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ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

 

 

Approved Meeting Minutes 
September 23, 2014 

 
 
Commission Members Present:  
Paul Holland, Acting Chair Richard Epstein    
Elizabeth Gearin  Peter Hage    
Ashley Robertson  Bill Ross 
Conor Marshall   Ken Bass 
Edie Wilson  
 
Guests: 
Steve Cole, Planning Commission 
Matt Allman, Walsh Colucci  
Lane Erwin, Field to Table, Inc. 
Chips Johnson 
 
County Staff: 
Jennifer Fioretti, Deputy Director, Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
Kimberly Haun, DPR 
Jason Beske, Community Planning and Housing Department 
Erik Beach, DPR 
Diane Probus, Commission Liaison, DPR  
 
Paul Holland called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 The Commission approved the June 24, 2014 revised minutes, July 22, 2014, and August 

26, 2014 meeting minutes.   
 
Public Comment  
 Rick Epstein spoke on behalf of the Arlington Parks Coalition.  The Coalition represents the 

interests of several Arlington organizations recently formed to protect parkland from 
redevelopment for non-park facilities.  Rick stated that the Coalition lobbied for the extension of 
the public comment period on the County’s guidelines for the "Public Land for Public Good" site 
selection document.  The deadline for public comment has been extended to October 31.  
http://www.arlingtonparkscoalition.org/  
 
Commission Comments:   
 The Commission decided to review a draft of Commission comments at the October meeting 

which can be submitted by the October 31 deadline.   
 Commissioners were encouraged to send in individual comments also. 

 
 

http://www.arlingtonparkscoalition.org/
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Envision Courthouse Square - Planning and Urban Design Study [Kris Krider and Jason 
Beske] http://sites.arlingtonva.us/courthouse/  
Jason updated the Commission on the Courthouse Planning and Urban Design Study and showed 
images of the concept which will be vetted with Advisory Groups and civic associations at their 
meetings through November.     
 
Jason’s presentation provided an introduction to the project, the public process, public input results 
and on the types, locations and potential program for the open spaces of the proposed Courthouse 
Square plan.  There will be about 2.3 acres of open space located throughout three sub-areas of the 
study area, but the largest of the open spaces will be the square which will be approximately 2 
acres.  Staff is proposing a use at the south end of the square which will frame the open space and 
provide an activity node.   
 
Staff will come back to the Commission to present further details about the proposed plan next year 
when the plan documents are substantially drafted to get more solid input.   
 
Bill Ross opened the comment period by stating that there is consensus on having a large open 
space and on the location of the trees.  He said that the culture/market/civic building discussion 
has not been pinned down yet on what to have there. Dashed lines indicate there is not a definite 
decision on that area. 

 
Other Commission Comments/Questions: 

 Parks and transportation go hand-in-hand, which was evident in the presentation. 
 Great traffic calming. 
 Reduce reliance on automobiles. 
 The heart of the area is the judicial building and there is a need to have good parking 

available since not everyone can use public transportation to get there.   
 A performance space for the Cultural/Civic/Market (CCM) area may be closed off a lot of the 

time, less egalitarian, take a lot of space. 
 Likes an open air flexible space. 
 Parking critical to the success of the market. 
 Music is important, allow concerts in the CCM zone…something with culture. 
 Flexible, dancing, multi-use facility…with a stage (temporary or permanent) would be a 

good idea. 
 Use for school events. 
 CHS similar to Post Office Square w/ tall buildings surrounding it. 
 Consider lighting and trees 
 Wants to see more types of vendors. San Francisco wharf 139 has a number of vendors 

offering varieties of food.  
 Less in favor of a closed market which is more restrictive.  Have an area that you can always 

convert for music events. 
 
Paul asked what the Commission can do at this point.   
Jason responded that the Commission can send comments now to the County Board about the draft 
concepts or wait until later when the plan is more developed.  Jason thought it would be better though 
to send the comments soon so that the Commission can help shape the final concept.  Diane can also 
facilitate more discussion on the concept and send the Commission’s comments to the planning team.      
 
Site Plan Review Committee Process Changes [Steve Cole] 
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/sprc/working-group/  

http://sites.arlingtonva.us/courthouse/
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/planning-commission/sprc/working-group/
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Steve Cole explained the purpose of the review process for site plans.  It is a public forum for 
providing input on the plan but not a decision making forum.  The Site Plan Review Committee 
(SPRC) was formed over 40 years ago.  Currently, the review process itself is under review and a 
Site Plan Review Working Group has been meeting to develop recommendations for changes to the 
process.  They have included stakeholders in their meetings to get their input on improving the 
process.  The Working Group will make recommendations to the Commission, the County Manager 
and the County Board, as appropriate, for improvements to the current process.   
 
Changes proposed by the working group include:    

 Streamlined review process for site plans which are straight forward.  
 Changes to the committee membership:   

 Divide commissions into two categories standing members and participate in the process 
when they are interested in a plan. 

 Transportation and PRC will be standing commissions on the SPRC.  
 Reducing the number of “At-Large” seats to 3 seats.  
 Provide up to three seats for former Planning Commissioners 

 Changing the agenda of the meetings so that it starts with an urban design review to look at 
the area further around the development. Then go to the micro design issues in the 
development area. 

 Adding a focus on sustainability in the agenda. 
 Wrap up discussion with community benefit discussion. Have the residents express what 

they think will help to address the impact of the development. Staff can brief the SPRC on 
what they are focused on for community benefits.  

 
Steve provided guidance to the Commission on what they should do to participate effectively in the 
site plan review process.  He suggested that the Commission time their consideration of site plan 
proposals so that they can be considered during the SPRC process.  The SPRC would like to 
understand the position of the Commission in regard to open space in the development but to hold 
off on what they are asking for from the developers.  The SPRC would like to balance the requests 
for community benefits.     
 
Steve suggested that Commission consider whether the Park and Recreation Commission has 
enough members to cover all the site plan reviews.  The Commission may have a need for more 
members. 
 
Commission Comments/Question: 

 Can the Commission rotate members of the standing seat for the Park and Recreation 
Commission? Steve responded yes.  

 Can the Commission rotate by project?   
Steve responded yes.  It is preferable to have one member per project.  For each project you can 
expect to have about one SPRC meeting a month.  The average is four meetings per project and 
the meetings usually last 90 minutes.  

 Commissioners requested that the online schedule be updated earlier so they can make 
plans to attend and that they are informed about new site plans as early as possible to 
organize coverage of the site plan.   
Steve responded that staff needs to let you know as soon as a plan is accepted.  That is the 
earliest time that staff can provide any information.   

 Are there tools to help bring people up to speed on the review process?  
Steve responded that there is an online operating guide for the current process and that the  
neighborhood college will incorporate a session on it also. 
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 How do you balance the voices of the standing members and the other members for 
community benefit discussion? 
Steve responded that the community benefit discussion at SPRC is only a discussion and the 
comments are funneled to county staff for consideration.  The final decision is made by the 
County Manager. The Planning Commission reviews the County Manager's recommendation 
and can decide to agree, disagree or recommend changes. 

 Is there potential to have multiple neighborhoods at the table?  
Steve responded yes, there is consideration of what surrounding neighborhoods should be 
represented. 

 What is the role of this process to double check that we are not losing affordable housing?  
Steve responded that the SPRC does focus on affordable housing.  

 Commissioners requested staff to inform them early on when new site plans are submitted 
to the County and to provide a summary of open space issues for the site plans. 
Erik responded that the planners are working on a system to improve staff guidance on the 
site plans and to facilitate better communication.   

 
Farmer's Market Report Update [Kim Haun]  
http://parks.arlingtonva.us/2014/08/request-fairlington-farmers-market-update/  
Kim Haun reported to the Commission that a Special Use Permit request, from Field to 
Table Inc. to operate a farmer’s market at Fairlington Community Center had been put on 
hold to allow the Department of Parks and Recreation to evaluate the appropriateness of a 
market at the park.   The evaluation of the park was completed this past summer and 
released to the public.  The report, Evaluation of the Appropriateness of a Farmers’ Market 
on Open Space Adjacent to Fairlington Community Center, reviewed a number of criteria 
such as facility uses and users, neighborhood context, parking, transportation access, 
zoning regulations, the General Land Use Plan (GLUP), and other applicable County 
policies and plans.  The evaluation included two public meetings and a survey to provide 
the County with comments and concerns from the surrounding community who would be 
impacted by the market. 
 
The evaluation resulted in the County’s determination that the Fairlington Community 
Center is an appropriate location for a farmer’s market.  Based on the findings of the 
evaluation, the Director of the Department of Parks and Recreation provided a letter to 
the Special Use Permit applicant, Field to Table Inc., consenting to the use of the 
community center site for a farmer’s market.   The Fairlington Civic Association also wrote 
a letter of support for the market. 
 
Field to Table Inc. is submitting a Special Use Permit application to the County Board at 
their October meeting, Their application includes details on the management of the 
farmer’s market at the park and will be evaluated separately before it is approved by the 
County.          
 
Commission Comments/Questions: 

 Did the County find any big negatives during the evaluation? 
Kim responded that there were no deal breakers.  Parking was considered an issue but likely a 
portion of shoppers will walk or bike to site.  
Kim requested the Commission to send a letter of support for the Fairlington farmer’s 
market when the Use Permit for Field to Table goes to the County Board.  

 
Commission Action: 

 The Commission agreed to send a letter to the County Board supporting the County 
recommendation for a farmer’s market at Fairlington Community Center.   

http://parks.arlingtonva.us/2014/08/request-fairlington-farmers-market-update/
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PRC Letters 

 Gables N. Rolfe Street Park plan and process – The Commission reviewed the letter and 
approved sending it to the County Board after one revision is made 

 
Staff Report [Diane Probus]  

 The McCoy Park planning will be starting soon.   Staff will work with the community to 
determine what improvements to make to the park with funds from the Bergmann’s site 
plan contribution.     

 There is some interest by Commissioners to reconsider the day of the month which they 
meet.  The fourth Tuesday conflicts with some of the County Board recessed meetings and 
some commissioners have a conflict with other committee meetings which are on the same 
night.   
 

Commission Comments/Questions: 

 Commissioners suggested that staff send out a doodle poll to find out if another meeting 
night would work.  There was concern on how the Commission would be able to provide 
timely comments about site plans.    
 

Commission Member Reports    
 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein/Scott) 

 The budget will be discussed next month. 
 Courthouse Square Planning Study [Bill Ross]  

 The group continues to meet, in an attempt to reach some type of consensus or agreement 
on the concepts to forward to the County Board in September.  

 Economic Analysis of Value of Parks (Ross/Gearin/Scott)   
 Bill updated his analysis to incorporate a slightly lower Open Space acreage into 

hypothetical estimates of the benefits of parks.  
 Four Mile Run [Ashley Robertson/Peter Hage] 
 Grants/Awards Committee  

-- Bill Thomas Award Update (Gearin/Mayo) 
 The process schedule is set and Renee may take the lead on the award process. 
-- Park Enhancement Grants (PEG) 

 Land Acquisition and Preservation Policy [Holland / Epstein / Scott] 
 Lee Highway President’s Group (Paul Holland/Peter Hage) 
 Long Bridge Park [Alonzie Scott] 

 The committee is focused on the 2024 Olympic bid and the possibility of renewed interest 
in the planned aquatics center. 

 Natural Resources (NRJAG) [Haynes/ Gearin/ Hage] 
 Mary McCutcheon spoke at their last meeting.   

 Public Facilities Review Committee [Elizabeth Gearin] 
 Elizabeth is now on the TJ Working Group which is evaluating the proposed addition of an 

elementary school on the grounds.  She participated in the recent tour of TJ.    
 Rosslyn Sector Plan Update [Paul Holland] 
 Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study [Paul Holland] 

 Paul reported that there is a significant increase in school children in this area.  He will 
attend a WRAPS meeting the following night.   

 Site Plan Review:  
- Wendy’s Site 2025 Clarendon (Bill Ross) 

 - The Berkeley (Ashley Robertson) 
 - Gables N. Rolfe St [Bill Ross] 
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 Bill drafted a letter regarding the park planning process and naming of the new park in 
this development. 

 Sports Commission Liaison [Ken Bass] 
 Urban Agriculture [Rene Mayo] 
 Urban Forestry Commission [Caroline Haynes] 

 
Future Meetings: 

 A Commissioner suggested that at the October meeting that staff provide a report on the 
Four Mile Run invasive control plant project. 

 


