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WHAT’S HAPPENING 

 

 

GULF BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

3608  Military Road 

Arlington, VA  22207 

GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us 

703-228-3403  

LONG BRANCH NATURE CENTER  

625 S. Carlin Springs Road  

Arlington, VA  22204  

LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us  

703-228-6535 

FORT C.F. SMITH PARK   

2411 N. 24th St.  

Arlington, VA  22207 

dfarner@arlingtonva.us  

703-243-4342 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG    
and to find other information 
about our nature and conservation 
programs at http://
parks.arlingtonva.us 

C 
utting a terrified, injured snake free from 

garden netting is a delicate business. First, 

you don’t want to cause further harm to the 

snake and, also first, you want to avoid   

getting bitten! But a nip from an entangled snake is noth-

ing compared to the cuts, torn scales, sliced flesh, and 

other injuries the snake is suffering. 

The lucky few are rescued and brought to us but far 

more die slow, painful deaths ensnared in a web of plastic. 

Snakes aren’t the only victims - many birds become  

entangled as well.  So if you choose to use netting, check 

it regularly!  Garden mesh is just one of the many hazards 

our yards can pose for wildlife. Here are a few more: 

 

 Lawn mowers and string-trimmers – turtles, young 

rabbits, baby birds, frogs, and toads are among the 

potential victims of power lawn equipment.  Inspect 

the area immediately before using this equipment for 

any animals that might be in the path of blades and 

move them or wait until they move on their own. 

 

 Steep-sided water containers – anything from a  

bucket to a steep-sided pond can be a trap for wild-

life. If you have a pond, use rocks or some other        

means to allow animals to escape.  This will also help 

any emerging frogs or salamanders that might be in 

your pond.  

 

 Window wells – uncovered window wells can be 

traps for turtles, toads, and other small animals. 

Clear window well covers are available that let in 

light but keep out wildlife, or you can provide a ramp 

to help animals escape. 

 

 Bird feeders and baths – providing birds with food 

and water is a great way to help, but has the poten-

tial to spread disease.  Minimize the risk by keeping 

feeders and bird baths clean. Don’t let bird seed  

become moldy and change bathing water often.  

Hummingbird feeders also need to be changed and 

cleaned frequently as fermented sugar water is deadly 

to hummers. Finally, keep bird feeders in good repair 

and discard damaged feeders that might cause birds 

to become caught or injured. 

 

Many of us want to make our yards into safe havens for 

ourselves and for wildlife. By avoiding these and other 

hazards, we can help keep our sanctuaries from becoming 

death traps.  Be a friend! 

                                          

                                           Cliff Fairweather, Naturalist 

LOOKING FOR GREAT 

NATURE PROGRAMS ?  

REGISTRATION 

BEGINS  

August 12, 2014 

https://registration.arlingtonus 

mailto:GulfBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:LongBranchNatureCtr@arlingtonva.us
mailto:scasey@arlingtonva.us
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
https://registration.arlingtonva.us
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The Snag is published quarterly by Arlington 

County’s Department of Parks and Recreation 

Conservation & Interpretation Section.  Our mission 

to increase enjoyment, understanding and 

stewardship of Arlington's natural and cultural 

resources through outreach and education.   

 

The Department is one of 100 agencies nationwide 

to have received national accreditation from the 

Commission for Accreditation of Park and 

Recreation Agencies.    

 

Sign up to receive THE SNAG 

and to find other information 

about our nature and 

conservation programs at  
http://parks.arlingtonva.us 

HABITAT RESTORATION 

Want to increase species diversity right here in 

Arlington? Work parties are held every month and 

are making a real difference, with the return of 

ferns and wildflowers, and the animals that depend 

on them, in areas once covered in destructive 

invasive plants. Help make it happen! Adults, teens, 

and families with children eight and older are 

welcome to join us. No registration required. Call 

nature centers for information. Free.  

 

Second Sundays  

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. 

Sunday, Sep. 14, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Sunday, Oct. 12, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

Sunday, Nov. 9, 2:00 - 4:30pm 

 
 

Third Sundays  

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Sunday, Sep. 21, 2:00 - 5:00pm 

Sunday, Oct. 19, 2:00 - 5:00pm 

Sunday, Nov. 16, 2:00 - 5:00pm  

 

 Blacksmiths Guild of  the Potomac meets 

every first and third Friday at 7:30pm at 

their forge at Gulf Branch. Meetings are 

free and open to the public.  

The Blacksmiths' Guild will give a special blacksmithing 

demonstration at the forge on Friday September 5 and 

Friday September 19, 7:00 - 9:30pm. 

Master Blacksmith Phil Heath will forge a "Grand 

Candelabra" during the two evenings with explanation 

of the many details that allow the transformation of 

bars of iron into a piece of art befitting a grand hall.   

Email us at infobgop@gmail.com if you plan upon 

attending so that the Guild can arrange for seating. 

Be an environmental hero and make Arlington County into a great place to live, work 

and play! Any group, business, or individual 18 years or older can adopt a park, play-

ground, trail, sports field and many other areas in Arlington County's menu of parks and 

recreation facilities. You can't imagine how much your help is 

overwhelmingly appreciated.  
 

Minimally we expect adoptive groups/individuals to support the 

area quarterly (spring, summer, fall and winter) but projects are 

flexible depending on the group's goals and progress. For more 

information go to www.arlingtonva.us or call 703-228-4730. 

FOUR MILE RUN CLEANUP  

Saturday, September 20, 9:00 - 11:00am 

Keep our longest creek clean!  Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment is working  

in partnership with Clean Virginia Waterways as part of an international event, the  

20th anniversary of the Ocean Conservancy's International Coastal Cleanup. 

Registration required: www.arlingtonenvironment.org.  Meet next to the parking   

garage at Barcroft Park, 4200 S. Four Mile Run, Arlington VA 22206.  

 

NATIVE SEED COLLECTION 

Sunday, October 12, 10:00am - 12:00pm 

Join Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment for a Growing Native project. Volunteers 

will collect native seeds and acorns. The collected seeds will be used to increase the 

diversity of native tree stock for local restoration projects. Registration required: 

www.arlingtonenvironment.org. Meet at Lubber Run Park Amphitheater, at the 

intersection of N. Columbus St. and N. 2nd St., Arlington VA 22203. 

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/invasive-plants/invasive-plant-program/
http://www.bgop.org/
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/ParksRecreation/scripts/parks/AdoptAPark.aspx#hero
http://www.arlingtonparks.us/forms/adoptapark/JobDescription.pdf
http://www.arlingtonva.us/Departments/ParksRecreation/scripts/parks/AdoptAPark.aspx
http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org
http://www.arlingtonenvironment.org


STARGAZING 101 

Tuesday, Sep. 23, 7:30 - 8:30pm 

Whether paired with our Astronomy Quest or just on 

its own, this program will improve your stargazing skills! 

Learn to find basic fall constellations, make a star-finder, 

and get a cosmic sense of perspective. For more 

information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature 

Center. $5.  #612844-D 

 

ASTRONOMY QUEST 

Saturday, Sep. 27, 6:00 - 10:30pm 

Travel to the darker skies of Fauquier County to 

celebrate Astronomy! We’ll join other space cadets at 

CM Crockett park as astronomy enthusiasts and 

experts share their knowledge and telescopes with the 

public. This is a great chance to see the universe! 

Participants are encouraged to take 'Stargazing 101' 

beforehand, but beginners are very welcome too! Vans 

leave from Lubber Run Center parking lot, 300 N. Park 

Dr., Arlington, VA 22203. $20.  #612844-E 

 

FERNS & FUNGI 101 

Wednesday, Oct. 1, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Don’t be stumped by spores or flustered by fronds!  

Get to know these ancient organisms and the basics of 

identifying mushrooms and ferns.  Participants are 

encouraged (but not required) to also join us on our Fall 

Ferns & Fungi Hike, too! For information: 703-228-6535. 

Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.  $5.  #612944-F 

 

FALL FERNS & FUNGI HIKE 

Saturday, Oct. 4, 10:30am - 12:30pm 

At Scott’s Run Nature Preserve, fantastic mushrooms 

and ferns abound. Join us on a walk with a naturalist to 

explore the array of ferns and the ephemeral 

mushrooms. Hike is rocky and steep in places. Wear 

sturdy shoes and bring a water bottle. For information: 

703-228-6535. Meet at Scott’s Run - participants will be 

sent direction to our meeting place.  $10.  #612944-E 

Nature Study 
for Adults  
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Birding Trips Afield   
 

Adults. Come birding with us!  Participants should dress for the weather and bring binoculars, a bag lunch, a drink 

and snacks for the day. The trips may include walking over uneven terrain and gentle slopes.  For information: 703-

228-3403.  Meet at the Lubber Run Recreation Center parking lot, 300 N. Park Dr., Arlington, VA 22203.  

 

BIRDING BLANDY FARM AND SKY MEADOWS 

Tuesday, Sep. 30, 8:00am - 5:00pm 

We'll look for fall migrants, including sparrows and raptors. on this excursion to parks on opposite sides of the Blue 

Ridge Mountains in Virginia. $45.  #612844-A 

 

BIRDING PATUXENT RIVER PARK 

Tuesday, Oct. 7, 7:30am - 4:30pm 

We'll join a Patuxent River Park naturalist for a boat ride on the river to look for rails and other marsh birds at  

this great Maryland destination. We will also walk boardwalks through wooded and marshy areas along the river 

searching for migrating songbirds. $45.  #612844-B 

 

BIRDING BLACKWATER NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 8:30am - 5:00pm 

This 27,000 acre refuge of tidal marsh and woodland is home to Bald Eagles, migrating waterfowl and the  

endangered Delmarva fox squirrel. A one to three mile loop walk is possible.  $45.  #612844-C   

 

Local Birding Walks 
 

FALL MIGRANTS WALK 

Saturday, Sep. 20, 8:00 - 10:30am 

Adults.  Join us for as we search the woods around Long Branch Nature Center for warblers,  

thrushes and other fall migrants passing through on their way south. We’ll also cover some of  

the challenges of fall warbler identification and keep an eye out for newly arrived winter residents.  

New birders are welcome. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center.   

$10.  #612944-D 

 

NORTHERN VIRGINIA BIRD CLUB WALKS 

Wednesday, Sep. 3, 8:30 - 11:00am  #612944-A 

Wednesday, Oct. 1 8:30 - 11:00am  #612944-B 

Wednesday, Nov. 5 9:00 - 11:00am  #612944-C 

Adults. Join members of the Northern Virginia Bird Club for one or all of these informal walks through Long Branch 

and Glencarlyn Parks in search of resident and migratory birds. Experienced and beginning birders welcome. Bring 

binoculars and field guides. For information: 703-228-6535. Meet at the parking lot at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Free.  

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612844&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612944&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=


For Nature Loving Families 
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Campfire Evening Magic   
The whole family is invited to join us at the Long Branch amphitheater or Gulf Branch fire ring for lots of old fashioned 

fun.  These engaging programs will be filled with entertaining activities which may include stories, songs, live animal 

guests and, of course, treats like S'mores.  Register children and adults; children must be accompanied by a registered 

adult. For information call the campfire location.   $5.  

Long Branch Nature Center 
 

Swimmers & Snappers Campfire  #612954-A 

Saturday, Sep. 6, 7:00 - 8:00pm   

 

Animal Sounds Bilingual Campfire  #612954-B 

Saturday, Oct. 4, 6:00 - 7:00pm  

 

Wildlife Folktales Campfire  #612954-C 

Saturday, Oct. 25, 6:00 - 7:00pm   

 

Virginia’s Squirrels Campfire  #612954-D 

Saturday, Nov. 8, 5:00 - 6:00pm    

 

 

Photo By Edmond Joe 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Millipedes & Centipedes Campfire  #612854-A 

Saturday, Sep. 13, 7:00 - 8:00pm  

 

Slugs & Snails Campfire  #612854-B 

Friday, Sep. 26, 7:00 - 8:00pm   

 

Ghostly Possum Campfire  #612854-C 

Saturday, Oct. 11, 6:00 - 7:00pm    

 

Sleeping Snakes Campfire  #612854-D 

Saturday, Nov. 1, 5:00 - 6:00pm    

 

Blacksmithing Campfire  #612854-E 

Saturday, Nov. 15, 5:00 - 6:00pm   

 

DREAMS OF ANIMALS: 

MYTHS & STORIES 

Saturday, September 20,  

7:00 - 8:00pm  

Renowned storyteller and author Susan Strauss introduces 

the mythic qualities of animals through traditional stories 

and personal anecdotes; painting a rich picture of the natu-

ral world.  This evening’s storytelling performance speaks 

to the heart of young and old alike. 

See page 8 for more information.  

 

MAKING CIDER 

Saturday, Sep. 13, 10:00 - 11:00am 

Families ages 6 and up. We’ll enjoy some different  

varieties of apples, weed the apple trees we planted a 

few years ago, and make apple cider.  Come ready to 

chop, mash, press and enjoy!  For information: 703-   

228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5. 

#612854-F 

 

CHIMNEY SWIFTS PUT ON A SHOW! 

Tuesday, Sep. 16, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up.  For a week or two each  

September the chimney swifts put on an amazing show - 

hundreds gather, swirl, then disappear.  We’ll learn a 

little about their lives, then stroll over to a nearby prime 

viewing location to enjoy one of the coolest sights in 

Arlington.  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at  

Walter Reed Community Center, 2909 S. 16th St.,  

Arlington VA 22204.  $5.  #612854-G 

 

GET STOKED FOR OAKS 

Sunday, Oct. 12, 1:00 - 2:30pm 

Families ages 6 and up. Oaks are perhaps the most  

important trees in our forests, with a whole community 

of animals and other organisms revolving around them. 

Join us as we explore the woods for oaks and the other 

living things they help to survive. We’ll also collect some 

oak leaves to make leaf rubbings. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5. 

#612954-I 

 

BIRD WATCHING FOR BEGINNERS 

Saturday, Nov. 15, 9:00 - 10:30am 

Families ages 6 and up. Bird watching makes a great fami-

ly activity! Learn the basics, including binoculars, field 

guides, identification, and when and where to find birds. 

After covering the fundamentals, we’ll get a little birding 

practice around the nature center. Then you can prac-

tice all winter and be ready for spring migration next 

year. Loaner binoculars are available. For information: 

703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. 

Free.  #612954-J 

NOTABLE NATURE 

Families ages 5 and up. Tune in to the fall season!  The 

whole family is invited to join us for a lesson in nature 

journaling. We'll begin by constructing our own nature 

journal, then head out to reconnect and record na-

ture's wonders.  Each program focuses on different 

aspects of the ever changing natural world. For infor-

mation: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature 

Center.  Free.  

 

Sunday, Sep. 14, 3:00 - 4:00pm  #612954-E 

Sunday, Oct. 12, 3:00 - 4:00pm  #612954-F 

Sunday, Nov. 9, 3:00 - 4:00pm #612954-G 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=


 

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS - LITERALLY! 

Friday, Sep. 12, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 8 to 12.  Want to be a better animal finder and 

tracker?  Go for a barefoot hike with us and experience 

the park in a new way!  We’ll learn to read the stories 

told by other animal’s tracks, too.  For information: 703-

228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.  

#612824-I  

 

FALL HERP HUNT 

Wednesday, Sep. 24, 3:00 - 4:00pm 

Ages 6 to 10. Let's hunt around Long Branch to see how 

many species of salamanders, snakes, frogs, turtles and 

lizards we can find. We'll also dip into Salamander 

Creek for two-lined salamanders. For information: 703-

228-6535. Meet at Long Branch Nature Center. $5.  

#612924-D 

 

OUTWAITING ANIMALS 

Friday, Oct. 10, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Want to be a better animal finder and 

tracker?  Try out ‘still hunting’ and let the animals come 

to you!  We’ll each pick a spot and discover who’s on 

the move when we aren’t.  For information: 703-228-

3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.   

#612824-J 

 

I LOVE LEAVES 

Wednesday, Oct. 22, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9.  Take a closer look at leaves before they’ve 

all fallen!  You’ll identify, dissect, and learn how to press 

leaves for a collection - or for a colorful craft like the 

one we’ll make!  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet 

at Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.  #612824-K 

 

STALKING SILENTLY 

Friday, Nov. 14, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 8 to 12. Want to be a better animal finder and 

tracker?  We’ll play some games that will improve our 

skills at sneaky, stealthy movements through the woods.  

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $5.   #612824-L 

 

A FEAST FOR THE ANIMALS 

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 4:00 - 5:00pm 

Ages 6 to 9.  Help us give our animals a good fall 

feeding.  We’ll also prepare a feast for some of our wild 

neighbors too.  Remind them to save room for dessert - 

Worm Pie!  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at 

Gulf Branch Nature Center. $5.   #612824-M 

For Young Naturalists 
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Register children only. Adults are welcome to attend, but not required to do so. 

Nature Story Time 
Ages 2 and up.  Register children and adults; children 

must be accompanied by a registered adult.  For        

information: 703-228-6535. Meet at Long Branch       

Nature Center.  Free.   

 

CHIPMUNK STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Sep. 23, 10:30 - 11:15am  #612924-A 

Scurry on over for tales of chipmunks and their relatives. 
 

MOOSE STORY TIME 

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 10:30 - 11:15am  #612924-B 

Listen to fun stories about moose and learn a few new 

cool things about these gentle giants. 
 

TURKEY STORY TIME   

Tuesday, Nov. 18, 10:30 - 11:15am  #612924-C 

Practice your best gobble gobble at this fun story time. 

Take a Hike 
Together 
 

FUN FALL SCAVENGER HUNT & HIKE  

Saturday, Sep. 27, 2:30 - 4:00pm 

Families ages 5 and up. We’ll hike to a great view of 

the Potomac, while searching for the first signs of fall 

and a few unexpected items and funny photo 

opportunities, too! For information: 703-228-3403. 

Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $5.  #612854-H 

 

 

MOST COLORFUL FAMILY HIKE 

Sunday, Oct. 19, 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Families ages 6 and up. It’s a gorgeous time of year so 

come enjoy - and judge - the show!  We’ll award 

prizes to the most colorful tree, mushroom, critter 

and more as we hike.  Who will win ‘Best in Show’? 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Turkey Run 

Park - participants will be sent directions to our 

meeting place.  $5.  #612854-I 

 

 

CANDY FUELED HIKE  

Saturday, Nov. 1, 2:00 - 4:00pm 

Families ages 7 and up. Have a little extra candy 

around the house?  Join us on candy fueled fall hike, 

to see what critters are playing trick or treat in the 

woods of Gulf Branch and Donaldson Run.  Who will 

have the best disguise?  BYOC.  For information: 703-

228-3403. Meet at Zachary Taylor Park - participants 

will be sent directions to our meeting place. $5.  

#612854-J 

 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612924&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
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https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612854&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
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Seashell Workshops 
Ages 7 to 12.  There's a new club at Gulf Branch! Each month we learn about ocean invertebrates (animals without  

backbones) and study shells and the interesting animals that live in them.  Take home a new specimen or shell craft each 

month!  For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $12. 

 

MOON SNAILS 

Sunday, Sep. 21, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

Ever wonder why sometimes there are holes in a shell? It may be the work of a moon snail!  Come to this month's  

seashell workshop to learn more and collect a moon snail shell.   #612824-A 

 

COQUINA CLAMS 

Sunday, Oct. 26, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

These colorful two-shelled mollusks can be seen riding the waves at the waters 

edge, then disappearing into the sand. Collect one at this program!   #612824-B 

 

CARRIER SHELLS 

Saturday, Nov. 15, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Masters of disguise!  Clue into some clever camouflage and create your  

Carrier Snail shell inspired craft.  Come to this month's seashell workshop  

to learn more. #612824-C 

Gemstone 
Club 
 

Ages 7 to 11. Budding geologists and gem lovers are 

invited to join us for fun and collecting at the     

Gemstone Club. Attend one or all of the sessions; 

we meet once each month. We will learn about 

birthstones and the alternate stones for each month. 

There will be polished gems and uncut crystals to 

examine, and we will find out about the geology,  

mining, legends, and literature for each gem. All   

participants will take home a beautiful gemstone in a 

protective display box. Collect an attractive color 

photo card to go with each month's birthstone, too. 

For information: 703-228-3403. Meet at Gulf Branch 

Nature Center. $12.  

 

SAPPHIRE 

Wednesday, Sep. 3, 4:00 - 5:00pm          

#612824-F 

 

OPAL 

Wednesday, Oct. 1, 4:00 - 5:00pm          

#612824-G 

 

TOPAZ 

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 4:00 - 5:00pm         

#612824-H 

 

See, Hear, Sketch    

Ages 6 to 12. Budding artists and attentive observers are invited to attend one or all of these sessions.  Art 

supplies will be provided, but young artists are welcome to bring their own drawing materials, too.  For 

information: 703-228-3403.  Meet at Gulf Branch Nature Center.  $5.  

 

RED FOX, GREY FOX 

Sunday, Sep. 7, 1:30 - 2:30pm 

Learn about the color and other physical differences between Arlington's two fox species and learn how to  

draw them.  #612824-D 

 

TALL ANTLERS AND WHITE TAILS 

Saturday, Oct. 11, 10:30 - 11:30am 

Growing antlers is a big part of the fall work of male White-tail Deer, and the flashing white tails of all deer are 

an increasingly common sight in our woods.  Study the use and structure of antlers, and the semaphore tail 

signals, and learn to draw both.  #612824-E 

I wish I had  

a shell! 

Request a Program for your Scout Group! 

Looking for a fun, easy way to complete nature and outdoor oriented badges, pins, or   

petals?  Want your troop to hike with a naturalist or enjoy time around a campfire?     

Ready to master some survival skills?  Call the nature centers today to request a            

naturalist led scout program for your group.  Most programs are $75 for up to 15 scouts, 

$5 per additional scout.   

P.S. Need to do a service or eagle project?  We always have a list of projects and improve-

ments we’d love to see happen in our centers and parks - so give us a call! 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612824&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
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For Preschoolers & Tiny Tots  

Caregivers must stay with their child ages 

18 to 35 months.  Adults with preschoolers 

ages 3 to 5 years are invited to participate 

or may visit the rest of the building during 

a program, but must remain on site. 

TINY TOT NATURE FUN! 

Introduce your child, 18 to 35 months, to nature.  

These programs are designed to help children and 

caregivers feel comfortable exploring and enjoying our 

natural world.  $5 per child.  

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, Sep. 3, 10:00 - 10:45am #612814-A 

Friday, Sep. 5, 10:00 - 10:45am #612814-B 

Saturday, Sep. 6, 10:00 - 10:45am #612814-C 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 1, 10:00 - 10:45am #612814-D 

Thursday, Oct. 2, 10:00 - 10:45am #612814-E 

Friday, Oct. 3, 10:00 - 10:45am #612814-F 

 

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 10:00 - 10:45am #612814-G 

Friday, Nov. 7,10:00 - 10:45am #612814-H 

Saturday, Nov. 8, 10:00 - 10:45am #612814-I 

 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Wednesday, Sep. 17, 10:00 - 10:45am #612914-A 

Friday, Sep. 19, 10:00 - 10:45am #612914-B 

Saturday, Sep. 20, 10:30 - 11:15am #612914-C 

 

Thursday, Oct. 23, 10:00 - 10:45am #612914-D 

Friday, Oct. 24, 10:00 - 10:45am #612914-E 

Thursday, Oct. 30, 10:00 - 10:45am #612914-F 

 

Thursday, Nov. 13, 10:00 - 10:45am #612914-G 

Friday, Nov. 14, 10:00 - 10:45am #612914-H 

Saturday, Nov. 15, 10:30 - 11:15am #612914-I 

Long Branch Nature Center 

 

A SQUIRREL’S WORLD 

This is a busy time for squirrels: gray tree squirrels 

are burying acorns, chipmunks are filling their 

larders, and groundhogs are getting fat. See how 

our world looks from their point of view.  

Tuesday, Sep. 23, 10:30 - 11:30am #612914-J 

Thursday, Sep. 25, 10:30 - 11:30am #612914-K 

Friday, Sep. 26, 4:00 - 5:00pm #612914-L 

Saturday, Sep. 27, 10:30 - 11:30am #612914-M 

 

BENEFICIAL BUZZARDS 

Vultures are associated with doom, but they serve 

an important role. Join as we bust some buzzard 

myths and meet Tippy the turkey vulture. 

Saturday, Oct. 25, 4:00 - 5:00 pm  #612914-N 

Tuesday, Oct. 28, 10:30 - 11:30am #612914-O 

Wednesday, Oct. 29, 10:30 - 11:30am #612914-P 

Thursday, Oct. 30,  4:00 - 5:00 pm #612914-Q 

Friday, Oct. 31, 10:30 - 11:30am #612914-R 

 

TURKEY TIDBITS 

Follow the turkey trail as we go in search of a 

gobbler and learn a few things along the way.   

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 10:30 - 11:30am #612914-S 

Thursday, Nov. 20, 10:30 - 11:30am #612914-T 

Thursday, Nov. 20,  4:00 - 5:00pm #612914-U 

Friday,  Nov. 21,  10:30 - 11:30am  #612914-V 

Gulf Branch Nature Center 

 

CRICKET MUSIC 

Come learn about crickets - early autumn’s evening 

musicians.  Together we’ll make some lovely sounds 

and practice our jumping skills too. 

Wednesday, Sep. 3, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-J 

Thursday, Sep. 4, 10:00 - 11:00am #612814-K 

Thursday, Sep. 4, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-L 

Friday, Sep. 5 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-M 

 

SPIDERS’S SILK 

Discover our friendly spiders and the webs they 

weave so carefully.  Why are some strands smooth 

and some sticky? Unhappy insects know! 

Wednesday, Oct. 1, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-N 

Thursday, Oct. 2, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-O 

Friday, Oct. 3, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-P 

Saturday, Oct. 4, 10:00 - 11:00am #612814-Q 

 

ROCKHOUNDS 

Who doesn’t love finding a really cool rock?  Young 

geologists in the making can explore the world of 

rocks and minerals with us. 

Tuesday, Nov. 4, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-R 

Wednesday, Nov. 5, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-S 

Thursday, Nov. 6, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-T 

Friday, Nov. 7, 1:00 - 2:00pm #612814-U 

PRESCHOOL NATURE EXPLORERS 

Kids grow better outside!  Preschoolers are actively exploring their natural world.  These programs help build the 

foundation for a lifetime of wonder, appreciation and discovery.   Hands on interactive learning, crafts, mini-hikes  

and nature play engage your children 3 - 5 years old.  Call nature centers for more information.  $5 per child. 

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612814&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=
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How to Sign Up! 
 

REGISTRATION OPENS for Arlington 

residents Tuesday, August 12.  Non-resident 

registration opens Thursday, August 14.  

Registration deadline: Participants must register 

by 4:00pm the day before a program.  The day of 

the program, please call the program site if you 

have not yet registered to check availability. 

HOW TO REGISTER: 

Online:  If you have a digital SNAG, click on the 

hyperlinked program number and you will 

automatically go to program registration.  You can 

also register online by going to https://

registration.arlingtonva.us. You can browse our 

offerings as a ‘Guest’, but you must log in to 

register for a program. If you do not have an 

account, you can create one online or call 703- 

228-4747 for help. 

By Phone: Call the Registration Office at        

703-228-4747, Monday to Friday, between        

8:00am and 5:00pm. 

In Person: Visit the Registration Office at 3700 S. 

Four Mile Run Dr., Arlington, VA 22206, Monday 

to Friday, between 8:00am and 5:00pm. 

FEES 

The listed fee is per participant unless otherwise 

stated. Most program fees are charged at 

registration.  Some program fees will be charged at 

the program site (cash or check only, no credit 

cards please). See program write-up for details. 

FEE REDUCTION 

We do not want our fees to be a barrier to 

participation. Call 703-228-4747 for information 

on the County’s fee reduction policy. 

CANCELLATIONS 

Notify Registration as soon as possible so we may 

contact someone from the waiting list. 

Cancellations on the day of the program should be 

made directly with the program site. 

REFUNDS 

Full refunds will be automatically processed within 

30 days when classes are canceled by DPR due to 

weather, insufficient enrollment or other 

unforeseen reasons.  Transfers from one program 

section to another may be requested through the 

Registration Office at 703-228-4747, prior to the 

start of the program.  No refunds or credits if 

participants are unable to attend a program.    

WEATHER 

Indoor programs are cancelled in conjunction with 

the Arlington County’s school closings policy.  

Outdoor programs may be cancelled due to rain 

or other inclement weather - call nature centers 

for more information. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 

Arlington County can provide reasonable 

accommodations for people with disabilities upon 

request. Two weeks advance notice is preferred. 

Call 703-228-4740.  TTY: 711.  
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Fall Heritage Festival  
Saturday, October 18, 1:00 - 5:00pm    

Gulf Branch Nature Center 
 

Each fall we gather around the Walker Log House to celebrate our nation’s heritage. 

Step back  into history and try your hand at some old time games and crafts.  

 

Make a corn husk doll, 

try on a coon-skin cap, 

or work the cider press!   

Enjoy old-time music.  

Bring your own old 

pants and shirt to make 

a scarecrow. Child size 

clothes work great!      

$5 fee due at entrance.        

                                       

Drop in anytime between 1:00 and 5:00pm. For information:  703-228-3403.   

Long Branch’s Native Plant Sale 
Saturday, September 20, 1:00 - 4:00pm 

Want to make your yard welcoming 

to local birds and butterflies? Plant 

native and they will come!         

Choose from a great selection of    

attractive, tough plants that support 

pollinators and other wildlife. 

Plants priced as marked.  

Rain date: Sunday Sept 21, 1-4.  

For more information, call 703-228-6535.  

DREAMS OF ANIMALS:  

MYTHS & STORIES 

Long Branch Nature Center 

Saturday, September 20, 7:00 - 8:00pm  

Internationally renowned storyteller and author Susan Strauss introduces the mythic qualities of animals through 

traditional stories and personal anecdotes; painting a rich picture of the natural world.  This evening’s storytelling 

performance speaks to the heart of young and old alike, so the whole family is invited to this special event.  For 

families ages 3 and up.  Information: 703-228-6535.  $7. #612954-H  

“We heard Susan at a storytelling workshop and were wowed!  We’re so happy to bring her here to share her 

animal stories with everyone!”    Jennifer Soles & Rachael Tolman, Arlington Park Naturalists  

“I thought I had seen the best in storytelling until I met Susan Strauss.  Susan lives her stories and embodies each of 

her characters, bringing them to life with such vivid visual and auditory detail that her audiences literally lose 

themselves in the fantasy.  Absolutely captivating!”    Sam Ham, Professor of Interpretation  

https://registration.arlingtonva.us/wsc/webtrac.wsc/wbsearch.html?xxactivitynumber=612954&xxmod=ar&lang=CUSTM&xxtype=NCTR&xxsearch=yes&tv=

