
FALL 2015 
WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608  Military Road 

Arlington, VA  22207 

GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us 

703-228-3403  

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA  22204  

LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-6535 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA  22207 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-7033 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG    

and to find other information 

about our nature and conservation 

programs at http://

parks.arlingtonva.us 

FALL IN LOVE  

WITH NATURE! 

REGISTRATION 

BEGINS  

August 17, 2015  

E 
ach season brings new spectacles, and    

Fall is no different.  With shortening     

days and cooler temperatures many birds 

begin migrating south to their winter 

homes.  Chimney Swifts are one of these birds,    

and they provide an amazing spectacle we can see 

right here in Arlington!  These fast fliers live up to 

their names, with rapid, bat-like wingbeats. Their 

short, squared-off tail makes them look ‘like a cigar 

with wings’. Swifts cannot stand or perch upright - 

only cling to vertical surfaces. With these adapta-

tions they nest on cliffs or in hollow trees, though 

human structures like chimneys are also used.    

They mate for life, but are gregarious when not   

caring for young.   

 

After the breeding season, Chimney Swifts roost 

communally in groups that number in the hundreds 

or thousands. As night approaches, the Swifts begin 

circling the entrance to the roost. As the circling 

birds increase in numbers the flock appears to be   

in a vortex, a mini-tornado of flying Swifts!  After 

several birds enter the roost the rest follow rapidly, 

as if the Swift vortex is draining into the roost.  In     

a matter of minutes, the sky is clear of Swifts as if  

they were never there.  Join us to view this specta-

cle this September, with A Chimney Swift Night  

Out on page 2, or Chimney Swifts Put On a Show! 

on page 6.   

 

Another welcome sight this fall are two additions   

to our nature centers’ staff!  Bobbi Farley is the new 

Park Naturalist at Long Branch Nature Center, join-

ing Rachael Tolman and Cliff Fairweather there.  She 

comes to us from a position as a Teacher/Naturalist  

with the Massachusetts Audubon Society.  Bobbi  

once spent a year in Florida doing wildlife rescue, 

and enjoys target archery.  

 

Ken Rosenthal is the new Park Naturalist at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center, joining Jennifer Soles and 

David Farner.   He comes to Arlington from Walker 

Nature Center in Reston, VA. Ken has worked at 

nature centers in Colorado, Indiana, Ohio, and Vir-

ginia. In his spare time Ken likes to hike and photo-

graph nature, then spend his evenings with field 

guides in front of the computer trying to figure out 

what he took pictures of.   

See Swifts this September! 
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The Snag is published quarterly by Arlington 

County’s Department of Parks and Recreation 

Conservation & Interpretation Section.  Our 

mission is to increase enjoyment, understanding 

and stewardship of Arlington's natural and 

cultural resources through outreach and 

education.   

 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and to find other 

information about our nature and conservation 

programs at  http://parks.arlingtonva.us 

Habitat 
Restoration 
Want to increase species diversity right here in Arlington? 

Work parties are held every month and are making a real 

difference, with the return of ferns and wildflowers and the 

animals that depend on them, in areas once covered in 

destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen! Adults, 

teens and families with children eight and older are welcome 

to join us. No registration required. Call nature centers for 

information. Free.  

 

Second Sundays  

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 

Sunday, Sep. 13, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Sunday, Oct. 11, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Sunday, Nov. 8, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

 
 

Third Sundays  

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Sunday, Sep. 20, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Sunday, Oct. 18, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Sunday, Nov. 15, 2:00 - 4:00pm  

Birding Trips Afield   
 

Adults.  Come birding with us!  Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink 

and snacks for the day. The trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes.  For information: 703-

228-3403.  Meet at the Lubber Run Community Center parking lot, 300 N. Park Dr., Arlington, VA 22203.  

 

BIRDING & BATTLES:  ANTIETAM BATTLEFIELD 

Tuesday, Sep. 29, 7:30am - 5:00pm 

Our visit, just after the anniversary of the Battle of Antietam, will follow the course of the battle as it occurred in 

1862.  We'll also hike other parts of the battlefield searching for more birds and wildlife.   $45.  #612845-A 

 

BIRDING BLANDY FARM AND SKY MEADOWS 

Tuesday, Oct. 13, 8:00am - 5:00pm 

We'll look for fall migrants, including sparrows and raptors, on this excursion to parks on opposite sides of the  

Blue Ridge Mountains in Virginia. $45.  #612845-B 

 

BIRDING MASON NECK 

Tuesday, Nov. 3, 9:00am - 3:00pm 

Join us on this new trip to Mason Neck. We’ll check the fields of Meadowwood Recreation Area and look for early 

arriving waterfowl at Mason Neck State Park. This program will involve two to three miles of walking.  $35.  

#612845-C 

Local Birding 
A CHIMNEY SWIFT NIGHT OUT 

Thursday, Sep.17, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Ages 16 and up. Join area nature lovers for a beloved - and spectacular  - annual ritual. As summer fades into fall, 

Chimney Swifts put on an awesome show in aerial flying display before spiraling down into their communal roost. 

We’ll begin the evening by checking out what’s native and blooming at Arlington Village's terraced erosion project 

then stroll to the corner of S. 16th St. and S. Edgewood St. (close to Walter Reed Community Center) where we 

will start watching the birds.  Cancelled in case of rain (even light rain).  Rain date is September 20.  For infor-

mation:  703-228-6535.  Meet at 1415 S. Edgewood St, Arlington, VA 22204.   Free.   #612845-F 

 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BIRD CLUB WALKS 

Adults. Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for one or all of these informal walks through Long 

Branch and Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. Experienced and beginning birders welcome. 

Bring binoculars and field guides. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the parking lot at Long Branch Nature 

Center. Free.  

Wednesday, Sep. 2, 8:30 - 11:00am  #612945-A 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 8:30 - 11:00am  #612945-B 

Wednesday, Nov. 4, 9:00 - 11:00am  #612945-C 

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=


CHAMPION TREES BIKE RIDE 

Sunday, Oct. 18, 3:30 - 5:00pm 

Ages 16 and up.  Marvel at some of Arlington's most 

spectacular trees on this ride.  Fall color - and falling 

leaves - makes this a great time of year to appreciate 

trees.  We'll proceed at a leisurely pace, stopping at 

points of natural and environmental interest along the 

way. Bring your own bike and water, snacks and repair 

kit. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the 

Caboose at Bluemont Park.  Free.  #612845-D 

 

FALL FUNGI 101 HIKE  

Sunday, Oct. 25, 3:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 16 and up.  Don’t be stumped by spores or 

mystified by mycelium!  Get to know these ancient 

organisms and the basics of identifying mushrooms.  

Then join us on a walk with a naturalist to explore the 

array of ephemeral mushrooms and practice our ID 

skills. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center. $10.  #612845-E 

 

A LOT OF GALL(S) 

Saturday, Nov. 21, 10:00am - 12:00pm 

Ages 16 and up. Perhaps you’ve seen these strange 

growths on leaves, stems, twigs or other plant parts. 

Galls are formed when an insect or other organism 

hijacks part of a plant for its own purposes. Discover 

the natural history of galls through a lecture and field 

exploration. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the 

carriage house at Ft. C.F. Smith Park, 2411 N. 24th St.  

$10.  #612945-D 

Nature Study 
for Adults  
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Pups in the Parks 
 

Ages 16 and up.  Well-socialized dogs only, please. Participants are required to keep their dog on a six foot leash, have 

current vaccinations and licensing, and pick up after their dog. 

Bark Rangers 

Saturday, Sep. 12, 10:00 - 11:00am 

Grab a cup of coffee and the leash for this morning dog walk with a naturalist. Learn about your dog’s connection with 

our natural surroundings and increase your own as we explore the park. We’ll go at a leisurely pace, with plenty of 

time to stop and sniff. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. Free.   #612945-E 

 

Naturalist Guided Trail Sniff 

Saturday, Oct. 10, 10:00 - 11:00am 

Join a naturalist for a look into the park from your dog’s perspective. We’ll explore several of the trails and areas of 

the park where your dog might like to nose around! Learn about other wildlife your pup might encounter in the park, 

and many of the scents that attract and interest canines.  For information: 703-528-5406.  Meet at Potomac Overlook 

Nature Center, 2845 N. Marcey Road. Free.   #612945-F 

 

The Wild in Your Dog 

Saturday, Nov. 7, 10:00 - 11:00am 

She might be your cuddly lapdog but her genes connect her to wild ancestors and relatives. Discover the wild past in 

your dog and learn about the wild canines that inhabit Arlington. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center.   Free.  #612945-G 

Holiday Wreath Workshop 

Saturday, Dec. 5, 1:00 - 4:00pm 

Ages 12 and up. Using all-natural items we’ll create some delightfully decorative crafts you can use to spruce up your 

home or to give as special gifts. We’ll provide music, refreshments, basic instruction and enough materials for each 

participant to make at least two seasonal decorations. Participants should bring hand pruners or wire cutters (if you 

have them) and any extra materials or special decorations you may wish to add. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet 

at Long Branch Nature Center. $30.  #612945-H 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=


LOTS AND LOTS OF LEGS 

Wednesday, Sep. 2, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9. Think six legs are a lot? How about eight  

or even more! We’ll have fun learning all about the 

many-legged creatures that live in Arlington's woods, 

yards and homes.  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $5.  #612825-F 

 

 

BIRD WATCHING FOR KIDS 

Saturday, Sep. 12, 8:00 - 9:30am 

Ages 8 to 12. Birding isn’t just for grown-ups! With 

their young eyes, kids make great bird watchers. After a 

short lesson in using binoculars and field guides, we’ll 

comb the woods around Long Branch for year-round 

residents such as chickadees and towhees, along with 

warblers and other fall migrants. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5. 

#612925-A 

 

 

SCATOLOGY 

Thursday, Oct. 8, 3:00 - 4:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Come learn more about the signs that our 

animal friends often leave behind! Each animal has its 

own unique set of prints and signature scat - clues that 

naturalists, field biologists and animal investigators use 

to help them in their work. Practice identifying scat and 

make a fake scat to take home. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5. 

#612925-B 

 

 

I LOVE LEAVES 

Wednesday, Oct. 14, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9.  Take a closer look at leaves before they’ve 

all fallen!  We’ll see how scientists discover the colors 

that were hiding under that green all summer, learn how 

to press leaves for a collection, and make a colorful 

craft too!  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center. $5.  #612825-H 

 

 

MUSHROOM HUNT 

Wednesday, Oct. 21, 3:00 - 4:30pm 

Ages 6 to10. Join us for a hike through 

Long Branch as we search for 

stinkhorns, dead man's fingers, witches’ 

butter, tree ears, chicken of the woods, 

and other mushrooms. Learn more 

about these and other members of the 

Fungi Kingdom.  For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center.  $5.  #612925-C 

 

 

 

MAKING CIDER 

Sunday, Oct. 25, 1:00 - 2:00pm 

Ages 9 to 12. We’ll enjoy some different varieties of 

apples, weed the apple trees we planted a few years ago, 

and make apple cider.  Come ready to chop, mash, 

press and enjoy!  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $5. #612825-G 

 

 

CANDLE MAKING 

Tuesday, Nov. 3, 3:00 - 4:30pm 

Ages 6 to 12. You'll light up with this craft by making 

your own candles. We'll try our hands at some new and 

old ways to make these luminaries. For information: 703

-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5.  

#612925-D 

 

 

TRICKS FOR TRACKERS 

Wednesday, Nov. 4, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9. Want to be a better animal finder and 

tracker?  We’ll play some games that will improve our 

skills at sneaky, stealthy movements through the woods.  

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5. #612825-I 

 

 

EXPERIMENTS WITH SODA 

Sunday, Nov. 8, 1:00 - 2:00pm 

Ages 9 to 12.  What better way to release the mad 

scientist in you than by coming out to the nature center 

to do some experiments with soda. Get ready, things 

are going to get a little fizzy! For information: 703-228-

6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5. 

#612925-E 

 

 

LITTER CRITTERS 

Saturday, Nov. 21, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. In the fall, the action moves down to the 

forest floor along with the falling leaves. We’ll hunt for 

crickets, centipedes, millipedes and other leaf litter 

critters and learn how they enrich the soil and keep the 

leaves from piling up to the tree tops. For information: 

703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  

$5.   #612925-F 

For Young Naturalists 
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Register children only. Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612825&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612825&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612825&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612825&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
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Seashell  
Workshops 
 

Ages 7 to 11.  Come learn about ocean invertebrates 

(animals without backbones) and study shells and the   

interesting animals that live in them.  For information:   

703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $10. 

 

COQUINA CLAMS 

Saturday, Sep. 19, 11:00am - 12:00pm 

These colorful two-shelled mollusks can be seen riding the 

waves at the waters edge, then disappearing into the sand. 

Collect some at this program!   #612825-D 

 

FLAMINGO TONGUES 

Saturday, Nov. 14, 11:00am - 12:00pm 

Just what are these colorfully named critters?  Come to 

this month's seashell workshop to learn more, and add 

one to your collection.   #612825-E 

Critter Club: Keep Mini-Beasts! 
Ages 9 to 12. Get ready to (temporarily) own all sorts of mini-beasts and have a series of amazing, unique pets!  

Learn all about different animals’ lives while caring for them for a month.  At each session you’ll return last 

month’s critters, and learn about and receive new ones.  Over the year we’ll work our way up to more demand-

ing critters - graduating with tadpoles next spring.  Fee covers all three sessions and includes everything you’ll 

need: a container, food, bedding, the critters themselves, and more.  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at 

Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $45 (includes $15 supply fee).   #612825-A 
 

                       MARVELOUS MILKWEED BUGS 

  Friday, Sep. 4, 4:30 - 5:30pm   
 

SLUGS AND SNAILS 

Friday, Oct. 2, 4:30 - 5:30pm   
 

CHIRPING CRICKETS 

Friday, Nov. 6, 4:30 - 5:30pm   

I wish I had  

a shell! 

Nature Story Time 
Families ages 2 and up.  Register children and adults;     

children must be accompanied by a registered adult.  For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center.  Free.   

 

LIZARD STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Sep. 15, 10:30 - 11:15am   

Slither on over to Long Branch for stories and more, all 

about our scaly friends. #612955-G 
 

PUMPKIN STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Oct. 13, 10:30 - 11:15am   

Come on over to Long Branch for stories and more  

about all things pumpkin.  #612955-H 
 

RACCOON STORY TIME   

Tuesday, Nov. 3, 10:30 - 11:15am   

Scamper over to Long Branch for stories and more about 

our masked and furry friends.  #612955-I 

Holiday Nature Crafts 
Wednesday, Dec. 9, 3:00 - 6:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up.  Register children and adults.  Relax and have some holiday fun! Come for all or part of the 

time with the kids to this special craft workshop to make natural-themed gifts and decorations.   For information: 

703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5.  #612955-W 

Walk & Bike to 
School Day 

Wednesday, October 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join WalkArlington, BikeArlington, Arlington Public Schools   

and kids and families around the globe by walking or biking to 

school on Walk and Bike to School Day 2015! This energizing 

annual event reminds parents and kids alike of the simple joy  

of walking to school while focusing attention on the importance 

of physical activity, safety and walkable communities. For more 

information on Walk and Bike to School Day and ideas    

on getting involved here in Arlington, get in touch with your 

school, contact info@walkarlington.com, or visit 

www.walktoschool.org and www.walkarlington.com. 

 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612825&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612825&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612825&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
mailto:info@walkarlington.com
http://www.walktoschool.org
http://www.walkarlington.com
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Photo By Edmond Joe 

 For Nature Loving Families 

Campfire Fun   
 

The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch 

or Gulf Branch fire rings for lots of old fashioned fun.  

These engaging programs are filled with entertaining    

activities, which may include stories, songs, live animal 

guests and, naturally, S'mores.  Register children and 

adults; children must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. For information call the campfire location.   $5.  

 

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Damsels and Dragonflies Campfire   

Friday, Sep. 4, 7:00 - 8:00pm #612855-A 

 

Three Owls Campfire   

Saturday, Oct. 3, 6:00 - 7:00pm  #612855-B 

 

Black Bears Campfire   

Saturday, Oct. 24, 6:00 - 7:00pm   #612855-C 

 

Blacksmithing Campfire   

Friday, Nov. 13, 5:00 - 6:00pm  #612855-D 

 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

Nature’s Harvest Campfire   

Saturday, Sep. 12, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #612955-M 

 

Sayonara Summer Campfire   

Friday, Sep. 25, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #612955-N 

 

Apple Campfire   

Friday, Oct. 9, 6:00 - 7:00pm #612955-O 

 

Spooky Stories Campfire   

Friday, Oct. 30, 6:00 - 7:00pm  #612955-P 

 

Feathers & Fur Campfire   

Saturday, Nov. 7, 5:00 - 6:00pm   #612955-Q 

 

INTERNATIONAL VULTURE DAY 

Saturday, Sep. 5, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Families ages 6 and up.  Join us to celebrate International Vulture Day with Tippy, Long Branch’s ambassador from 

the vulture world. We’ll learn about vultures, their important role in nature, and different kind of vultures around 

the world. Then we’ll visit Tippy and offer her a vulture snack. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. $5. #612955-R 

 

CHIMNEY SWIFTS PUT ON A SHOW! 

Friday, Sep. 18, 7:00 - 8:00pm  

Families ages 5 and up.  For a week or two each September the Chimney Swifts put on an amazing show - 

hundreds gather, swirl, then disappear.  We’ll learn a little about their lives, then stroll over to a nearby prime 

viewing location to enjoy one of the coolest sights in Arlington.  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Walter 

Reed Community Center, 2909 S. 16th St., Arlington VA 22204.  $5.  #612855-F 

 

EXCURSIÓN BILINGÜE POR EL PARQUE 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Familias. Bienvenidos a una excursión bilingüe por el parque. Nos encontraremos en el Centro de Naturaleza. 

Conoceremos a los animales en el centro y caminaremos por el parque para observar y hacer preguntas sobre la 

naturaleza. Nos reunimos en Long Branch Nature Center. Gratis.   #612955-S 

Families. Welcome to a bilingual walk in the park. We’ll meet at the Nature Center to learn about the animals 

there and we’ll take a hike out in the park to check out and ask questions about nature. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. Free.  #612955-S 

 

IT’S A NUTTY WORLD HIKE 

Saturday, Oct. 10, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Families ages 2 and up. Come along on this hike to find squirrels getting ready for winter. Explore the acorns of the 

majestic oak tree and learn about the types of squirrels in the area. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. $5.  #612955-U 

 

CELEBRATE STUMPY! 

Saturday, Oct. 10, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Families. Stumpy has been at Long Branch for 30 years! 

It's time to party with the birthday turtle. Join us for 

stories, games and nature fun. For information: 703-  

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.  

#612955-T 

 

FALL COLORS WALK 

Saturday, Nov. 7, 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Explore the colors of fall during 

an easy walk on the trails around Long Branch. Along 

the way, we’ll make leaf rubbings and learn where those 

colors come from. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet 

at Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.  #612955-V 

 

STILL FEELING FULL?  LET'S HIKE! 

Sunday, Nov. 29, 3:30 - 5:00pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Still feeling full? Unlike most 

animals getting ready for winter, humans seem to want to burn off the calories these days.  Join us on a late fall 

hike to see what's happening in the woods. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 

#612855-G 

 

NOTABLE NATURE 
Families ages 5 and up. Tune in to the fall season!  The whole family is invited to join us for a lesson in nature 

journaling. We'll begin by constructing our own nature journal, then head out to reconnect and record nature's 

wonders.  Each program focuses on different aspects of the changing natural world. For information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.  

Sunday, Sep. 13, 3:00 - 4:00pm  #612955-J 

Sunday, Oct. 11, 3:00 - 4:00pm  #612955-K 

Sunday, Nov. 8, 3:00 - 4:00pm #612955-L 
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For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

Caregivers must stay and participate with their child ages 18 to 35 months.  Adults with preschoolers ages 3 to 5 years are encouraged to participate 

or may visit the rest of the building during a program, but must remain on site. 

TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 

Introduce your child, 18 to 35 months, to nature 

through fun, interactive programs designed to help 

children and caregivers feel comfortable exploring and 

enjoying our natural world.  $5 per child.  

Long Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, Sep. 23, 10:00 - 10:45am #612915-A 

Thursday, Sep. 24, 10:00 - 10:45am #612915-B 

Friday, Sep. 25, 10:00 - 10:45am #612915-C 

 

Thursday, Oct. 22, 10:00 - 10:45am #612915-D 

Friday, Oct. 23, 10:00 - 10:45am #612915-E 

Saturday, Oct. 24, 10:30 - 11:15am #612915-F 

 

Tuesday, Nov. 10, 10:00 - 10:45am #612915-G 

Thursday, Nov. 12, 10:00 - 10:45am #612915-H 

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, Sep. 9, 10:00 - 10:45am  #612815-A 

Thursday, Sep. 10, 10:00 - 10:45am  #612815-B 

Friday, Sep. 11, 10:00 - 10:45am  #612815-C 

 

Thursday, Oct. 1, 10:00 - 10:45am #612815-D 

Friday, Oct. 2, 10:00 - 10:45am #612815-E 

Saturday, Oct. 3, 10:00 - 10:45am #612815-F 

 

Thursday, Nov. 5, 10:00 - 10:45am #612815-G 

Friday, Nov. 6,10:00 - 10:45am  #612815-H 

Saturday, Nov. 7, 10:00 - 10:45am #612815-I 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

LEAPIN’ LIZARDS 

Lizards on land, lizards on walls, lizards running 

across water, even lizards in the air! Discover the 

world of lizards and meet our lizards up close.  

 

Thursday, Sep. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #612915-K 

Friday, Sep. 18, 10:30 - 11:30am #612915-L 

Friday, Sep. 18, 4:00 - 5:00pm #612915-M 

 

OH! BUBBLES! 

What is a bubble? Come out and learn about bubbles. See 

how big we can make a bubble before it pops!  

Wednesday, Oct. 14, 10:30 - 11:30am  #612915-N 

Thursday, Oct. 15, 10:30 - 11:30am #612915-O 

Thursday, Oct. 15, 4:00 - 5:00pm #612915-P 

Friday, Oct. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am  #612915-Q 

 

ROMPING RACCOONS 

Join us to discover more about raccoons and why they 

are so rascally! We'll try out some of their tricks and 

techniques for finding their way in the dark. 

Thursday, Nov. 19, 10:30 - 11:30am  #612915-R 

Friday, Nov. 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #612915-S 

Friday, Nov. 20, 4:00 - 5:00pm #612915-T 

Saturday, Nov. 21, 10:30 - 11:30am #612915-U 

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

 

OUT CAME THE SUN 

Explore visible light from Earth's brightest ‘Day 

Star’.  Use lenses and prisms to discover the 

colors hidden in sunshine, and learn its power. 

Wednesday, Sep. 9, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-J 

Thursday, Sep. 10, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-K 

Friday, Sep. 11, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-L 

Tuesday, Sep. 15, 10:00 - 11:00am  #612815-M 

 

THE GREAT PUMPKIN 

Follow the life cycle of these orange orbs and 

learn fun facts about this autumn fruit. 

Thursday, Oct. 1, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-N 

Friday, Oct. 2, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-O 

Tuesday, Oct. 6, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-P 

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 10:00 - 11:00am #612815-Q 

 

OUR ANIMAL KINGDOM 

Who lives where? Join us for virtual travel around 

Planet Earth to study amazing creatures and match 

them with their homelands.  

Tuesday, Nov. 3, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-R 

Wednesday, Nov. 4, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-S 

Thursday, Nov. 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-T 

Friday, Nov. 6, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612815-U 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Kids grow better outside!  Preschoolers are actively exploring their natural world.  These programs help build the 

foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery.   Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, mini-hikes  

and nature play engage your children 3 to 5 years old.  Call nature centers for more information.  $5 per child. 

 

TREE ID WALKS WITH TOTS 

Adults with infant to tot (child can walk or is in a carrier). We will explore Long Branch and         

surrounding parks while wearing our babies. The trails will not be stroller friendly, but will have easy 

footing. While on the walk we will learn to identify trees by their bark and shape and leaf. Sign up for 

one or all! For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5. 

 

Sunday, Sep. 27, 10:00 - 11:30am   

#612955-A 

 

Sunday, Oct. 25, 10:00 - 11:30am  

#612955-B 

 

Sunday, Nov. 15, 10:00 - 11:30am  

#612955-C 
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How to Sign Up! 
 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 

residents Monday, August 17.  Non-resident 

registration opens Wednesday, August 19.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register 

by 4:00pm the day before a program.  The day of 

the program, please call the program site if you 

have not yet registered to check availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online:  If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration.  You can 

also register online by going to https://

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to 

register for a program. If you do not have an 

account, you can create one online or call 703- 

228-4747 for help. 

Phone: Call the Registration Office at 703-228-

4747, Monday to Friday, between 8:00am and 5:00pm. 

Walk-in: Go to the Registration Office at 3700 S. 

Four Mile Run Dr., Arlington, VA 22206, Monday 

to Friday, between 8:00am and 5:00pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration.  Some program fees will be charged at 

the program site (cash or check only, no credit 

cards please). See program write-up for details. 

FEE REDUCTION 

We do not want our fees to be a barrier for those 

who participate in County programs. Call 703-228-

4747 to learn how to qualify for reduced fees.  

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify the Registration Office at 703-228-4747 as 

soon as possible so we may contact someone from 

the waiting list. Cancellations less than 48 hours  

before the program should be made directly with 

the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 

30 days when classes are canceled by DPR due to 

weather, insufficient enrollment or other 

unforeseen reasons.  Transfers from one program 

section to another may be requested through the 

Registration Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the 

start of the program.  No refunds or credits if 

participants are unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with 

the Arlington County’s school closings policy.  

Outdoor programs may be cancelled due to rain 

or other inclement weather - call nature centers 

for more information. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Arlington County can provide reasonable 

modifications for people with disabilities upon 

request. Two weeks advance notice is preferred. 

Call 703-228-4740.  TTY: 711.  

 

8                  The SNAG — Arlington County’s Guide to Nature and History Programs 

 

Fall Heritage 

Festival  
Saturday, October 17 

 1:00 - 5:00pm    

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

 

Each fall we gather around the    

Walker Log House to celebrate our  

nation’s heritage. Step back  into    

history and try your hand at some 

old-time games and crafts.  

Make a corn husk doll, try on a       

coon-skin cap, or work the cider 

press!   Write with a quill pen or  

churn butter.  Enjoy old-time       

music.        

 

 

 Bring your own old pants and shirt to make   

 a scarecrow. Child size clothes work best!       

  

 $5 fee due at entrance.        

 Drop in anytime between 1:00 and 5:00pm.  

 For information:  703-228-3403.   

Long Branch’s  

Native Plant Sale 
Saturday, September 19, 1:00 - 4:00pm 

Want to make your yard welcoming to local birds, bees and butterflies? 

Plant native and they will come!  Choose from a great selection of      

attractive, tough plants that support pollinators and other wildlife. 

Plants priced as marked.   Rain date: Sunday, Sep. 20, 1-4. For information, call 703-228-6535.  

 


