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FAAC Opinion 
 
The County Manager’s FY 2015 proposed budget reflects the County Board’s strong commitment to 
affordable housing, especially for vulnerable populations. Both DHS and CPHD have well-identified 
goals and are proficient at tracking the performance measures that support those goals.  
 
The FAAC is encouraged that one-time funds have been moved to ongoing in the FY 2015 proposed 
budget to show a commitment to programs that have proven successful and/or demonstrated long-
term need, i.e. the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program and the Housing 
Grants program. The FAAC also supports the three-year Housing Needs Survey to help identify the 
best ways to modify current programs and allocate resources in the future. Ideally, the Housing 
Needs Survey will ultimately be able to inform possible updates to the 2003 performance measure 
targets for affordable housing, which at present are not being met with the current funding levels 
allocated. 
 
Despite continued investment in affordable housing programs, and DHS and CPHD’s solid attempts 
to meet the 2003 “aspirational” performance measure targets, affordable housing continues to be an 
issue in the County. The number of market rate affordable housing continues to decrease as rents go 
up faster than committed affordable housing can be found. While on the DHS side, the number of 
people in need of Housing Grant assistance has not decreased, as expected.  
 
 
FAAC Recommendation #1 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board approve the County Manager’s request for $2.8 
million in additional one-time funds for AHIF. 
Vote: Yes: 8 No: 1 Abstain: 1 

Comment:  

 
 



 
FAAC Recommendation #2 

The FAAC recommends that the County Board approve the County Manager’s FY 2015 proposed 
budget for affordable housing. 
Vote: Yes: 9 No: 0 Abstain: 1 

Comment:  

 
Future Considerations 
 
The FAAC looks forward to hearing about the findings in the preliminary report of the Housing Needs 
Survey, and is optimistic that the survey will better inform future proposed budgets so that ongoing 
funds can be included as needed and one-time funds can be used for projects that are genuinely one-
time. Ideally, the 2003 performance measure targets will be updated to reflect the final survey report 
findings. The FAAC would like to review the final recommendations based on the Housing Needs 
Survey. 
 
The recently adopted Columbia Pike TIF and Neighborhoods Form Based Code will hopefully be able 
to get the County much closer to its stated housing goals and performance measure targets. Yet the 
TIF also bears watching for the possible issues that might arise from a dedicated incremental tax 
fund. 
 
The FAAC will also work with representatives from Arlington Partnership for Affordable Housing 
(APAH) and Arlington Housing Corporation (AHC) to receive an update on their current and future 
development plans, as well as the impact of potential changes to the County's current affordable 
housing inventory. 
 
Based on information from the nonprofit community about expected near-term pipeline projects that 
create Committed Affordable Units (CAFs), there is some concern that the increase in AHIF funding 
in the current fiscal year and expected in FY 2015 may not be sufficient. We note that the Housing 
Commission, in its FY 2015 recommendations, is asking the County Board to “reaffirm that (the 
County) will use all its financial tools to ensure that future deals happen, including using the County's 
line of credit.” The FAAC asks that it be part of the process to consider such financial tools in the 
event that AHIF proves insufficient. Given the ambitious affordable housing preservation goals 
adopted by the County Board in the Columbia Pike Neighborhoods Plan, potential new goals to 
emerge from the Housing Needs Study, and an expected continued period of relatively low interest 
rates, it may be prudent to undertake a more thorough review of the County's capacity to fund 
projects from sources in addition to AHIF. 
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