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Summary of Findings 
 
Transportation 
 
FAAC Recommendation #1 

The FAAC commends the County Manager’s efforts to improve public safety outreach and 
develop metrics related to daily users of bike paths.  FAAC also fully supports cross-
department coordination efforts related to bike path accessibility. 

Vote: Yes: 13 No: 0 Abstain: 0 

Comment: With a three-fold increase in bicycle commuters in Arlington 
between 2000 and 2012, the multi-year Predictable-Alert-Lawful 
program to educate all transportation system users about safely 
sharing our streets is valuable.  DES appropriately recognizes that 
bike paths carry more people than some streets in the county and 
is working with Department of Parks and Recreation to develop an 
action plan for assuring bike paths are accessible following 
significant winter weather events. 

 
 
FAAC Recommendation #2 

The FAAC supports the County Manager’s recommendation to increase the ART fares $.25 
from $1.50 to $1.75. 

Vote: Yes: 9 No: 3 Abstain: 1 

Comment: This would be the first fare increase in four years.  Metrobus fares 
are expected in increase.  ART ridership has grown steadily, even 
following prior fare increases, and DES does not expect the 
proposed fare increase to affect ridership in FY15. 
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Streetlights 
 
FAAC Recommendation #3 

The FAAC supports the County Manager’s proposal to add 1 FTE for a signals and 
streetlight repair crew position.  The FAAC recommends that the County Board direct the 
County Manager to develop a target for timeliness of streetlight repairs. 

Vote: Yes: 12 No: 0 Abstain: 1 

Comment: It generally takes four to six weeks to complete a requested 
streetlight repair.  The proposed budget provides an additional 
FTE to allow for the completion of a fourth two-person repair and 
maintenance crew, which should accelerate streetlight and signals 
work.   

 
 
FAAC Recommendation #4 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board continue to fund DES efforts to convert the 
County’s streetlights to LED lighting. 

Vote: Yes: 13 No: 0 Abstain: 0 

Comment: LEDs provide several significant advantages over traditional bulbs, 
including superior energy efficiency, dramatically reduced 
electricity costs for the County, reduced maintenance burden, 
reduced carbon and conventional pollution, and higher-quality, 
more uniform lighting, which improves safety.  FAAC encourages 
DES to continue its efforts to increase community acceptance of 
this important technology, including through dimming and 
installation of light shields. 

 
 

FAAC Recommendation #5 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board direct the County Manager to evaluate the 
merits of a large-scale transition of the Dominion streetlight inventory to county ownership in 
order to increase energy efficiency, reduce electricity costs, and improve the quality of 
service. 

Vote: Yes: 13 No: 0 Abstain: 0 

Comment: Though it owns most of the streetlights in the County, Dominion 
has no incentive to increase the efficiency of its streetlights.  It 
sells the County the electricity to operate the lights and wants 
electricity load (demand) during the night when the streetlights 
operate.   
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Stormwater 
 
FAAC Recommendation #6 

The FAAC supports the County Manager’s proposal to add 11 FTEs to take steps to comply 
with the new stormwater permit and recommends that the County Board maintain 
compliance with the permit. 

Vote: Yes: 13 No: 0 Abstain: 0 

Comment: An EPA audit conducted last spring found that the county had 
inadequate staffing for implementation of a new MS4 permit.  DES 
also compared its staffing levels to nearby jurisdictions and found 
that those jurisdictions had multiple positions for inspections, 
discharge detection, and other responsibilities while DES did not. 
DES expects that the proposed staffing level will be necessary for 
the foreseeable future and may need to grow over time to achieve 
the larger pollution reductions required in the later years of the 
permit.   

 
 
Household Waste 
 
FAAC Recommendation #7 

The FAAC recommends that the County includes food and yard waste in its recycling 
program provided the cost does not exceed the Board’s advertised rate. 

Vote: Yes: 12 No: 0 Abstain: 1 

Comment: The County is currently negotiating the refuse and recycling 
contract(s), which provides an opportunity to expand service to 
include the collection of food and yard waste. 

 
 
Paving/Potholes 
 
FAAC Recommendation #8 

The FAAC recommends that the Board and DES agree upon an acceptable Paving 
Condition Index (PCI) that makes filling potholes and maintaining roads a high priority for 
the County.  

Vote: Yes: 12 No: 0 Abstain: 1 

Comment: Road condition is a major citizen concern.  FAAC believes that it is 
important for the County Board and DES to reach agreement on a 
target PCI for the County’s roads. 
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Overall Proposed Budget 
 
FAAC Recommendation #9 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board approve funding for DES as proposed in the 
County Manager’s budget. 

Vote: Yes:  13 No:  0 Abstain:  0 

Comment: FAAC agrees with the County Manager that the ongoing costs for 
the Electronic Plan Review, which allows civil engineering plans to 
be submitted in PDF format for review and approval, should be 
funded.  FAAC also notes its support for the proposal to provide 
$750,000 in PAYGO funds to DES for the replacement of the 
failing Lee Highway streetlights and $450,000 in one-time funding 
for other streetlight needs.   

 
 
Future Considerations 
 
DES is not currently proposing to increase the sanitary district tax.  However, to implement all of the 
high-priority projects in the December 2013 Stormwater Master Plan, DES will need $1.3 million per 
year in additional funding.  DES plans to phase in an increased sanitary district tax with an initial 
increase in FY 2018 and further increase in FY 2021.       
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