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WHAT’S HAPPENING

 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608  Military Road 

Arlington, VA  22207 

GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us 

703-228-3403  

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA  22204  

LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-6535 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA  22207 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-7033 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and to find other information about our nature and conservation programs at 
http://parks.arlingtonva.us 

CHECK OUT OUR GREAT 

NATURE PROGRAMS!  

REGISTRATION 

BEGINS  

November 16, 2015 

I 
n the summer ponds are obviously lively places. Frogs sit along the edge or float in 

the water while turtles bask on logs and rocks. Water snakes lie in the sun or 

patrol the water for frogs to eat. Dragonflies and damselflies zip about in aerial 

duels or in pursuit of prey. Herons silently stalk fish and frogs. 

As the weather turns colder this activity slows and finally ceases, at least above the 

water. Beneath the surface ponds are full of life, even when they are covered by ice.  

Like most substances water becomes denser and heavier as it gets colder. However, it 

does something odd below 39oF (4oC) — it starts to get less dense and lighter. As a 

result the colder water rises above the warmer water and at 32oF (0oC) turns to ice, 

which floats. If it didn’t ponds would freeze from the bottom up and probably remain 

mostly frozen all year round. Very little, if any, life could survive in that environment. 

This is especially important for animals that spend the winter underwater. As cold as it 

is, the water under the ice is still warmer than the often subfreezing temperatures on 

land or in the air. 

Some frogs hibernate at the bottom of ponds, breathing through their skin. Frogs 

usually lie on the bottom rather than dig into the oxygen-poor mud because they 

require more oxygen than the mud can supply.  

Painted, snapping, and other native aquatic turtles also breathe through their skin during 

hibernation, but maintain a much lower metabolism than frogs. Consequently, they need 

less oxygen and can afford to bury themselves in the mud. 

In more northern latitudes, where ice can cover ponds and lakes for months and 

oxygen can become depleted, turtles have another trick up their shell. They can switch 

to anaerobic respiration, meaning respiration without oxygen. They can keep this up for 

weeks or even months! 

Frogs and turtles sometimes become active under the ice and can be seen moving 

slowly about. You might also see fish and aquatic insects such as water boatmen and 

predacious diving beetles.  Check it out — under the ice! 

Under the Ice  

mailto:GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:scasey@arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
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The Snag is published quarterly by Arlington County’s 

Department of Parks and Recreation Conservation & 

Interpretation Section.  Our mission is to increase 

enjoyment, understanding and stewardship of 

Arlington's natural and cultural resources through 

outreach and education.   

The Department is one of 136 agencies nationwide to have received 

national accreditation from the Commission for Accreditation of Park and 

Recreation Agencies.    

 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and to find other information about our 

nature and conservation programs at http://parks.arlingtonva.us 

 Habitat Restoration 
Adults, teens, and families ages 8 and up. Want to increase native species diversity right here in Arlington? Work 

parties are held every month and are making a real difference, with the return of ferns and wildflowers, and the 

animals that depend on them, in areas once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help make it happen! No 

registration required. Call nature centers for information. Free.  

AT GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

Sunday, Dec. 13, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Saturday, Jan. 9, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Saturday, Feb. 13, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

 

AT LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER 

Sunday, Dec. 20, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Monday, Jan. 18, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Sunday, Feb. 21, 2:00 - 4:00pm  

Turtle Trot 5K Saturday,  May 14 

 

More than a Trail Run!      

Festivities include a “real” turtle 

race, educational booths, games 

and fun for the whole family! 

Check in at 9am  

Race starts at 10am  

This is a chip-timed race 

on a certified course. 

Lower Bluemont Park Picnic Shelter, 

North 4th St Entrance, Arlington 

Each year Long Branch Nature 

Center receives injured turtles and 

other wildlife that need our help.   

Proceeds from the race help us give 

them medical attention and a place 

to live until they are strong enough 

to be released back into the wild. 

Register at ACTIVE.COM 

Registration opens January 2016 

Adults $30; Kids 12 and under $15 

STOP THE SQUASH!  

SALAMANDER PATROL TRAINING 

Thursday, Feb. 18, 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Adults. Every year, with the first “warm” rain, a dangerous 

journey begins. Wood frogs, toads and spotted salamanders 

that have spent the winter hibernating begin to move to our 

ponds — crossing driveways, parking lots and sometimes 

roads. Learn about Arlington's amazing amphibians and sign 

up to be added to our “safety patrol,” for a one or two hour 

shift some night in early February or late March (we can't 

predict more precisely). For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Gulf Branch Nature Center. Free. #622846-D 

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
http://www.active.com/
http://www.active.com/
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622846


WINTER HIKE AT SKY MEADOWS 

Saturday, Jan. 16, 8:30am - 4:30pm 

Adults. Ready for a vigorous winter hike in the Virginia 

countryside to shake off those mid-winter blues? Join us 

for a hike at Sky Meadows State Park on the Blue Ridge. 

As we hike, we’ll discuss winter ecology and look for 

birds and other wildlife. Van transportation provided. 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Lubber Run 

Community Center (300 N. Park Dr.) $40. #622946-B 

 

THE MATING GAME  

Thursday, Feb. 11, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Adults. Join a naturalist for a fun exploration of the 

weird, wild and wonderful mating scene of our local 

wildlife. Find out which male fish want to be seen as 

female, which amphibians can become too attached, and 

the hidden costs of being attractive. For information: 

703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. 

#622846-E 

 

HANSSEN SPY TALK 

Saturday, Feb. 13, 3:00 - 4:30pm 

Adults. Back by popular demand! The infamous spy and 

traitor Robert Hanssen worked in secrecy all around 

the nation's Capitol for years before being discovered. 

Some of those clandestine affairs were conducted right 

here in the woods of Long Branch Nature Center. Join 

us on the anniversary of his capture as we unfold the 

dramatic story of this notorious spy and his eventual 

downfall and arrest, including the FBI's nature center 

operations. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $7. #622946-G 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SKUNK CABBAGE HIKE 

Saturday, Feb. 20, 1:00 - 2:30pm 

Adults and teens. Meet naturalist Rachael Tolman for a 

wintery hike to find the first signs of spring... Skunk 

Cabbage! This unique plant has many fascinating aspects 

like generating its own heat. We'll discover more as we 

trek around Theodore Roosevelt Island. Wear galoshes 

and outdoor clothing. For information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at the Theodore Roosevelt Island parking lot. $10. 

#622946-A  

Nature Study 
for Adults  

Winter 2015 - 2016                    3 

 

 

Birding Trips Afield   
 

Adults. Come birding with us! Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink 

and snacks for the day. The trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes. For information: 703-

228-3403. Meet at the Lubber Run Community Center parking lot, 300 N. Park Drive, Arlington.  

 

BIRDING AT WESTMORELAND STATE PARK 

Tuesday, Dec. 8, 8:00am - 5:00pm 

Adults. Join us on an excursion to Westmoreland State Park and George Washington’s Birthplace National        

Monument. Waterfowl, bald eagles and winter songbirds are all possible sightings. $45. #622846-C 

 

BIRDING AT THE DELAWARE SHORE 

Tuesday, Jan. 12, 7:00am - 5:00pm 

Adults. Join us as we travel to the beaches along the Delaware Bay and Atlantic Ocean as we search for diving ducks 

and loons. $45. #622846-B 

 

BIRDING AT POINT LOOKOUT STATE PARK 

Tuesday, Feb. 9, 7:30am - 5:00pm 

Adults. Join us on a trip to the southernmost point in Maryland. We'll be searching for waterfowl in the Chesapeake 

Bay and Potomac River, and brown-headed nuthatches in the woodlands. $45. #622846-A 

 

Local Birding Walks 
 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BIRD CLUB WALKS 

Adults. Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for one or all of these informal walks through Long Branch 

and Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. Experienced and beginning birders welcome. Bring 

binoculars and field guides if you have them. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the parking lot at Long Branch 

Nature Center. Free.  
 

Wednesday, Dec. 2, 9:30 - 11:00am #622946-D 

Wednesday, Jan. 6, 9:30 - 11:00am #622946-E 

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 9:30 - 11:00am #622946-F 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622846
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622946
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622946


Family Fun 
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NOTABLE NATURE 
Families ages 5 and up. Tune in to the winter season! The 

whole family is invited to join us for a lesson in nature 

journaling. We'll begin by constructing our own nature journal, 

then head out to reconnect and record nature's wonders. Each 

program focuses on different aspects of the ever-changing 

natural world. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Free.  

 

Sunday, Dec. 13, 3:00 - 4:00pm #622956-E 

Sunday, Jan. 10, 3:00 - 4:00pm #622956-L 

Sunday, Feb. 14, 3:00 - 4:00pm #622956-D 

HOLIDAY NATURE CRAFTS 

Wednesday, Dec. 9, 3:00 - 6:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Register children and adults. Relax 

and have some holiday fun. Drop in anytime to this 

special craft workshop to make natural-themed gifts and 

decorations. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $5. #612956-W 

 

NEW YEAR'S EVE STROLL & CAMPFIRE 

Thursday, Dec. 31, 6:00 - 7:30pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Register children and adults.   

Explore the park as the last night of the year settles in. 

Then ring out the old and bring in the new by tossing 

your resolutions into a "wishing campfire." Bundle up and 

bring a flashlight. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at 

Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. #622856-C 

ANIMAL EXTRAVAGANZA  

Tuesday, Jan. 19, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Families ages 3 and up. Register children and adults.  

What is the difference between a mammal, reptile, and 

amphibian? Come find out as we meet resident animals 

up close. We have turtles, frogs, snakes, a rabbit and 

even a chipmunk! For information: 703-228-6535. Meet 

at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. #622956-B 

Take a Hike Together 
Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult.  

 

EXCURSIÓN BILINGÜE POR EL PARQUE 

Sábado/Saturday, Dec. 5, 11:00am - 12:30pm 

Adultos y familias. Bienvenidos a una excursión bilingüe por el parque. Nos encontraremos en el Centro de 

Naturaleza Long Branch. Conoceremos a los animales en el centro y caminaremos por el parque para observar y 

hacer preguntas sobre la naturaleza. Regresaremos al centro de naturaleza para tomar chocolate caliente, café y té 

Nos reunimos en Long Branch Nature Center. Gratis. Adults and families. Welcome to a bilingual walk in the park. 

We’ll meet at Long Branch Nature Center to learn about the animals there and we’ll take a hike out in the park to 

check out and ask questions about nature. We will return to the nature center for some hot chocolate, coffee and 

tea after the walk. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #622956-C 

 

WINTER BIRD WALK 

Saturday, Jan. 2, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Families ages 6 and up. What birds are around in the winter? Some are familiar year-round friends but others are 

winter-only visitors such as Winter Wrens and Brown Creepers. Beginners welcome and loaner binoculars are 

available. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #622956-K 

 

WINTER SECRETS REVEALED 

Sunday, Feb. 7, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up. With leaves off the trees and the forest plants dormant, many of the secrets of the forest 

are revealed. Take a short hike in search of bird and squirrel nests, fox dens, insect homes, snow fleas and other 

forest secrets that you can only glimpse during the winter. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5. #622856-L 

 

DESTRUCTIVE WATER  

Saturday, Feb 20, 1:00 - 2:00pm 

Families ages 8 and up. Trickling water can saw through solid rock to carve creeks and valleys into the landscape. 

We’ll explore and hike Glencaryln Park to see how flowing water has shaped this property. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. #622956-A 

ASTRONOMY  
A LOOK AT THE STARS  

Friday, Dec. 11, 5:30 - 6:30pm 

Families ages 7 and up. Look up at the night sky as we go 

on our night-time hike up to the meadow to view stars. 

Our telescopes will help us take a closer look at these 

astronomical wonders and we will share stories of the 

messages written in the sky. For information: 703-228-

6535. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith. $5. #622756-A 

 

NAKED EYE ASTRONOMY  

Friday, Jan. 29, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Families ages 8 and up. Enjoy the universe without a 

telescope. Find the largest object you can see with the 

naked eye. Explore the mysteries of the “Dog Star” 

Sirius. Orient yourself using the North Star, learn why it 

has many other names, and discover just how amazing 

this star’s position really is. For information: 703-228-

3403. Meet at Fort C.F. Smith. $5. #622856-B 

 

FASCINATING FULL MOON HIKE 

Saturday, Feb. 20, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up. Have you ever wondered what 

animals are out in our local parks at night? Experience 

the mystery first-hand as you learn to separate full moon 

folklore from facts. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet 

at Fort C.F. Smith. $5. #622756-B 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622956
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https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622756


SURVIVAL! 

Thursday, Dec. 3, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Can you survive living in the forest in the 

dead of winter? We’ll practice animal stalking, build a 

lean-to and start a real fire. We’ll become our own tribe 

of hunter-gatherers as we learn survival skills. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center. $5. #622926-G 

 

WINTER WOODPECKERS 

Thursday, Dec. 10, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9. Woodpeckers have a strong head for all the 

pecking they do. Find out what else is extraordinary 

about them, including how different their feet are and 

how they use their tongue to get food, while we hike in 

search of them. We’ll also make a woodpecker puppet 

to take home. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at 

Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. #622826-B 

 

HABITAT HUNT 

Tuesday, Jan. 5, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 7 to 12. Forest, meadows, wetlands, micro 

habitats? Hike our trails to discover the different habitats 

and animals on our property. We’ll also build mouse 

houses. Afterward, we’ll have a live animal presentation. 

For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $5. #622926-E 

 

VISIT OUR ANIMAL HOSPITAL 

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 4:00 - 5:00pm  

Ages 8 to 12. Come visit our rescued animals and see 

how we medically treat them. We have recovering 

turtles, snakes and mammals that need care and your 

help. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. $5 #622926-H 

 

COVERING UP FOR WINTER 

Saturday, Jan. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Ages 5 to 10. For animals surviving the winter outdoors, 

it's what's on the outside that counts. Explore how fur 

and feathers get mammals and birds through the winter 

months. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. $5. #622926-C 

 

SNEAK A PEEK  

Wednesday, Jan. 20, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9. Are you curious about what's behind the 

scenes? So are scientists! We'll try out some ways 

naturalists spy into the secrets of the natural world — 

from spotting scopes to observation hives. And we'll 

explore some of the center's secret spaces too! For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. $5. #622826-D 

 

GETTING READY FOR GROUNDHOG DAY 

Sunday, Jan. 31, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Ages 5 to 8. The real groundhogs are fast asleep, but 

that won't keep us from learning about America's only 

rodent with his own honorary day. Hear stories and 

learn fun facts about this legendary animal 

prognosticator! For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at 

Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. #622856-A 

UNDER THE ICE 

Saturday, Feb. 13, 10:00 - 11:00am 

Ages 9 to 12. Suspended animation! Voracious 

predators! The oxygen supply dropping fast! No, its not 

the latest alien movie; it's winter in the pond. Learn 

what's lurking in that cold dark water. Then we'll go 

outside and see what we can haul up from the depths. 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5. #622826-G 

 

ANIMALS OF THE BOREAL ZONE 

Saturday, Feb. 13, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Ages 6 to 9. Think you have what it takes to survive 

winter in one of the toughest places on earth? These 

animals do! Learn about these wild and amazing animals 

and their fierce adaptations to tough it out in the boreal 

zone. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. $5. #622926-A 

 

WE LOVE ANIMALS!  

Sunday, Feb. 14, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9. Happy Valentine's Day! Which animal at the 

nature centers - or in the whole world - do you love the 

most? Come show your love by making them a valentine, 

and learn ways you can help them in the wild. For 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. $5. #622826-H 

 

ERUPTING VOLCANOES 

Wednesday, Feb. 17, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 12. Make a baking soda volcano erupt with 

bubbling, oozing, white foam from kitchen ingredients. 

We’ll learn about geology and chemistry while making a 

big mess. We can also experiment to see which volcano 

spews the biggest, foamiest eruptions! For information: 

703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

#622926-B 

 

SPRING SENSES 

Saturday, Feb. 27, 11:00am - 12:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9. Spring is right around the corner – time to 

give our senses a tune-up. Learn about our five senses, 

how animals use their senses, and then go outside to get 

your senses ready for the sights, sounds and scents of 

spring. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center. $5. #622826-J 
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TEEN PROGRAMS 
NATIVE AMERICAN SKILLS 

Tuesday, Dec. 29, 1:00 - 2:30pm 

Ages 13 and up. Make your own bow, throw a spear and 

start a fire. Learn how Native Americans made tools for 

hunting and survival from natural materials and make a 

real fire. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. $7. #622936-A 

 

INTRO TO ENVIRONMENTAL MONITORING 

Saturday, Jan. 9, 1:00 - 2:30pm 

Ages 13 and up. Hike through forests, meadows and   

wetlands to do hands-on data collection using scientific 

instruments and worksheets. Guided by a Park Naturalist, 

students will do investigations of the atmosphere,       

hydrosphere, geosphere and biosphere. For information: 

703-228-6535. Meet at the Long Branch  Nature Center. 

$7. #622936-B 

 

ANIMAL REHABILITATION 

Saturday Feb. 20, 2:30 - 3:30pm 

Ages 13 and up. Get a behind the scenes look at how we 

medically treat and care for injured wild reptiles, amphibi-

ans and even a turkey vulture. Participants can do hands-

on care and feeding for our resident animals while touring 

our facility. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. Free. #622936-C 

For Young Naturalists 
Register children only. Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 
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Seashell Workshops 
Ages 7 to 12. There's a fun kids club at Gulf Branch that’s all about seashells! Each month we learn about ocean inver-

tebrates (animals without backbones) and study shells and the interesting animals that live in them. Take home a new 

specimen or shell craft each month! For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $10. 

 

CARRIER SHELLS  

Saturday, Jan. 23, 11:00am - Noon 

Masters of disguise! Clue into some clever camouflage and create a carrier snail inspired shell craft. #622826-E  

 

WORM SHELLS 

Sunday, Feb. 21, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

Learn about these uniquely shaped snails with twisty shells like a worm (or curly like a churro!) #622826-I  
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Keeping Mini-Beasts 

 

Ages 9 to 12. Get ready to (temporarily) own all sorts of mini-beasts and have a series of amazing, unique pets. Learn 

all about different animal's lives while caring for them over a month. At each session you'll return last month's critters, 

learn about and receive new ones. Over the year we'll work our way up to more demanding critters - graduating with 

tadpoles in the spring! Fee covers all three sessions listed below and includes everything you'll need for the season: a 

container you'll keep, food, bedding, the critters themselves and more. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf 

Branch Nature Center. $45 for first-time participants ($15 for materials); $30 for returning participants.  

 

MARVELOUS MILLIPEDES 

Friday, Dec. 4, 4:30 - 5:30pm  #622826-A 

BEAUTIFUL BEETLES 

Friday, Jan. 8, 4:30 - 5:30pm #622826-C  

LOVELY LEECHES 

Friday, Feb. 5, 4:30 - 5:30pm #622826-F 

Who Lives in the Chesapeake Bay? 
 

Families ages 3 and up. Register children and adults; children must register with an accompanying adult. Join an educator 

from Under the Sea to learn about the ecology of the Chesapeake, and meet and touch live creatures native to the bay. 

We’ll learn about how Arlington is in the Chesapeake Bay watershed and how what we do affects water quality and 

wildlife. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $10.  

 

Sunday, Jan. 10, 2:00 - 3:00pm #622856-J  

Sunday, Jan. 10, 3:30 - 4:30pm #622856-K  

Owls of Virginia  
 

Sunday, Jan. 24, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Register children and adults; children must register with an accompanying adult. Whooo will 

you meet at this entertaining program? Virginia's owls! Join members of the Raptor Conservancy of Virginia as they 

share their insights into these fascinating and mysterious nighttime predators. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free. #622956-M 

Monthly Kids Clubs  

More Family Fun 
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For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

 Caregivers must stay with their child ages 18 to 35  

months. Adults with preschoolers ages three to five  

years are invited to participate or may visit the rest 

of the building during a program, but must remain 

on site. 

TINY TOT NATURE FUN 

Introduce your child, 18 to 35 months, to nature.  

These programs are designed to help children and 

caregivers feel comfortable exploring and enjoying our 

natural world. $5 per child.  

 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Thursday, Dec. 3, 10:00 - 10:45am #622816-M 

Friday, Dec. 4, 10:00 - 10:45am #622816-N 

 

Thursday, Jan. 7, 10:00 - 10:45am #622816-O 

Friday, Jan. 8, 10:00 - 10:45am #622816-P 

Saturday, Jan. 9, 10:00 - 10:45am #622816-Q 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 10:00 - 10:45am #622816-R 

Thursday, Feb. 4, 10:00 - 10:45am #622816-S 

Friday, Feb. 5, 10:00 - 10:45am #622816-T  

 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Thursday, Dec. 10, 10:00 - 10:45am #622916-A 

Friday, Dec. 11, 10:00 - 10:45am #622916-B 

Saturday, Dec. 12, 10:30 - 11:15am #622916-C 

 

Wednesday, Jan. 27,10:00 - 10:45am #622916-D 

Thursday, Jan. 28, 10:00 - 10:45am #622916-E 

Saturday, Jan. 30, 10:30 - 11:15am #622916-F 

 

Thursday, Feb. 25, 10:00 - 10:45pm #622916-G 

Friday, Feb. 26, 10:00 - 10:45am #622916-H 

Saturday, Feb. 27, 10:30 - 11:15am #622916-I 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

 

THE REASONS FOR SEASONS 

Cycle through earth’s seasons! Come learn about 

Virginia’s wonderful winter, sweet spring, sizzling 

summer and fabulous fall!  

Wednesday, Dec. 2, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-I 

Thursday, Dec. 3, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-J 

Friday, Dec. 4, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-K 

Thursday, Dec. 10, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-L  

 

FABULOUS FOSSILS 

Let’s dig into great fun and discover the past with 

fabulous fossils!  Herbivore, carnivore or omnivore 

- we'll explore prehistoric teeth!   

Tuesday, Jan. 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-E 

Wednesday, Jan. 6, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-F 

Thursday, Jan. 7, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-G 

Friday, Jan. 8, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-H  

 

CRITTER CLASSIFICATION 

With over 8.7 million critters living on Planet Earth, 

how do we keep track? We will learn about newly 

discovered species and their interesting names. 

Wednesday, Feb. 3, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-A 

Thursday, Feb. 4, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-B 

Friday, Feb. 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-C 

Wednesday, Feb. 10, 1:00 - 2:00pm #622816-D 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

SLEEP, SCURRY OR FLY   

Where do animals go in the winter? We’ll learn 

about how animals sleep, fly away or stay active 

through the winter. We'll meet some animals too! 

Wednesday, Dec. 16, 10:00 - 11:00am #622916-J 

Thursday, Dec. 17, 10:00 - 11:00am #622916-K 

Friday, Dec. 18, 10:00 - 11:00am #622916-L 

Friday, Dec. 18, 4:00 - 5:00pm #622916-M  

 

SLIPPING SLIDING PENGUINS  

They’re all dressed up with no place to go! Watch 

out for these adorable sliders as we explore the 

penguins of the world. 

Thursday, Jan. 21, 10:30 - 11:30am #622916-N 

Friday, Jan. 22, 10:30 - 11:30am #622916-O 

Friday, Jan. 22, 4:00 - 5:00pm #622916-P 

Saturday, Jan. 23, 10:30 - 11:30am #622916-Q 

 

WILD WOLVERINES 

Wolverines are mysterious animals that thrive in 

the cold and snow. Join us as we learn the secrets 

of these animals that survived from the ice age. 

Thursday, Feb. 18, 10:30 - 11:30am #622916-U 

Friday, Feb. 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #622916-V 

Friday, Feb. 19, 4:00 - 5:00pm #622916-W 

Saturday, Feb. 20, 4:00 - 5:00pm #622916-X 

 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Kids grow better outside! Preschoolers are actively exploring their natural world. These programs help build the  

foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery. Hands-on interactive learning, crafts, mini-hikes and 

nature play engage your children three to five years old. Call nature centers for more information. $5 per child. 

Winter Walks 
Families ages 2 and up. Take a walk in the winter 

woods. The woods that we know and love changes in 

the dark months lets enjoy the quiet in our little urban 

oases. Bring your little one - know that they will need 

to be carried as our trails might be tough footing for 

little feet. The trails are not always stroller accessible 

either. There might be some winter tree ID thrown in 

there! For information: 703-228-6535. $5. 
 

Saturday, Dec. 19, 10:00 - 11:30am   
Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  #622916-R  

 

Sunday, Jan. 24, 10:00 - 11:30am #622916-S  

Meet at Claremont Park, 4100 Franconia Rd.,         

Alexandria, VA 22310 (near the baseball fields.) 

 

Sunday, Feb. 28, 10:00 - 11:30am  
Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. #622916-T 

Nature Story Time  
 Ages 2 and up. Register children and adults; children must be 

accompanied by a registered adult. Winter is a great time 

for storytelling! Cozy up as we read some great books 

about winter and winter creatures.  For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free.   

 

 

JAN BRETT STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Dec. 15, 10:30 - 11:15am #622926-F  
 

WINTER STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Jan. 12, 10:30 - 11:15am #622926-I  
 

GROUNDHOG STORY TIME   

Tuesday, Feb. 2, 10:30 - 11:15am #622926-D 

https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622816
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622916
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622926
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622926
https://web1.vermontsystems.com/wbwsc/vaarlingtonwt.wsc/search.html?module=ar&primarycode=622926


How to Sign Up! 
 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 

residents Monday, November 16.  Non-resident 

registration opens Tuesday, November 17.  

Registration deadline: Participants must 

register by 4:00pm the day before a program.  

The day of the program, please call the program 

site if you have not yet registered to check 

availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online:  If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration.  You 

can also register online by going to https://

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to 

register for a program. If you do not have an 

account, you can create one online or call 703- 

228-4747 for help. 

By Phone: Call the Registration Office at        

703-228-4747, Monday to Friday, between        

8:00am and 5:00pm. 

In Person: Visit the Registration Office at 3700 

S. Four Mile Run Dr., Arlington, VA 22206, 

Monday to Friday, between 8:00am and 5:00pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration.  Some program fees will be charged 

at the program site (cash or check only, no 

credit cards please). See program write-up for 

details. 

FEE REDUCTION 

We do not want our fees to be a barrier to 

participation. Call 703-228-4747 for information 

on the County’s fee reduction policy. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify Registration as soon as possible so we 

may contact someone from the waiting list. 

Cancellations on the day of the program should 

be made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed 

within 30 days when classes are canceled by the 

County due to weather, insufficient enrollment 

or other unforeseen reasons.  Transfers from 

one program section to another may be 

requested through the Registration Office at 703

-228-4747, prior to the start of the program.  

No refunds or credits if participants are unable 

to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Programs are cancelled in conjunction with the 

Arlington Public School closings policy. Outdoor 

programs may be cancelled due to rain or other 

inclement weather - call nature centers for more 

information. 

PROGRAMS CAN BE MODIFIED 

Arlington County can provide reasonable 

modifications for people with disabilities upon 

request. Call 703-228-4740. TTY: 711.  
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Saturday, Dec. 5, 1:00 - 4:00pm 

Adults and children ages 12 and up. Using all 

natural items we’ll create some delightfully 

decorative crafts you can use to spruce up your 

home or give as special gifts. We’ll provide 

music, refreshments, basic instruction and 

enough materials for each participant to make at 

least two seasonal decorations. Participants 

should bring hand pruners or wire cutters (if you 

have them) and any extra materials or special 

decorations you may wish to add. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. $30. #612946-H 

Holiday Wreath Workshop 

VISIT WITH SANTA 

Join us at Gulf Branch for a visit with Santa in the old log 

house. Then stop by the nature center to make a holiday 

craft and watch the toy trains run or just enjoy a walk in 

the winter woods. This low-key event is a great way to 

enjoy some holiday cheer. After registering, each family 

will be assigned a specific time slot to visit with Santa. 

For information: 703-228-3403. $8 per child.  

Saturday, Dec. 5 

9:00am - 12:00pm #622856-D 

 

1:00 - 4:00pm #622856-E 

 

Sunday, Dec. 6 

9:00am - 12:00pm #622856-F 

 

1:00 - 4:00pm #622856-G 

 

Saturday, Dec. 12 

9:00am - 12:00pm #622856-H 

 

1:00 - 4:00pm #622856-I 

  

Families ages 4 and up. Did you know that flying squirrels are found 

throughout the wooded neighborhoods of Arlington, although they are 

seldom seen? Join us to learn about these engaging nocturnal acrobats.  

After an indoor presentation, we'll tiptoe outside to see these little 

pixies glide in for an evening meal. These creatures are truly one of the 

natural wonders of Arlington! For information 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

Saturday, Dec. 5, 5:00 - 6:00pm 

#622956-F 

Thursday, Dec. 31, 5:00-6:00pm 

#622956-H 

Saturday, Jan. 9, 5:30 - 6:30pm 

#622956-I 

Saturday, Feb. 6, 6:00 - 7:00pm 

#622956-G 

Saturday, Feb. 13, 6:00 - 7:00pm 

#622956-N 

Saturday, Feb. 20, 6:00 - 7:00pm 

#622956-J 

 

Flying Squirrel Lore & More  
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