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Meeting Notes 

 

Planning Commission Members in Attendance: Steve Cole, Ginger Brown, Rosemary Ciotti, Brian 

Harner, Nancy Iacomini, Erik Gutshall 

 

Meeting Agenda 

 Staff presentation 

o Review of SPRC process and progress to date 

o Realize Rosslyn Context — Implications for Rosslyn Plaza review's outstanding issues 

 Adopted framework 

 Subcommittee discussions 

o Public Open Space  

 Applicant presentation 

o Revised plan 

o Public Open Space 

 SPRC discussion 

o Confirmation of outstanding issues  

o Open spaces/ground floor uses 

 Wrap-up and next steps 

 

SPRC Discussion 

Open Space 

 It’s difficult to envision the esplanade and its purpose. Some members responded that it is a 

linking space and that its character would be similar to Long Bridge Park.  

 Two smaller parks could have the benefit of allowing two events to occur at once. However, the 

larger space is also appealing because we don’t have a similar space in Rosslyn. 

 Clarify that the applicant is including sidewalks and the buffer between the park and adjacent 

buildings in the overall open space square footage. 

 The open space needs to be the destination. The applicant has submitted a patchwork of spaces. 

They are ancillary spaces that support the buildings. If we really want to transform Rosslyn, we 

need a space that is truly going to be a destination, and it needs to go all the way from Kent 

Street to Arlington Ridge Road. Also expressed support staff’s recommended street connections; 

the applicant’s proposal acts as more of a terminus than an open door. 

 Staff’s recommended configuration provides a sense of a vista. 

 At Long Bridge Park, all of the elements are together and are visible from each other. Long 

Bridge Park is another site that is also challenged by not being central. We need contiguous and 

easily understood spaces. 

 Cannot see the vision for the esplanade since it is next to a highway and not adjacent to nature. 

Need to come to a consensus on the vision – neither open space configuration feels like a 

destination. 

 Retail will not be successful in either configuration because of the distance of the site from 

central Rosslyn. 



 Supportive of applicant’s proposal with the square on Kent Street and the esplanade without the 

street connections. Front door on Kent Street and connection to Freedom Park is appealing. Also 

like prominent connection from 18th to the proposed bridge. 

 Agree with staff’s recommended park configuration and bigger park space. This area is really 

calling for a central park. 

 Agree with staff’s recommended park configuration and some members’ desire to open it up 

even further along 18th Street (up to Kent). We should not turn our back on the river or duplicate 

plazas we have elsewhere in Rosslyn. 

 Agree with staff’s recommended park configuration and the importance of the street 

connectivity. 18th Street should have a wide view corridor, be lined with retail, and have a strong 

destination at Arlington Ridge Road. 

 If esplanade and park work well, they will be a destination and won’t need retail. However, it’s 

still difficult to envision the esplanade in this location.  

 Agree that 18th Street should have a wide view corridor and connection to the park. 

 Since the 18th Street segment between Kent and Lynn will take a long time to achieve, it’s 

important that the park be a draw in the meantime. Rocky Run Park is a good example of a small 

park that accommodates many different uses. 

 Esplanade and significant amounts of open space are important to the community; street 

connectivity is less important. 

 This project needs to signify a real change in Rosslyn. The current proposal does not offer that 

change.  

 Consider eliminating the Phase 3 building to increase the park size and improve the layout 

(understand this may be difficult due to GFA considerations).  

 It’s important to recognize the trade-offs in this plan. More open space results in less building 

space. 

 Skeptical of the open space in this location due to the context (plane noise and adjacency to I-

66). There are also no views from the open space. This is going to be a place of small local 

activities, a place to pass through.  

 The applicant noted that large open spaces can feel empty and scary. Meandering, small spaces 

supported by retail will feel better and safer and have the best chance for activating the site.  

 The proposed pedestrian/bicycle bridge would take pressure off the Lee and Lynn intersection. 

 The esplanade’s benefits will become apparent over time as more connections are made. More 

residents living nearby will help the most.  

 Planes pass over Long Bridge Park, and the park is still a popular destination. 

 

Next Steps 

 Steve Cole, SPRC Chair, asked the committee members to weigh in on whether more SPRC 

meetings are needed. Several members stated that more meetings would not be productive unless 

there were new changes to discuss, given that the major topics have already been covered. 

 The applicant, staff and SPRC Chair will further discuss next steps and keep the committee 

updated. 


