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The following information is provided in response to a question raised by Ms. Hynes at the 
Utilities/Stormwater/IT CIP work session on June 24, 2014, regarding why the expansion of 
Barcroft gymnastics space cannot be undertaken prior to FY 2017. 
            
The proposed Barcroft gymnastics expansion will convert the current gymnasium into useable 
space for gymnastics programs. The current target of FY 2017 allows for necessary planning 
to take place. First, this expansion into the current gymnasium will displace 2,915 league 
sports players, and an annual 7,528 drop-in participants. There is currently no vacant space 
available in the DPR inventory to relocate the youth and adult leagues.  At the same time, staff 
need time to evaluate the different options for the future of the gymnastics program, as 
directed by the County Board with a motion at the June 17 Board Meeting. One such option 
may be privatizing the gymnastics program, which would mean additional work to 
accommodate the needs of potential private providers within a reconfigured Barcroft Facility. 
  
The cumulative effect of all of the proposed changes will need to be worked on in advance of 
moving forward with the expansion.  For example, the County is exploring a partnership 
opportunity with the Arlington Soccer Association that would provide an alternative for indoor 
soccer. If that opportunity did move forward, it is expected to happen concurrently with the FY 
2017 gymnastics expansion so that one of the gymnasium’s biggest user groups (1,311 youth 
and adults) would then have an alternative location.  Similar work will need to happen with ball 
hockey and recreational basketball, though at least a portion of these users would likely be 
able to relocate to the Arlington Mill Community Center gym.  In order to consider all of the 
effects of the gymnastics expansion, two fiscal years are required to go through a 
comprehensive, transparent, and public process.  
 


