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The attached information is provided in response to a question raised by Mary Hynes at 
the Transportation Proposed CIP work session on June 18, 2014, regarding the Army 
Navy Country Club Emergency Access Drive. 
 
The Army Navy Country Club Emergency Access Drive project was not identified in the 
Proposed CIP based on the timeline available to meet the requirements of the Use 
Permit.  The Board Report approved in June 2010 secured the necessary easements 
through a Use Permit filed by the Army Navy County Club.  The public use and access 
easement was recorded in March 2012, and there are 20 years from that date (2032) to 
award a construction contract. 
 
This project will consist of a new roadway connection for emergency, bicycle and 
pedestrian access through a 30 foot wide easement along the edge of the Army Navy 
Country Club that will provide a connection between the Arlington View neighborhood 
and the Country Club driveway connection to Army Navy Drive. It will be designed to 
meet the needs of police and fire vehicles, not general motor traffic.  Currently the only 
connection between Four Mile Run and The Potomac River is from S. Joyce Street. 
Should Joyce Street become blocked for some reason, these areas would become 
isolated from each other, exacerbating traffic and making emergency response 
extremely difficult. This connection would provide a much needed relief valve for 
emergency access. When not in use for emergency access, this drive would provide a 
much needed bicycle and pedestrian connection between these neighborhoods.  
 
Staff proposes the addition of this project to the proposed CIP.  While no design or 
engineering have been completed on the project yet, a rough estimate is $5.2M and 
could be accommodated between FY 2020 – 2023 through the reallocation of 
placeholder funding included for yet to be determined capital investment improvements 
at WMATA that will be worked out on a region-wide basis over the coming year.  The 
funding will come from the HB2313 30% local funding.  This rough planning estimate is 
based on very preliminary alignment studies for constructing the drive and the cost 
driver is for several retaining walls that would be required.   


