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It is with great sadness that I participate in this action.  In my view, 

canceling the streetcar is a signal to the region that Arlington's vision for 

the future has withered.  The streetcar, and all its complex land use, 

affordable housing and planning components, was the next bold step our 

community planned to take to differentiate itself from the rest of our region.   

At a time when our commercial vacancy rate hovers at 20% overall and 

more than 25% in Crystal City, this decision today calls into question 

whether we have a government commitment strong enough to support the 

private reinvestment essential to creating new places for business on these 

two  ripe-for-growth corridors. While I remain deeply committed to our 

vision for these two corridors, deciding to cancel the project is a decision to 

significantly slow the rate of growth on Columbia Pike and Crystal City - to 

not compete head to head - in real time - with upcoming neighborhoods like 

NoMa, the Waterfront or Tysons Corner.  Today's decision will have direct 

impacts on the dollars available in the coming years to fund core services 

like education, public safety, and human services.  I agree with the 

chairman that our challenge will be to continue to support our excellent 

school system without starving the rest of county services. 

 



So why cancel this project?  Elections do matter and we have had an 

unsettled year of multiple elections with disparate results.  In these 

processes every candidate has heard concern from residents about the 

future of Arlington and where our policies are taking us.  Our community 

faces significant challenges -  

growing our economy in an increasingly competitive region,  

finding new school locations to support our rapidly growing student 

body,  

preserving our parks as we continue to redevelop,  

managing tax and spending growth  

that can only be addressed collectively.  The deep divisions that have 

arisen over the streetcar are coloring every other discussion we have - and 

impeding the creation of any countywide consensus on solutions to our 

problems.  

 

In the 60s when our comprehensive plan was updated to reflect the coming 

Metro, a key concept was embedded that has guided us ever since "we 

will concentrate development on 12% of the land, in order to preserve 

the single family neighborhoods".  That dream has been achieved with 

remarkable, sometimes unanticipated, results.  We have been the envy of 

the region with 50% of our revenue coming from our commercial sector and 

50% from residential.  We have some of the best schools in the region and 

access to more integrated multi-modal options than any other jurisdiction in 



the region except for DC.  We have excellent parks, a low crime rate, 

wonderful libraries and services for all sectors of our community.  All of this 

has been possible because of we stayed the course laid out so many years 

ago.  The  question for all of us now is "how will we maintain what we've 

made - including the key strong commercial sector tax contributions that 

support these services and reduce the cost for homeowners - how will we 

maintain what has attracted both residents and businesses to Arlington?"  

 

As a longtime steward of our community, i am setting aside my deep 

conviction that a key part of the solution to that question - to our economy, 

tax and school funding problems - is investment in the 7.5 mile streetcar 

line.  It is unfortunately true that game-changing transit investments across 

the country regularly experience stops and starts - think Silver Line and 

Purple Line. This is Arlington's turn to stop. 

 

I am agreeing to stop because our full community needs time to understand 

our situation, the interconnectedness of our problems and the potential 

range of solutions available to us as the new normal for Arlington continues 

to emerge.  I do not believe our vision of Arlington as a diverse, inclusive 

community with great sustainable neighborhoods where each person is 

important has changed - rather we have lost a consensus about how to 

move forward in these unsettled times. 

 



As we look to 2015, I challenge our educated, thoughtful, diverse, caring 

community to engage in the civil discourse we need - discourse that will 

create a consensus aligned with our long-held progressive vision and 

supportive of a vibrant successful future that touches every corner of 

Arlington.   

 

 


