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 As specified in the Fort Myer Heights North Plan, the planning process for this approximately 

8,000 square foot public park has been spearheaded by the Department of Parks and Recreation.  The 

public process began with a community open house and meeting on April 9th, 2014 and was followed by 

further collection of public input via an online survey for a period of two weeks between April 30th and 

May 14th. 

 At the open house and meeting held on April 9th, three different diagrammatic concepts were 

presented along with images of various park elements.  Participants expressed a strong preference for a 

natural aesthetic and plantings and stressed the importance of preserving the three Oak trees.  

Participants desired play features for children in the neighborhood, as well as a variety of seating 

opportunities that are integrated with the playful and natural features of the site.  Though the 

participants did not feel that this site was appropriate for a dog area, they highlighted the need for dog 

amenities, such as waste stations and drinking fountains.  Lastly, participants were interested in seeing an 

artistic expression at this site.  This input guided the development of a preliminary park concept. 

 Feedback for the preliminary park concept was collected through an online survey in which 

participants reflected generally on the proposed concept and ranked images of park elements according 

to their preferences.  Participants again showed their preference for a naturalistic landscape and strong 

protection of the significant trees.  They desired more open green space in the park, as well as a more 

consolidated play area.  Survey respondents also identified needs for both drinking fountains and picnic 

or café tables. 

 Based on this input, several adjustments are currently under consideration and the park concept 

will be refined further prior to its reintroduction into the Site Plan Review process, at which point the park 

design will become a part of the Gables N. Rolfe Street site plan application brought forward to the 

County Board for approval. 

 Please contact Lida Aljabar at the Department of Parks and Recreation with any questions related 

to the planning of this park: 

 Lida Aljabar, Associate Planner 
 Department of Parks and Recreation 
 2100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 414 

Arlington, VA 22201 
maljabar@arlingtonva.us 
(703) 228-3336 
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