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ARLINGTON COUNTY 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

 

 

Approved Meeting Minutes 
July 22, 2014 

 

 

Commission Members Present:  
Caroline Haynes, Chair Paul Holland   
Richard Epstein  Renee Mayo   

Elizabeth Gearin  Peter Hage    
Alonzie Scott   Bill Ross 
Conor Marshall  
 

Guests: 
Edith Wilson 
Jim Presswood, Save TJ Park.org 
Eddie Meder, Gables Residential 
Evan Pritchard, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley and Walsh 
  

County Staff: 
Jennifer Fioretti, Deputy Director, Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
Lida Aljabar, Planner, DPR 
Kimberly Haun, Management Specialist, DPR 
Diane Probus, Commission Liaison, DPR  

 

Meeting was called to order at 7:08 P.M.  

 

Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  

 The Commission approved the June 24, 2014 meeting minutes. 

 

Public Comment  

 Jim Presswood commended the Park and Recreation Commission for their work on 
promoting protection of parkland which is being considered for non-park uses by the Public 
Lands for Public Good evaluation process.   
 

Naming of Park at Gables N. Rolfe Street [Lida Aljabar]  

 Lida Aljabar provided a memorandum to the Commission which summarized the results of 
the naming process for the future public park in the Gables N. Rolf Street development.  On 
behalf of the Radnor Fort Myer Heights Civic Association (RAFOM), Lida requested that 
the Commission recommend the name “Three Oaks Park” to the County Board for the new 
park.  The name is supported by the RAFOM, the Neighborhood Conservation Advisory 
Committee and the Historical Advisory and Landmark Review Board.   

 
Commission Action:  The Commission voted to make a recommendation to the County Board for 
approval of the name “Three Oaks Park” for the new public park.  The Commission will write a 
letter to the County Board by September with the recommendation and to express the Commission’s 
support of the park plan and of the planning process. 
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Update on Farmer’s Markets [Kimberly Haun]  

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/2014/08/request-fairlington-farmers-market-update/  
 
Kimberly Haun provided updates on changes to some of the famer’s markets.   
 

 The County Board approved a use permit for a new farmer’s market at Arlington Mill.  The 
Columbia Pike Revitalization Organization (CPRO) will operate the farmers’ market at this 
location.  It may open up as early as August and CPRO is planning to start small with about 
five vendors.  The community is supportive of the new market.   

 

 The process for evaluating a new location for a farmer’s market at the Fairlington 
Community Center (“Fairlington”) is ongoing.  A report detailing the analysis and 
recommendations for the use of Fairlington for a farmers’ market will be released to the 
public in the near future. The County is undergoing a more stringent review process for this 
proposed farmer’s market to determine if it is appropriate for the site.  If it is, then the County will 
seek a Use Permit to comply with the zoning code.  The community’s biggest concern about 
having the farmer’s market at Fairlington has been traffic.   
 

 Jennifer Fioretti stated that the County looked at the farmer’s market issues for the 
Fairlington Community Center more intensely because the market would be in a less dense 
area.  Homeowners next to the park do not have dedicated parking for their condos.  There 
are a few transportation options such as bus and the bike share to get to the market.  
Typically a use permit is reviewed a year after it is issued and if parking issues were reported 
then they could be addressed at that time.     
 

Criteria for evaluating land/facilities [Caroline Haynes]  

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/public-land-site-evaluation/  
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/land-use/thomas-jefferson-site-evaluation/  
 
Caroline Haynes led the discussion about upcoming actions the County is taking with respect to the 
public land site evaluation process and the Thomas Jefferson (TJ) site evaluation led by the County’s 
Planning Division that will consider the feasibility of building a new elementary school at the TJ 
Site. 
 
Commissioners expressed concern about the fast pace of the two processes.  Very little time was 
given to comment on the Thomas Jefferson Site Evaluation Working Group Charge.  Caroline 
asked the commissioners to help her draft the points for a letter commenting on the TJ working 
group charge which she wanted to send in the next day.  The charge was going to the County Board 
on July 24, 2014 to have them consider and accept it and then the working group will begin meeting 
in September.     
Jennifer Fioretti stated that staff has been working fast on the TJ project these past few weeks and plan to be part 
of the discussion. The charge is to have a preplanning process before APS submits plans.  

 
A commissioner asked what “no-net loss of parkland” means.   
Jennifer Fioretti explained that it means that APS will try to build their new school within the existing parking 
lot.   

 

Park Zone Presentation:  Peter Hage  
Peter gave a presentation about the parks in Zone 11.  He visited each park and took pictures of 
them to share with the commission.  He provided information about Bailey's Branch Park, Lucky 
Run Park, Shirlington Park, Fort Reynolds Park, Utah Park, Wakefield School, and Barcroft Park. 

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/2014/08/request-fairlington-farmers-market-update/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/public-land-site-evaluation/
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/land-use/thomas-jefferson-site-evaluation/
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PRC Letters [Caroline Haynes] 

 PenPlace Open Space Network Concept Plan  
Caroline discussed the DPR PenPlace Open Space Network Concept Staff Report which 
included a “Base Case” construction cost table which represents a level of open space design, 
furnishings, features and materials which a developer would typically build in Arlington 
County as part of a site plan.  Caroline planned to draft and send a letter to the County 
Board before their Thursday meeting to address concerns by the Commission about the 
development of the Base Case and its policy implications.   

 

 Funding for Four Mile Run Park - Caroline proposed writing a letter to thank the County 
Board for restoring $1.1 million for design and planning for a park along Four Mile Run.   

 

 NRJAG Public Land for Public Good and NRMP Letter – The Commission approved the 
letter drafted by NRJAG to send to the County Board.    

 

 Gables and Rolfe –Bill Ross will draft a letter to the County Board to recommend a park 
name for the future park in the Gables N. Rolfe Street development.  The letter will also 
include positive comments about the park planning process and the park plan.   

 

 The Berkeley 
Caroline Haynes drafted a letter with PRC comments about the Berkeley development plan 
and sent it to Liz Birnbaum for review.  In the letter Caroline recommended to push for 
making the design more compliant with the Four Mile Run Design Guidelines.  Caroline 
encouraged commissioners to attend the SPRC meetings and to push to have the site plan 
changed to meet the design guidelines as much possible. 

 

Staff Report [Diane Probus]  

 Update on PenPlace Open Space Network Concept - Both PenPlace County Board actions 
were deferred until the recessed meeting which will be on Thursday, July 24th.   
 

 Quincy Park Playground Replacement – DPR is just starting a planning process to design a 

new playground which will have universal design project features (safety surfacing, site 

amenities, site circulation), drainage, and landscaping.  The old playground at Quincy 

Park is in need of replacement.  The project also includes full replacement of the sand 

volleyball court.   
 

 Reeves Farmhouse Project –  

Work is underway for stabilizing the foundation of the farmhouse and for identifying the 

extent of hazardous materials needed to be removed from the building. This work is the 

first step toward preserving the farmhouse as a County resource and is essential for any 

adaptive reuse of the building the County may consider in the future. 

 

John Milner Associates, Inc., was contracted to develop the design and construction 

documents which will be used for the construction phase of the stabilization project. 

 

The stabilization of the Reeves Historic Farmhouse will take approximately 13 months, 

with a start date of early July 2014. 

 July 2014 – Design 

 September 2014 – Submit design for County review 
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 Winter 2014/2015 – Construction bid/contractor selection 

 Winter 2015 – Construction start 

 Summer 2015 – Construction completion 

 

The County Board has a limited budget available for the project ($500,000) and gave 

staff guidance to utilize the available funds to undertake the critical work necessary to 

stabilize the house. 
 

 PRC Project Matrix – Diane provided an updated matrix listing all the projects and their 
status which the Park Development Division is doing.   

 

Commission Member Reports   

 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein/Scott) 

 Community Canine Areas [Ashley Robertson] 

 Courthouse Square Planning Study [Bill Ross] 
o Courthouse Square Planning Study -- The workgroup continued to meet on overall design principles 

and building sizes and locations.  A large open space is currently being considered--although debate 
about the utility, role of the Soldier and Memorial trees, continue.   A final public workshop will be 
held on July 23rd.  

 Economic Analysis of Value of Parks (Ross/Gearin/Scott) 
o Proposing to send a letter to DPR to ask them to do the economic analysis of the value of parks.  

Alonzie would like staff to take charge of doing the study.   

o Caroline suggested that this topic could be addressed in the Public Spaces Master Plan update. 

 Four Mile Run [Ashley Robertson/Peter Hage] 
o Peter had no report.  The Commission is happy about the restored Four Mile Run Park funding in 

the recent CIP. 

 Grants/Awards Committee  
-- Bill Thomas Award Update (Gearin/Mayo) 
-- Park Enhancement Grants (PEG) 

 Land Acquisition and Preservation Policy [Holland / Epstein / Scott] 
o Ask Lisa Grandle to come to a Commission meeting to talk about land acquisition and what 

property is purchased with bond funds.   

 Lee Highway President’s Group (Paul Holland/Peter Hage) 

 Long Bridge Park [Alonzie Scott] 
o Alonzie Scott did not have a report but suggested that Erik Beach provide an update to the 

commission on the play area project.   

 Natural Resources (NRJAG) [Haynes/ Gearin/ Hage] 
o Mary Van Dyke and Alan Ford provided a presentation on the Plant NoVA Natives social 

marketing campaign to encourage property owners to ask for and purchase native plants and to 
encourage the nursery industry to offer more native plants to the public.  This is a regional effort 

modeled on a very successful program on the Eastern shore of VA. 

o  In light of some of the sites identified for potential development in the “Public Land for Public 
Good” discussion, NRJAG members agreed to urge the respective member commissions to support 
signing the attached letter reaffirming Recommendation #1 of the Natural Resources Management 
Plan to have a zero loss of existing natural lands (previously circulated but attached again). 
 

 PenPlace (Bill Ross) 
o PenPlace -- The Commission sent a letter of approval for the public design process for the proposed 

open space.  The County Board deferred the consideration of this item until their recessed meeting 
this Thursday.  
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 Public Facilities Review Committee [Elizabeth Gearin] 

 Rosslyn Sector Plan Update [Paul Holland] 

 Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study [Paul Holland] 

 Site Plan Review:  
- The Berkeley (Ashley Robertson) 

 - Gables N. Rolfe St [Bill Ross] 
o Gables N. Rolfe -- The SPRC met on July 17 for its final meeting before the plan goes to the 

Planning Commission.  In its most recent design, the landscape architect had taken into account 
some comments concerning the county park transition to the private plaza area and for a separate 
picnic area.   
 

 Sports Commission Liaison [Ken Bass] 

 Urban Agriculture [Rene Mayo] 

 Urban Forestry Commission [Caroline Haynes] 
o Scott McPartlin and Aaron Wohler provided an update on the design details of Mosaic 

Park.  Previous comments from UFC resulted in 64 additional trees being added to the design.     
o County Forester Vincent Verweij recounted his ongoing discussions with VA Dept. of 

Transportation, specifically focusing on the number of trees that VDOT cut down during the recent 
road projects and the creation of the “buttes” at Rte. 50 and Washington Blvd.   There was 
widespread concern that VDOT has not followed its own policies in working with local 
communities. 

 Future Business and Up Coming Meetings  

August 26 Meeting:  

 Walking tour of the Jeannie Dean Park proposed master plan area    
Time: 7:00 – 9:00 PM   

Meeting Location:  3630 27th St. S (Parking lot for Jennie Dean Park) 
 

September Meeting: 

 Revised SPRC pre-meeting process 


