
Nelly Custis Park Scoping Meeting Agenda AHCA Voting Round 

Presenter: Shannon Clark Early, RLA, ASLA, Landscape Architect, Arlington County Department of Parks and Recreation  

• Review the proposed scope 
 

1. Correction of the existing drainage problems 
- A stormwater engineer would be contracted to address the existing run-off problem. 

This could potentially include rain gardens, underground retention facilities and 
additional plantings  
 

2. Removal of invasive species 
- Existing highly invasive bamboo would be eradicated through a multi-year process 

 
3. Improve circulation for accessibility and park use 

- Existing circulation paths would be reviewed for ADA compliance and brought up to 
code. This is a Federal requirement. No one is planning to increase the paved 
circulation in a significant way but I cannot promise a specific percentage as I will not 
know how much it is going to change until I have a site survey and the SWM 
engineer has had a chance to review the site conditions and make 
recommendations. 
 

4. Additional school age play equipment  
- Includes “natural looking” play elements for 5-12 year olds 
- Play area would be located on the east side of the park adjacent to the existing 

playground 
- We were requested not to put play features on the west side of the park so that a 

“contemplative area” could be maintained.  
- The area surrounding the existing play space is occupied by trees to be preserved 

and benches and is not sufficient to support ANY additional play equipment due to 
safety zones. 
 

5. Increased park shade with tree canopy plantings 
 

6. New site furnishings 
- Includes park signage, benches and trash/recycling receptacles  

 
• Review the cost estimate 

1. My time 
2. Construction Management 
3. Permits 
4. Engineering Consultant 
5. Construction crew 
6. All the things in the scope 
7. Site survey 

 
• Community input/discussion/questions 
• AHCA Vote 

 



Meeting Summary: 

At an October 14th meeting of the Aurora Highlands Civic Association, Department of Parks and 
Recreation and Neighborhood Conservation staff presented a revised proposed scope and concept 
plan for the Nelly Custis Park Improvement NC Project.  The Civic Association voted 57-9 in favor of 
moving forward with the revised scope. The Civic Association will send the Neighborhood 
Conservation Advisory Committee a letter re-affirming that the Civic Association supports the 
project and would like to move forward with funding consideration at the December 10 2015 NCAC 
funding round.   
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