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MISSION
To reduce the incidence of crime and
improve the quality of life in Arlington
County by making it a place where all
people can live safely and without fear.

POLICING PHILOSOPHY
The Arlington County Police Department
has adopted a geographic based police
philosophy, comprised of three districts.
Officers will be responsible for most
police services provided to the
community to include response to both
emergency and non-emergency calls for
service, preliminary criminal
investigations, special event planning
and school liaison.
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Message from the Chief
M. Douglas Scott
It was an honor to serve the citizens of Arlington County in 2014! I
remain extremely proud to lead a Police Department comprised
of men and women with the highest ethical standards and
professionalism.
My goal as Chief of Police is to make Arlington County a safe place
to live, work and play. Partnering with the community, we were
able to achieve the lowest overall crime rate since 1961 as we continue to maintain excellent relationships with our citizens. Building upon our past successes with community policing, the Arlington County Police Department is committed to a geographic
based philosophy that addresses crime through a shared relationship between citizens and officers in their neighborhoods.
It is my pleasure to present you with the 2014 Arlington County Police Department Annual Report. This report is an opportunity for
you to learn about crime that occurs in the community, revisit significant achievements and analyze trends .
Please take time to learn about the Arlington County Police Department and take advantage of the many opportunities to communicate with us to explore ways we can work together.
Respectfully,
M. Douglas Scott, Chief of Police
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Command Staff
Deputy Chief Daniel Murray
Criminal Investigations Division
Organized Crime Section
Criminal Investigations Section

Deputy Chief Michael Dunne
Operations Division
Patrol Sections
District Teams
Special Operations Section

Deputy Chief M. Jay Farr
Systems Management Division
Support Management Section
Information & Technology Management
Human Resources Management
Fiscal Management Unit
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ACPD Facts
2014

Arlington Population:
226,908
ACPD Sworn Force:
361
ACPD Professional Staff:
90
Felony Arrests:
1,213
Misdemeanor Arrests:
3,659
Traffic Accidents:
2,470
Traffic Citations:
47,968
Special Events:
76
Motors Escorts:
241
Red Light Violations:
5,760

2014 Crime Statistics
CRIME CATEGORY
HOMICIDE

1

RAPE

27

ROBBERY

110

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT

141

BURGLARY

206

LARCENY

3233

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT

156

TOTAL

3863
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COMPARISONS
Crime Statistics between 2012 & 2013

2013

2014

0

1

26

27

Robbery:

126

110

Aggravated Assault:

175

141

Burglary:

240

206

Larceny:

3486

3233

156

145

4209

3863

Homicide:
Rape:

Motor Vehicle Theft:
Total Part 1 Offenses:

ARLINGTON, Va. – Arlington's overall crime decreased 8.22% in 2014 resulting in the lowest rate since 1961, the Arlington
County Police Department reported today. The crime data is collected using the National Incident-Based Reporting System
(NIBRS).
The grand total of Part I offenses (homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny and motor vehicle theft) was 3,863
in 2014, down from 4,209 in 2013. Additionally, the Police Department received a total of 89,426 calls for service during the calendar year. “The historically low crime rate is a true testament to the partnership among the community and Police Department,” commented Chief of Police M. Douglas Scott. “We will continue make these partnerships even stronger as it has made our community
safer.”
Following current national trends, part one offenses declined in Arlington County as well. Robberies decreased by 12.7% from
2013, with a total of 110 reported incidents. The number of burglaries decreased as well, dropping from 240 cases last year to 206, a
14.17% decline. The largest decrease in part I offenses were the cases of aggravated assaults, down 19.43%. In addition, larcenies
and motor vehicle thefts both experienced a little over 7% decreases. Even with crime rates at historic lows, the Arlington County
Police Department will continue to actively patrol and maintain safety, and will attempt to identify causes for crimes so that they
may be addressed.
There was one homicide last year in Arlington, a result of a domestic-related incident. There was one category that experienced a
marginal increase from 26 in 2013 to 27 in 2014, a 3.85% rise in rapes were reported. Police will continue to promote safety and
awareness throughout the year and through the first several months of 2015, the numbers are trending downward.
The Arlington County Police Department remains focused on the reduction of the incidents of crime, and the improvement of quality of life in Arlington County, and will continue to work diligently to reduce crime and keep Arlington’s neighborhoods safe.
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2014 in Review
1st Annual Chief for the Day
The Arlington County Police Department hosted the first annual Chief for the Day event on August 5,
2015. The winner, Patrick, submitted his essay on “What it means to be a police officer” and was
selected. He was able to spend the day with ACPD and participate in several fun activities including a
k-9 and motors demo.
Arlington County Police Chief M. Douglas Scott sat down and had lunch with Patrick after his swearing
in ceremony.

Twenty-Five Year Old Cold Case Closed
The Arlington County Police Department’s Criminal Investigations Division has closed two, twenty-five
year old unsolved cases after William Couch pled guilty to abduction with intent to defile and object
sexual penetration.
Theophani K. Stamos, Arlington County Commonwealth’s Attorney and M. Douglas Scott, Arlington
County’s Chief of Police made the announcement following Couch’s plea.
On May 9, 1989, a female victim went to bed leaving her door unlocked. During the night, a male suspect entered her residence and sexually assaulted her. He then robbed the victim of cash and fled the
scene.
On September 11, 1989, a second female victim arrived at work early for her shift. She was grabbed
from behind and forced into the maintenance room, where she was choked and raped by the perpetrator. After the rape, the suspect fled in an unknown direction.
In January of 2013, cold case detectives reviewed evidence from these cases and in June of 2013 William
Couch became a suspect. On February 17, 2014 Couch was indicted on charges in connection to these
assaults. On June 12, 2014, he pled guilty and was sentenced to 45 years on each case.
Deputy Chief Daniel J. Murray, Commander of the Criminal Investigations Division, stated, “Once
again the value of a having a Cold Case Squad has been proven as we were able to bring some closure to
two victims while bringing this sexual predator to justice.”
These cases were investigated by Master Police Officers Robert Icolari and Rosa Ortiz and prosecuted
by Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Cari M. Steele.

2014 in Review
ACPD Hosts Community Forum Focusing
on Trust and Confidence in Criminal
Justice System
On October 15, 2014, the Arlington County Police Department hosted a
interactive community forum on the trust and confidence the
community has in the criminal justice system.

With recent national media coverage of law enforcement and
community relationships, the Police Department felt it was
imperative to continue to build relationships through open dialogue.

Panel members discussed topics such as use of force, community
policing and the use of police body cameras. The interactive discussion was moderated by WJLA News Channel 7 Northern Virginia Bureau Chief, Jeff Goldberg.

PD Expands Social Media Through Live
Tweeting Events
Recognizing the community interest in the Police
Department’s involvement in the numerous special events,
our social media presence expanded by live tweeting .
Weather related events and bar crawls received national
coverage!

Contact Us
Arlington County Police Department
1425 N. Courthouse Road
Arlington,Virginia 22201

Emergencies:

911

Non-emergencies: 703.558.2222
Telephone Reporting Unit: 703.228.4300
police@arlingtonva.us
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