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Public Comments by Topic 

 

Comment 

NATURAL ELEMENTS & PLANTINGS 

Like:  Use of the existing trees to provide beauty, shade, a naturalistic feel, and act 

as a buffer from street for play and some seating areas. 

 Integrates the existing trees and grades well with design 

 Green space 

 tree preservation 

 The more trees the better. It's a small park so I'd like to see as much green 

as possible 

 preservation of older trees. they time time to grow. let's preserve them 

 The natural plantings and low impact features 

 green space, trees 

 The idea of restoring wooded, naturalized areas to the urban landscape, 

hopefully including plants that support other species like Monarchs, bees, 

other beneficial insects and animals. 

 Open green spaces 

 Preserving trees 

 Tree preservation 

 natural feel 

 Combination of keeping mature trees and the opportunity to plant native 

plants as much as possible 

 Since I feel that these parks are most often used by homeless and other 

desirables to the neighborhoods, I like the focus on natural vegitation. 

Greenery in the city. 

 lots of green space/less pavement 

 Tree preservation area 

 saving the mature trees 

 Openess 

 Natural Settings 

 Lots of greenery 

 The conncetion to urban forestry 

 A strong preference for native plants. 

 Like the more natural design concepts, beautiful in an area that needs it 

because it is overbuilt. 

Dislike:  tree time line 

 Wood can invite algae. Flowers can hinder allergy sufferers from enjoying 

the park. 

 Cutting down trees 



 That it looks like some of the older trees will be cut down 

 The picture showing daffodils. There are many lovely native plants that 

bloom in spring and support native birds and butterflies. 

 no flowers 

 plantings and construction that might threaten the trees 

Missing:  Its a great concept. Could you put some small trees in the wide sidewalk 

area at the Rolfe/14th St. corner? 

 Also, I am not sure how the design will encourage protection of the tree. 

Do we need some type of fencing, say separating the tree and the children's 

play area? 

 more green space, less designed elements 

 You have an opportunity to included naturalized plantings and make a 

Monarch Way-Station. 

 More open green / tree spaces are the most critical and only elements that 

benefit everyone and the health of the community. 

 a rain garden to catch stormwater 

 You can make it a haven for wildlife. 

 Native planting for wildlife 

 There is at least one more large tree that ought to be preserved on this 

property in addition to the ones already being saved. I would like the County 

to work with the builder to preserve the tree in the front yard of 1809 N. 

14th St. 

Other:  tree preservation is the most important thing 

 I think the concept looks great. I think that what will really make the park 

are the selections of plantings that accompany the shade of the tree. 

 Why must the County always destroy open green spaces with unnecessary 

and wasteful elements when there is a critical lack of open green space in 

Arlington? 

 Again, I can not emphasize enough the importance of using native plants in 

our county plantings. Cities such as New York have committed to using only 

native plants in city plantings, and I strongly believe it is in our best interest 

to do the same. I am certain that the Virginia Native Plant Society as well as 

the Master Naturalists can help to provide advice. Please support our native 

birds, butterflies and other animals by providing for their needs! 

SEATING 

Like:  lots of seating 

 Lots of seating, seems to be walkable for older citizens 

 Lots of seating 

I also like the monumental seat stairs facing the intersection. 

Dislike:  monumental seat entry 

 monumental steps--look uncomfortable to sit on 

Missing:  I can't tell from the design - is there shaded seating? 



Other: People are used to short-cutting at the corner- design seat wall so they stay on the 

sidewalk. 

 When choosing bench styles, please do not choose benches with internal 

arm rests as shown in #3 Bench with Back 1. I know why this design is often 

picked but I think it would be best if those who need to rest are able to 

comfortably. 

PLAY 

Like:  I like the idea of trails and play elements for children 

 Natural play elements 

 i have a son and we'd love more playground spaces. parks are very 

important for livability in high population areas. 

 looks kid friendly. We need more parks for kids.  

I like the climbable play elements and climbable play feature the best. 

 Climbing Nature features 

 climbable natural elements 

 Climbable features, grassy area to play, natural play features 

 The climable play elements. 

 dual use play structures/sculptures -- these can be enjoyed by all ages on 

several "levels" 

Dislike:  Climbable play elements. 

 The animal play features adjacent to the transitional living building. 

 kids will get bored quickly with so little variety in play stations 

 #2 Natural Climbing Feature needs to be larger than the feature installed at 

Hillside Park in 2012. Unfortunately that feature isn't used much because it is 

too small. 

 proposed sculptures 

 the static sculptures (like the butterfly) that don't provide multi-functional 

use 

Missing:  A large sand box area might be nice (very popular at Ft Myer Hts Park), in 

lieu of one of the proposed climbing feature areas currently shown. 

 As said above, a sand box feature would entertain the youngest children. 

The other amenity choices are for older children. 

 water feature; play area for kids w/disabilities (GIANT sandbox w/benches 

for parents to be close?) 

 bocce ball court 

Other: Play elements should probably be designed for young children (2-8?) if that is the 

majority demographic. 

 Not all parks have to have playgrounds. 



 I'm not opposed to halfway houses or playgrounds - both are very necessary. 

But I'm not sure of the wisdom of putting a children's playground right next 

to a halfway house. You may want to think about this a little harder. 

 I generally really like the initial plan. I think that any funds spent on 

sculptures or play elements should be appropriate for all ages. For example, 

an adult could walk on play element 4 or 6 but would probably not enjoy the 

frog sculpture. I like the non-linear plan, the variety of seating and 

environments. Nice job! 

 I would include as many play features as you can, not just 3. I like the way 

the board walk looks w/out the railing, but if there is an area where the 

boardwalk is a little high (like a bridge) then that area should have a railing 

for safety, especially with kids playing there. 

 I support efforts to recreate a natural oasis, rather than a space that is 

completely built out. Arlington, and this area in particular, has too much 

asphalt and concrete. We need more areas to serve as a respite from the 

urban environment. I like the natural play elements -- something like what 

was done at the nature play ground at Long Branch would be great. 

PATHS 

Like:  Boardwalk element 

 Boardwalk and benches. 

 the boardwalk 

 All of the natural features linked together with curving lines of stepping 

stone paths 

Dislike:  Not sure what the stepping stone paths does. 

 Why so many boardwalks? This ain't the beach. Chill out on the boardwalks 

 stepping stone path anb boardwalk 

 the amount of sidewalk 

 Extra boardwalk. Might as well keep the paths as minimalistic as possible 

 The boardwalk and path that lead to ??? back yard of private residence? 

 The angularity of the boardwalk and wooden benches in the design sketch; 

the wooden benches shown in the photograph appear more curved. 

Missing:  

Other:  I like the parallel boardwalk and the stepping path, but do we have room for 

them both? Maybe. 

 Stone paths are not usable by persons using walkers, scooters, or 

wheelchairs. 

DOG AMENITIES 

Like:  This neighborhood does need a dog zone so that dogs can play and poop in 

a separate area than where children play. I'd recommend a fenced in space 

with play elements for dogs in the more tricky-to-navigate sloped areas that 

would prove challenging to kids. 

Dislike:  Dog waste station 



 The thought of inviting dogs to an area where children will be playing - 

sometimes people do not clean after their pet and even if they do you can 

not get all the traces of pet waste from the play areas where children are 

bound to roam. Keep dogs in dog park areas - please do not mix dog 

exercise areas with children's play areas. 

 Dog run. 

 so much space devoted to stupid dogs 

 We already have james hunter for dogs. This park was supposed to be 

mixed use but turned out to be a dedicated dog park with a grassy aread for 

dogs and a fenced in area for dogs. Dog owners are do not respect the rules 

so why not have a park for kids for a change? No dogs allowed! 

Missing:  can't tell if animal play area is gated (should be) 

 A designated dog run. 

Other:  Keep dogs in dog park areas - please do not mix dog exercise areas with 

children's play areas. 

 dog area. 

 Not clear how dog amenities would be managed -- on-leash required? -- to 

keep area from being overrun by dogs given absence of other dog play areas 

nearby. 

 I think its good to limit the dog amenity area. Realistically, if people want to 

let their dogs have exercise, they will have to go elsewhere. 

PUBLIC ART & FOCAL FEATURES 

Like:  

Dislike:  

Missing:  Marking the entry points would benefit the design and usability 

 public art 

 Wan rural water feature 

 hard to tell how much shade there is for summer; a water feature (fountain, 

or s/t like what's @ Nat'l Gallery or new Giant on Col. Pike) would be good 

for summer & kids. 

 not sure it's missing, but spray grounds are VERY popular right now. 

 water feature 

 historic marker - tabletop type with photos - talking about history of ft. 

myer hts north area this is a great place to sit and relax and it would be 

good to provide some history upon which to reflect and they're not 

expensive 

 Public art with seating nearby, a table (could be a few small tables) maybe an 

appropiate size for chess. 

 Please consider featuring art work by local artists. 

Other:  

FACILITIES 

Like:  

Dislike:  Lack of trash cans 



Missing:  Will there be a supply of water on site to maintain all the proposed 

plantings? 

 Water fountain 

 No Smoking signage. Some type of shading/canopy from the elements of rain 

or sun. A sign that indicates – not a dog walk/exercise area - please use 

specifically designed dog parks. If pets are allowed, signage for pet leash law. 

 drinking water fountain and trash cans (recycle) 

 Hopefully there will be trash/recycling stations throughout the area - noting 

a lack of such in the children's area 

 Will there be water fountains and recycling bins? 

 Garbage can 

 Any way to provide drinking fountain for people and dogs? 

 It would be nice to see a restroom and drinking water station. That would 

 Have trash cans so people feel they can have lunch or coffee and then 

dispose of their trash 

 night lighting 

 Will there be space for vendors to park along the street? And trash cans? 

This was planned as a neighborhood rest stop. 

 Also parking for food trucks. like El Chilango. 

 Need night lighting, and a place to walk dogs. Also should have a garbage can 

somewhere in the plan. 

Other:  what are considerations for cost of maintenance 

BALANCE OF PARK USES 

Like:  the variety of area options within the park 

 Family (all ages) friendly. 

 efficient use of space via boardwalks, accessible benches, imaginative play 

areas for kids and even the for the dogs 

 open space - multi-use 

 the multi-functional use of the space and the non-linear design. 

 Protects and respects the major trees, and provides several play options and 

resting places. 

Dislike:  The attempt to incorporate too many elements? Simpler is less costly to 

build and maintain. Unless many people ask for dog amenities it appears 

there is inadequate space for that. Corner has too much traffic to make a 

monumental seating area there welcoming. 

 it's too ambitious. the park is.18 acres. That is the size of many house lots in 

Arlington. 

 Possibly a little too busy. 

 trying to accomplish too much when it should focus on natural area and tree 

preservation; boardwalks seem too busy? 

 It seems like a lot of things in a very small space 

 All other elements that are not open green space 



 too much green space not able to be used as lawn for playing lawn bean bag, 

etc. (new equivalent of lawn darts) 

 don't crowd the trees and try to accomplish all goals at the expense of the 

trees and green space 

Missing:  More open grass space. 

 More green space to throw frisbee, have a picnic, etc. there are already play 

areas on 18th and Scott and the new one on the other side of 50. 

 More open space. 

 Flat grassy space for lawn games like croquet 

 insure site remains relatively serene; perhaps add some sort of 

"quiet/meditation' space 

 space for frisbee, picnics, movies or performances in the park. 

 The wide open area should be for people wanting to relax and enjoy 

Other:  Do not try to be all things to all people on a postage stamp park. I think 

preserving a woodland setting would be a good goal. The photos imply this is 

a huge park. 

 Enough shade is important. Trees and green grass are the most important. 

The variety of activities is very good. Alot of paths for a small place. Good to 

see alot of seating. 

 It's a small site, building lot size in Arlington. If you cram it full of stuff, we 

will lose the feeling of a natural setting. will lose its natural feel 

 No, quiet enjoyment and a place for kids to play are the appropriate 

activities for this amount of space. 

 No, but please ensure there are elements for both children and pets because 

of the multitude of both in the neighborhood. 

OTHER 

Like:  care that has gone in to determine alternatives 

 Great sense of flow and movement through the park. 

 I like the entire concept. 

 Nice transformation of an eyesore. 

 Better use of the land than currently 

 learning that a park is going in! 

 I think it looks lovely! 

 I like the options for the design! 

 This design is a good development of the earlier concepts. I like the scale 

and balance of the various elements on a difficult and steep site. Marking the 

three entry points would be helpful. Also, adding new trees into the 

understory area will provide a longer lasting design. One of the trees is 

showing die back at the crown and having a second generation of trees 

started here seems like a good long term idea. 

 Great concept! 

 I look forward to the park. Thank you. 



 I appreciate being asked to fill out these surveys! 

 great job! I look forward to this park. Thank you. 

Dislike:  NOTHING. all parks are a huge benefit to residents and owners. 

 The money. Who is paying for this? Didn't we just finish a $2million dog 

park? 

 vicinity to rt 50 

Missing:  Needs a water fountain. 

 no tables to eat or read papers 

 picnic space 

 need some sort of wet/cold weather shelter to enable use year 'round; 

 A place to eat lunch/picnic 

 Nothing, this is an improvement residents will enjoy. 

 Is there any fencing or walls around the park? To keep kids safe away from 

roads. 

 A table to eat at. 

 Tables 

 wi-fi 

 picnic space 

 Outdoor learning at the elementary level 

 Shading. Signage for reminding users of pet leash law. 

 I think shade is an important element for park use in our hot summers. 

 Eating! 

 An element to hide Rt. 50 

 We have a significant elder community, so should be careful to provide 

features that are accessible (few stairs), enjoyable (shade, nice view), relaxing 

(fountain? benches with backs). I don't see any drinking facilities or 

restrooms - both would be really nice to have in/around some of the parks 

in town. Even a (sponsored?) vending machine with water only. 

Other:  Won't you have to tear down houses to do this? Seems like an over-reach 

on the part of the city for private property owners. Also that is a VERY busy 

corner; and difficult to get to with both the bridge over 50, and all the traffic 

coming on and off the highway. Not an ideal location 

 I don't think the county has really thought about the impact of traffic on this 

area; and also that it is downhill/far from the metros. I applaud the idea for a 

park, but given the county will have to buy the property to build this I think 

it will be another million dollar dog park - something we do not need at this 

time. Spend the money rennovating the Wilson Blvd School and turning that 

into a community center or elementary school with the ammenities there. 

 There are significant elevation changes on this site which are hard to 

understand from this doc 



 IS the transitional living center already there? will this new park 

accommodate spillover from the facility, or be used in ways it wasn't 

designed? 

 Also, needs some relation to the deadend space between the two buildings 

(over the garage entrance) unless that is to become private space for facility 

residents. 

 Will the park be handicap accessible? 

 Please don't cram too many features into this park. The beautiful, existing 

trees speak for themselves- the number of additional plantings being 

proposed for the park should not exceed the ability of being able to maintain 

them. The youngest children in this area need places to play. This new park 

will help fill that need. Eventually some children's play features should 

perhaps be considered for Rhodeside Green as well? 

 Bravo that you are selecting public comments. One person mentioned 

adding a spray feature. Again, at the risk of boring you, a spray feature has 

not place in a small park like this one. 

 I really like the overall design concept of the park with so many natural 

features. Even though I was limited to two types of seating, I think the 

monumental stairs are also attractive. All of the pictured play elements fit 

with the natural feel of the park and seem like they would be fun. I like the 

look of the curving stone path, but it would probably also be nice to have 

some boardwalk to accommodate folks with wheelchairs, canes, and 

walkers. Thanks for getting input from the community. 

 This website does not work as well as you might hope. I could open the .pdf 

only by downloading it and then had to toggle back and forth to answer the 

questions above. 
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