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The attached information is provided in response to a question raised by Board Member 
Garvey at the Transportation Proposed CIP work session on June 18, 2014, regarding 
the Streetcar Program.   
 
   
Where are the streetcar maintenance facilities?   
Two sites are under consideration for the streetcar maintenance facility: 

 Pentagon City site – 12 Street/Eads Street.   This site was approved by the Arlington 
County Board and Fairfax County Board of Supervisors when they adopted the Locally 
Preferred Alternative in July 2012.   The site would include the streetcar program 
maintenance facility as well as the vehicle storage facility for the Columbia Pike 
Streetcar fleet.  

 Navy Annex site -  site on Columbia Pike west of Joyce Street in the vicinity of the Air 
Force Memorial.    Use of this site for the streetcar maintenance facility requires a land 
exchange agreement with the Department of Defense and Virginia Department of 
Transportation.   The negotiations are ongoing.   

 
Design work would be initiated on both sites as part of the upcoming preliminary engineering 
effort, and a decision on the preferred site made prior to completion of preliminary engineering.   
A key factor influencing the decision will be the ability to secure the land exchange agreement.  
 
Why can’t we use the larger buses?  
Based upon discussions with other transit professionals, it is staff’s understanding that articulated 
buses operating in public transit service in United States have a maximum capacity in the range 
of 90-100 passengers.   
  
As part of the recent work updating ridership estimates to reflect updated regional land use and 
population forecasts, an assessment of vehicle capacity requirements for the Columbia Pike 
corridor was undertaken.  This analysis indicated that a streetcar vehicle with a 115 passenger 
capacity, the vehicle size assumed in the 2012 Columbia Pike Alternative Analysis/Environmental 
Assessment, would be too small to accommodate the forecast ridership, and in particular the peak 
hour demand.    A vehicle with a capacity in the range of 155 passengers was recommended.  
 
Can we use a three car bus?   Is it being used anywhere else?  
Staff are not aware of any double articulated buses, or ‘three car buses’ being operated in public 
transit service in United States based upon our discussions with other transit agencies and a 
representative of a US bus manufacturer.  While larger capacity buses are operated in other 
countries in South America and Europe, buses operating in this country must comply with 
extensive governmental requirements, including safety, emissions and maximum axle weight 
requirements, which limit the number of passengers that can be carried.  In Virginia, an 
articulated bus with three axles has a 60,000 pound maximum gross weight (Virginia DMV - 
Size, Weight and Equipment requirements), which impacts the number of passengers that can 
be carried.   


