
 

In astrology, those born between 
July 1 and July 22 are the Crabs 
of Cancer. Crabs are emotional 
nurturers, dedicated to their 
home and family. Gentle and 
kind, they love telling stories 
around the dinner table and 
upholding traditions. Those born 
between July 23 and July 31 are 
the Lion star sign Leo. Leos are 
dignified, strong, and powerful, 
making good leaders and 
honorable friends. They are also 

ambitious—reaching for the stars, working 
hard, and accomplishing their goals. 
Celebrities born in the July include:   

 
P.T. Barnum (circus showman) – July 5, 1810 
Nancy Reagan (first lady) – July 6, 1921 
Michelle Kwan (figure skater) – July 7, 1980 
Milton Berle (comedian) – July 12, 1908 
Harrison Ford (actor) – July 13, 1942 
Phyllis Diller (comedienne) – July 17, 1917 
Don Knotts (actor) – July 21,1924 
Gracie Allen (comedienne) – July 26, 1895 
J.K. Rowling (writer) – July 31, 1965 
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It’s All Double Vision on July 12 
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July 15 is St. Swithin’s Day in Britain. 
According to an old rhyme, this day 
also predicts the rain: 
 
St. Swithin’s Day if thou dost rain,  
for 40 days it will remain.  
St. Swithin’s Day if thou be fair, 
 for 40 days ’twill rain [no more]. 
 
Saint Swithin was the Bishop of 
Winchester. But at either his or other 
clergy’s request, he was buried 
outdoors where he could be among 
the people and where the rain could 

The Birth of Neighboring Nations 

Britain’s 40-Day Forecast 

July marks the birth of two North 
American nations: the Dominion of 
Canada and United States of America. 
 

On July 1, Canada Day, the red and 
white colors of the Unifolié, the 
Maple Leaf flag, will be flown proudly 
all over Canada. On this date in 
1867, three separate colonies —
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and 
the Province of Canada (comprising 
Ontario in the west and Quebec in 
the east)—united under the British 
North America Act. The holiday was 
first called Dominion Day, and the 
original festivities were literally “rung 
in” by ringing the bells at Toronto’s 
Cathedral Church of St. James.  
 

Interestingly, Canada did not 

fall on his grave. After more than a 
century outdoors—on July 15, 971—
the monks brought his remains to a 
shrine inside a newly built cathedral. 
And, as legend has it, torrential rains 
followed for weeks on end.  
 
Ever since, people have believed that 
the weather on St. Swithin’s Day will 
foretell the weather for the next 40 
days. Those who’ve looked into the 
weather records from 971 say 
there’s no proof of 40 days of rain, 
but the legend lives on. 
 
 

formally become its own nation until 
1982, when Queen Elizabeth II of 
England traveled to Ottawa to royally 
proclaim its sovereignty. The 
transition was not entirely smooth, 
however; many citizens opposed the 
changing of the name Dominion Day. 
The name Canada Day was formally 
adopted in late-1982. Today, patriots                       
                                continued on pg. 4 
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Notable 
Quote 

 
“I am a big believer 
that eventually 
everything comes 
back to you. You 
get back what you 
give out.” 
 
 ~ Nancy Reagan 
(born July 6, 1921) 

While only one out of every 100 
people experience this rare 
genetic trait, everyone is invited 
to celebrate Different Colored 
Eyes Day on July 12.  
 

This genetic phenomenon is most 
common in cats, dogs, and 
horses. But humans, too, can 
experience heterochromia, or two 
different colored eyes. Our eye 
color develops shortly after birth 
due to the pigment melanin. More 

celebrate with picnics, fireworks, 
and parades. Even the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police get in 
on the action—a select group of 
Mounties take time out of their 
world tour to perform their famous 
Musical Ride, a horseback drill 
review set to music. 
 

South of the Canadian border, 
Americans will be waving the 
Stars and Stripes on July 4, 
Independence Day. Like their 
Canadian neighbors, Americans 
also split from England, but rather 
than patiently wait for their 

independence, the United States 
declared it for themselves on July 
4, 1776—with the help of 
Thomas Jefferson’s pen.  
 

Founding Father John Adams 
immediately understood the 
day’s importance, commenting, 
“It ought to be solemnized with 
pomp and parade, with shows, 
games, sports, guns, bells, 
bonfires, and illuminations, from 
one end of this continent to the 
other, from this time.” Americans 
have taken Adams’ advice to 
heart for nearly 240 years. 

melanin means darker eyes. Less 
melanin means lighter eyes.  
 

It just so happens that sometimes 
two eyes develop differently. 
Sometimes one eye can even 
have two different colors, such as 
a blue iris with a brown ring 
around the pupil, or a completely 
brown eye with a splash of green 
in the corner. This may be 
another way that nature makes 
us each a unique work of art. 
 

This July… 
 

Grilling Month 
 

Family Reunion 

Month 
 

Share a Sunset 

with Someone 

You Love 

Month 
 

Canada Day 

July 1 
 

Tom Sawyer 

Days 

July 2–5 
 

 Independence 

Day 

July 4 
 

Collector Car  

Appreciation 

July 10 
 

Cheer Up the 

Lonely Day 

July 11 
 

Everybody 

Deserves a 

Massage Week 

July 19–25 

 

Paperback  

Book Day 
July 30 
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In early July 1947, something 
strange happened on a ranch near 
Roswell, New Mexico. It all began 
after a night of intense storms. The 
next morning, rancher Mack Brazel 
rode his horse out to check on the 
sheep. What he found has inspired 
curiosity, conspiracy, and hysteria 
ever since. Metal debris was 
scattered all over the ground. A 
shallow trench ran for hundreds of 
feet. When Brazel showed some of 
the metal to his neighbors, the 
Proctors, they offered one 
explanation: it was a UFO. 
 

Excited citizens making UFO 
sightings had become something of 
a fad during early 1947. This 
incident only stoked the fever. 
Many insist that not only did a 
flying saucer crash near Roswell 
but aliens had been recovered by 
the military. Conspiracy theorists 
contend that the military then 
scrambled to cover the entire 
incident, chalking it up as the 
recovery of a fallen top-secret 
surveillance balloon complete with 
life-sized test dummies.  

Unforgettable Flying Objects 

July 13 is International Town Criers 
Day. In olden times, it was the job 
of the town crier to stand in the 
middle of town, ring his bell, and 
shout out the important news of the 
day. Town criers also shouted 
“Oyez! Oyez!”—the Anglo-Norman 
form of “Hear ye! Hear ye!”  
 
Today, the sight of someone 
wearing a tricorn hat, a powdered 
wig, and a ruffled collar while 
ringing a brass bell and shouting 
the day’s news might be strange. 

Read All About It! 

 Page 2 
 

Fifty years later, in 1997, the Air 
Force was still trying to put 
rumors to rest. And so it released 
a 231-page report titled “Case 
Closed: The Final Report on the 
Roswell Crash.” Each July, 
however, believers and skeptics 
alike gather in Roswell to 
celebrate the UFO Festival. 
Attendees are encouraged to 
parade while dressed as their 
favorite ET and listen to evidence 
presented by panels of scientists 
and authors.  
 

UFO sightings aren’t limited to 
Roswell. Records from the 
Roman Republic around  
200 BC describe ships 
descending from the sky. 
Japanese fishermen swore to an 
at-sea encounter with an alien in 
the year 1803. And in 1946, 
Swedish military personnel 
reported strange “ghost rockets” 
in the sky. Since a worldwide 
phenomenon deserves a 
worldwide holiday, the date of 
July 2 is now celebrated—by 
many—as World UFO Day. 
 

But some towns still carry on the 
tradition. The American Guild of 
Town Criers was founded on July 5, 
1997, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
The North American Town Crier 
Championships, first held in Canada 
in 1983 and in the United States in 
1991, have been held each year to 
promote “the ancient art of town 
crying.” While the position may be 
merely ceremonial, town crying is a 
source of both pride and joy for 
many communities, and so it’s here 
to stay. Spread the word. 

Rubik’s Cube took the 
world by storm when 
introduced outside of 

Hungary in 1980. 

On July 18, 1953, a young man 
named Elvis Presley walked into 
the Sun Record Co. studio in 
Memphis, Tennessee, to make his 
first record. The resulting acetate 
disc, with just two songs—“My 
Happiness” and “That’s When Your 
Heartaches Begin”—was supposed 
to be a gift from Elvis to his mother. 
Rumor has it, though, that the 
Presleys did not even own a record 
player. And besides, his mother’s 
birthday had long passed. Many 

Elvis Presley and the Gift of Song 
 

 

There is something puzzling about 
July 13. On this day in 1944, Erno 
Rubik, the inventor of the Rubik’s 
Cube, was born in Hungary. Perhaps 
this is why July 13 is celebrated as 
International Puzzle Day.  
 
Rubik did not start out his career as 
a puzzle inventor. As an architect 
and professor of architecture, he 
handmade the first Rubik’s Cube in 
1974 to help teach his students 
about three-dimensional space. 
When his invention left Hungary in 
1980 and was manufactured as a 
toy, it became a worldwide craze. 
More than five million cubes were 
sold the first year. More than 350 
million have been sold since, 
making it perhaps the most popular 
toy ever invented. As for Rubik, his 
interests remain in educating 
students about engineering, 
science, and technology, and he 
has recently launched a worldwide 
tour promoting the field of science, 
technology, engineering, and math 
(known collectively as STEM). 
 
Of course, the object of any puzzle 
lies in its solution. One of the 
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speculate that the recording was 
an attempt by Elvis to get the 
attention of Sun Record’s owner 
Sam Phillips. Apparently, Elvis 
made an impression, because he 
was invited back to the studio a year 
later, on July 5, 1954. At first, the 
session was uninspiring. The band 
was about to give up when Elvis 
began fooling around, goofing off, 
and singing. That sound was exactly 
what Phillips was looking for. The 
“King of Rock ’n’ Roll” was born. 

greatest puzzles of modern history 
is perhaps the strange symbols, or 
hieroglyphs, discovered in Egypt’s 
tombs. This writing had been 
defunct for 2,000 years when it was 
discovered, so no one knew how to 
read it—until a chance discovery 
on July 19, 1799.  
 
One of Napoleon’s soldiers, named 
Pierre Bouchard, in the midst of a 
military campaign in Egypt, 
discovered a stone slab jutting from 
the ground near the town of 
Rosetta. This stone slab, called the 
Rosetta Stone, has the same 
passage written in three different 
languages: ancient Greek, 
Egyptian hieroglyphs, and Egyptian 
demotic. At last, scholars had a 
“cheat sheet” that allowed them to 
understand Egyptian hieroglyphs 
and thereby penetrate the secrets 
of ancient Egyptian civilization.  
 
Whether your Puzzle Day activities 
involve cracking puzzles as small 
as a Rubik’s Cube or as large as 
the Rosetta Stone, delight in the 
workout and celebrate International 
Puzzle Day this July 13. 
 

This Elvis Presley 
publicity photo shows 

off one of his now-
famous moves. 

“Hear ye! Hear ye!”—
especially on Town 

Criers Day. 

Puzzling Moments in History Any flying object is a 
UFO until the point 
when it’s identified.  


