
I 
s the exploration of the natural world just 

a pleasant way to pass the golden hours of 

childhood or is there something deeper?”  

Here at the nature centers we know  that 

there is something more.  Adults deserve their 

own golden hours - time to notice the beauty  

of the rising moon, to discover hidden life in 

their own yards, to enjoy companionship in the 

outdoors.   Don’t wait on retirement!  We  

challenge you to take one minute every day this 

summer to continue the life of exploration you 

began as a child.   

 

If you have children of your own, make sure you 

prove by your actions as well as your words 

that nature is a critical and constant part of all 

our lives.   When we offer a chance to engage 

hands-on with nature - to pet a turtle, to look  

under a log, to count the bird calls in one  

minute - its a chance for parents too.  Turning it 

down sends the message that nature is just for 

kids, that its something we grow out of.  Instead 

show that its something we grow into!  Adults 

can ask a deeper question, can point out - and 

know the name of - the first star, have the  

patience to grow ferns from spores, and the 

skills to roast a truly perfect, golden brown 

marshmallow.   

 

So whatever your age, give yourself the gift of 

wonder and discovery.   You will find yourself 

answering, along with Rachael Carson, that 

“there is something much deeper, something 

lasting and significant. Those who dwell among 

the beauties and mysteries of the earth are 

never alone or weary of life. Whatever the 

vexation or concerns of their personal lives, 

their thoughts can find paths that lead to       

inner contentment and to renewed excitement 

in living.” 

“ 
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LOOKING FOR GREAT 

NATURE PROGRAMS ?  

 

REGISTRATION 

BEGINS  

May 13, 2014 

https://registration.arlingtonus 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608  Military Road 

Arlington, VA 22207 

GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us 

703-228-3403  

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA  22204  

LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-6535 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA  22207 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

703-243-4342 

The Snag is published quarterly by the Arlington 

Department of Parks and Recreation’s Conservation  

& Interpretation Section.  Our mission to increase  

enjoyment, understanding and stewardship of  

Arlington's natural and cultural resources through  

outreach and education. 

Nature is for all! 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG and to find other information about our 
nature and conservation programs at www.arlingtonva.us/dpr 

Photo by Marty Nielson 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us
mailto:GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:scasey@arlingtonva.us
www.arlingtonva.us/dpr
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The Snag is published quarterly by Arlington County’s Department of Parks and Recreation.  The Department is one of 100 agencies 

nationwide to have received national accreditation from the Commission for Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies.   Sign up 

to receive THE SNAG and to find other information about our nature and conservation programs at www.arlingtonva.us/dpr.  

Restore Habitat  
Want to increase species diversity right here in 

Arlington? Work parties are held every month and are 

making a real difference, with the return of ferns and 

wildflowers, and the animals that depend on them, in 

areas once covered in destructive invasive plants. Help 

make it happen! Adults, teens, and families with children 

eight and older are welcome to join us. No registration 

required. Call nature centers for information. Free.  

Second Sundays Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 

Sunday, June 8, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Sunday, July 13, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Sunday, August 10, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

 

Third Sundays Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Sunday, June 15, 2:00 - 5:00pm 

Sunday, July 20, 2:00 - 5:00pm 

Sunday, August 17, 2:00 - 5:00pm  

 

Plant Trees!   
The Arlington County Tree Canopy Fund program offers grants for free 

trees to be planted in backyards, on condo association property, and other 

private property. The goals of the Tree Canopy Fund are to restore and 

increase the County’s tree cover over time.  Administered by Arlingtonians 

for a Clean Environment and the Arlington County Urban Forestry Com-

mission, the fund provides grants to individuals and community groups to 

plant and maintain trees on private property. Since its inception over 1,200 

trees have been planted!   

 

The deadline for the 2014 program is June 20. More information at 

www.arlingtonenvironment.org or call 703-228-6427.   

 

Green Home and Garden Tour 
  SUNDAY, JUNE 1, 1:00 - 5:00PM 
 

Come on this tour to get inspiration and ideas to go green at home!  The 12th annual tour will include a mixture of 

new green homes, green renovations, and watershed-friendly gardens.   See homes featuring energy efficient  

technologies, solar elements, water saving technologies, native plants, rain gardens, and rain barrels, wildlife habitat, 

and more! This year Gulf Branch will be showing off our new stream-friendly parking lot and planters. Come hear  

the saga, and share in our success!  
 

Sponsored by Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment and Arlington County Department of Environmental  

Services.  The tour brochure with locations will be online at www.arlingtonenvironment.org by May 15th.   

A guided biking tour will be available for this event. Registration for the bike tour will be available online  

by May 1st at www.arlingtonenvironment.org  

 

  Explore Arlington on Foot this Summer with WalkArlington’s Walkabout Discovery Challenge  

 

Be an environmental hero and make Arlington County into a great place to live, work and play! 

Any group, business, or individual 18 years or older can adopt a park, playground, trail, sports field 

and many other areas in Arlington County's menu of parks and recreation facilities. You can't imag-

ine how much your help is overwhelmingly appreciated.  

 

Minimally we expect adoptive groups/individuals to support the area    

quarterly (spring, summer, fall and winter) but projects are flexible         

depending on the group's goals and progress. For more information go    

to www.arlingtonva.us or call 703-228-4730. 
Hab

itat
 He

roes
 

Over the last decade, WalkArlington has been hard at work developing 

nearly two dozen Walkabouts, self-guided, family-friendly neighborhood 

walking tours that showcase local history, highlight community resources 

(like parks, trails, and nature centers!), divulge little-known facts, and reveal 

hidden treasures. Walkabout routes typically include about 10 stops and 

cover two miles. Just in time for summer, WalkArlington has put together a 

go-at-your-own-pace, suitable-for-all-ages scavenger hunt of sorts featuring 

twelve of our Walkabout routes. So whether you're an Arlington new-

comer or a longtime resident and whether you've tried a Walkabout or 

explored walkable Arlington on your own, print out a copy of WalkArling-

ton's new WALKABOUT DISCOVERY CHALLENGE at WalkAr-

lington.com and explore Arlington on foot this summer. You’re sure to 

discover something new!  Questions?  Contact info@walkarlington.com or 

call 703-247-9296. 

www.arlingtonva.us/dpr
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org
http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org
http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org
http://www.walkarlington.com/pages/about/
http://www.walkarlington.com/pages/walkabouts/walkabout-discovery-challenge/
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/ParksRecreation/scripts/parks/AdoptAPark.aspx#hero
http://www.arlingtonparks.us/forms/adoptapark/JobDescription.pdf
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/ParksRecreation/scripts/parks/AdoptAPark.aspx
http://armn.org/choking-hazard/
http://www.walkarlington.com/pages/walkabouts/
http://www.walkarlington.com/tasks/sites/Walk/assets/File/WalkaboutPDFs/Walkabout_Challenge_Citizen_Insert.pdf
walkarlington.com
walkarlington.com
mailto:info@walkarlington.com


JUNE BIRD WALK 

Wednesday, June 4, 8:30 - 11:00am    

Adults. Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird 

Club for an informal walk through Long Branch and 

Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory 

birds. Experienced and beginning birders welcome. Bring 

binoculars and field guides. For information: 703-228-

6535. Meet at the parking lot at Long Branch Nature  

Center. Free.  #642944-A  

 

FERN FORAY 

Saturday, June 14, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Adults. Join us for a lecture, walk and hands-on 

experience with ferns. We'll learn about the history of 

these ancient plants and how they survived thus far. 

We'll also hike to look at some of our local ferns and 

how to differentiate them. Finally, we will try our hand 

at growing ferns from spores we've collected. This 

program will include some hiking off trail.  For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch  

Nature Center. $10.  #642944-B 

 

CATCH THE  BUZZ IN BALLSTON 

Wednesday, June 18, 5:00 - 7:00pm 

Adults, 21 and up.  Celebrate National Pollinator Week 

by joining us a on a bug hunt for adults in Ballston.  

Teams will challenge each other in a fun exploration of 

urban wildlife as we discover an amazing diversity of 

species, most sustained by the ‘hidden’ native plant 

garden behind the Nature Conservancy.  After we reach 

our goals, we’ll buzz on over to a nearby spot for a cool 

drink, more conversation and a chance to vote on ‘best 

selfie with a pollinator’.  Please bring your cell phones or 

digital cameras to help ‘capture’ specimens for our 

experts to identify.  Meet at Ballston Metro. $10.  

#642844-D  

 

CITIZEN SCIENCE: KATYDIDS COUNT! 

Tuesday, Aug. 5, 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Adults and Teens. Every summer we are serenaded by 

crickets and katydids. Learn to identify their different 

calls, how and why they sing, and more. Then help us 

census Arlington's cricket and katydid populations as we 

monitor our parks and backyards for 8 different species. 

The survey, or CRICKET CRAWL, will take place the 

evening of AUGUST 22nd, weather permitting. For 

more information visit www.discoverlife.org/cricket/DC  

or call 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. $5.  #642844-E 

 

ARACHNOPHOBIA! 

Saturday, Aug. 23, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Adults and Teens. Are you afraid of spiders but still find 

them fascinating and want to know more about them? 

Join us for a hands-off, arachnophobe-safe exploration of 

spiders and their world. Find out which ones can hurt 

you and which ones pose no threat. How close an 

encounter will you have with spiders in this program? 

That’s up to you and your comfort level. Arachnophiles 

are welcome to join in too! For information: 703-228-

6535.  Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $7.  

#642944-C 

Workshops & Walks for Adults  
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 Birding Trips  
Adults. Come birding with us!  Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink 

and snacks for the day. The trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes. Meet at the Lubber 

Run Recreation Center parking lot, 300 N. Park Dr., Arlington, VA 22203.  

 

BIRDING: FLAG PONDS & BATTLE CREEK CYPRESS SWAMP  

Tuesday, June 3, 7:00am - 4:00pm 

We’ll search Calvert County, MD for nesting summer residents such as summer and scarlet tanagers and hooded 

and Kentucky warblers. For information: 703-243-3403. $45. #642844-A 

 

BIRDING: SHENANDOAH NATIONAL PARK  

Tuesday, June 10, 7:00am - 4:00pm 

Join us on an excursion to the mountains as we look for nesting songbirds at Shenandoah  

National Park. For information: 703-228-6535. $45.  #642944-D 

 

BIRDING THE DELAWARE BAY 

Tuesday, Aug. 19, 7:00am - 4:00pm 

We’ll travel to the eastern shore in search of migrating shorebirds along the Delaware Bay,  as  

well as tidal and freshwater marshes. For information: 703-243-4342. $45.  #642844-C 

The Blacksmiths Guild of  the Potomac meets every first 

and third Friday at 7:30pm at their forge at Gulf Branch. 

Meetings are free and open to the public.  

Their mission is to enhance and interpret techniques for 

making beautiful and useful tools and treasures, to provide 

help and instruction to beginning and experienced smiths 

alike and to share their love of blacksmithing with the 

general public.  

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
http://www.discoverlife.org/cricket/DC
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
http://www.bgop.org/


 

BEE SMART, BEE WISE 

Saturday, June 7, 10:00 - 11:00am 

Ages 5 to 11. Get a close-up look at the many types of 

bees you are likely to see in your garden at this fun 

interactive program. We'll learn about the lives of our 

local bees and go out to meet and greet a few of the 

400 bees native to Virginia. Make a bee house to help 

keep these friendly native pollinators thriving in your 

landscape too!  For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. Free.  #642924-J  

 

 

TURTLES IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

Wednesday, June 18, 4:15 - 5:00pm 

Ages 5 to 7.  Turtles have different behaviors and live in 

diverse habitats. Find out what kinds of turtles live in 

our neighborhoods, and meet some nature center 

turtles face to face. Youngsters will learn what turtles 

like to eat, where they live, and how their activities 

change throughout the year. Then create a delightful 

turtle craft to take home! For information: 703-228-

3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $10.  

#642824-G 

 

 

CALLING CROWS 

Wednesday, July 2, 3:30 - 4:30pm 

Ages 6 to10. Caw! Caw! Can we outsmart a crow? 

Learn about some smart skills this bird brain has, how 

to tell a Fish Crow from the more common American 

Crow, and more. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $5.  #642824-K 

 

 

 

DOWN IN THE POND 

Saturday, July 19, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Water boatmen, backswimmers, and 

water scorpions are just a few of the critters we might 

encounter as we go dip-netting in Poplar and Willow 

Ponds.  For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long 

Branch Nature Center. $5.  #642924-K 
 

 

MY FAVORITE MOON HIKE 

Thursday, Aug. 7, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Ages 5 to 12.  Have you ever wondered what animals 

are out and about in our local parks at night and what 

they are doing? Experience our trails under the beauty 

of moonlight! Master the moon’s phases, and get a 

moon-phase memory game to take home, too! Register 

children only, but children under 8 must be 

accompanied by an adult. For information: 703-243-

3403. Meet at Fort CF Smith.  $8. #642824-L 
 

 

MARVELOUS MONARCHS 

Saturday, Aug. 16, 10:00 - 11:00am 

Ages 5 to 10. Come fly with us as we follow the 

magnificent life cycle and migration of the Monarch 

Butterfly. We'll find where they go, what they eat, how 

you can help them, and hunt in the park for these 

amazing insects.  For information: 703-228-6535. Meet 

at Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.  #642924-L 
 

 

 

INSECT SAFARI 

Saturday, Aug. 23, 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Hunt tiny game using nets and bug boxes! 

Search for and capture insects and other invertebrates 

to get a close look at them and see how they master 

their environment. Learn how to handle insects safely, 

both for us and for them. Then we’ll take our best 

specimens inside to examine under the digital 

microscope. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center. $5.   #642924-M  

 

 

 

For Young Naturalists 
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Register children only. Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so, unless otherwise noted. 

 

COOL CREEK CRITTERS  

Ages 6 to 10. Register children only, but children under 

8 must be accompanied by an adult. Dress to get wet as 

we spend some time exploring waterfalls, trying to catch 

water striders, and taking a closer look at some creek 

critters. What do they have to tell us?  Do different 

streams in Arlington have different critters living in 

them?  Be prepared for your kids to want to keep play-

ing in the creek when the program ends! For informa-

tion: 703-228-3403.  Registered participants will receive 

directions to our meeting places.  $5.   

 

Sunday, June 29, 4:00 - 5:00pm  

Lubber Run   #642824-H 

 

Saturday, July 26, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Gulf Branch    #642824-I 

 

Sunday, Aug. 24, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Donaldson Run  #642824-J 

“If we want children to flourish, to become 

truly empowered, let us allow them to love 

the earth before we ask them to save it.” 
 

                 Beyond Ecophobia, David Sobel 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
http://arts.envirolink.org/arts_and_education/DavidSobel1.html
http://arts.envirolink.org/arts_and_education/DavidSobel1.html
http://arts.envirolink.org/arts_and_education/DavidSobel1.html
http://arts.envirolink.org/arts_and_education/DavidSobel1.html
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SURVIVAL SKILLS   SURVIVAL SKILLS   SURVIVAL SKILLS      
Ages 8 to 13.  Come learn these hands on traditional survival skills! For information: 703-228-6535.  

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $7.   
 

FIRE BUILDING  

Friday, June 13, 4:00 - 5:00pm   #642924-A  

Learn how to start a fire - and keep it alive! We'll cover everything from where to find tinder and a 

sparking rock, to making and using a bow drill.   
 

PURIFYING WATER  

Wednesday, July 16, 4:00 - 5:00pm  

You can go days without food - but drinkable water is a survival priority!  #642924-B  

 

ID POISONOUS AND VENOMOUS  

Thursday, Aug. 7, 4:00 - 5:00pm   

To survive, you need to know what plants and animals to use - but knowing which ones to avoid can 

be even more important!   #642924-C  

Seashell Workshops 
Ages 7 to 12.  There's a new club at Gulf Branch! Learn about seashells and other invertebrates (animals without a back-

bone) and find out about the interesting animals that live in them.  Take home a new shell each month!  For information: 

703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $12. 

 

OYSTERS 

Saturday, June 21, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Oysters help clean the Chesapeake Bay!  Come find out how they live.  You’ll also get to open one up and take home the 

tiny treasure found inside: a pearl!  #642824-D 

 

CONCH SHELLS 

Sunday, July 20, 2:00 - 3:00pm 

The Conch is one amazingly impressive snail! Explore some of these larger sized shells  

you may find washed up on the beach.   #642824-E 

 

CONE SHELLS 

Saturday, Aug. 16, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Handle with care!  These gorgeous but ferocious predators have unique feeding 

adaptations.  #642824-F 

 

GRADUATE GEMOLOGISTS: 

SPINEL 

Wednesday, July 30, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 8 to 12. For kids who have completed 12 months of 

the Gemstone Club. Young gem lovers who have collected 

all the birthstones can add another gem to their stashes. 

The spinel is sometimes called "Daughter of the Ruby" 

because it is found in vivid red colors, as well as gorgeous 

pinks and lavenders. A famous spinel is among the crown 

jewels of Great Britain. Participants will learn more about 

this lesser known gem and add a colorful spinel to their 

own collections. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at 

Gulf Branch Nature Center. $12.  #642824-B 

 

 

 

 

GEMSTONE CLUB SUMMER CATCH UP 

Wednesday, Aug. 6, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 7 to 11. The Gemstone Club is going on hiatus dur-

ing June and July. Kids who want to collect June's birth-

stone, the pearl, should register for the new Seashell 

Workshop in June, where oysters are the shell of the 

month and each participant will receive a pearl. Kids who 

are already in the Gemstone Club can catch up on the 

July and August birthstones by registering for this Summer 

Catch Up program. There will be polished gems and uncut 

crystals to examine. We will find out about the geology, 

mining, legends, and literature for both gems. Every child 

will take home these two beautiful gemstones in protec-

tive display boxes, as well as their attractive color photo 

cards. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $24.  #642824-A 

 

GRADUATE GEMOLOGISTS: 

CHROME DIOPSIDE 

Wednesday, Aug. 13, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 8 to 12. For kids who have completed 12 months of 

the Gemstone Club. Chrome Diopside! What an ugly 

name for a stunning gem! Bright green chrome diopside 

can rival emerald's intense color. Another variety of diop-

side is a radiant violet color. Much of the world supply of 

this stone comes from Russia. Young gem lovers who have 

already collected all the birthstones can add another gem 

to their caches. For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at 

Gulf Branch Nature Center. $12. #642824-C 

Gemstone Club 

Request an advanced survival skills program for your teen group - ages 12 and up!   

Call Long Branch Nature Center for more information at 703-228-6535. 

I wish I had  

a shell! 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=642824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=


 
 

 

 

WHAT TREE IS THAT? 

Saturday, Aug. 9, 10:00 - 11:30am 

Families, ages 6 and up. Telling trees apart can be a 

challenge but there are some tricks to help you get 

started. Using leaves, fruit, seeds, bark, and other clues, 

we’ll learn to identify some of the trees around Long 

Branch. We’ll also learn how to press leaves to make 

your own leaf collection. Register children and adults; 

children must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information: 703-228-6535.   Meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center. Free.  #642954-H 

 

Nature Storytime  
Ages 2 and up.  Register children and adults; children 

must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center.  Free.   

 

Fish Story Time 

Tuesday, June 10, 10:30 - 11:15am  #642954-N  

 

Butterfly Story Time 

Tuesday, July 15, 10:30 - 11:15am  #642954-O 

 

Spider Story Time 

Wednesday, Aug. 27, 10:30 - 11:15am #642954-P 

 

 

Notable Nature 
Summer Stories and Sketches 

Families. The whole family is invited to join us at Long 

Branch for a lesson in nature journaling. We'll begin by 

constructing our own nature journal and listen to stories 

about summer.  Then we’ll take a walk to observe the 

green summer world to sketch in our journals.   Register 

children and adults; children must be accompanied by a 

registered adult. For information: 703-228-6535.  Meet at 

Long Branch Nature Center.  Free.   
 

Sunday, June 8, 3:00 - 4:00pm #642954-K 
 

Sunday, July 13, 3:00 - 4:00pm #642954-L 
 

Sunday, Aug. 10, 3:00 - 4:00pm  #642954-M 

For Nature Loving Families 
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Gulf Branch's 48th Anniversary Party! 
 

Saturday, June 7, 1:00 - 4:00pm 
 

Cake!  Music!  Critters! 

Come one and all to celebrate our past,    

enjoy our present and dedicate ourselves          

to a great future. 

Free.  Sponsored by the  

Friends of Gulf Branch Nature Center.  

For information: 703-228-3403.  

Excursión en Español 
EXCURSIÓN  POR EL PARQUE Y EL CENTRO DE NATURALEZA 

Sunday, July 13, 1:30 - 3:00pm 

Families, ages 6 and up.  Bienvenidos a una excursión por el parque en español. Nos encontraremos en el Centro de 

Naturaleza Long Branch. Conoceremos a los animales en el centro y caminaremos por el parque para observar y 

hacer preguntas sobre la naturaleza. Welcome to a walk in the park conducted in Spanish. We’ll meet at Long Branch 

Nature Center to learn about the animals there and we’ll take a hike out in the park to observe and ask questions 

about nature.  Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. For information: 703-

228-6535.   Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. Free.  #642954-G  

! 

Campfire Evening Magic   
All ages. The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch amphitheater or Gulf Branch fire ring for lots of old 

fashioned fun.  These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities, which may include stories, games, and 

of course, treats like S'mores.  Register children and adults ; children must be accompanied by a registered adult. For 

information call the campfire location.   $5.  

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

Summer Sing-A-Long Campfire 

Friday, June 20, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642954-A 

 

Long Legs Campfire 

Saturday, June 21, 7:00 - 8:00pm #642954-B 

 

Firefly Campfire 

Saturday, July 5, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642954-C  

 

Snakes Campfire 

Saturday, July 26, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642954-D  

 

Who-who-who's in the Woods Campfire 

Friday, Aug. 15, 7:00 - 8:00pm #642954-E 

 

Insects of the Night Campfire 

Saturday, Aug. 30, 8:00 - 9:15pm #642954-F  

Photo By Edmond Joe 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Queen of the Forest Campfire 

Saturday, June 7, 7:00 - 8:00pm #642854-D 

 

Swimmers and Snappers Campfire 

Friday, June 13, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642854-E 

 

Wonderful Worms Campfire 

Friday, June 27, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642854-F  

 

Creek Critters Campfire 

Friday, July 11, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642854-G  

 

Red Fox, Gray Fox Campfire 

Saturday, July 19, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642854-H  

 

Calling Crows Campfire 

Saturday, Aug. 2, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642854-I  

 

Little Mouse, Big Ears Campfire 

Friday, Aug. 22, 7:00 - 8:00pm  #642854-J  
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Caregivers must stay with their child ages 18-35 months.  Adults with preschoolers, ages 3-5 years, are invited to stay  

and participate, or may visit the rest of the building during the program.  

TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 
Introduce your child, 18 - 35 months, to nature.  These 

programs are designed to help children and caregivers 

feel comfortable exploring and enjoying our natural 

world.  $5 per child.  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, June 4, 10:00 - 10:45am #642814-A 

Friday, June 6, 10:00 - 10:45am #642814-B 

Saturday, June 7, 10:00 - 10:45am #642814-C 

 

Wednesday, July 9, 10:00 - 10:45am #642814-D 

Thursday, July 10, 10:00 - 10:45am #642814-E 

Friday, July 11, 10:00 - 10:45am #642814-F 

 

Tuesday, Aug. 5, 10:00 - 10:45am #642814-G 

Wednesday, Aug. 6,10:00 - 10:45am #642814-H 

Tuesday, Aug. 12, 10:00 - 10:45am #642814-I 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Friday, June 13, 10:00 - 10:45am #642914-A 

Wednesday, June 18, 10:00 - 10:45am #642914-B 

 

Thursday, July 17, 10:00 - 10:45am #642914-C 

Saturday, July 19, 10:00 - 10:45am #642914-D 

 

Friday, Aug. 1, 10:00 - 10:45am #642914-E 

Saturday, Aug. 2, 10:30 - 11:15am #642914-F 

For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Kids grow better outside!  Preschoolers are actively exploring their natural world.  These programs help build the 

foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery.   Hands on interactive learning, crafts, hikes and 

nature play engage your children 3 - 5 years old.  Call nature centers for more information.  $5 per child. 

MORE PRESCHOOL SCIENCE! 
KITCHEN CHEMISTRY 

Ages 31/2 to 5. Kitchen chemistry - it’s a gas!  Explore 

common kitchen items that inflate our breads, baked 

goods and even balloons!  For information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5 per child. 

Thursday, July 24, 1:30 - 2:30pm  #642914-T  

Tuesday, July 29, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-U 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

CATERPILLAR CAPERS 

Caterpillars look like worms, munch on leaves, and  

will become butterflies and moths. Learn how they 

make this amazing change, and explore their lives.  

Tuesday, June 17, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-G 

Thursday, June 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-H 

Thursday, June 19, 4:00 - 5:00pm #642914-I 

Friday, June 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-J 

Saturday, June 21, 10:00 - 11:00am #642914-K 

 

OCEAN FULL OF MAMMALS 

Slip and slide over to Long Branch to learn about 

some slick salt water friends - sea lions, seals, and 

otters.  It otter be fun!  

Wednesday, July 16, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-L 

Tuesday, July 22, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-M 

Wednesday, July 23, 1:30 - 2:30pm #642914-N 

Friday, July 25, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-O 

 

TREE HUGGERS 

Explore the trees - keepers of secrets, guardians of 

light, homemakers for wildlife.  Play with all your 

senses and learn what makes a tree, how they help 

the forest, and some simple clues to their names.  

Tuesday, Aug. 12, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-P 

Wednesday, Aug. 13, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-Q 

Thursday, Aug. 14, 10:30 - 11:30am #642914-R 

Thursday,  Aug. 14, 4:00 - 5:00pm #642914-S 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

 

BEAVERS - THE MASTER BUILDERS 

Leave it to the beavers - to serve as surveyors, 

engineers, carpenters and residents of their mag-

nificent homes.  Come try your hand at building! 

Wednesday, June 4, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-J 

Thursday, June 5, 10:30 - 11:30am #642814-K 

Thursday, June 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-L 

Friday, June 6, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-M 

 

 

RAINFORESTS 

The rainforest is an amazing habitat supporting 

unique plant life and creatures.  Come explore this 

special place on planet Earth. 

Tuesday, July 8, 10:30 - 11:30am #642814-N 

Tuesday, July 8, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-O 

Wednesday, July 9, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-P 

Thursday, July10, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-Q 

 

WIGGLY WORMS 

Underfoot, in the dark moist soil, worms are 

incredibly important to life on Earth.  Join us as we 

dig deeper into appreciating our wiggly worms.   

Tuesday, Aug. 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-R 

Wednesday, Aug. 6, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-S 

Thursday, Aug. 7, 10:30 - 11:30am #642814-T 

Thursday, Aug. 7, 1:00 - 2:00pm #642814-U 
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How to Sign Up! 
 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 

residents Tuesday, May 13.  Non-resident 

registration opens Thursday, May15.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register 

by 4:00pm the day before a program.  The day of 

the program, please call the program site if you 

have not yet registered to check availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online:  If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration.  You can 

also register online by going to https://

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to 

register for a program. If you do not have an 

account, you can create one online or call 703- 

228-4747 for help. 

Phone: Call the Registration Office at 703-228-

4747, Monday to Friday, between 8:00am and 5:00pm. 

Walk-in: Go to the Registration Office at 3700 S. 

Four Mile Run Dr., Arlington, VA 22206, Monday 

to Friday, between 8:00am and 5:00pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration.  Some program fees will be charged at 

the program site (cash or check only, no credit 

cards please). See program write-up for details. 

FEE REDUCTION 

We do not want our fees to be a barrier to 

participation. Call 703-228-4747 for information 

on the County’s fee reduction policy. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify Registration as soon as possible so we may 

contact someone from the waiting list. 

Cancellations on the day of the program should be 

made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 

30 days when classes are canceled by DPR due to 

weather, insufficient enrollment or other 

unforeseen reasons.  Transfers from one program 

section to another may be requested through the 

Registration Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the 

start of the program.  No refunds or credits if 

participants are unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with 

the Arlington County’s school closings policy.  

Outdoor programs may be cancelled due to rain 

or other inclement weather - call nature centers 

for more information. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Arlington County can provide upon request 

reasonable accommodations for people with 

disabilities. Two weeks advance notice is 

preferred. Call 703-228-4740.  TTY: 711.  
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        Bat Fest  
                                       Saturday,  August 16 

                                            6:00 - 9:00pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Enjoy a thoroughly batty evening and add to your knowledge of local night life! Live bat shows 

are presented by the riveting Leslie Sturges, Director of The Save Lucy Campaign, established 

to protect and conserve bats in this region - register for the talk that suits your family best.  

All other activities are on-going: habitat walks, games, exploring our bat ‘cave’, crafts and much 

more! For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  Register children 

and adults; children under 14 must register with an accompanying adult.  $8. 

  June 29th, 7:30 to 9:30 pm   

Join us for a night of  Games, Scavenger Hunts,  

Crafts, Firefly Walks and more. 

 

 

 

 

For information: 703-228-6535.   

$7/person. Pre-registration encouraged but not required.  #642954-J   

Fort C.F. Smith, 2411 N. 24th Street, Arlington  VA.   Cancelled if Raining. 

Firefly Festival 

6:15 - 6:45pm, 30 minutes, for families with young children. #642854-A 

7:00 - 7:45pm, 45 minutes, for families with older children.  #642854-B  

8:00 - 9:00pm, 1 hour, for adults and families with older children. #642854-C  

      Trail Tales 
       Saturday, June 14, 10:00am - 12:00pm 

        Join us for some summer reading fun at our kick off event for a 

        new feature in our park, Trail Tales, where you can walk along  

        our trails and read a story. This new trail feature is sponsored by 

        Arlington County Libraries and the Friends of Libraries. During 

        the event you can walk and read the story, do crafts, and meet  

        the critters from our book with the park naturalists. For  

        information: 703-228-5946. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

        Free.  No registration required. 

http://savelucythebat.org/
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