
SPRING  2015 

 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG  

and to find other information 

about our fun, friendly nature and 

conservation programs at http://

parks.arlingtonva.us 

LOOKING FOR  

GREAT NATURE 

PROGRAMS?

REGISTRATION 

BEGINS  

February 10, 2015 

Find Frogs and Track down Turtles! 

N 
ot all frogs say ‘Grrribbit!’  From 

peeps to clucks to long silvery trills, 

each frog and toad species in 

Arlington has a unique call.  Their  fellow 

amphibians, the salamanders, silently celebrate 

spring with scent trails and circling dances. 

There’s no better time to see (and hear!) 

amphibians than when they wake from their 

winter sleep.  As the season progresses other 

amphibian species emerge and are soon joined 

by the reptiles—turtles, snakes and lizards.   

 

It’s been several years since we last surveyed 

our parks for these animals - and it’s time to do 

it again!  We are looking for interested citizen 

scientists to help us make 2015 the year of 

Amphibians and Reptiles in Arlington!  We’ll be 

offering trainings on how to identify, document 

and report these important members of our 

wildlife community throughout the year. On 

May 9 we’ll “bio-blitz” many of our parks in an 

intensive one-day search and will need lots of 

adult and teen volunteers to help( see page 2)! 

Families can learn more about these fascinating 

critters and meet some ‘live and in person’ at 

our Super Snakes or Terrific Toads campfires 

and our Feeding Frenzies (page 4).  And several 

of our children’s programs, like our Salamander 

Search and Frog Frolic (page 6) offer more 

chances to get hands on with herps.  Even our 

youngest visitors are getting in on the actions, 

with programs for preschoolers on frogs and 

snakes (page 7)! 

 

And let’s not forget the Turtle Trot 5K! 

Each year Long Branch Nature Center receives 

injured turtles and other wildlife that need our 

help.  Proceeds from the race help us give them 

medical attention and a place to live until they 

are strong enough to be released back into the 

wild.  This fun run for the whole family includes 

a real turtle race with live turtles, educational 

booths, games and more.  Mark your calendars 

for May 16 and enjoy 2015—the year of 

Amphibians and Reptiles in Arlington! 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608  Military Road 

Arlington, VA  22207 

GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us 

703-228-3403  

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA  22204  

LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-6535 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA  22207 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

703-243-4342 

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/gulf-branch-nature-center/
mailto:GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/long-branch-nature-center-park/
mailto:LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/locations/fort-cf-smith-park/
mailto:scasey@arlingtonva.us
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THE SNAG is published quarterly by Arlington County’s Department of Parks and Recreation Conservation 

& Interpretation Section.  Our mission is to increase enjoyment, understanding and stewardship of 

Arlington's natural and cultural resources through outreach and education.   

 

The Department is one of 135 agencies nationwide to have received national accreditation from the 

Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies.    

 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and to find other information about our nature and conservation programs 

at http://parks.arlingtonva.us 

ANNUAL FOUR MILE RUN CLEAN UP 

Saturday, Mar. 14, 10:00am - 1:00pm 

Adults, families and teens.  Come celebrate 27 years of protecting and conserving our 

watershed for future generations! The Arlington County Park Rangers are calling all 

volunteers to help clean up Four Mile Run. This is a great activity for individuals, families, 

scouting groups, school groups, service clubs, and anyone who wants to make a positive 

contribution to our environment. Volunteers should wear waterproof boots and bring 

work gloves. An adult must accompany children under 16 years of age. This activity is 

not recommended for children under six years of age.   For more information, 

directions to meeting sites, or to register call the Arlington Park Ranger Office 703- 

525-0168.   Free.  

 

 

AMPHIBIAN SURVEY TRAINING 

Thursday, Mar. 19, 7:00 - 9:00pm 

Adults and teens. 2015 is the year of amphibians and reptiles in Arlington! Become a 

citizen scientist and help us find and identify the types of frogs and salamanders in 

Arlington. Come learn about Arlington's amazing amphibians and be added to our 

'citizen surveyors' list. We'll give tips on how and where to find amphibians and how to 

document what you've found for the county records. Information: 703-228-6535. Meet 

at Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.   #632945-A  
 

SPRING BREAK INVASIVE PULL 

Tuesday, Mar. 31, 1:00 - 3:00pm 

Adults, families with children ages 6 and up, teens.  Come join us for a spring break 

invasive pull. Help keep habitat in Arlington native by removing these bad guys. Bring  

 

water and wear long sleeves, pants, and closed-toed shoes. Gloves will be provided. 

Rain or Shine. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Free.  #632955-N 

 

ANNUAL POTOMAC RIVER CLEAN UP - GULF BRANCH 

Saturday, Apr. 11, 1:00 - 3:00pm 

Adults, families and teens. The 27th Annual Potomac Watershed Cleanup involves more 

than 500 sites across the area. The river provides 480 million gallons of drinking water 

to the DC metro area. Improve Arlington's part of the Potomac by taking out the trash! 

We’ll supply bags and gloves; you supply the spring cleaning spirit! For information: 703-

228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  Free.  No registration required.  

 

FROG WATCH USA – NATIONAL ZOO DC CHAPTER 

Dates TBD 

Adults and teens. FrogWatch is a citizen science program through the Association of 

Zoos and Aquariums that tracks frog populations throughout the United States. An 

indoor training helps orient people with the frogs that are in the DC-metro area and 

their calls. The ultimate goal is to have volunteers monitor a site that’s easily accessible 

to observe the frogs that are calling throughout the spring and summer months.  

Training locations TBD.  For more information or to register contact Matt Neff: 

neffm@si.edu.  Free.   

 

REPTILE SURVEY TRAINING 

Thursday, May 7, 7:00 - 9:00pm 

Adults and teens. 2015 is the year of amphibians and reptiles in Arlington! Become a 

citizen scientist and help us find and identify as many species of lizards, snakes and 

turtles as we can in Arlington. Come learn about Arlington's amazing reptiles, and be 

added to our 'citizen surveyors' list. We'll give tips on how and where to find reptiles 

and how to document what you've found for the county records. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.  #632945-E  

 

REPTILE & AMPHIBIAN BIO-BLITZ 

Saturday, May 9, 1:00 - 3:30pm 

Adults and teens. 2015 is the year of amphibians and reptiles in Arlington! Become a 

citizen scientist and join naturalists as we search our local parks for these important 

members of our wildlife community! We'll be surveying numerous parks in the county. 

Attendance at one or both of our training session highly recommended but not 

required.  For information: 703-228-6535.  Registered participants will be sent 

directions to meeting location.   Free.   #632945-F 

RESTORE HABITAT—REMOVE INVASIVES 

Want to increase species diversity right here in Arlington? Work parties are held every 

month and are making a real difference, with the return of ferns and wildflowers and the 

animals that depend on them, in areas once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help 

make it happen! Adults, teens, and families with children eight and older are welcome to 

join us. Call nature centers for information. Free.  No registration required.  

Second Sundays  

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 

Sunday, Mar. 8, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Sunday, Apr. 12, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Sunday, May 10, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Third Sundays  

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Sunday, Mar. 15, 2:00 - 5:00pm  

Sunday, Apr. 19, 2:00 - 5:00pm 

Sunday, May 17, 2:00 - 5:00pm  

 

Box Turtle! 

Spotted Salamander 

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/


BULL RUN SWAMP ROMP 

Saturday, Mar. 28, 7 - 10:30pm 

Naturalists from Potomac Overlook will lead a night 

hike in search of the fascinating amphibian life of Bull 

Run Regional Park. Find salamanders, spring peepers, 

wood frogs and more.  Rubber boots and warm clothes 

recommended. Adults and children age 6 and older. 

Please call 703-528-5406 to make a reservation and get 

directions.  $5  

 

WARBLERS FOR BEGINNERS 

Saturday, Apr. 4, 8:00 - 11:00am 

Warblers are little beauties but most of them are here 

for just a short time and telling them apart can be a 

challenge. The woods around Long Branch provide a 

great stopover for migrating warblers. We’ll take 

advantage of that to learn warbler ID basics. Using 

plumage, shape, behavior, and habitat we’ll unravel the 

mysteries of warbler ID!  For information: 703-228-

6535.  Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $10.  

#632945-B  

 

BLUEBELL TREK 

Friday, Apr. 10, 1:00 - 4:30pm 

Adults.  Leave work early and come see one of the 

prettiest Virginia Bluebell displays in the area! We’ll  

also admire other wildflowers, budding trees, and keep 

an eye out for birds and wildlife. For information: 703-

228-3403. Van leaves from Lubber Run Center parking 

lot, 300 N Park Dr., Arlington, VA 22203.  $15.   

#632845-E 

 

TRILLIUM TREK 

Friday, May 1, 9:30am - 4:00pm 

Adults. Travel to Linden, VA to see one of the largest 

Great White Trillium displays in the world! This area is 

resplendent with many (often rare) wildflowers and 

trees, including native orchids and a variety of wildlife to 

observe. Dress for hiking; bring water and a bag lunch 

to eat on the trail. For information: 703-228-3403. Van 

leaves from Lubber Run Center parking lot, 300 N Park 

Dr., Arlington, VA 22203.  $35.   #632845-F  

 

WINE WANDERINGS 

Tuesday, May 5, 9:00am - 4:00pm 

Adults, 21 and up. Venture out for a hike and wine 

tasting at Fox Meadow Winery. We'll start off our 

morning with a hike at Sky Meadows State Park, then 

wander over to Fox Meadow for a wine tasting picnic 

lunch to finish off the afternoon. Bring water and pack a 

lunch. For information: 703-228-6535. Our van leaves 

from the parking lot at Lubber Run Center, 300 N. Park 

Drive, Arlington VA 22203.  $45.   #632945-D 

Nature Study 
for Adults  
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Birding Trips Afield   
 

Adults. Come birding with us!  Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink and 

snacks for the day. The trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes.  Senior discount does not 

apply.  For information: 703-228-3403.  Meet our vans at the Lubber Run Recreation Center parking lot, 300 N. Park 

Dr., Arlington, VA 22203.  

 

BIRDING THE DELAWARE SHORE 

Tuesday, Mar. 10, 7:00am - 5:00pm 

Join us on this excursion to the Delaware Coast where stops may include Prime Hook National Wildlife Refuge, 

Mispillion Light and the Indian River Inlet. A variety of winter waterfowl, including grebes and loons, are possible 

sightings. $45.  #632845-A  
 

BIRDING VIRGINIA'S NORTHERN NECK 

Tuesday, Apr. 28, 7:30am - 5:00pm 

Our April trips takes us to Westmoreland County where stops will include Westmoreland State Park and George 

Washington's Birth Place. We hope to see early migrant songbirds and warblers at these Northern Neck destinations.  

$45. #632845-B  

 

WARBLERS OF THE BLUE RIDGE 

Tuesday, May 12, 7:00am - 5:00pm 

Warblers and other songbirds use the Blue Ridge for nesting and migrating. On this trip we'll search for Cerulean, 

Kentucky and Hooded and other warblers along wildflower laden trails. $45.   #632845-C 

 

BIRDING AND BATTLES: MANASSAS BATTLEFIELD PARK 

Tuesday, May 19, 7:30am - 4:00pm 

Our visit will combine a study of the 1861 and 1862 battles of 1st and 2nd Bull Run with a search for birds and other 

wildlife. We'll visit several parts of the grounds to follow the course of the two battles. We'll hike approximately 2 

miles during the day.   $45.  #632845-D  

 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BIRD CLUB WALKS 
 

Adults. Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for one 

or all of these informal walks through Long Branch and Glencar-

lyn Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. Both experi-

enced and beginning birders welcome. Bring binoculars and field 

guides if you have them. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

the parking lot at Long Branch Nature Center. Free.  
 

Wednesday, Mar. 4, 8:30 - 11:00am 
 

Wednesday, Apr. 1, 8:30 - 11:00am   
 

Wednesday, May 6, 8:30 - 11:00am   

Yellow Rumped Warbler 

Female Northern Cardinal  

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632945&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632845&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
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Nature Story Times  
Ages 2 and up.  Register adults and children; children must be accompanied by a registered adult.  

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.   

 

BEAVERS STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Mar. 10, 10:30 - 11:15am     
We hope you are not too busy to join us for stories and more all about beaver and friends.  #632925-D 
 

RABBITS STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Apr.  14, 10:30 - 11:15am   

Hop on over to Long Branch for stories and songs all about rabbits and friends.  #632925-E 
 

BIRDS STORY TIME   

Tuesday, May 12, 10:30 - 11:15am   

Fly on by to Long Branch for stories and more all about birds, eggs, nests and friends. #632925-F 

Campfire Evening Magic  
All ages. The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch amphitheater or Gulf Branch fire ring for lots of 

old fashioned fun.  These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities, which may include stories, live 

animal guests, games, and of course, treats like S'mores.  Register adults and children; children must be accompanied 

by a registered adult. For information call the campfire location.   $5.  

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

 

Falcons Campfire 

Saturday, Apr. 11, 6:30 - 7:30pm,  #632955-A 

 

Animal Talk Campfire 

Saturday, Apr. 18, 6:30 - 7:30pm, #632955-B 

 

Super Snakes Campfire 

Saturday, May 9, 7:00 - 8:00pm, #632955-C 

 

Celebrate the Moon Campfire 

Saturday, May 23, 7:00 - 8:00pm, #632955-D 

 

Black Bears Campfire 

Saturday, May 30, 7:00 - 8:00pm, #632955-E 

Long Branch’s 

Puppet Theater 
 

Ages 3 to 12. Come one, come all to the exciting return of 

the Puppet Theater. Watch as stories come to life in this 

rompin' puppet play. Stick around to meet the cast and (live 

animal) characters afterward. Register child only; however an 

accompanying adult must attend. For information: 703-228-

6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5. 

 

 

Friday, Mar. 6  

10:30 - 11:15am 

Program #632925-A 

 

Friday, Mar. 6 

3:00 - 3:45pm 

Program #632925-B 

 

Saturday, Mar. 7 

10:30 - 11:15am 

Program #632925-C  

 

Feeding Frenzies 
 

Families. Ever wonder what we feed our animals, and how 

they eat? Come find out about the adaptations animals have 

for eating their food, learn about our critters favorite foods, 

and see them chow down!  Register adults and children; chil-

dren must be accompanied by a registered adult.  For infor-

mation:  703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Free 

 

FEEDING FRENZY: TURTLES & FISH 

Thursday, Mar. 5, 2:00 - 2:45pm  #632955-F  

 

FEEDING FRENZY: SNAKES 

Wednesday, Apr.  1, 2:00 - 2:45pm  #632955-G  

 

FEEDING FRENZY: TURTLES & FISH 

Thursday, Apr.  2, 10:30 - 11:15am    #632955-H  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

 

Blacksmithing  Campfire 

Saturday, Mar 21, 6:30 - 7:30pm, #632855-M 

 

Songs of Spring Campfire 

Friday, Mar 27, 6:30 - 7:30pm, #632855-A 

 

Terrific Toads Campfire 

Friday, Apr. 3 6:30 - 7:30pm, #632855-B 

 

Marvelous May-Apples Campfire 

Friday, April 24, 7:00 - 8:00pm, #632855-C  

 

Coyote the Trickster Campfire 

Saturday, May 2, 7:00 - 8:00pm, #632855-D 

 

Cool Caterpillars Campfire 

Friday, May 15, 7:00 - 8:00pm,  #632855-E  

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632925&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632955&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632855&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632855&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632855&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632855&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632855&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=632855&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
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BUILD A BIRD HOUSE 

Saturday, Mar. 14, 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Families, ages 6 and up. Want to see nature in action and 

add some wildlife habitat to your yard? Then join Master 

Naturalist Jerry Schrepple as we build a bird box, paint it, 

and take it home. Learn about re-using resources and the 

birds that may move into your box.  For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.  

#632955-L 

 

SHADES OF GREEN HIKE 

Sunday, Mar. 15, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

Families, ages 5 and up.  Get ready for St. Patrick's Day! 

We'll see how many shades of green are found here in the 

new country as we search for four leaved clovers, follow 

the rainbow, and hunt for the pot o' gold! Dress for 

changeable spring weather, and bring your best - or 

broadest - Irish brogue. For information: 703-228-3403. 

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $5.   #632855-G 

 

PIONEER SPRING CHORES 

Saturday, Mar. 21, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Families, ages 5 and up.  Join us at the log house to do 

some spring cleaning.  We’ll make twig brooms to sweep 

with, churn butter, beat the rugs, and more!   For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center.  $5.  #632825-H 

 

FIRST OF SPRING RAMBLE 

Sunday, Mar. 22, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Families, ages 5 and up. Tired of being cooped up in the 

house all winter? Stretch your legs and search for signs of 

spring with us around Long Branch and in Glencarlyn Park. 

This walk may include some moderately steep stretches of 

trail.  For information:  703-228-6535.  Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center.  Free.   #632955-M 

 

FASCINATING FULL MOON HIKE  

Tuesday, Mar. 31, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Families, ages 5 and up. This spring break come out and 

see Ft. C.F. Smith by moonlight! Have you ever wondered 

what animals are out and about in our local parks at night? 

Experience the magic of moonlight and separate full moon 

folklore from facts.  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Fort CF Smith.  $5.  #632855-F 

 

 

 

 

EGG-CELLENT EGGS-PEDITION 

Saturday, Apr. 11, 10:00 - 11:00am 

Families, ages 5 and up. Spring is in full swing! The birds 

are singing and laying eggs but they aren't the only ones. 

We'll hike the park to see how many different eggs we can 

find and then meet some critters that lay eggs, too. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center.  Free.  #632855-I 

 

EXCURSIÓN BILINGÜE POR EL PARQUE 

BILINGUAL WALK IN THE PARK 

Sunday, Apr. 19, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Familias, todas edades. Bienvenidos a una excursión 

bilingüe por el parque. Nos encontraremos en el Centro 

de Naturaleza Long Branch. Conoceremos a los animales 

en el centro y caminaremos por el parque para observar y 

hacer preguntas sobre la naturaleza. Para información:  

703-228-6535.  Nos reunimos en Long Branch Nature 

Center. Gratis. #632955-O    

Families, all ages. Welcome to a bilingual walk in the park. 

We’ll meet at Long Branch Nature Center to learn about 

the animals there and we’ll take a hike out in the park to 

check out and ask questions about nature. For 

information:  703-228-6535.  Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center.  Free.  #632955-O 

 

WELCOME BACK HUMMINGBIRDS! 

Saturday, May 9, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Families, ages 5 and up. Celebrate International Migratory 

Bird Day!  The whole family will enjoy learning about our 

fabulous flyers with hands-on activities and games. Then 

each family will make a hummingbird feeder of their own, 

to provide a welcome feast for these tiny jewels as they 

migrate back to our area. For information: 703-228-3403. 

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $5.  #632855-J 

 

MOTHER'S DAY HIKE 

Sunday, May 10, 9:30 - 11:30am 

Families, ages 6 and up. Celebrate Mother Earth by taking 

a beautiful 2.5 mile loop hike.  Perfect whether mom 

wants to come - or just wants the kids out of the house.  

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center.  Free.  #632855-K  

 

LET'S GO CAMPING! 

Saturday, May 30, 5:00pm - Sun., May 31, 10:30am 

Families, ages 5 and up. Your family is invited to join us at 

Gulf Branch for this gentle introduction to camping out 

that's one step up from the backyard, but still close 

enough to home if a vital teddy-bear's been forgotten. 

We'll make camp, eat a delicious dinner cooked over the 

campfire, and enjoy the embers with song and story and of 

course, s'mores. The next morning we'll cook breakfast 

before breaking camp. B.Y.O.T. (tent) if you have one. If 

not, we have some loaners available for a small fee. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. $30.   #632855-L  

More Fun for Nature Loving Families! 
For these family programs, register both children and adults.  Children must be accompanied by a registered adult. 

Notable Nature 
Families, ages 5 and up. Tune in to the spring season!  

The whole family is invited to join us for a lesson in   

nature journaling. We'll begin by constructing our own 

nature journal, then head out to reconnect and record 

nature's wonders.  Each program focuses on different 

aspects of the ever changing natural world. For         

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch      

Nature Center.  Free.  

Sunday, Mar. 8, 3:00 - 4:00pm  #632955-I  

 

Sunday, Apr.  12, 3:00 - 4:00pm   #632955-J  

 

Sunday, May  10, 3:00 - 4:00pm #632955-K 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
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Seashell  
Workshops 
 

Ages 7 to 12.  Come to these hands-on workshops to 

learn about ocean invertebrates (animals without back-

bones) and study shells and the interesting animals that 

live in them.  Take home a new specimen each month!  

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch   

Nature Center.  $12. 

 

JINGLE SHELLS 

Sunday, Mar.  29, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

They really can jingle! These pearly two-shelled seashells 

can be found apart by the seashore.   #632825-D   

 

SCALLOPS  

Sunday, Apr.  26, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

Sprinters of the sea! There's even an extinct one that is 

Virginia's state fossil.  #632825-E  

 

TUSK SHELLS 

Sunday, May 17, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

Tusk shells are in their own mollusk classification group. 

They've been used for ornaments and currency in the 

past. #632825-F  
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SALAMANDER SEARCH 

Wednesday, Mar. 18, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. We'll search the park for salamanders, 

snakes, and other creatures coming out of hibernation. 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5.  #632825-G 

 

BAT-TASTIC BATS! 

Friday, Apr. 10, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 10 to 14.  Learn about the bats in Virginia and then 

become a bat biologist with our hands on activities as we 

go out into the field to capture “real” bats. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center.  $5    #632925-J 

HERPETOLOGIST FOR AN HOUR 

Sunday, Apr. 19, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 5 to 9. Hop, saunter or slither on over to learn 

how to be a herpetologist and what’s important in the 

care and maintenance of some of our favorite reptiles 

and amphibians. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center.  $5.  #632925-K 

 

BEADED ANIMALS 

Wednesday, Apr. 22, 3:30 - 4:30pm 

Ages 10 to 14.  Join us as we make cool beaded animal 

accessories. Each participant will make at least two. For 

information: 703-228-6535.  Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center.  $5  #632925-L 

 

FROG FROLICS 

Sunday, Apr. 26, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9. Wood frogs, green frogs, bull frogs, spring 

peepers and more! We’ll take a close-up look at some of 

the nature center frogs and then go out and look for 

wild frogs and tadpoles in the ponds.  For information: 

703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.   

$5.   #632925-M 

 

AWAKEN THE SENSES 

Sunday, May 3, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10.  Some animals have heightened senses and 

some lack certain senses completely. Learn about these 

animals and discover how good you are at using your 

senses. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center.  $5  #632925-N  

 

FABULOUS FEET 

Wednesday, May 13, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Are you brave enough for a barefoot hike? 

Take those shoes off and see what you can learn from 

your own feet and from the feet of other animals - from 

those who walk on tiptoe to those whose toes point 

backwards. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center. $5.  #632825-L 

 

 Gemstone Club 
 

Ages 7 to 11. Budding geologists and gem lovers are invit-

ed to join us for fun and collecting at the Gemstone Club. 

Learn about birthstones and the alternate stones for each 

month. There will be polished gems and uncut crystals to 

examine, and we will find out about the geology, mining, 

legends, and literature for each gem. All participants take 

home a beautiful gemstone. For information: 703-228-

3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $12.  

AQUAMARINE 

Wednesday, Mar. 11, 4:00 - 5:00pm   #632825-A   

 

DIAMOND 

Wednesday, Apr. 1, 4:00 - 5:00pm   #632825-B 

 

EMERALD 

Wednesday, May 6, 4:00 - 5:00pm    #632825-C 

For Junior Girl Scouts!  
 

JUNIOR GIRL SCOUTS LEGACY: DRAWING 

Sunday, Mar. 22, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Girl Scouts ages 8 and up. Let the great outdoors inspire you as we enjoy the fun of drawing. For information:         

703-228-3403. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5 fee.  #632925-I  
 

JUNIOR GIRL SCOUTS SKILL BUILDING: PLAYING THE PAST 

Friday, May 1, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Girl Scouts ages 8 and up. We'll meet at the log cabin and explore life in the 1800's while earning the Playing            

the Past badge. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $5 fee.   #632825-K  
 

JUNIOR GIRL SCOUTS LEGACY: FLOWERS 

Friday, May 8, 4:30 - 5:30pm 

Girl Scouts ages 9 and up. Petals, pistols, stamens, stalks,…? Learn about the inner workings of flowers and             

explore the garden.  For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5 fee.  #632925-O 

For Young Naturalists 

WHAT'S THIS WATER? 

Ages 6 to 8. What's living in our streams and rivers? Our 

local waterways are full of life, both big and small. 

Through easy hands-on activities, we'll introduce the basic 

ecology of local waterways, do some simple water quality 

tests, and explore how we can help protect the homes of 

our aquatic friends. For information: 703-228-6535. Free.    
 

Saturday, Mar. 28, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  #632925-G 

 

Saturday, Apr. 18, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  #632825-I 

 

Saturday, May. 30, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  #632925-H 
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For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

Caregivers must stay with their child ages 

18 to 35 months.  Adults with preschoolers 

ages 3 to 5 years are invited to participate 

or may visit the rest of the building during 

a program, but must remain on site. 

TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 

Introduce your child, 18 to 35 months, to nature.  

These programs are designed to help children and 

caregivers feel comfortable exploring and enjoying our 

natural world.  $5 per child.  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, Mar. 4, 10:00 - 10:45am #632815-A 

Thursday, Mar. 5, 10:00 - 10:45am #632815-B 

Friday, Mar. 6, 10:00 - 10:45am #632815-C 

 

Wednesday, Apr. 1, 10:00 - 10:45am #632815-D 

Thursday, Apr. 2, 10:00 - 10:45am #632815-E 

Friday, Apr. 3, 10:00 - 10:45am #632815-F 

 

Thursday, May 7, 10:00 - 10:45am #632815-G 

Friday, May 8,10:00 - 10:45am #632815-H 

Saturday, May 9, 10:00 - 10:45am #632815-I 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Friday, Mar. 13, 10:00 - 10:45am #632915-A 

Saturday, Mar. 14, 10:30 - 11:15am #632915-B 

Thursday, Mar. 26, 10:00 - 10:45am #632915-C 

 

Thursday, Apr. 16, 10:00 - 10:45am #632915-D 

Friday, Apr. 17, 10:00 - 10:45am #632915-E 

Saturday, Apr. 18, 10:30 - 11:15am #632915-F 

 

Wednesday, May 20, 10:00 - 10:45am #632915-G 

Thursday, May 21, 10:00 - 10:45am #632915-H 

Friday, May 22, 10:30 - 11:15am #632915-I 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

BEAVERS 

Being busy as a beaver isn't just a saying.  We'll 

learn all about these active animals at this program.  

Tuesday, Mar. 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #632915-J 

Wednesday, Mar. 18, 10:30 - 11:30am #632915-K 

Wednesday, Mar. 18, 4:00 - 5:00pm #632915-L 

Thursday, Mar. 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #632915-M 

 

FROGS ARE FUN! 

Frogs splashing in ponds, frogs climbing trees, frogs 

jumping here and there, frogs snagging bugs with 

their tongues, frogs singing for love – it’s that froggy 

time of year! Join us for an exploration of things 

frog through song, story, game, walk, and craft.  

Tuesday, Apr. 7, 10:30 - 11:30am  #632915-N 

Thursday, Apr. 9, 4:00 - 5:00pm #632915-O 

Friday, Apr. 10, 10:30 - 11:30am #632915-P 

Saturday, Apr. 11, 10:00 –11:00am #632915-Q 

 

SLITHERING SNAKES 

Snakes are stupendous! Come learn all about these 

amazing creatures, how they slip, slither, slide and 

more. 

Thursday, May 28,  10:30 - 11:30am  #632915-R 

Thursday, May 28,  4:00 –5:00pm #632915-S 

Friday, May 29,  10:30 - 11:30am #632915-T 

Friday,  May 29,  4:00 - 5:00pm #632915-U 

Saturday, May  30,  4:00 - 5:00pm  #632915-V 

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

 

EXCITING EGGS 

Share the excitement of spring as we learn about 

eggs and the many creatures inside them.  Think all 

eggs are the same? We'll 'egg-splore' shapes, 

textures and colors! 

Tuesday, Mar. 3, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-J 

Thursday, Mar. 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-K 

Friday, Mar. 6, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-L 

Saturday, Mar. 7, 10:00 - 11:00am #632815-M 

 

CELEBRATE EARTH 

Happy Earth Day!  Join in the celebration of our 

fabulous earth - highlighting nature's gifts.  Come 

learn about ways to care for our special planet.  

Wednesday, Apr. 1, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-N 

Thursday, Apr. 2, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-O 

Tuesday, Apr. 7, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-P 

Thursday, Apr. 9, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-Q 

 

REPTILES 

Discover reptiles! We will crawl our way through 

their evolution, shed a little light on their skin, 

explore their habitats and more. 

Tuesday, May 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-R 

Wednesday, May 6, 10:00 - 11:00am #632815-S 

Thursday, May 7, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-T 

Friday, May 8, 1:00 - 2:00pm #632815-U 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Preschoolers are actively exploring their natural world.  These programs help build the foundation for a lifetime of 

wonder, appreciation and discovery.   Hands on interactive learning, crafts, mini-hikes  and nature play engage your 

children 3 - 5 years old.  Call nature centers for more information.  $5 per child. 
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How to Sign Up! 
 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 

residents Tuesday, February 10.  Non-resident 

registration opens Thursday, February 12.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register 

by 4:00pm the day before a program.  The day of 

the program, please call the program site if you 

have not yet registered to check availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online:  If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration.  You can 

also register online by going to https://

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to 

register for a program. If you do not have an 

account, you can create one online or call 703- 

228-4747 for help. 

By Phone: Call the Registration Office at        

703-228-4747, Monday to Friday, between        

8:00am and 5:00pm. 

In Person: Visit the Registration Office at      

3700 S. Four Mile Run Dr., Arlington, VA 22206, 

Monday to Friday, between 8:00am and 5:00pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration.  Some program fees will be charged at 

the program site (cash or check only, no credit 

cards please). See program write-up for details. 

FEE REDUCTION 

We do not want our fees to be a barrier to 

participation. Call 703-228-4747 for information 

on the County’s fee reduction policy. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify Registration as soon as possible so we may 

contact someone from the waiting list. 

Cancellations on the day of the program should be 

made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 

30 days when classes are canceled by DPR due to 

weather, insufficient enrollment or other 

unforeseen reasons.  Transfers from one program 

section to another may be requested through the 

Registration Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the 

start of the program.  No refunds or credits if 

participants are unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with 

the Arlington County’s school closings policy.  

Outdoor programs may be cancelled due to rain 

or other inclement weather.  Call nature centers 

for more information. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Arlington County can provide reasonable 

accommodations for people with disabilities upon 

request. Two weeks advance notice is preferred. 

Call 703-228-4740.  TTY: 711.  
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This is a chip-timed race on a certified course. 

Check in at 9am;  

Race starts at 10am 

Lower Bluemont Park              

Picnic Shelter 

North 4th St Entrance 

Each year Long Branch Nature 

Center  receives injured turtles and 

other wildlife that needs our help.   

Proceeds from the race help us give 

them medical attention and a place 

to live until they are strong enough to 

be released back into the wild. 

 

 

Want to beautify your yard while also making a home for birds 

and butterflies?  Then its time to go Native! We are offering    

a great selection of plants that are accustomed to local climate 

and wildlife. We have gorgeous natives for sun to shade, and 

even deer resistant plants.  

 

Choose from Blazing Star, Wild Geranium, Foamflower, and 

many more! On the day of the sale we’ll also have a wider   

selection to choose from on site. See our order form for more 

information and to pre-order your plants today!   

 

Our order form can be emailed to you, picked up at  

either nature center or you can order online at: https://

registration.arlingtonva.us.   

Native Plant Sale  
Long Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, April 25, 1-4pm 

Blazing Star in the June garden—bumblebees love it! 

Turtle Trot 5K      

Saturday,  May 16 

Register at ACTIVE.COM 

Adults $30; Kids 12 and under $15 

More than a Trail Run!  

Festivities include a “real” 

turtle race, educational 

booths, games and fun for  

the whole family! 

https://parks.arlingtonva.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2015/01/Spring-2015-Order-Form.pdf
https://registration.arlingtonva.us
https://registration.arlingtonva.us
http://www.active.com/
http://www.active.com/

