May-June 2015

News and information for Arlington residents ... since 1972

FY 2016 Budget Includes No Tax Rate Increase
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News

rlingtonians will see no increase
in the real estate tax rate in
2015, under the $1.16 billion Fiscal
Year 2016 Budget adopted by the
County Board April 21.
“This budget preserves our
community’s values, fully funds
schools and adds funding for economic
development, public safety and other
key services, without hiking the tax
rate,” Board Chair Mary Hynes said.
Hynes pointed out that, due to an
increase in residential assessments,
the average Arlington homeowner still
will see their tax and fee burden rise
4 percent — from $7,286 to $7,567 in
FY 2016. That translates to about $23 a
month or $281 a year.
The General Fund Budget will
increase 1.1 percent from the FY 2015
Adopted Budget, with a 4.5 percent
increase in County funding for Schools.

Key highlights

Fully funding Schools: The County
Board met the Schools’ needs by
increasing funding to $451.6 million in
ongoing funding.
More funding for economic
development: The Board added $1.4
million to the Manager’s Proposed
Budget for economic development.
Providing more funding for travel,
tourism, marketing, the public-private
Tandem-NSI program and more, to
keep the County competitive.
Closing Artisphere: Citing the
substantial, ongoing need for tax
support to keep the acclaimed arts and
cultural center operating, the Board
decided to close Artisphere by the end
of June 2015. Of the money saved,
$496,000 will be redirected to fund

alternative arts and cultural programs
across the County.
Enhancing bus transportation: The
Board funded enhancements to bus
routes, better connecting Columbia Pike
to the Rosslyn-Ballston corridor and
adding some weekend service.
Affordable housing, bike/pedestrian
programs: The Board maintained $12.5
million in funding for the Affordable
Housing Investment Fund (AHIF), the
County’s revolving loan account that
funds the purchase and renovation of
affordable housing across Arlington.
The Board also maintained $812,121
in funding for the County’s bike/
pedestrian programs.
For more information on the FY
2016 Budget, visit arlingtonva.us;
search “FY 2016 Budget.” n
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for FUN FREE FESTIVITIES
Visit parks.arlingtonva.us; search “free summer” for more info

Operation Rain Barrel
Summer Reading
New School Opens Sept. 8
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Looking Back on 2014-15
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• Italian Conversation
Class (Central Library)
• Summer Flicks
(Columbia Pike Library)

Concerts at Lubber Run
Amphitheater

For full class and movie
names and times, visit
bitly.com/libraryfeature
Basketball, Tennis and
Volleyball Courts
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Nature Centers

Dog Parks

Community Center Game Rooms

86
miles

Of biking and jogging trails in Arlington. And did you know Arlington has 216,700 residents? The County collects
statistics for public use and to inform planning initiatives such as the Affordable Housing and Community Facilities
Studies. See more details in the 2015 Arlington County Profile. Visit arlingtonva.us and search “Profile.”
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Community Facilities Study Update

I

n January 2015, the Arlington
County Board and School Board
launched a broad-based community
facilities planning study that will lay
a foundation for Arlington’s next
chapter. The joint effort will:
• bring together a collaborative and
diverse group of perspectives
• build community awareness of
challenges and opportunities
• consider future revenues, facility
needs and changing demographics

Keep in the Loop

• establish a framework that will guide
future decision-making for new
schools, fire stations, vehicle storage
and other large storage needs over
the next five, 10 and 20 years

Stay Informed

Challenges that impact
planning for the future

Subscribe to news releases, the
biweekly Insider enewsletter
and more than a dozen other
offerings such as trash &
recycling news and planning
and building updates.
Sign up at:

arlingtonva.us/subscribe
2

A

community review of two
draft affordable housing policy
documents kicked off in March and
continues through July 2015. Join this
far-reaching community conversation
about the future of housing
affordability in Arlington.
Two policy documents — a Draft
Affordable Housing Master Plan and
Draft Implementation Framework — are
results of a nearly three-year, Countyled Affordable Housing Study. The
County Board initiated the study in

2012 to respond to shifting housing
market challenges and community
needs.
Planning for the next generation
of housing affordability supports our
people, improves our neighborhoods
and strengthens our economy.
Recommendations are based on
months of research, a thorough needs
analysis, in-depth forecasting and more
than two dozen working group and
community meetings.
The County Board reviewed both
documents in a March 23 work
session. Key discussion areas included
housing supply targets, geographic
distribution, preference for County
residents and workers, middle-income
homeownership and flexibility of
housing types beyond urban corridors.
The Board agreed the documents were
ready for a broad, public review.
The extensive community review
kicked off at a March 28 public forum;
participants broke into small groups
to discuss the key topic areas and
proposed policies. Feedback collected
throughout this effort will be used to
refine the drafts before the County
Board considers their adoption in July
2015. n

Recent changes in the federal
job market have cost the Arlington
community jobs and contributed to
higher office vacancy rates, which
impacts on local tax revenues.
Residential property values have
increased, causing a significant loss
in the County’s market-rate affordable
housing. At the same time, Arlington’s
population has grown and is forecast to
continue growing. School enrollment is
projected to exceed 30,000 students in
the next seven years, up from 24,529
students in 2014-15.

With growth comes increased
demand for public services, open space
and recreational options — within
limited physical space and available
resources. The Community Facilities
Study will face these challenges
head-on through open dialogue and
collaboration.

Education and collaboration
Meetings started in February
with educational presentations,
guest speakers, question-and-answer
sessions and break-out discussions.
The topics included financial
resources, demographics, forecasts,
forecasting methods and the County’s
comprehensive vision.
More than 200 residents have
signed up for the Resident Forum,
a collaborative group open to all
interested Arlingtonians that provides
input to the Study Committee,
comprised of 20-plus community
members.
To view key takeaways, meeting
documents, session videos and
upcoming meeting dates, visit
arlingtonva.us; search “community
facilities study.” n

June 2
Community Facilities
Study Open House
Courthouse Plaza, all day

How to participate &
provide feedback
• Attend meetings and events scheduled
throughout spring 2015 with
commissions, committees and interest
groups to discuss the draft documents.
To view the complete schedule online,
visit arlingtonva.us; search “affordable
housing study.”
• Participate in the virtual community
forum at Open Arlington, an online
townhall where you can respond
to a survey on the key topic areas.
Visit openarlington.us to participate
through May 31.
• Contact us to share your feedback,
or invite a speaker to your next
community meeting:
»» Email: housingstudy@arlingtonva.us
»» Twitter: @planArlingtonVA
»» Facebook: fb.com/planarlingtonva

Taxpayer Alerts
Real Estate Taxes
Bills for the first installment of Real
Estate taxes were mailed in early
May and are due June 15. If your
taxes are paid by your mortgage
company, you won’t receive a bill
unless the Treasurer’s Office doesn’t
receive the payment. If you receive a
bill that should have been paid out
of an escrow account, contact your
mortgage company. If you’ve recently
paid off your mortgage, you should
receive a bill and pay your taxes
directly. Need more information? Call
the Treasurer’s Office at 703-2284000 or visit topics.arlingtonva.us/
realestate/taxes-payments.

Vehicle Personal
Property Notices
In the last month, all Arlington
vehicle owners should have received
their 2015 Vehicle Personal Property
Notices. The information in these
notices determines your 2015 car tax.
If any inaccuracies or changes are
necessary, notify the Commissioner
of Revenue immediately through
your CAPP account, by phone at 703228-3135 or by email at vehicle@
arlingtonva.us. If there are no
inaccuracies or changes, do nothing.

Our Vision: Arlington will be a diverse and inclusive world-class urban community with secure, attractive residential and commercial

County food safety inspectors conducted 2,250 inspections of 1,071 food establishments last year. The program works to prevent
foodborne illness in the community by inspecting restaurants, food trucks, farmers markets and mobile vendors. How does your favorite
Arlington restaurant fare with their inspections? Search and find out at bit.ly/ArlFoodInspect

Police Safety Tips

A

s the weather changes, so should
your safety habits. As the days
last longer and the school year ends,
people are spending more time outside
and foot traffic increases. These factors
can contribute to increased criminal
activity. Here are some safety tips:
• Try to run, walk or ride your bike in
populated areas and during daylight.
• If you choose to run, walk or bike
in the evening hours, wear light
clothing and have reflective material
or lights.
• Run, walk or bike ride with a buddy
or your dog.
• Familiarize yourself with the various
routes you take. Avoid unfamiliar
areas.

Long Bridge Park: What’s Next?
• Bring a cell phone.
• Tell someone where you will be
going before you leave.
• If you listen to music while running,
walking or bike riding, only put in
one ear bud of the headphones.

At home
• Do NOT leave windows open when
no one is home.
• Do not leave any first floor windows
open while sleeping.
• Ask neighbors to watch your home
when you are away.
• Do not leave valuables in places
visible to the street.
• Always lock your doors.
• Do not hide keys on your property.
Instead, ask a trusted neighbor or
friend to hold onto an extra set of
your keys.

Never hesitate to call the police
• Emergencies: 911

• Alert your neighbors to suspicious
people or activity. n

• Non-emergencies: 703-558-2222

Lessons in Safety from a Collapsed Stoop

L

ong Bridge Park Phase 1 opened
in Nov. 2011, with three synthetic
turf athletic fields, an esplanade and
infrastructure for future phases. Since
then, thousands of Arlingtonians
and visitors have enjoyed the fields,
amenities and magnificent views.
Phase 2 was placed on hold in
January 2014, when construction
bids came in significantly higher
than architects’ estimates. “A lot has
changed in Arlington in the years since
we began plans to develop Long Bridge
Park,” said Arlington County Manager
Barbara Donnellan. “Given budget
realities and the changing needs of our
community, it makes sense to broadly
engage the community in a thoughtful
look at options to determine the best
path forward.”
Now we’d like to hear from you.
County staff are looking for community

input on Phase 2 of the 2013 Long
Bridge Park Master Plan. Phase 2
includes the aquatics, health and
fitness facility; 10 acres of parkland;
continuation of the esplanade; and
more environmental remediation.
Over the next six months, staff will
meet with community members and
groups to see whether a redesigned
project, within budget, could meet the
community’s goals. Suggestions and
comments will be gathered through a
Countywide survey, open meetings and
focus groups, and conversations with
neighborhoods, commissions and user
groups. The reconstituted Long Bridge
Park Advisory Committee will review
feedback and the County Manager’s
recommendations will be presented to
the County Board in January 2016.
To learn more, visit arlingtonva.us;
search “Long Bridge Park.” n

Get Your Grill Going – Safely

I

t’s the time of year to fire up the
grill. However, grills can pose a
serious fire hazard and exposure to
toxic gases when used improperly. Here
are tips to stay safe when using your
grill:
• Only use your grill outside.
• Position the grill at least 15 feet away
from siding, deck railings, and other
combustibles, including any eaves or
overhanging vegetation.
• Open the lid of your gas grill before
lighting.
• Never add charcoal starter fluid after
coals or kindling have been ignited.

Apartment Grilling

• Keep children and pets 3 feet away
from the grill area.

The use of gas or charcoal grills
on high-rise or garden apartment
balconies is prohibited by fire code —
unless the building and balcony are
protected by an automatic sprinkler
system. Violations can result in jail time
and a $2,500 fine. If you’re still unsure
if you can use a grill on your balcony,
visit our website at fire.arlingtonva.us/
safety/grilling-safety.

• Never leave your grill unattended.

Property owners should always secure building permits and use licensed, experienced contractors to avoid
shoddy workmanship.

“

Three People Fall into Hole Under
Collapsed Stair” — This recent
scary headline prompted concern
from Arlington homeowners, as they
wondered how to prevent such a
collapse from happening at their own
homes.
In the recent case, a concrete slab
atop a front porch stoop collapsed due
to shoddy — and illegal — construction.
The slab lacked required reinforcement
as a structural element. The stoop
construction was performed without a
building permit and therefore did not
undergo a safety inspection, which
would have revealed it didn’t comply
with building code requirements.
Arlington County conducts safety
inspections on work done under

building permits to ensure that all
building codes are met. If homeowners
are concerned about work performed
in the past, and perhaps without proper
permits, they should contact a general
contractor or structural engineer to
examine the construction for safety.
Code Officials encourage
property owners to use licensed,
experienced contractors to avoid
shoddy workmanship and to secure
building permits. This ensures the
work performed is inspected for code
compliance and safety.
Learn more at building.arlingtonva.
us about obtaining residential building
permits, which projects require them,
and new resources for Building Safety
Month, celebrated throughout May. n

• Periodically remove grease or fat
buildup in trays below grill so it
cannot be ignited by heat.
• Use caution when disposing of ashes
and never store them in a plastic or
other combustible container. Charcoal
ash can remain hot for several days
and can start a fire long after the grill
has been used. n

FIRE FACTS & FIGURES

10 fire stations
staffed
with

24 hours/day

73 firefighters

FIRE PREVENTION IN 2014

2,800+

1,200

1,254

Commercial business Permit inspections Commercial and
residential building fire
inspections
protection systems tests

neighborhoods where people unite to form a caring, learning, participating, sustainable community in which each person is important.
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DID YOU
KNOW?

Arlington has 12 community centers, 126 playgrounds, 7 community gardens, 3 nature centers, and 184 healthy
vending machines. We recorded 60,000+ hours of field usage in fiscal year 2013 — an increase of 21 percent.
Learn more at parks.arlingtonva.us.

Celebrating,
Remembering
“Little Saigon”

Photos by Michael Horsley

B

eginning in mid-May, highlights
of a special collection of
photographs, oral histories and
memorabilia of Arlington’s “Little
Saigon” will be on display at the
Central Library’s Center for Local
History.
The display is the result of a yearlong effort by the County’s Historic
Preservation Program, the Center for
Local History and graduate students
with Virginia Tech’s Department
of Urban Affairs and Planning in
Alexandria to preserve the history of
“Little Saigon,” hub of the region’s
Vietnamese community from the mid1970s until the mid-1980s.
“Echoes of Little Saigon” pulls
together oral histories, recorded stories
and photos shared by more than a
dozen members of the VietnameseAmerican community in and around
Arlington. The project will be archived
at the Center for Local History.
Clarendon’s first Vietnamese-owned
business, the Saigon Market grocery
store, opened in 1972. It was followed
by many more restaurants, shops and
businesses after the 1975 fall of Saigon.
Located at the intersection of Wilson
Boulevard between North Highland
and North Irving Streets, Little Saigon
also hosted festivals and holiday
celebrations. The community relocated
to the Eden Center in Falls Church after
the arrival of Metro and subsequent
rise in commercial rents in Clarendon.
A self-guided smartphone walking
tour of what was once “Little Saigon”
is available. Visit littlesaigonclarendon.
com for more information. You also
can check out artist Khánh H. Lê’s
temporary public art in Clarendon
Central Park and see some of his art
featured in the Art on the ART Bus
program through September. n
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Party with Us

Events Around
Arlington

A

rlington County Parks and
Recreation is party rental central.
The unique spaces and services are
creative, affordable options for your
birthday, corporate event, family
reunion, wedding, reception, or justfor-the-heck-of-it celebration.
The award-winning Arlington
T.E.A.M. (Teen Enterprise Amusement
Management) will get your party
started with moon bounces, face
painting, balloon art, DJ services,
cotton candy, popcorn and snow cone
machines. The hard-working teens
supply residents with amusements at an
affordable price — and also learn about
running their own business. They’ll
set up in your yard, a local park or the
Gunston bubble — as long as it’s in
Arlington, they deliver.
Here are other great party ideas:
• Celebrate the great outdoors at one
of our Nature Centers. A naturalist
will lead your child and crew through
themed crafts, scavenger hunts, a
guided hike, and meet-and-greets
with some of our local critters.

• Score a perfect 10 with a gymnastics
party at Barcroft Sport and Fitness
Center. Children ages 5-12 will flip
for an obstacle course, tumble track,
foam pit and games.

Green Home and Garden
Tour: The tour includes
new green homes,
green renovations and
watershed-friendly gardens. See
homes featuring energy efficient
technologies, solar elements,
water-saving technologies, native
plants, rain gardens and rain
barrels, wildlife habitat, and more.
Sponsored by Arlingtonians for a
Clean Environment and Arlington’s
Department of Environmental
Services. 1–5 p.m. To see the tour
brochure with locations, visit
arlingtonenvironment.org.
JUN
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• Life IS a picnic at the picnic shelters
across Arlington that are available
for rent now through Veterans Day.
• Get creative with Artful Parties
offered by Community Arts in
Arlington and the Office of Creative
Resources, We’ll guide your miniPicassos through ceramics-andbuilding, paint-a-plate or darkroom
photography. For more information
call 703-228-5918.
• Getting married? Consider Fort
C.F Smith Park. The 19-acre park’s
lovely, historic Hendry House is the
perfect venue for wedding receptions
or corporate events. Another
beautiful setting for a wedding or
bridal photos is the County’s Bon Air
Rose Garden, with its lush blooms
through the summer.
For more information or to book
your next amazing event, visit
arlingtonva.us; search “rental facilities”
or call 703-228-1805. n

July 4 Celebration @ Long
Bridge Park: Enjoy a food
truck rally, live music,
sports and games for all
ages, moon bounces, face painting
and great views of the Washington,
D.C., fireworks display. Free shuttles
from Pentagon City and Crystal
City metro stations. 475 Long
Bridge Dr. in Crystal City. For more
information, call 703-228-3329 or
visit parks.arlingtonva.us.
JUL
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Teens Make Their Voices Heard
County commissions are just a few
of the opportunities youth members
experience.
“My favorite part of the TNB is
getting to interact with students from
other schools,” says Kanika. “I love the
sense of community the TNB has and
all of the opportunities it has given me
to strengthen my leadership skills and
seek outside volunteer work. Being a
part of the TNB has definitely been a
worthwhile experience.”

K

anika Hav, a senior at
Washington-Lee High School,
was encouraged to join the Teen
Network Board (TNB) by her older
sister, a former member. “We get to
have a voice and a real impact on
where we live. Most teens don’t seem
to feel that way, unfortunately,” said
Kanika.
This is Kanika’s second year
as a TNB member. She has held a
leadership position as co-chair of the
communications committee, responsible
for publicizing events and social media
outreach for TNB. Kanika also enjoyed
helping plan the Martin Luther King,
Jr., event in January, working with the
Parks and Recreation department.
Making sandwiches for Martha’s
Table, collecting food for the Arlington
Food Assistance Center, writing blog
posts for arlingtonteens.com and
representing the youth voice on other

About the Teen Network
Board

The Teen Network Board has been
promoting teen voices in Arlington
since 2004. Students from high schools
all over Arlington participate. TNB is
a project of the Arlington Partnership
for Children, Youth and Families —
an advisory group jointly appointed
by the Arlington County Board and
the Arlington County School Board
charged with improving the health,
well-being and safety of children,
youth and families in Arlington.

Interested in joining TNB?

Visit arlingtonteens.com — under
“service” or by searching “Teen
Network Board” to apply online.
Applications are due by May 29 for the
2015-16 school year. n

Annual Arlington County
Fair: Highlights include
dozens of Midway rides,
over 100 indoor exhibitors,
a variety of
food offerings
and free
family-friendly
entertainment.
Thomas
Jefferson
Community
Center, 3501
Second Street
South. For more information, visit
arlingtoncountyfair.us. Through
Aug. 9
AUG

5

For more events, visit arlingtonva.
us/calendar.

The acclaimed Lynda.com series of free teaching videos — on subjects ranging from web graphics, photography, social media,
business skills and job-search tools — is available for viewing at home and anywhere else. All you need is the Arlington Public
Library website and your Library card. Learn more: library.arlingtonva.libguides.com/lynda

Arlington Shopping Goes Social with YOPP

Y

ou don’t
have
hours to visit
business after
business in
Arlington to
find the best
products, right?
That’s a job for
YOPP and its mobile community of
shoppers and local business owners.
ShopArlington and YOPP have teamed
up to promote retailers and restaurants
in Arlington and to build community
engagement through mobile
technology.

How the YOPP app works
• App users looking for a particular
item can ask for help in finding what
they’re seeking.

• Arlington retailers and restaurants
can offer exclusive invitations to
sales, events and promotions.
• App users looking for a particular
item can ask for help in finding what
they’re seeking.
• Arlington merchants and restaurants
can offer exclusive invitations to
sales, events and promotions.

More about the partnership

ShopArlington, a program of
Arlington’s Economic Development
Department, will promote YOPP
through its website and social media
channels. YOPP and ShopArlington
also will work with local merchants
and restauranteurs on the best ways
to increase their business using this
mobile app. YOPP will be the official
mobile platform of ShopArlington,
replacing the “Save Big Bucks” online
campaign started in 2009.
For more information, visit yoppapp.
com. You can download the free app
from iTunes. An Android version is
coming soon. n

Let Beanstack Find Your Child’s Next Great Book

Y

ou can always use some insight
from your favorite children’s
librarian. Now it’s as close as your
email inbox. This spring, Arlington
Public Library introduces Beanstack,
a children’s book recommendation
service that matches the best books
“handpicked” by librarians with the
specific interests of each young reader.
Beanstack works by matching the
book guidance of Library experts with
the details from the child’s online
Beanstack profile, including age,
reading level, favorite activities and
interest terms like “outer space” and
“animal characters.” The result: a free
weekly email featuring a personalized
recommendation for the next great read
from the Library’s collection.
It’s data-science-meets-librarymagic and comes from an Arlington
company founded by two former
local teachers. The entire Beanstack

experience is private and as convenient
as using your smartphone, laptop or
tablet. Each recommendation also
includes a learning guide and activities
to encourage critical thinking. And you
can use the service to remember all
those books completed.

Beanstack is already a hit in
California, bringing families and great
books together through the Sacramento
Public Library system. Now Arlington
kids — and their busy adults — have
Beanstack to provide just the right
customized book recommendations on
a regular basis.
Learn more at library.arlingtonva.us/
beanstack. n
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RackSpotter: Use this free new, crowdsourced tool to identify and share bike parking locations. Log into the application,
use the available map or your phone’s GPS to pinpoint a location, and then place a bike rack on the map and include
photos. Find and share your favorite rack at RackSpotter.com.

Pick a Mode – Any Mode – with CarFreeAtoZ

Biking Through the Base

J

options. If you need help deciding the
best option, CarFreeAtoZ also scores
and ranks each option based on travel
time, costs, calories burned and time
saved.

T

rying to figure out how to get
someplace car free? CarFreeAtoZ.
com lets you compare all your regional
multimodal options — bus, rail, walk,
bike, bikeshare, carpool/vanpool, car
and more. Just enter your start and
end address, and CarFreeAtoZ lets you
compare travel options, including turnby-turn directions, travel times, costs,
environmental impact and calories
burned. It combines travel options
and lets you choose the best option.
Currently, regional transit options
include Metrobus, Metrorail, ARTArlington Transit, DASH, DC Circulator,
Fairfax Connector, MARC, MTA, PRTC,
Ride-On and VRE.
CarFreeAtoZ goes beyond traditional
approaches to trip planning, taking
a more holistic view of connectivity
and accessibility. It gives a big-picture
view of how places are connected —
and how your travel options fit into
the larger transport network. The first
time you visit the site, you’ll be asked
a couple of quick questions about how
you currently travel, and your start
and end locations. Once you’ve entered
that information, you can explore the
various options for your trip.
For example, your daily home-towork commute could show results for
walking or biking to the bus stop or
Metrorail, as well as available rideshare

Capital Bikeshare added

Discover entirely new routes to and
from your destination by using Capital
Bikeshare as a way to get to transit
or to cover the last mile from transit.
CarFreeAtoZ is the only tool that
shows how you can incorporate Capital
Bikeshare as part of your trip. Capital
Bikeshare adds hundreds of options
you might not have realized were
available. And the more options you
have, the easier it will be for you to get
around without a car.
Visit CarFreeAtoZ.com/citizen to get
started today.

Background

CarFreeAtoZ is a project of
Arlington County Commuter Services
(ACCS) and is being developed as
part of ACCS’ Transit Tech Initiative
with a grant funded by the Virginia
Department of Rail and Public
Transportation. Conveyal is leading the
software development, and it is being
built entirely with open transportation
technology, including OpenTripPlanner,
a multimodal routing engine;
OpenStreetMap, a collaboratively
edited map of the world; and transit
data feeds provided by local transit
agencies. n

Did You Know?
On an average day, Arlington

households make 3 TIMES
as many bike and walk
household in
the region.
Icons by Pierre-Luc Auclair

Reminder: Joint Base Myer–
Henderson Hall requires cyclists to
wear a helmet, make sure their bike has
appropriate front and rear reflectors,
and ride single file. Also, riders may
not use headphones or earbuds while
on base. n

PAL Ambassadors Program Launches

A

rlington County
launched the
PAL – Predictable, Alert,
Lawful – campaign to
remind everyone that
whether you’re walking,
driving or biking, you
rely on your fellow
street-users to be PALs.
This spring, the PAL
campaign is launching
its PAL Ambassador
program to spread the
word about all users
safely sharing the
streets.

What’s a PAL Ambassador?

You! PAL Ambassadors are folks
who care about their neighborhood
and making our streets safer. In fact,
PAL Ambassadors are the driving force
to change the culture on our streets.
They’ll be the smiling faces behind the
steering wheels, handlebars and on the
sidewalks. They’ll stress the importance
of being more predictable, more alert
and more lawful. And they’ll lead eyecatching and interactive campaigns
to improve roadway behavior,
etiquette and interactions — especially
interactions between drivers and
bicyclists.
Look for a trailer sign being pulled
around town by our friendly bicycle
volunteers, and expect to see pop-up
block parties coming to a street corner
near you.

Become a PAL Ambassador

trips than a typical

6

oint Base Myer–Henderson
Hall has new, more
stringent security measures that
change the way visitors may
access the grounds. Anyone
not on official business on
the base must be thoroughly
screened before being granted
admittance. These security
reviews are only being done at
Hatfield Gate, off 2nd Street
South. Frequent visitors or
those who regularly need to
ride through the base may
apply for an access pass good
for 60 days.
Anyone interested in applying for
one of these passes may visit Hatfield
Gate, contact the base at usarmy.jbmhh.
asa.mbx.des-access-q-a@mail.mil, or
visit army.mil/jbmhh.

Help spread good will and
neighborly friendship. Brainstorm PAL
slogans, write cheery chalk messages
on the sidewalk and in bike lanes,
create a clever bumper sticker for
your car or bike fender, or hold up

a homemade sign on a street corner
exclaiming “Hello everyone! Be a PAL!
A Predictable, Alert, Lawful road-user!”
Would you consider volunteering?
BikeArlington and the Washington
Area Bicyclist Association are putting
volunteer PAL Ambassadors on the
streets across Arlington County, and we
want you.

Four ways to get involved
• Agree to be a PAL — a more
Predictable, Alert and Lawful road
user.
• Come to a monthly block party.
This is your opportunity to get
creative and take to the streets at an
Arlington intersection to promote the
PAL message.
• Join us at our free monthly PAL
Pizza Party to hang out, brainstorm
and prepare for the next event.
• Or PAL around with us. Join our
coordinator for a bike ride and pull
the PAL bike trailer.
Sign up at arlingtonpals.org to learn
more and find out where and when
we’ll be meeting. n

2014 Annual

WATER QUALITY REPORT

Arlington’s High-Quality Water
This annual “Consumer
Confidence Report,” required by
the Safe Drinking Water Act, tells
you where your water comes from,
what our tests show about it and
other things you should know
about drinking water.
Arlington’s Department of
Environmental Services (DES)

provides residents with a safe and
reliable supply of high-quality
drinking water. DES tests County
water using sophisticated equipment
and advanced procedures. Our water
meets all state and federal standards
for quality. View this report online at
water.arlingtonva.us; search “water
quality report.“

The water quality engineer support team collects more than 120 samples
a month throughout the County to ensure the safety of our water.

Where Arlington’s Water Comes From
Arlington
County purchases
water from the
Washington
Aqueduct Division
of the Army Corps
of Engineers.
The Washington
Aqueduct operates
two water treatment plants in the
District of Columbia. The plants
treat water from a surface water
source, the Potomac River.
Arlington’s water is treated at
the Dalecarlia Treatment Plant
located on MacArthur Boulevard
in Northwest Washington. The
Interstate Commission on the
Potomac River Basin conducted
a Source Water Assessment of
the Potomac River watershed
in April 2002. The assessment

Notice to building managers for office, commercial and multifamily
residential buildings: Please share the information in this Water
Quality Report with all occupants of your facility. Contact the Water
Control Center at 703-228-6555 for additional information or copies of
this report.
Aviso a los administradores de edificios de oficinas, propiedades
comerciales y unidades residenciales: Por favor comparta la
información de este informe sobre la Calidad del Agua con los
ocupantes de su establecimiento. Comuníquese con el Centro Para
Control del Agua al 703-228-6555 para mayor información o para
recibir copias de este informe.

This 12-inch water main under the S. Abingdon Bridge crossing Interstate 395 is the first water main in
Arlington that was rehabilitated using the cured-in-place pipe technology.

What’s in the Water?

T

identified urban runoff, toxic
spills, agriculture and inadequate
wastewater treatment as potential
contamination sources to the water
supply. Contact the Interstate
Commission on the Potomac River
Basin at 301-984-1908 for more
information.
Arlington County maintains
water quality assurance through
our regular water distribution and
storage evaluations and routine
water sampling analysis.

he sources of drinking
water — both tap water and
bottled water — include rivers, lakes,
streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs
and wells. As water travels over
the surface of the land or through
the ground, it dissolves naturally
occurring minerals and, in some
cases, radioactive material. The water
also can pick up substances resulting
from animals or human activity.
Contaminants that may be present
in source water include:
• Microbial contaminants, such as
viruses and bacteria, which may
come from sewage treatment
plants, septic systems, agricultural
livestock operations and wildlife.

• Pesticides and herbicides, which may
come from a variety of sources such
as agriculture, urban stormwater
runoff and residential uses.

• Inorganic contaminants, such as
salts and metals, which can be
naturally occurring or result from
urban stormwater runoff, industrial
or domestic wastewater discharges,
oil and gas production, mining, or
farming.

The water treatment process
removes contaminants, making
Arlington’s water safe to drink.

• Organic chemical contaminants,
including synthetic and volatile
organic chemicals, which are byproducts of industrial processes
and petroleum production, and
can also come from gas stations,
urban stormwater runoff and septic
systems.
• Radioactive contaminants,
which can be naturally
occurring or the result of
oil and gas production and mining
activities.
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How to Read This Table

Important Health Information

S

ource water is tested for
Cryptosporidium, a parasite that
has caused outbreaks of intestinal
disease in the United States and
overseas. It is common in surface
water, difficult to kill, and even the
best water system will contain some
live parasites. The Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is currently
working to improve the control of

U.S. EPA

microbial pathogens, namely the
protozoan Cryptosporidium, in
drinking water. The Potomac River
source was monitored monthly at
Great Falls for Cryptosporidium
during 2014 and none was detected.
No precaution about County drinking
water is currently necessary for the
general public.

These people should seek advice from
their health care providers about
drinking water.
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate
means to lessen the risk of infection
by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available
from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline,
800-426-4791.

EPA Regulations
To ensure tap water is safe to
drink, the EPA mandates regulations
that limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by
public water systems. FDA regulations
establish limits for contaminants in
bottled water, which must provide the
same protection for public health.
Drinking water, including bottled
water, may reasonably be expected

to contain at least small amounts of
some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily
indicate that water poses a health risk.
Call the EPA’s Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791 for
information about contaminants and
potential health effects.

Lead in Drinking Water
The US EPA finalized the Lead and Copper
Rule Short-Term Regulatory Revisions and
Clarifications in October 2007 with one
of its goals being to improve customer
awareness. Hundreds of water samples have
been taken throughout Arlington County
to determine the lead concentration in our
water. Historically, these concentrations
have been below the action level for lead.
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause
serious health problems, especially for
pregnant women and young children. Lead
in drinking water is primarily from materials
and components associated with service
lines and home plumbing. Arlington County
is responsible for providing high quality
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Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level Goal
(MRDLG) is the level of residual disinfectant
below which there is no known or expected risk
to health. MRDLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Non-Detects (ND) – lab analysis indicates the
contaminant is not present.
Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU) is a
measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in
excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average
person.
Parts Per Million (ppm) or Milligrams per liter
(MG/L) corresponds to one minute in two years or
a single penny in $10,000.
Parts Per Billion (PPB) corresponds to one
minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in
$10,000,000.
Parts Per Trillion (ppt) corresponds to one
minute in 2,000,000 years, or a single penny in
$10,000,000,000.

Picocuries Per Liter (pCi/L) is a measure of
the radioactivity in water.
The column marked Detected Level shows
the results observed in our water during the
most recent round of testing.
Source of Substance provides an explanation
of the typical natural or man-made origins of
the contaminant.
Action Level (AL) is the concentration of
a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers
treatment or other requirements that a water
system must follow.
Treatment Technique (TT) is a required
process intended to reduce the level of a
contaminant in drinking water.
NOTE: Arlington County had one positive
sample from 1482 samples for total coliform in
calendar year 2014. There were no detections
of E coli in any of the monthly samples during
calendar year 2014.

Summary of 2014 Water Quality Data1

Calcium

40 mg/L

Chloramine Residual

2.8 mg/L

Chloride

42 mg/L

Fluoride

0.7 ppm

Total Hardness

132 mg/L 		
or 7.7 grains/gal

Magnesium

8 mg/L

Nickel

1 ppb

pH

7.7

Sodium

27 ppm

Sulfate

44 mg/L

1

Although sodium is not regulated by an MCL, the
EPA’s Fall 2009 Drinking Water Advisory Table
identifies 20 mg/L as a health-based value for a
person on a 500 mg/day restricted sodium diet.

drinking water, but cannot control the
variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has
been sitting for several hours, you can
minimize the potential for lead exposure
by flushing your tap for 15 to 30 seconds
or until it becomes cold or reaches a
steady temperature before using water for
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned
about lead in your water, you may wish to
have your water tested. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods and
steps you can take to minimize exposure
is available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline at www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Goal (MCLG)

Max. Allowed (MCL)

Substance

Unit

Arsenic

ppb

0

10

0.5

ND - 0.5

Runoff from orchards, glass and electronic produced waste2

Atrazine

ppb

3

3

0.1

ND – 0.1

Runoff from herbicide used on row crops

Barium

ppm

2

2

0.05

0.03 – 0.05

Chromium

ppb

100

100

2

ND – 2		
Discharge from steel and pulp mills2

Detected Level

Range of Levels Detected

Fluoride

ppm

4.0

4.0

0.8

0.6 – 0.8

						

Source of Substance

Discharge of drilling waste from metal refineries2

Water additive which promotes strong teeth;
from fertilizer and aluminum factories

Gross Alpha Particles3

pCi/L

0

15

9

ND – 9

Nitrate (as Nitrogen)

ppm

10

10

3

1–3

Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage

Nitrite (as Nitrogen)

ppm

1

1

0.01

ND – 0.01

Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks, sewage2

Selenium

ppb

50

50

0.9

ND – 0.9

Discharge from petroleum, mines and metal refineries

Total Organic Carbon (TOC)

ppm

n/a

Running annual average removal ratio is required to be equal to or
TT		
greater than 1.00. Removal ratio actually achieved ≥1.36

Turbidity4

NTU

n/a

0.08 = highest single measurement. Lowest monthly percentage of
TT			
samples meeting turbidity requirements = 100%

Erosion of natural deposits

Naturally present in the environment
Soil runoff

FINISHED WATER CHARACTERISTICS, DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM MONITORING
Goal (MCLG)

Max. Allowed (MCL)

Substance

Unit

Copper5

ppm

1.3

AL – 1.3

0.07

0.01 - 0.15

Leaching from wood preservatives; corrosion of household plumbing2

Lead6

ppb

0

AL – 15

1.8

0.11 – 16.6

Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic tanks;
corrosion of household plumbing2

Total Coliform7

n/a

0

9

0.8%

ND – 0.8%

Naturally present in the environment

Chloramines8

ppm

(MRDLG) 4

(MRDL) 4

2.8

ND – 4.1

Water additive used to control microbes

8

TTHM

ppb

n/a

80

38

16 - 58

By-product of drinking water chlorination

HAA58

ppb

n/a

60

28

15 - 42

By-product of drinking water chlorination

Detected Level

Range of Levels Detected

Source of Substance

Table Footnotes

Notice About Perchlorate
Perchlorate is a naturally occurring as well as
man-made compound. Its presence in drinking
water is currently unregulated and utilities are
not required to monitor for it. The Washington
Aqueduct has been voluntarily monitoring
for perchlorate since 2002. The EPA initially
established a reference dose of 24.5 parts per
billion (ppb) for perchlorate and beginning in
2009 has proposed an interim health advisory
of 15 ppb. A reference dose is a scientific
estimate of daily exposure level that is not
expected to cause adverse health effects in
humans. The reference dose concentration was

Water and Sewer Rates
Increase for FY 2016

O

n May 1, 2015, the water rate
will increase to $4.21 per 1,000
gallons of metered water consumption
and the sewer rate will increase to
$9.06 per 1,000 gallons. The last
increase was in May 2014. Water/sewer
fees are the main source of revenue
for the Utilities Fund, which pays for
the operations and maintenance of
the County’s water distribution and
sewage collection systems and the
Water Pollution Control Plant, as well
as wholesale water purchases from
the Washington Aqueduct. Utilities
Fund revenues also pay for debt
service and a transfer to the utilities
capital fund to finance projects that
maintain, upgrade, and expand the
County’s water, sewer and wastewater
infrastructure.

All test results are from 2014, unless otherwise noted
2
Erosion of natural deposits or products
3
Triennial radionuclide monitoring was performed in 2014.
4
Turbidity is the measure of cloudiness of the water. We monitor it because it’s a good indicator of the
effectiveness of the filtration process. The turbidity level of filtered water shall be less than or equal to 0.3
NTU in at least 95% of the measurements taken each month, and shall at no time exceed 1 NTU.
5
The Detected Level represents the 90th percentile value. None of the 51 samples tested for copper
exceeded the current Action Level of 1.3 ppm. Most recent testing for this parameter was 2013.
6
The Detected Level represents the 90th percentile value. One of the 51 samples (2% of the sample set)
tested for lead exceeded the current Action Level of 15 ppb. Most recent testing for this parameter was
2013.
7
The Detected Level represents the highest monthly percentage of positive results.
8
The Detected Level represents the highest running annual compliance average during calendar year.
9
Less than 5% of monthly samples contain coliform bacteria
1

used in EPA’s efforts to address perchlorate in
drinking water and to establish the interim health
advisory.
The source and treated water samples collected in
2014 from the Dalecarlia treatment plant showed
only trace amounts of perchlorate. The highest
level detected was 2.2 ppb. If you have
special health concerns, you may want to get
additional information from the EPA at
www.water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/
unregulated/perchlorate.cfm or contact the EPA’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791.

Each year, the County Board
approves the water rate and a separate
sanitary sewer rate. Both charges
are based on the amount of water
registered on the water meter that is
adjacent to a residence or business.
Every three months, residents in
duplex and single-family homes
receive utilities bills from the County.

Simple Steps to Save
Water and Lower Your Bill
• Repair leaks in faucets,
toilets and hoses.
• Install more efficient water
fixtures, such as aerators and
low-volume toilets.
• Run your clothes washer and
dishwasher only when full.
• Take shorter showers.
• Turn off the water while you
brush your teeth, shave and
shampoo your hair.
• Conserve when watering
your lawn — use only what
is needed, prevent runoff and avoid watering
during the heat of the day.
Reminder: There are no
credits available to sewer
charges for water used for
irrigation.

Measuring the rates

FINISHED WATER CHARACTERISTICS, TREATMENT PLANT MONITORING

Advice for Special Populations
Some people may be more
vulnerable to contaminants in drinking
water than the general population.
Immuno-compromised persons such
as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people
with HIV/AIDS or other immune
system disorders, some elderly and
infants can be at risk from infections.

It’s easy! Our water is tested to ensure it’s
safe and healthy. Test results from 2014 are
presented in the table (footnotes below).
The column marked Goal shows the
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG.
This is the level of a contaminant in drinking
water below which there is no known or
expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a
margin of safety.
The column marked Maximum Allowed
is the Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL.
This is the highest level of a contaminant
that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are
set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using
the best available treatment technology.
Maximum Residual Level (MRDL) is the
highest level of a residual disinfectant that is
allowed in drinking water.

AVERAGE LEVELS OF COMPOUNDS IN
ARLINGTON DRINKING WATER

The utilities bills include charges for
water, sewer and refuse services. Need
more information? Call 703-228-6570
with questions about your water and
sewer bills. Or go to water.arlingtonva.
us; click “customer service.”

Unregulated Contaminants Monitoring
TREATMENT PLANT ENTRY POINT UCMR3 DETECTS
Substance

Unit

Avg. Detected Level

Range of Levels Detected

Chlorate

ug/L

272.5

140 - 430

Chromium

ug/L

0.455

ND - 1.5

Hexavalent Chromium
(Dissolved)

ug/L

0.086

0.061 - 0.1

Molybdenum

ug/L

0.25

ND - 1

Strontium

ug/L

202.5

130 - 310

FINISHED WATER CHARACTERISTICS DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM UCMR3 DETECTS
Substance

Unit

Avg. Detected Level

Range of Levels Detected

Chlorate

ug/L

292.5

160 - 440

Chromium

ug/L

0.075

ND - 0.3

Hexavalent Chromium
(Dissolved)

ug/L

0.0975

0.078 - 0.12

Molybdenum

ug/L

0.55

ND - 1.2

Strontium

ug/L

182.5

120 - 260

Vanadium

ug/L

0.4175

ND - 0.85

The Unregulated Contaminants Monitoring Rule (UCMR) was incorporated in the 1996 Safe Drinking Water
Act amendments requiring EPA to issue a new list of no more than 30 unregulated contaminants to be
monitored by Public Water Systems (PWSs), once every five years. UCMR monitors for contaminants not
regulated by the National Primary Drinking Water Regulations. The data collected through UCMR are stored
in the National Contaminant Occurrence Database (NCOD) to support analysis and review of contaminant
occurrence and eventually help determine whether to regulate a contaminate in the interest of protecting
public health. On May 2, 2012, EPA published UCMR3, requiring PWSs to monitor for 30 contaminants
(28 chemicals and two viruses). The tables above report the average and range of results of all UCMR3
contaminants detected in the sampling performed 2014.

Because of consistent compliance and results below the Maximum Contaminant
Level, Lead and Copper Sampling will only take place every three years.
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Construction on Four Mile Run Stream
Restoration Project Begins
Plan was completed in 2006 and the
design guidelines in 2009.
A demonstration project was
selected from the Master Plan to be
completed first. Construction on the
stream project begins this summer and
will include the following features:
• Naturalization of the Arlington
stream bank and improved access
via an overlook and terracing.

Photo of a living shoreline (courtesy Center for
Coastal Resources Management)

D

uring the 1960s and 1970s, Four
Mile Run experienced significant
flooding events as the watershed
became more urbanized. In 1974,
Congress authorized the Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) to construct a flood
control channel that would contain the
increased stream flows.
In 2000, the City of Alexandria,
Arlington County and the Northern
Virginia Regional Commission (NRVC)
began to explore how to improve the
stream’s water quality and recreation
potential, while maintaining flood
protection. The Four Mile Run Master

• Creation of a sediment collection
area near the Mt. Vernon Bridge, to
reduce sediment pollution.
• Construction of curved stone
structures in the stream, to direct
stream flow away from the banks.
• Removal of some rip-rap stone from
the Arlington stream bank, to be
replaced with native plants.
• Creation of living shorelines, which
are small breakwaters built from
stone with wetland plants behind
them, on the Arlington side.
• Restoration of the tidal wetland
condition in Four Mile Run Park on
the Alexandria side.
For more information, visit
arlingtonva.us; search “Four Mile Run
Restoration.”

Arlington Water Infrastructure

A

rlington’s drinking water
distribution system contains
about 500 miles of publicly-owned
pipe as well as six pump stations,
16,000 valves and 3,700 fire
hydrants.
Our water system was incorporated
in 1927. In the 1940s and 1950s,
World War II brought a major influx
of people to the Washington, D.C.,
area, and the County’s residential
Over the years, iron-oxide (rust) often forms on the
population increased dramatically.
inside of unlined pipes. As part of the rehabilitation
Many drinking water pipes from this process, they’re scraped clean and a thin layer of cement mortar is applied to the inside. Then the pipes are
era are still used. When installed,
disinfected and returned to service — with an increased
many of these pipes were not lined
estimated at 50-75 years. The cement lining
with a protective coating to prevent lifespan
also improves the overall water quality in the pipe.
corrosion. It is common over the
removed, and then a thin layer of
years for iron-oxide (rust) to form
cement mortar is applied to the inside
on the inside of these unlined pipes.
of the pipes. After the cement cures,
While these pipes are mostly in
the pipes are disinfected and tested to
good condition, over time the inner
certify sanitization requirements before
diameter shrinks due to buildup and
returning to service. Relined pipes
the pipes carry less water. This aging
have an increased lifespan estimated at
infrastructure that delivers water is a
50-75 years. Additionally, the cement
vital resource to every home, facility
lining improves the overall water
and business in Arlington. The County
quality in the pipe.
budgets money each year to replace or
Other parts of the water
rehabilitate a select subset of the water
system to improve its overall condition infrastructure, such as valves, hydrants
and pump stations, are inspected
— including at least 5 miles of pipe
regularly and items are repaired or
mains and replacing approximately 3
replaced as needed.
miles of pipe every year.
Timely maintenance of the water
In neighborhoods where
infrastructure is critical. The County
rehabilitation takes place, temporary
proactively maintains the water system
services are run to each house and
and to ensure Arlington remains a safe
temporary fire hydrants are installed
and healthy place to live and work.
to ensure public safety. The pipes are
first scraped clean, the residual water
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“Wipe” Out Sewer Backups
Although many of
these wipes say they
are “flushable” on the
packaging, do not flush
them down the toilet.
Wipes do not break down
like toilet paper. They may
create clogs in your pipes
and could cause a sewer
backup in your home.
Wipes also can create clogs
in the County sewer system
and at the Water Pollution
Control Plant, causing
equipment to break down
Wipes don’t break down like toilet paper. They create clogs in pipes and wear out more quickly.
and can damage equipment at the Water Pollution Control Plant.
The only things you
should flush down the toilet
are human waste and toilet
ou may have noticed the increase
paper.
Nothing
else — not wipes, facial
in the number and types of
tissues,
paper
products,
hair or dental
wipes available on the market. You can
floss.
Even
if
the
product
says it’s
purchase specialized wipes to clean
“flushable,”
put
it
in
the
trash.
yourself, your baby, and your kitchen

Y

or bathroom, among other things.

FAQs About Arlington’s Water
What is “hardness”? Is
Arlington’s water hard?

Hardness is primarily caused by
dissolved calcium and magnesium in
drinking water. It is more difficult to
create a sudsy lather with hard water
than with soft water, and hard water
can leave whitish deposits on water
fixtures such as faucets. Arlington’s
water is considered moderately hard
to hard. You can remove hardness by
using white vinegar.

I have had yellowish-red
water at my house in the
past. What can be done to
resolve it?

The discolored water results from a
disruption of iron oxide deposits on the
inside of older water distribution pipes,
typically those installed before 1960.
Sudden changes in the system — such
as when a fire hydrant is opened — can
stir up the iron oxide sediment and
cause temporary discoloration. County
crews flush the lines through fire
hydrants during the year to minimize
the buildup of sediment in the pipes,
which helps reduce the chances of
discolored water. The County also
undertakes rehabilitation of older water
mains in areas of the County where
discolored water has occurred more
than once.

There is a pinkish film that
is growing in my bathroom.
What is it? Is it dangerous?

Certain bacteria can thrive in humid
environments such as bathrooms,
forming a pink to orange “biofilm”
that is more pronounced with time.
Often this biofilm will appear as a

ring around the high water level in
a toilet or around a bathtub drain
or showerhead. The biofilm is not
dangerous under normal circumstances
and can be removed with bleachcontaining products.

Sometimes the water
appears milky or cloudy but
then becomes clear if left to
stand. What causes this?

Drinking water naturally contains
a certain amount of dissolved air. Air
dissolved in water can result in tiny
bubbles similar to those in carbonated
beverages, which can cause the water
to have a whitish or cloudy tint. This
is most likely to occur during winter
months when the water temperature
is low, because colder water can hold
more air than warmer water. The
bubbles disappear over time as the
water warms up.

I used to drink from the
garden hose all the time
as a kid. Why is this
discouraged?

The chemicals used to make
standard vinyl garden hoses flexible
can leach into the water, especially
when the weather is warm. The
chemicals are not good for you or for
your pets, so the water should not
be consumed unless the hose is wellflushed. There are, however, some
hoses that may be used for drinking
water. They are made with a “food
grade” plastic approved by the US
Food and Drug Administration and
will not contaminate the water.
Visit water.arlingtonva.us for more
information.

Arlington County residents can now join Capital Bikeshare
with cash - no credit or debit card required. This pilot
program lets Arlington County residents sign up in person
for an annual Capital Bikeshare membership for as little as
$8 in cash per month at any Commuter Store.
Where can I sign up for a cash membership?
You can sign up and add money to your account at any of the
four Commuter Stores or the Mobile Commuter Store located
throughout Arlington:
Ballston
Ballston-MU Metro Plaza
(kiosk at top of escalator)
4230 Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA 22203
Crystal City
Crystal City Shops North
1638-B Crystal Square Arcade
(across from Dunkin’ Donuts)
Arlington, VA 22202
Shirlington
2975 S. Quincy Street
(inside the Shirlington Bus Station, near the intersection of South
Randolph Street and 31st Street South, next to I-395)
Arlington, VA 22206
Rosslyn
1810 N. Moore Street
Arlington, VA 22209
Mobile Commuter Store
makes regularly scheduled stops throughout Arlington
visit www.commuterpage.com and search for “Mobile Commuter
Store” for schedule
HOURS:
Capital Bikeshare membership purchases can be made:
Monday - Friday from 9:30 am - 5 pm
Saturday at the Ballston and Rosslyn locations from 8 am - 2 pm.

FREE Paper Shredding: First Saturday of each month, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Residents can bring paper to the drop-off facility at 4300
29th St S. Limit of two boxes (no larger than 18x11x10 in.) or two paper bags. Accepted: Paper and checks/checkbooks (with staples,
paper clips). Not accepted: Magazines, catalogs, credit cards, three-ring binders or phone book-sized material.

CONSTRUCTIONUPDATES

Bike, Walk, Drive: Arlington Wants Everyone Safe

Crystal City Potomac Yard Transitway
The Transitway is expected to open in
summer 2015, rather than spring, due
to delays from winter weather and
unforeseen conditions at station sites. All
station construction in Crystal City and
Potomac Yard is scheduled for completion
in June, as the contractor is adjusting
work schedules to complete similar
elements at each site at the same time.
Have questions about this construction
project? Call 703-638-0165. For a
description of construction activities
and to sign up for email updates, visit
arlingtonva.us; search “Transitway.”

BEFORE
BEFORE

AFTER

Columbia Pike Street Improvements
and Utility Undergrounding
The long-awaited street improvements
between South Wakefield Street and
South Four Mile Run continue to move
toward completion. South Four Mile
Run Minor is prepped for asphalt,
and sidewalks are done along Four
Mile Run Minor and the south side
of Columbia Pike. Street trees will be
installed after any remaining concrete
work is commpleted. Substantial project
completion is anticipated for June. For
more information, visit arlingtonva.
us; search “Columbia Pike Utility
Undergrounding.”

Columbia Pike Transit Stations
In January 2015, the County started
engineering work for new transit stations
along Columbia Pike – the busiest bus
transit corridor in Virginia. This work
involves developing detailed construction
plans and specifications based on the
new, more cost-effective design concept
unveiled last year. During the engineering
design process, we invited residents, bus
riders and other stakeholders to provide
input on various station amenities and
the configuration of station elements.
Materials from our April public meeting
are available online. Visit arlingtonva.us;
search “Transit Stations.”

AFTER

W

hether you bike, walk, jog or
drive, Arlington is constantly
making improvements that will make
it safer and more pleasant for you to
move around the County. Here are
some recent projects:
Trail heading to Randolph
Elementary School: We’ve widened it
in places so cyclists and pedestrians
can share the path. We’ve added timed
lighting so you can see where you’re
going before school and after the
extended day program. We’ve added a
bridge, and put in a vegetative swale —
an open-channel drainage-way that
is more environmentally sensitive
(and prettier!) than traditional storm
sewer pipes. Funding came from the
Neighborhood Conservation Program.

AFTER

sequences requiring motorists to slow
down and stop, while pedestrians are
still crossing. After pedestrians and
cyclists cross, the HAWK goes dark
again, allowing motorists to continue
through the intersection.
Arlington is committed to making
improvements that target safety
and accessibility for all modes of
transportation — whether you bike,
walk, drive or take public transit.
Want to know more about HAWK
signals? Visit arlingtonva.us;
search “HAWK.” n

HHM Celebrates 30 Years of Service

Residents helped reach this important milestone

S

tarted in 1985, Arlington’s
Household Hazardous Materials
(HHM) program is celebrating 30 years
of service to the community. HHM
products are flammable, corrosive,
poisonous or potentially hazardous
and require special waste management.
They’re typically found in kitchens,
bathrooms, workshops or garages,
and they pose human health and
environmental risks when managed
improperly. Examples include paints
and cleaning agents.

disposal of unwanted materials. The
comprehensive strategy:
• Promote citizen awareness about the
proper handling of HHM.

Supporting the
County’s vision

HHM facility details

Created to support the County’s
vision of a sustainable and safe
community, the program provides
safe collection, transport and
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Streets that parallel Columbia Pike:
Check out the improved intersection
crossings at either end of the Doctor’s
Run Park trail that will make your
bike trip more comfortable. These
improvements were completed as part
of the Columbia Pike Bike Boulevards
project. The plan also includes
installing a HAWK signal this summer
to improve pedestrian crossings at
South George Mason Drive and 13th
Street South.
A HAWK Beacon is a device that
helps pedestrians and cyclists safely
cross busy streets. HAWKs work the
same as button-activated traffic signals
and stop traffic with a red light. They
can be triggered automatically or
manually with a push button. HAWKs
go through a series of yellow and red

• Reduce the amount of HHM in the
municipal solid waste stream.
• Limit the amount dumped down the
drain and discharged to the water
treatment plant.
• Reduce risk of injuries to sanitation
workers, the community and the
environment.

The HHM facility is located on the
grounds of the Water Pollution Control
Plant at 530 31st Street South. The
facility is open to County residents
on Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
and Monday through Friday by
appointment only.

Program background

The Water Pollution Control
Bureau, within the Department of
Environmental Services, oversees the
HHM program — which also brings
residents the popular biannual E-CARE
events. To learn more about the
program, go to arlingtonva.us; search
“HHM.” n

A

Adopt-a-Street: Make a pledge today to sweep your street, curb and storm drain of trash and
debris, and help keep our community clean. To become a steward of your street, visit arlingtonva.us;
search “Adopt-a-Street.”

How it works
• Register online today at egov.
arlingtonva.us/rppp.
• To avoid delays, renters should
send proof of residency with their

application (copy of lease or recent
utility bill).

• Due to the volume of renewals,
a four-week turnaround time is
required to process requests.
Households can receive one free flex
pass, a maximum of five short-term
visitor passes and a maximum of three
vehicle-specific permits.

N.

Bo
un d

rth

• Vehicles must be registered with the
Commissioner of Revenue’s Office
(have a decal).

Columbia Island
Marina

ary C
hann
el Dr
.

New FlexPass placards will replace
renewal stickers to improve system
security. For details, visit parkarlington.
com or email park@arlingtonva.us. n
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t’s crunch time for 2015-2016
residential parking permits. Eligible
residents should apply by June 1 to
ensure their permit arrives before the
old one expires. Display the new passes
by July 1 to avoid parking citations.
More than 10,500 residents are
eligible for the program, which eases
parking in residential neighborhoods
adjacent to major corridors or trafficgenerating areas.
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ArlingtonVA Mobile App

M

ore than a year ago, the
ArlingtonVA mobile app
launched, making it easier to report
problems such as potholes, missed
trash pick-ups, fallen trees, damaged
playground equipment, missing or
broken signs, graffiti and more. Nearly
2,800 requests have come through
the app — and more than 6,600 more
through the “Report a Problem” website
at arlingtonva.us/reportproblem.

How the app works
• Report a probem when you spot it,
right from your mobile device (or
later from your desktop at home via
the website).
• Include a photo with your request,
which provides more detail.

• If GPS and location services are
enabled on your mobile device,
the exact location of the issue will
populate (or you can enter the
location).
• Sign up with your email, and you’ll
receive a tracking number and
notifications.
• Online service requests are
automatically routed to the right
people in the right County division
(so you don’t have to know which
department handles what).

How to get the app

Download the app from iTunes
(choose iPhone, not iPad) or the
Android app from the Google Play
Store. Search for ArlingtonVA. n

Requests by Source
iPad/iPhone

664

Desktop

6,675

Je

T

W

acebook

hen posted on
fb.com/arlingtonva,
this photo was a big hit.
Here’s a sampling of
comments. n

Many 1,000s more requests have been
logged into the system by Environmental
Services call center staff.
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he Boundary Channel Drive
Interchange project will replace
the existing interchange with Interstate
395 and improve traffic operations on
this major thoroughfare between the
County and the District of Columbia.
The project will construct two
roundabouts at the end of the ramps
from I-395 to Boundary Channel Drive,
eliminate redundant traffic ramps
to and from I-395, and remove a
dangerous “weave-merge,” improving
traffic flow and safety. A new
connection to the Mount Vernon Trail
will be completed as part of the project
for trail users to access Long Bridge
Drive, the Pentagon and Crystal City.
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This is a regionally significant
project involving Arlington’s partners
at the Federal Highway Administration,
Department of Defense, National
Park Service, Virginia Department
of Transportation and the District’s
Department of Transportation.
County staff are seeking input on
the design alternatives presented to
the community earlier this month at
Aurora Hills Community Center. For
more information or to provide input,
go to arlingtonva.us; search “Boundary
Channel Drive.” n

oto

Barbara Officer Quade was an unforgettable man
who gave me my first impression, a very positive
one, of police officers. So great to see his pic!
April 24 at 7:59 pm

Ginny This is my
dad......so proud!!!!
April 24 at 2:41 pm

From Feb. 1, 2014-April 27, 2015

Sampling of issues reported through the app
Charlie Ginny.....I
think all of us kids
loved your dad!!
April 24 at 4:15 pm

Damaged equipment

Pothole

Fallen sign

Broken trash can

Bicycle Inspection, 1969: Arlington County Police Officer John Quade
conducts safety inspections for childrens’ bicycles. Quade was one of several
County police officers who did extensive outreach to Arlington Public Schools,
including safety inspections, education and training.
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APS News
Your School Board

Reflecting on the School Year
by Dr. Pat Murphy, Superintendent

I
James Lander, Chair
Emma Violand-Sánchez, Vice Chair

Members, L to R: Barbara Kanninen,
Abby Raphael, Nancy Van Doren

School Board Office:
1426 N. Quincy St.
Arlington, Va. 22207
703-228-6015 (voice)
703-228-7640 (fax)
E-mail: school.board@apsva.us
Residents who wish to meet with a Board
member may do so on a walk-in basis
during Open Office Hours on Monday
from 5-7 p.m. on days when school is in
session. School Board members can also
meet by appointment with small groups of
individuals to discuss issues or positions.
If Monday is a holiday, Open Office Hours
are held the following Tuesday from
8:30-10:30 a.m.
School Board Meetings:
Arlington School Board meeting dates, times,
agendas and other information are available
online at www.apsva.us/schoolboard.

Connecting ...
... With Our Community
Over the course of the year, APS
communicates with families, staff and
the community on a variety of issues.
The APS website (www.apsva.us)
is one of our primary communication
tools, serving families, students, staff
and the public. We also have an active
social media presence on Facebook,
Twitter, YouTube and Instagram.
The website can be automatically
translated into 14 languages,
and provides access to things like
registration requirements, school
calendars, emergency announcements,
and aquatics schedules, as well as
information on everything ranging
from graduation statistics to
community planning meetings to
instructional programs of study, and
much, much more.

Congratulations to the Class of 2015! Over 1,300 seniors will graduate
from APS on June 18. For more info, visit www.apsva.us/graduation,
or post your photos and videos on our Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram pages using #2015APSgrads.

n the midst of graduations and our
many other end-of-year celebrations,
I appreciate this opportunity to reflect
on what we have achieved together
and to share how we have made that
success happen in partnership with the
Arlington community. Thanks to your
investment and commitment to our
public schools, we are able to ensure
positive outcomes for students, making
Arlington Public Schools one of the
highest-performing school divisions in
the country.
In April, The Washington Post
announced its annual “Challenge
Index” rankings of U.S. high schools.
Once again, the index ranked all four
Arlington high schools in the top 75
among the region’s high schools and
in the top three percent among all
22,000 high schools in the nation.
Our graduation rate, SOL test scores,
SAT/ACT participation and Advanced
Placement exam results are all trending
in the right direction. These results
are due to the dedication of our entire
community to guarantee excellent
learning opportunities for every child
in every school.
This year, the County and School
Boards worked closely to ensure that
APS will continue to have the critical
financial resources needed to educate
our children. Our County Board’s
FY2016 budget includes an additional
$6.183 million to fully fund the School
Board’s request. These additional
funds will help APS maintain current
class sizes; pay for enrollment
growth; exchange most early release
Wednesdays for full days of instruction
at all of our elementary schools; and
provide APS staff with a well-deserved

compensation
increase. Both
elected Boards
recognize the
correlation of
strong schools
with strong
communities, and
thanks to your
support, education
funding remains a
top priority here in
Arlington.
We are
grateful for the
community’s continued support of
schools, including last fall’s 75%
approval of our school bond funding.
We are growing at a faster pace than
we’ve experienced in decades, and
that means we need to rapidly expand
classroom space to accommodate
more students. We are excited to be
opening the brand-new Discovery
Elementary School in September of
this year. In addition, the School
Board has approved designs to add
classroom space at McKinley and
Abingdon Elementary Schools, and at
Washington-Lee High School. All of
these projects are possible thanks to
the community’s investment.
Recognizing that families serve a
critical role in making sure children
are successful, earlier this year
the School Board approved a new
Family and Community Engagement
policy. Our new Family Engagement
Coordinator will be on board next
year, helping us to focus on this effort
as we move forward.
As we look ahead to the summer,
we know that our students’ success

Partners in Action

Operation Rain Barrel
For the fourth year in a row, APS
and George Mason University (GMU)
partnered on “Operation Rain Barrel”
to engage students in learning about
environmental sustainability. GMU
provided each school with a rain
barrel and educational information to
incorporate into lessons as part of the
project. All of the rain barrels were
auctioned off during GMU’s “Go Gaga
for Green” event on April 25. Proceeds
were donated to the Arlington County
Council of PTAs Scholarship Fund and
to GMU’s Early Identification Program
(EIP) for first-generation college-bound
middle and high school students. The
2015 winners are: 1st Place: Arlington
Mill; 2nd Place: Key Elementary School;
3rd Place: Career Center; Honorable
Mention: the Stratford Program. n

depends on the support of dedicated
staff, caring families and our
committed community. We also know
that learning continues throughout
the summer. This year, many of
our students will take advantage of
additional instruction through our APS
summer school programs. Through
close collaboration with the County
libraries and recreation centers,
children also will have a wide variety
of places in the community to continue
to learn, play and grow. Many local
businesses and volunteers will continue
to provide vital support through many
of our summer reading programs this
year. All of these efforts will help to
nurture student learning all summer
long.
All of us play a vital role in making
Arlington Public Schools one of the
best in the country. We appreciate the
support we have received from the
entire community this year, and look
forward to welcoming everyone back in
September for a new year of learning
and achievement. n

Arlington Mill

Key

Career Center

Stratford

More than 500 businesses and
community organizations partner
with Arlington schools and programs.
To recognize their important
contributions, APS has launched a new
video series called “Partners In Action”
that highlights the support our partners
provide to schools. Watch episodes of
“Partners in Action” online at
www.apsva.us/partnersinaction, or on
YouTube at www.youtube.com/AETVaps.
“Partners in Action” can also be viewed
on Comcast Cable Channel 70 and
Verizon FiOS Channel 41.

Follow us on:
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fb.com/ArlingtonPublicSchools

twitter.com/APSVirginia

youtube.com/AETVaps

@APSVirginia

Key Dates for the 2015-16 School Year: Sept. 8—First Day of School; Nov. 25-27—Thanksgiving Break; Dec. 21Jan. 1—Winter Break; March 21-25—Spring Break; June 22—Last Day of High School; June 23—Last Day of Middle
School and High School Graduation; June 24—Last Day of Elementary School. For additional school calendars, visit
www.apsva.us/calendars.

Mark Your Calendar
MAY

Memorial Day
No School

JUN

Stratford Program
Graduation

25
6

JUN

17

Last Day for High School
(Early Release);
Middle School Promotion
Ceremonies;
H-B Woodlawn Graduation,
6:15 p.m., H-B Woodlawn

JUN

18

JUN

19

Last Day of Middle School
(Early Release);
High School Graduation
Ceremonies
at DAR Constitution Hall
-Washington-Lee (10 a.m.)
-Yorktown (3 p.m.)
-Wakefield (8 p.m.)
Last Day for Elementary
School (Early Release);
Arlington Mill High School
Graduation Ceremony
9:30 a.m., Washington-Lee;
Langston Graduation
Ceremony
1:00 p.m., Washington-Lee

JUL
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First Day of Summer
School

To view the complete calendar,
visit: www.apsva.us/calendar

Discovery Elementary
School to Open Sept. 8
Last March, APS began construction
on the first Net Zero Energy School
on the east coast. Equipped with
geothermal wells and an array of solar
panels covering almost the entire roof,
Discovery Elementary School will
produce as much or more energy than
it will use in a year. The school building
is expected to achieve LEED Gold or
Platinum certification upon completion.
Discovery will open to students on Sept. 8.
Principal Dr. Erin Russo is working
with parents and students to select the
school colors and mascot which will be
announced this summer. More info is
online at www.apsva.us/discovery. n

Summer Reading Opportunities

F

or several years, Arlington
School Board members and
Arlington Public Schools staff have
been concerned that summer vacation
increases the achievement gap in
reading between low-income children
and their middle-class peers, which
is clearly illustrated by decades of
research. This performance decline is
called the “summer slide,” and it has
been attributed to the discrepancy in
children’s access to printed materials
during the summer months.
Families are encouraged to
participate in various summer activities
offered by APS and Arlington County
Libraries to help reduce summer slide.

The Traveling Trolley

APS launched the award-winning
Traveling Trolley to bring parents
and students from their local school
bus stops to the nearest public library
for summer reading opportunities,
educational activities and read-aloud
programs. Last year, almost 10% of
trolley riders received a library card for
the first time, and a record number of
families attended the library’s weekly
summer reading program because they
were able to ride the trolley directly to
the event.
The Trolley runs each Wednesday
in July for students at Carlin Springs,
Barcroft, Hoffman-Boston and Drew
elementary schools. Pickup times
and locations will be communicated
through each school.
The Traveling Trolley
The Traveling Trolley was recognized
as a first-place winner in the 2014
Magna Awards program, sponsored
by the National School Boards
Association’s (NSBA) American School
Board Journal. The Magna Awards
recognize districts across the country
for outstanding programs that advance
student learning and encourage
community involvement in schools.
The Traveling Trolley has also been
announced as an honoree for the
Districts of Distinction Award, and
featured in the March issue of District
Administration magazine.
In addition to these awards, the
Traveling Trolley received a $25,000
grant from Graham Holdings Company
to increase parent outreach and
expand the trolley this summer.

The Abingdon Book Bus

Abingdon’s Book Bus runs weekly in
July and August. The Read & Roll Book
Bus will make weekly stops throughout
the school’s neighborhood zone so
that students can check out books.
More information about the Book
Bus, including stops and times, will be
available on the Abingdon website.

Let’s Give a Cheer!
APS Celebrates Excellence
2015 APS Principal of the Year
Oakridge Elementary School
Principal Lynne Wright

Check out Books for the Summer

Some APS schools allow students
to check out books for the whole
summer. Books must be checked out
during the schools’ regular library
hours before the end of the school year.
Participating schools include: Barrett,
Campbell, Claremont, Glebe, HoffmanBoston, Jamestown, Long Branch,
McKinley, and Nottingham.

2015 APS Teacher of the Year
Patrick Henry Elementary School
4th grade teacher Dahlia Constantine

Arlington Public Library

The Library’s “Summer Reading”
program provides educational,
engaging reading activities for pre-K,
elementary, middle and high schoolers
throughout the summer. The Library
will also engage families with the
acclaimed program “Read to the
Rhythm,” with activities for kids and
adults alike, from June 6-Sept. 12.
Registration for summer programs
starts June 6. For more details, visit
library.arlingtonva.us. n

Community Facilities
Study Meetings
Earlier this year, the Arlington
School and County Boards launched
a broad-based, year-long community
facilities planning effort to build
a consensus framework regarding
the community’s future funding
and facility needs. The consensus
framework will inform County and
School Board decision-making
related to meeting the community’s
requirements for additional schools,
fire stations, vehicle storage sites and
other facility needs in the context of
projected economic and demographic
growth.
The Resident Forum, a group open to
all interested Arlingtonians, is meeting
with the committee to provide broad
input throughout the process.
A number of meetings have been
scheduled for this summer, including:
• May 27: Meeting #8, 7-10 p.m. at
the Parks and Natural Resources
Building
• June 2: Community Facilities Study:
Public Open House #1. All day at
Courthouse Plaza
• June 10: Meeting #9, 7-10 p.m. at
the Parks and Natural Resources
Building
• June 24: Meeting #10, 7-10 p.m. at
Wakefield High School n

2015 APS Support Employees of the Year
• Cara M. Lamont – Kindergarten
Assistant, Jamestown
• Hoa Tran – Food Services,
Nottingham
• Samrach Nguon – Special Needs
Bus Driver, Facilities and Operations
• Darlene Carr-Greene –
Transportation
• Carol Thompson – Administrative
Support, Yorktown
• Steve Edwards – Custodian,
Facilities and Operations
• Jennifer Dalley – Extended Day,
Nottingham
Yorktown High School Coding Club
members (l-r) Evan Cater, Brandon
Peck and Ji Seok Lee placed first in
the World Citizenship category at the
Microsoft Imagine Cup U.S. National
Finals in San Francisco. This team of
students competed against universitylevel opponents to win $4,000 and
one of three spots at the Imagine Cup
World Semi-Finals, which will be held
at Microsoft headquarters July 27-31.
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El presupuesto del año fiscal 2016 no
incluye un aumento a la tasa impositiva

L

os arlingtonianos no observarán
un incremento de la tasa
impositiva en 2015 en virtud del
presupuesto de $1.16 mil millones para
el año fiscal 2016 aprobado por la
Junta del Condado el 21 de abril.
“Este presupuesto preserva los
valores de nuestra comunidad,
financia totalmente a las escuelas y
agrega financiación para desarrollo
económico, seguridad pública y otros
servicios claves, sin aumentar la tasa
impositiva”, dijo la Presidenta de la
Junta Mary Hynes.
Hynes señaló que, debido
al aumento de las valuaciones
residenciales, el propietario promedio
de Arlington observará un aumento de
4 porciento en su carga de impuestos
y tasas — pasarán de $7,286 a $7,567
en el año fiscal 2016. Eso se traduce en
aproximadamente $23 por mes o $281
por año.
El Presupuesto del Fondo General
del Condado aumentará 1.1 porciento
respecto del presupuesto aprobado del
año fiscal 2015, con un aumento de
4.5 porciento en la financiación del
Condado para las Escuelas.

Puntos claves

Financiación total para escuelas: El
Condado satisfizo las necesidades de las
Escuelas aumentando la financiación
a $451.6 millones en financiación
continua.
Más financiación para desarrollo
económico: La Junta agregó $1.4

millones al presupuesto propuesto
por la Administradora para desarrollo
económico. Proporcionar más
financiación para viajes, turismo,
marketing, el programa públicoprivado Tandem-NSI y para mantener
la competitividad del Condado.
Cierre de Artisphere: En referencia
a la necesidad continua y significativa
de apoyo impositivo para mantener el
funcionamiento del aclamado centro
de cultura y arte, la Junta decidió
cerrar Artisphere a final de junio de
2015. Del dinero ahorrado, $496,000
se redirigirán a financiar programas
alternativos de cultura y arte en el
Condado.
Mejoramiento del transporte en
autobús: La Junta financió mejoras
en las rutas de autobús, busca mejorar
las conexiones entre Columbia Pike y
el corredor Rosslyn-Ballston además
agregara algunos servicios los fines de
semana.
Viviendas asequibles, programas
para ciclistas/peatones: La Junta
mantuvo $12.5 millones en
financiación para el Fondo de Inversión
para Viviendas Asequibles (AHIF,
por sus siglas en inglés), la cuenta de
préstamos renovables del Condado que
financia la compra y renovación de
viviendas asequibles en Arlington. La
Junta también mantuvo $812,121 en
financiación para los programas para
ciclistas/peatones del Condado. n

Utilice su parrilla – de manera segura
Consejos del Departamento de Bomberos

L

legó la época del año ideal para
encender la parrilla. Sin embargo,
las parrillas pueden implicar un grave
peligro de incendio y exposición a
gases tóxicos si se usan de forma
incorrecta. Algunos consejos de
seguridad al usar la parrilla:
• Use la parrilla solo afuera.
• Coloque la parrilla como mínimo
a 15 pies de distancia de barandas
de terrazas suspendidas, y otros
combustibles, incluidos aleros o
vegetación colgante.
• Abra la tapa de la parrilla a gas antes
de encenderla.
• No agregue líquido de encendido
con carbón vegetal después de haber
encendido la leña o el carbón.
• Mantenga a los niños y las mascotas
a una distancia de 3 pies del área de
la parrilla.
• No descuide la parrilla.
• Elimine periódicamente la
acumulación de aceite y grasa de las
bandejas debajo de la parrilla para
que no se prendan con el calor.
• Tenga cuidado al desechar las cenizas
y no las guarde en un envase plástico
u otro envase combustible. Las
cenizas del carbón vegetal pueden
permanecer calientes durante varios
días y pueden iniciar un incendio
mucho después de haber usado la
parrilla. n

Exprese su opinión sobre la política preliminar de viviendas asequibles

E

n marzo se lanzó una revisión
comunitaria de dos documentos
preliminares de políticas sobre
viviendas asequibles que continuará
hasta julio de 2015. Participe en esta
conversación comunitaria sobre el
futuro de la asequibilidad de viviendas
en Arlington.
Los dos documentos de políticas —
Plan Maestro de Viviendas Asequibles
Preliminar y Marco de Implementación
Preliminar — son resultado de un
Estudio sobre Viviendas Asequibles
liderado por el Condado por casi tres
años. La Junta del Condado inició
el estudio en 2012 para responder a
los desafíos cambiantes del mercado
inmobiliario y a las necesidades de la
comunidad.
Planificar la próxima generación
de asequibilidad de viviendas apoya
a la población de Arlington, mejora
nuestros vecindarios y fortalece nuestra
economía. Las recomendaciones se
basan en meses de investigación, un
análisis minucioso de las necesidades,
proyecciones detalladas y más de
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dos docenas de reuniones con la
comunidad y el grupo de trabajo.
La Junta del Condado revisó ambos
documentos en una sesión de trabajo
del 23 de marzo. Las áreas claves de
debate incluyeron objetivos de la oferta
de viviendas, distribución geográfica,
preferencia para los residentes y
trabajadores del Condado, propietarios
con ingresos medios y flexibilidad de
los tipos de viviendas más allá de los
corredores urbanos. La Junta acordó
que los documentos estaban listos para
revisión pública.
La revisión comunitaria se lanzó
en un foro público el 28 de marzo
donde los participantes se dividieron
en grupos pequeños para debatir los
temas claves y propusieron políticas.
Las opiniones obtenidas durante este
esfuerzo se utilizarán para perfeccionar
los documentos preliminares antes de
ser considerados para aprobación por la
Junta del Condado en julio de 2015.
Para más información sobre el
presupuesto del año fiscal 2016, visite
arlingtonva.us; busque “FY 2016
Budget”. n

Participe, opine
• Asista a las reuniones y los eventos
programados en la primavera de 2015
con comisiones, comités y grupos de
interés para debatir los documentos
preliminares. Para ver el cronograma
completo, visite arlingtonva.us y busque
“affordable housing study”.
• Participe en el foro comunitario virtual
en Open Arlington, donde podrá
responder una encuesta sobre temas
claves. Visite openarlington.us para
participar antes del 31 de mayo.
• Comuníquese con nosotros para expresar
su opinión, o invitar a un experto a su
próxima reunión comunitaria:
»» Correo electrónico: housingstudy@
arlingtonva.us
»» Twitter: @planArlingtonVA
»» Facebook: fb.com/planarlingtonva
»» Teléfono: 703-228-3765

En los apartamentos
El uso de parrillas a gas o carbón en
edificios de apartamentos o balcones
de apartamentos con jardín está
prohibido por el código contra
incendios, salvo que el edificio y
balcón estén protegidos por un
sistema de rociadores automáticos.
Su incumplimiento puede implicar
encarcelamiento y una multa de
$2,500. Para más información sobre
cómo prevenir incendios, visite nuestra
página web en fire.arlingtonva.us/es.

Alertas sobre Impuestos
Impuestos inmobiliarios
Las cuentas correspondientes al primer
pago de los impuestos inmobiliarios
se enviaron por correo a principios de
mayo y deben ser pagadas el 15 de junio.
Si sus impuestos son pagados por su
compañía hipotecaria, usted no recibirá
una factura a menos que la Oficina
del Tesorero no recibe el pago. Si usted
recibe una factura que debería haberse
pagado de una cuenta de depósito en
garantía, póngase en contacto con su
compañía hipotecaria. Si recientemente
ha pagado su hipoteca, usted debe recibir
una factura y pagar directamente sus
impuestos. Para más información, llame a
la Oficina del Tesorero al 703-228-4000
o visite topics.arlingtonva.us/realestate/
taxes-payments.

Alerta – pago de Propiedad
Personal sobre vehículos
En el último mes, todos los propietarios
de vehículos de Arlington deben haber
recibido su 2015 Avisos sobre el pago de
propiedad personal sobre Vehículo para
el 2015. Si hay una inexactitud o tiene
algún cambio, llame al 703-228-3135
o por correo electrónico a vehicle@
arlingtonva.us. Si no hay inexactitudes
o cambios, no debe hacer nada.

