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 ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

 

Approved Meeting Minutes 
January 27, 2015 

 
 
Commission Members Present:  
Caroline Haynes, Chair  Elizabeth Gearin   
Paul Holland   Conor Marshall 
Edie Wilson   Renee Mayo 
Ken Bass   Eric Rosner 
Bill Ross   Ashley Robertson 
 
Guests:  
Thomas Crawley 
Jim Feaster, Member, Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) 
Jim Meikle, Director of Maintenance Services, Arlington Public School and Urban Forestry 
Commissioner Member 
 
County Staff:  
Erik Beach, Principal Planner, Department of Park and Recreation (DPR) 
Diane Probus, Commission Liaison  
 
Caroline called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes 

 The Commission approved the November and December 2014 minutes  
 The Commission discussed the proposed 2015 monthly meeting schedule.  Caroline drafted  

a modified meeting schedule with meetings on either the third or fourth Tuesday of the 
month so that the Commission meeting would not conflict with as many recessed County 
Board meetings.  The schedule also avoids holiday weeks at the end of the year.   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Commission Action:  The Commission approved the 2015 meeting schedule with meetings 
scheduled for either the third or fourth Tuesday of each month.       

 
Public Comment:  None 

2015 Park and Recreation Commission Meeting Schedule  
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Kurt Louis’ Introduction to Commission 
 Caroline introduced Kurt Louis who was recently promoted to Division Chief of Parks and 

Natural Resources (PNR) in the Department of Parks and Recreation.  
 Kurt began work with Arlington County as a temporary employee in the Department of 

Public Works while still in college. He joined the Parks Department in 1989, where he 
started as a park maintenance worker with the Natural Resources Division. He has spent the 
last 13 years as a Park Service Area Manager.  The majority of his 25 years with Arlington 
has been with Parks, except for a year in DES as acting Solid Waste Bureau Chief. 

 
Commission Comments/Questions:  

 When will Jennie Dean planning start?  
Kurt responded that the planning start time may be pushed back from 2015. 

 Explain the different divisions in PNR? 
Kurt provided a description of the divisions in PNR and their functions. 

 Who manages the majority of APS fields? 
Kurt: Most athletic fields at the schools are managed by PNR because they are used by 
community teams after schools hours.     

 Maintenance budget cuts have been deep.  How do you deal with that?   
Kurt: We try to be creative.  DPR is just just starting to recover from budget cuts from 5 years 
back.  PNR has gotten another position back.  As new parks and facilities come online it does 
strain  the maintenance budget. 

 
2015 Work Plan [Caroline]  

 Caroline asked for comments on the draft 2015 Work Plan which was circulated for review.  
 
Commission Comments/Questions: 

 How are we going to fit in the communication of PRC effort to citizens? 
 Jennie Dean Park really needs to be part of the scope. 

 
Commission Action:  The Commission  accepted the 2015 Work Plan.  Caroline will draft a letter to 
the Board summarizing the work plan and circulate for comments before sending. 
 
Mary Carlin Woods at Bluemont Park Naming Request [Caroline]  
Caroline informed the Commissioners that the Bluemont Civic Association (BCA) had completed the 
required Arlington County Policy for Naming and Renaming of County Facilities and Parks  
process and had received letters of support for their request from the NCAC and the Historic 
Advisory and Landmark Review Board.  Caroline suggested that the county update the maps they 
are using because members of the BCA had noticed discrepancies in the map staff provided and the 
actual street configuration.   
 
Commission Action: 
The Commission approved the recommendation for renaming the wooded parcel to Mary Carlin 
Woods at Bluemont Park and to present the recommendation to the County Board for action.     
 
Introduction of Jim Feaster and Jim Meikle [Caroline] 
Caroline took a moment to introduce Jim Meikle and Jim Feaster who attended the Commission 
meeting.  

 Jim Meikle has been in charge of APS facilities maintenance for six years and is also a 
member of the Urban Forestry Commission.  

 Jim Feaster is the Ashton Heights representative for the Neighborhood  
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Caroline made the recommendation to the Commission to appoint Jim Feaster as the ex officio 
representative from NCAC and Jim Miekle, or his designee, as ex officio representative from 
Arlington Public Schools to the Park and Recreation Commission.  Action on this recommendation 
will be taken at the next PRC meeting. 
  
West Arlington County Parks - Zone 3 Presentation [Bill Ross] appoint  
Bill Ross presented pictures and information about the county parks within Park Zone 3.  Bill had a 
comments and observations which he shared with the Commission: 

 Bill showed the access points, the playground and the open space in Parkhurst Park first. 
 He noted that in Westover Park the field was very worn and all dirt and that it needed 

renovation.  There is erosion along Mile Run.   
 Bill showed pictures of Dominion Hills, Madison Manor and Swanson Park.   
 Bill liked the open lawn at Big Walnut Park but wondered how people could be invited into 

that area of the park more effectively?  He noted a temporary fence placed there that 
borders the park along Harrison Street.  Other commissioners said that it was installed by 
neighbors because DPR did not install a fence as part of the playground renovation.  Bill also 
noted that  some of the planters appeared weedy.   

 Bill showed pictures of a small, median park called 21st St. North and North Potomac St. 
Park.   

 Bill showed the Commission another open space in his area which he said would make a 
nice park. It is called Highland Park on Google Maps.  He thought that maybe there was a 
train station there in early 1900's.  

 
Staff Report [Diane Probus and Erik Beach]  

 Diane provided a short presentation to show the Commission a few of the park construction 
projects which were recently completed or nearing completion.    

 Erik provided an update on the Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP) saying the scope of work 
is under review by a County Attorney.  DPR is developing a selection panel which will 
recommend a consultant to develop the PSMP.   

 Erik informed the Commission about the latest news on the Public Land for Public Good 
effort.   

 
Commission Member Reports (9:00 – 9:30) 

 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein/Scott) 
  DPR is scheduling a budget meeting with the commissions on March 11.  

 Courthouse Square Planning Study [Bill Ross] 
 The working group met with the County Board in December to review the working group’s 

report.  Several questions and ideas came from the Board members.  It was decided to have 
the working group continue into 2015 and to work with the staff to do additional analysis.  
A meeting schedule has not been set up yet.   

 Economic Analysis of Value of Parks (Ross/Gearin/Scott) 
 Final version needs to be reviewed and completed for review and distribution.   

 Four Mile Run [Edie Wilson/Peter Hage]  
 Edie will go to meeting in early Februaryto learn about  work on the stream improvement 

project. 
 Grants/Awards Committee  

-- Bill Thomas Award Update (Mayo/Marshall) 
 Nominations are due in early February.  Renee and Conor will work on the review 

committee, anticipating action by the Commission at the March meeting. 
-- Park Enhancement Grants (PEG) 

 Lee Highway President’s Group (Paul Holland/Peter Hage) 
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 Long Bridge Park [Alonzie Scott] 
 Erik mentioned that a meeting on January 6, 2015 was about the potential for Arlington 

participation in the Olympics if  Washington DC were to win the bid.  That is no longer an 
option. He said that staff will discuss options for the next phase of Long Bridge with the 
County Manager.   

 Natural Resources (NRJAG) [Haynes/ Gearin/ Epstein]  
 No meetings since the last PRC meeting. 

 Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) [Jim Feaster] 
 There is one park, Nellie Custis, on the NCAC list which may be considered in June.  

 Public Facilities Review Committee [Elizabeth Gearin] 
 APS needed to provide fire and safety access to the rear of the site, and considered either 

widening the existing paved path along the school; or expanding the path through Ft 
Reynolds Park which borders the school grounds to the east. Most recent site designs 
suggest they are able to provide this access without using parklands. 

 More commissioners are needed to cover other APS expansion planning processes.   
 Quincy Park Design Development [Marshall/Ross] 

 DPR staff is preparing a design for the new playground, volleyball and other park 
improvements.  There has been no public involvement recently. Commissioners continue to 
be concerned about replacing elements within Quincy Park in the absence of a much 
needed master plan. 

 TJ Working Group [Elizabeth Gearin] 
 The County Board met 1/24/15 to hear the TJWG report and more than an hour of public 

comment regarding the charge of 'should' and 'could' a new elementary school be sited on 
the grounds. The TJWG agreed that school 'could' be sited on the grounds, assuming some 
outstanding traffic, safety and other issues were addressed; but did not reach consensus on 
'should' a school be sited on the grounds. Your PRC rep lauded the design of the proposed 
school; and argued that any land removed from the parkland rolls should be replaced – 
not necessarily acre-for-acre but certainly of similar type and in close proximity — and 
this viewpoint was respectfully heard by the other TJWG members but not wholeheartedly 
supported.  

 Caroline Haynes provided comment on behalf of the PRC, noting that the Commission 
supports retaining parkland and open space for parkland and open space purposes; and 
also noting that the Commission had not had a chance to determine a position on the 
report. The Board meets 1/27/15 to take action on whether a school will be built on the 
site. We need to think about the more county-wide impact of each school. 

 Rosslyn Sector Plan Update [Paul Holland] 
 Paul is hoping to see the planning wrap up by June, but there has not been a meeting in a 

while. 
 Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study [Paul Holland]  

 WRAPS is on hold because the County is finding it difficult to co-locate a fire station within 
the study area. 

 Site Plan Review: 
- Pentagon Centre PDSP & Final Site Plan Amendment [Bill Ross] 
 December meeting of the LRPC was held.  There are concerns that the proposed changes to 

the plan would not ensure that the planned open space would ever be developed.  We have 
expressed concerns to County staff.   

- Rosslyn Plaza PDSP 
 The developer brought back essentially the same plan that previously had been rejected. 

They will have to decide their next steps for their site plan.   
- The Berkeley (Ashley Robertson) 
- 223 23Rd Street, Crystal City [Bill Ross] No meetings have convened yet.  

 Sports Commission Liaison [Ken Bass]  
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 Gymnastics working group completed their report and came up with a consensus on 
how to deal with the out of county participant fees. 

 Urban Agriculture [Rene Mayo] 
 Urban Forestry Commission [Caroline Haynes] 

 The Urban Forestry Commission is sending a letter to the state about the  invasive plant 
regulations which were watered down.   

 


