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ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

 

Approved Meeting Minutes 
January 19, 2016 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Caroline Haynes, Chair                Katie Elmore                                                                             
Bill Ross                                           Andrea Walker 

Thomas Crawley                           Alonzie Scott 
Cindy Krech                                    Renee Mayo      

Conor Marshall   Jim Meikle  
 
Guests: 
David Orr, Orr Partners  
Ryan Orr, Orr Partners 
Brian Earle. KGB Architecture  
Don Hoover, Oculus  
 
County Staff:  
Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
Jennifer Fioretti, Deputy County Director, DPR 

Scott McPartlin, Principal Planner, DPR  
Tom Hutchings, Transportation Planner, Department of Environmental Services 

Diane Probus, Staff Liaison, DPR 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 The Commission deferred approval of December 15, 2015 minutes to the February 16 meeting.     
 
Public Comment: None  
 
Columbia Pike Village Center Square Concept [Matt Mattauszek]  
Matt Mattauszek provided an update to the Commission on the Village Center Square concept design for 950 S. 

George Mason Drive.  Key points he made in his presentation include: 
   
 The new development is a mixed use building and will include residential units, a grocery store 

and space for other retail.  
 A Metro bus stop will be moved further up George Mason Street to where the site and street grade 

meet.  The developer could not place the bus stop closer to the corner because of the sharp slope 
difference between the site and the street.    

 The Advisory Working Group requested a greener square at this site than Penrose Square.  The 
concept for the site, because of the grade change as you head towards George Mason Drive and 
Columbia Pike, was to place the open space like a porch to the retail area and building.  The grade 
of the square is above the street level.   

 A key condition for the retail was to make sure it would be visible from the streets so that it could 
succeed. 

 Don Hoover described the square design and its features.  In the square there will be a mix of 
movable seating, fixed seating, a linear water feature which tumbles down along slope next to the 
stairs, gardens and raised walkways through the garden.  Three spaces will be open within the 
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garden to provide space for people to sit or for organized activities. Fixed boulder seats will be 
included in the garden.  The garden trails will have stone dust surface.    

 Mr. Hoover said that there is a desire to make the garden a destination spot.  The plantings will 
include grasses, perennials for color and accent, native plants and shrubbery with winter berries.  
The garden will be similar to the Laurie garden in Millennial Park. 

 The square will be maintained and operated by the property owner. 
 Activities in the square could include outdoor classrooms, relaxing, dance classes, informal music, 

art cafe dining, chess games and other opportunities.  It is not designed to be an event space like 
Penrose Square.   

 Kendra Haste, a contemporary sculpture artist commissioned to provide public art for this project, 
is designing art pieces for the square.  Ms. Haste has developed the concept, "A Bear in the Garden" 
for the square.   

 
Commission Questions/Comments:  
 What type of material are you planning to use for the raised walkways? 

Response (Don Hoover): They will look at using either IPE or black locust wood. 
 Will the park have lighting so people can enjoy it in the evening?  

Response (Don Hoover):  Yes, they are working on the lighting design.  
 Please make sure there are power outlets where the market tents will go.  
 What about maintenance of the site? It looks like a difficult place to maintain. 

Response (Matt Mattauszek):  The developer will retain ownership of the square and will maintain it. 
The square will be over a parking garage.  The County will include detailed maintenance 
requirements as part of the use permit.     

 The garden will be approximately 60' by 100' in size.   
 Does the square footage for the public square include the cafe seating area?  There was discussion 

with Rosslyn Plaza about this issue and for this site plan the cafe seating was not included as part 
of the public open space. 
Response (David Orr):  Should the seating be private area and not included as part of public open 
space? 

 That is a question for staff.   
 What are the implications if the café seating area is private rather than public open space? 

Response (Matt Mattauszek): If private, then you have to purchase something to use the cafe seating. 
 Does From Based Code address the difference? 

Response (Matt Mattauszek): The applicant has to meet the requirements for the retail space and 
have the buffer and other street scape design.  The actual public open space is 22,150 SF.   

  When you design the garden will you consider using pollinator plants such as milkweed?   
Response (Don Hoover):  I have not fully design the garden yet, but they do want to have pollinator 
species in the garden.   

 Is the bus stop location an issue with the community living there? 
Response (Matt): Some of the decision was based on transit guidance.  It is not feasible to have the bus 
stop closer to the intersection. 

 What are next steps for this type of development? 
Response (Matt Mattauszek) – There is a meeting on Thursday night with the Site Plan Review 
Committee to review the three modifications requested as part of the development and the 
developer’s proposed solution to each modification.  The SPRC will weigh in on the solutions and 
whether they think they are appropriate.  Next week a community meeting is scheduled to get input 
on the development plan.  We expect to take the plan to the Planning Commission and County Board 
in February 

 Response (David Orr): We want to have a green oasis amid the asphalt and cement of the area. The 
public art piece was important to attract people to the site.   

 
Review PRC Work Plan for 2016 [Caroline Haynes]    
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 Elizabeth Gearin has been appointed to the Planning Commission, so we will need coverage on 
PFRC.   

 More Commission members are needed to cover site plans.   
 What other school planning is going on? 

Response (Scott): The TJ Elementary School planning process will be starting again soon.  A 
substantial amount of planning was done last year so they do not have to start at the beginning. 

 What is going on with Wilson School planning? There has not been a meeting in a few months.   
 Swanson School trailer impact will be minimal. At Williamsburg they are trying to avoid putting 

trailers on the field.  APS will have 18 classrooms in trailers there.  All Commissioners need to stay 
engaged in the community facilities study process.   

 Caroline will draft a letter and send the work plan to the County Board. 
 Additional comments were solicited on the annual report. 
 
"We Are DPR" Presentation [Jane Rudolph and Jennifer Fioretti]   
Jane and Jennifer presented “We Are DPR” to the Commission.  The presentation was given to the 
County Board in November as part of  a long range review process and provides information about the 
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR), the County’s recreational resources and what DPR 
envisions.  Below are highlights of the presentation:    
 

 The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) promotes wellness and vitality through dynamic 
programs and attractive public spaces.  

 The department serves a diverse population.  Current population is 216,700 residents and 
demographic studies show that the population is skewing younger, more people are aging in place 
and there are more multifamily apartments and condos.      

 Arlington has 9.5 acres of open space: 1,000 residents.  This figure includes Arlington Public 
School, regional and federal lands.  NRPA recommends 10 acres: 1,000. 

 There are a range of differences between the community centers, one of which is size. As a result, 
programming and use will vary accordingly.   

 The County has an increasing enrollment in sports programs.   
 Just 10 years ago the County’s open spaces had 43% tree canopy coverage and that has decreased 

to the current level of 40%.  Studies show that more trees on a property increase its value and that 
trees benefit people and the environment in many ways.    

 Studies have shown that being located 1/10th of a mile near open space adds between five and ten 
percent to the total value of a home, in both high and low income communities.  

 Special events which DPR manages bring in profits for the County. They use County resources but 
also generate more spending within the community. 

 Presentation highlights six successful DPR projects.  One example referenced is Shirlington Dog 
Park is well used as indicated by the large amount of waste bags are used there.   Some businesses 
have opened near the park because of its popularity.   

 ICMA’s Alliance for Innovation identified four future forces that will act as agents of mega-change: 
1) Resources; 2) Technology; 3) Demographics; and 4) Governance.  These forces will impact how 
citizens act, engage and react to each other and their government.  Presentation gives examples of 
how DPR is preparing to respond to these forces. 

 Resources: DPR is looking at opportunities to go vertical to provide needed recreational 
facilities.  Maggie Daley Park is an example of a huge park which has many vertical elements and 
was built over a garage. There is a skate track around the playground. 

 To provide additional agricultural space the County is looking at the tops of buildings within urban 
areas of the County.   

 Technology: DPR will explore new uses of technology to transform parks.  DPR is looking at ways 
to connect to people and to promote programs and the parks. 

http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/6/2015/09/We-are-DPR_PartI.pdf
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 Demographics: DPR will incorporate new approaches for creative place making to build urban 
open spaces which “pack-a-punch.” 

 Jane would like to see urban beaches and is hoping to see creative ideas like that in Courthouse 
Square.   

 Governance: Partnerships are important for enhancing the County’s open spaces.  The Union 
Square BID is a good example of how public/private partnerships can enliven urban open spaces. 
DPR needs to build more partnerships like these.     

 DPR is looking at alternative ways to engage with people which are more fun and easier for people 
to attend.  DPR needs to go out to where people gather to get input for planning.  See the list of 
public forums DPR has planned for POPS: A Plan for our Places and Spaces.  Meetings will be held 
in a variety of places in the county, including a Friday evening event at a bar in Clarendon.  
 

Questions/Comments  
 Is the logo on the presentation a new logo for DPR? 

Response (Jane):  No that is not a new logo for DPR, although we are considering updating the 
department logo from the 1990's.   

 The acreage of the National Cemetery is excluded from open space calculation. 
Response (Jane):  The national standard does not include cemeteries as they tend to skew the 
calculations of usable open space. 

 Can DPR presentation be placed up front on the County website?  
Response (Jane) The County Manager’s Office makes the determination as to where to post the 
presentation. The presentation was part of a larger series of department presentations given to the 
Board in November 2015. 

 I would like a version of the presentation to share with others.   
Response (Jennifer):  It is quite a large file which is hard to download.  If we convert the presentation 
to PowerPoint then it is very static.  If you are interested in obtaining the original version please 
contact me directly to work out the logistics. 

 Response (Jane):  If you would like to see an inventory of DPR facilities then look at the Community 
Facilities Study Final Report which is a good resource.   

 
Environmental Services Clarendon Circle Improvements Project [Tom Hutchings] 
Tom returned to the Commission to finish his presentation from the December meeting.  He provided 
additional details on the planned street and sidewalk improvements for the Clarendon Circle site.    
 They are looking for more sites to plant trees as part of this project and have found additional 

space for trees.   
 The project includes improvements for the pedestrian and bike routes in the Northside Social area. 
 One of the goals of the project is to separate the bikes from cars.  To meet that goal DES redesigned 

the configuration of the sidewalks and paths around the circle.  It was hard to figure out options to 
get them through the site for east bound traffic.  They looked at many options and decided to have 
the path go through the open space for a short distance to provide bicyclists a safer route to head 
east across the intersection. 

 How will the west bound bicyclists cross through the intersection? 
Response (Tom):  The west bound bike traffic has a dedicated on street bike lane with a 2’ striped 
buffer.   

 Will the linear area after the slip lane is closed be non-vehicular?    
Response (Tom):  He is not sure.  A possibility is to continue to have parking at this site but to have the 
option to close the street for special events.  The slip lane closure was not included in his project 
because there is significant work to be done to cleaning up the circle area.  DES did not want to add 
the slip land closure into the work scope for this project.  There will be a number of opportunities to 
include that work in a future project as well as it could be included with the redevelopment of the 
church property. 

 Can you clarify that the New England Furniture is coming down? 

http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/community-facilities-study/updates/
http://commissions.arlingtonva.us/community-facilities-study/updates/
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Response (Tom):  Yes, the developer was able to purchase the property.  It was a last minute action 
before the site plan was approved. 

 Protests were made against having the access road through the new open space which was gained 
through the Red Top Cab site plan, but the residents of the townhouse development wanted to 
have the access road.   

 When will the planning process start for the small open space? Shouldn’t it start soon? 
Response (Diane):  Not sure when there will be a planning process for the open space.  The open space 
development is connected to the 13th Street realignment and the open space will initially be open 
lawn.   

 What is the budget for the transportation improvements? 
Response (Tom): He showed the commission the budget for the components of the project. 

 Isn't it time for an update of the project matrix?  
Response (Caroline) - Yes 

 
PRC Letters to Board  

 PRC Annual Report 
 Rosslyn Plaza  

Two letters which need to be written:   
 Rosslyn Highlands Park + (Katie will draft it) 
 Caroline would like to draft a letter to address the issue of parkland being taken for other 

uses.  She would like the Park and Recreation Commission to be on the record for their 
position. 
 

Commission Questions/Comments  
 Have there been some dollar values to use to show the cost of loss of land?   

 
Commission Member Reports  

 APS (Jim Meikle/Pam Silberstein) 
 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein/Scott) 
 Columbia Pike Village Center (Renee Mayo) 
 Crystal City Review Commission (Alonzie Scott) 

 Alonzie needs a commissioner to back him up for CCCRC meetings because of his busy 
schedule.   

 Four Mile Run [Edie Wilson] 
 Four Mile Run -- On January 10, PRC participated in a community walking tour of the 4-Mile 

Run/Shirlington Crescent area.  The walk, which started at Jennie Dean Park, was attended by 
several board members, county managers, advisory group members, business people, and 
neighbors.  On the tour, neighbors serving as guides presented a history of the area, concerns, 
and proposals for future improvement and development.  

 Bill reported that he participated in a tour of Jennie Dean and Four Mile Run area which was 
organized by a community group.   

 Bill reported that there is a County discussion on removing the Art buses from the park parcel 
which is currently parked with Art buses.   

 Grants/Awards Committee  
-- Bill Thomas Award (Mayo/Marshall) 
 Bill Thomas award selection of nomination review panel.  
 No nominations have been received yet. 

-- Park Enhancement Grants (PEG)  
 Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech) 

 There is a community meeting on February 6th from 10am – 1pm.  Cindy plans to attend it. 
 Long Bridge Park [Alonzie Scott/ Bill Ross] 
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 The working group met to review a presentation from DPR on the county's cost recovery 
program and the estimated annual costs and revenues for several County recreation and 
swimming facilities (Thomas Jefferson, Barcroft, Arlington Mill, APS pools).  The results 
showed that net subsidies vary widely according to the programming sponsored at those 
locations.  The working group received an update on some of the promising sponsorship and 
partnership connections that are being pursued.   Finally, we discussed the groups next steps 
including making draft initial proposals for a position paper to be submitted to the County 
Manager. The working group may ask that its mandate be extended for a month or so.   

 Lubber Run Community Center (Rick Epstein) 
 Rick will work to update the commission on the progress of Lubber Run planning. 
 Scott – staff is waiting to hear direction from the County Board on whether APS classroom 

space in the center will be included in the new community center.   
 Jim – He is not sure that the space APS is considering is that big.  
 Scott – APS is talking about a range of sizes for the space. There has not been an agreement 

yet on the amount of space APS would like to have for their programming.  Staff is ready to 
go on the planning once the decision is made. 

 Natural Resources (NRJAG) [Haynes/ Crawley] 
 The group did not meet last month. 

 Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) [Jim Feaster] 
 Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) [Elmore/TBD] 
 Public Spaces Master Plan Update/A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) (Haynes) 

 Commission members are encouraged to assist with the first round of POPS public 
outreach events scheduled for February 4-6.  Caroline will circulate a sign up sheet.  

 Site Plan Review: 
-      2000 Clarendon Boulevard  
- Rosslyn Plaza PDSP [Elmore/Ross]  
- 750 N Glebe (Mazda Site) (Haynes) 
- The Berkley (Haynes):  There is an upcoming Chesapeake Bay Ordinance Review 

Committee meeting for this site plan because it is in the RPA. 
 Sports Commission [Steve Finn] 

 In December, the Sports Commission (ASC) discussed internal structure and openings for 
membership.  The ASC wants to get out the word on openings to increase representation of 
diverse interests in the County.  On two matters, the ASC decided to seek further 
information.  The first is the County's initiative on the Skate Park.  The ASC wanted more 
information on designs.  The second, is a letter from the various sports leagues on a proposal 
to encourage multi-use of fields.  The chair of the ASC also briefed the PSMP and encouraged 
participation by ASC members and various leagues and programs.   

 There will be a presentation in early February on the County's Field Allocation Study.  This is 
a study presently being conducted by a consultant group on how to allocate fields more 
efficiently in the County.  The consultants will be in Arlington in early February to provide an 
update on their work.   

 There was a discussion regarding the Williamsburg field lights working group and how the 
ASC can best support those efforts and the leagues and programs that are concerned. 

 Rosslyn Highlands Parks + [Elmore/Haynes]  
 Urban Agriculture [Renee Mayo] 
 Urban Forestry Commission [Caroline Haynes] 

 The commission has not met since our last PRC meeting.   
 Williamsburg Field Lighting Working Group (Bill Ross/Steve Finn) 

 The group continues to gather information and to collect studies.  It has been suggested that 
the group may have to extend its work past the late spring date originally proposed.   

 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:30   


