
1 

 

ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

 

Approved Meeting Minutes 
March 22, 2016 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Caroline Haynes, Chair                Katie Elmore                                                                             
Bill Ross                                           Andrea Walker 

Cindy Krech                                    Renee Mayo      

Jim Meikle    Rick Epstein     
Steve Finn   Michael Grace     
Jim Feaster  
 
Guests: 
Andrew VanHorn, The JBG Companies  
Taylor Lawch, The JBG Companies  
 
County Staff:  
Scott McPartlin 
Jennifer Fioretti 
Irena Lazic  
Diane Probus, Staff Liaison, DPR 
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 Commission approved the January 19, 2016 and the February 16, 2016 meeting minutes.     

 
Public Comment: None  
 
Central Place Project in Rosslyn [Taylor Lawch, The JBG Companies]  
Taylor Lawch presented information about the Central Place development site plan amendment 
request which is going to the County Board on April 16.  JBG is requesting approval for modifications 
to the façade treatment, outdoor cafe and transportation management plan conditions for the 
development.   
 Site plan was approved in 2007 but JBG delayed building it until market conditions improved. 
 Specifically, the applicant requests that several site plan conditions be amended to permit façade 

revisions to accommodate the proposed outdoor viewing area for the public 
observation deck that will be provided within the office building; to expand the permitted areas of 
outdoor café spaces by reducing the minimum clear width of sidewalks surrounding the site plan 
area from twelve (12) feet to eight (8) feet; and to increase the maximum amount of outdoor café 
space within the Central Place plaza from a maximum of 770 square feet to 1,645 square feet. 

 JBG made an agreement with the Rosslyn Bid to try out the new cafe seating arrangement for a few 
months and if the BID felt that the plaza was too crowded then JBG could remove some of the 
seating.  However, if adopted, this amendment would give the owner the right to use that space. 

 JBG intends to keep the plaza space usable for outdoor markets and events.  JBG will pull out the 
site furnishings for these events.   

 Per the 2007 plaza planning process, the design includes Metro elevators an interactive water 
feature, public art, tree alee, moveable tables and chairs, grand staircase and a performance stage.    
 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/events/central-place-project-update/Project
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Commission Questions/Comments: 
 Was there a post site plan approval planning process for the plaza?   

Response (Scott): Yes, there was the public planning process for the plaza.  
 Are there any features which are not shown on the current plan submittal?   

Response (Scott): Yes, the interactive water feature and a performance stage 
Response (Taylor): The stage is still there and water jets but not shown on the plan. 

 Do both the commercial tower and residential tower open to the plaza? 
Response (Taylor): Yes they do. 

 Have you already leased the space to the restaurant? 
Response (Taylor):  No, we are still talking to a restaurant about leasing the space.   

 Where is the trellis? 
Response (Taylor):  It is part of the glass structure.   
Response (Scott):  Within the 16,000 SF plaza there are already a number of features planned to go in 
it.  The plaza will be filled. 
Response (Taylor):  JBG wants to have the plaza activated in the evenings and weekends between 
business hours.   

 You are asking the county for the additional space, correct? 
Response (Taylor):  When JBG went back to the Rosslyn BID and the civic association they supported 
JBG’s changes to the plaza.  When the café seating is out in the plaza the space will not be public but it 
can be made available at certain times for public use.   

 We want to be sure that JBG is fulfilling the community benefits that were agreed on at time of site 
plan approval.  I am not sure that the observation deck mitigates the loss of space. 
Response (Taylor):  JBG will take the seating out if it does not work well with the public space and 
there will be an annual permit review of the seating use on the public space. 

 Aren't you also looking for additional sidewalk space? 
Response (Taylor): Yes, the extra space on the sidewalk will be for tables. 

 Will that impact the tree pits? 
Response (Taylor):  No it will not impact them. They are being installed exactly as in the approved 
plan. 

 Do the tables along the sidewalk mesh with the Rosslyn Sector Plan? 
Response (Taylor):  Yes, having retail and outdoor dining will activate the streetscape. 

 What is the square footage for the outdoor deck?   
Response (Taylor):  It is 12,000 SF for the deck and for the plaza around 17,000 SF.   

 What open space was in the block before the development? 
Response (Scott):  The existing parks were about 9,000 SF in size.   

 How will the observation deck be operated?  Is the access still the same as in 2007 plan?   
Response (Taylor):  Adding a second level on the observation deck which is exciting. Some changes to 
the deck design since 2007. Created a mezzanine level. Table and chairs in the level. Cantilevered 
terrace so people can go outside. 
Response (Scott):  County staff does not support JBG’s request for more café table space.  The plaza is 
already small.   

 Can you (Scott) find out if observation deck hours are still the same? 
 We lost three green spaces for a hardscape plaza which is not providing green space 
 The residents do want more outdoor dining, but a different shape to it might work better.   

Response (Scott):  A fence will have to be around the space if there is alcohol served at the restaurant. 
 Please ask for the numbers for what community benefits total will be after amendment.   
 
Commission action:  Caroline, Bill and Katie will draft a letter for circulation about the additional 
taking of planned community benefits 
 
Public Spaces Master Plan (PSMP)/A Plan for Our Places and Spaces (POPS) (Irena Lazic)  

http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2016/01/Arlington-County-Presentation-for-County-Board-Mar-15-2016.pdf
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Irena reported that POPS is at the Community Needs Assessment stage now.  During this phase, the 
County is conducting public meetings, site evaluations, and stakeholder interviews to learn more about 
the recreational needs and desires in the County.   
 On March 15, the POPS team gave an update to the County Board on the planning process and 

shared highlights of the 2015 Park and Recreation Needs Assessment Survey.  A survey sent out to 
random residents in county. They received 1,470 completed surveys which exceeded their goal of 
800.   The survey results are online.   

 A second round of public meetings are planned and the focus for those meetings will be to present 
the preliminary recommendations which will be based on the data and information collected from 
the community outreach effort.     

 A third round of public meetings will be held to present the draft plan.   
 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 Who generates the recommendations? 

Response (Irena):  The consultants will be generating initial recommendations which will be reviewed 
and refined with the POPS Advisory Committee and the Core Team.  
Response (Caroline): I will be very involved in the process to keep a hand in the formulation of 
recommendations.   

 How did you select the stakeholder groups? 
Response (Irena):  DPR staff and Core Team members helped us identify the individuals/groups that 
we have been interviewing.  

 Early in the process you talked about reaching out to non-English speaking groups.  Were you able 
to reach out to non-English speaking constituents?   
Response (Irena):  We offered translators at the stakeholder meetings but no one requested them.  We 
are finding it hard to provide outreach to individual non-English speaking groups because there are 
many different languages spoken in the County. Logistically, this could be very challenging.  

 When you ask about courts did you break them down by types? 
Response (Irena):  It was clear in the survey what type of courts they could select.  

 Was there a question for a single pool in Long Bridge versus a pool somewhere else? 
Response (Irena):   There was no question that specifically asked that.  
Response (Bill):  Alonzie and I have been on the Long Bridge Park Committee and we saw the 
response to the survey question for the number of pools to have in the facility.  There has been a 
backing off of the number of pools desired in the aquatics center.   

 
As a side note, Jennifer Fioretti announced that DPR is planning a speaker’s forum which will focus on 
topics such as green urbanism umbrella, the economic benefits of open space and other similar topics 
revolving around open space.  DPR is considering having the forums quarterly to discuss land use 
themes.  The first session will be in June.  DPR is looking for ideas for topics from the Commission. 

 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 
 Caroline suggested that the Commission discuss potential topics at the April meeting.  The 

Commission could think about co-sponsoring speakers.   
 
 How are parks being created in other urban areas?   
 
Update on NOVA Parks and How the C&O Canal and the W&OD Railroad Shaped the 
Development of Arlington [Mike Nardolilli]   
Mike Nardolilli, Vice Chairman of the NOVA Parks Board, gave a very interesting and informative 
presentation showing how Arlington County development was shaped by the historic C&O Canal and 
the W&OD railroad.      
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Bill Thomas Award [Renee Mayo/Conor Marshall]  
Renee Mayo presented the 2015 Bill Thomas selection committee’s award recommendations to the 
Commission.     
 
Commission Action: Bill Ross made a motion to approve the selection committee’s award 
recommendation of Judy Funderburk and the Commission voted unanimously to approve the 2015 Bill 
Thomas award recipient.    
 
Commission Member Reports   
 55+ (Andrea Walker) 

 Outdoor elliptical exercise equipment is under consideration for one of the County parks.   
  

 APS (Jim Meikle/Pam Silberstein) 
 APS has been doing a series of public meetings around the 2017 -2026 CIP, and the SB had a work 

session last week about it. There's info at the "More Seats for More Students" link on the APS website 

about projected seat deficits by school (ES/MS/HS) by year, and a category of needs from priority (i.e., 

this fall ) to near term (fall 2017 - 2020) to long-term. Big question is whether the projections are 

correct. Near term need for more HS seats but there are questions as to whether we need another 

"comprehensive" HS (with playing fields, etc.).  There seems to be a fair amount of interest in a more 

specialized program, like the Arlington Tech program that will be available at the Career Center 

starting in fall 2016. Maybe a performing arts magnet school? Anything less than comprehensive 

means more options space wise. flexibility is key ... 

 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein/Scott) 
 FY17Budget: I presented the PRC budget recommendations, focusing primarily on land acquisition for 

park at the March 16 County Board work session on the DPR budget. 

 Crystal City Review Commission (Alonzie Scott/Andrea Walker) 
 Four Mile Run (Four Mile Run Valley initiative) [Edie Wilson] 

 Proposed Working Group by category of representation and numbers, to be appointed by the County 

Board; 

 An affirmation that this will be a coordinated planning process for Four Mile Run Valley and Jennie 

Dean Park at the same time; 

 A provision that the new Park Master Plan and Area Plan for the industrial/commercial area will, with 

constant participation by the Working Group, be drafted by staff, with consultant support, for ultimate 

consideration by the County Board; 

 A timeline of three phases (visioning, plan refinement/adoption and implementation), with formal kick-

off in April 2016 and conclusion first quarter 2019; 

 A sample of major scope elements, including land use and urban design, transportation, environment, 

County services/operations, Jennie Dean Park, and implementation issues. 

 Grants/Awards Committee  
-- Bill Thomas Award (Mayo/Marshall) 
 See note for awardee selection above.   
-- Park Enhancement Grants (PEG)  

 Lee Highway President’s Group (Cindy Krech) 
 Long Bridge Park [Alonzie Scott/ Bill Ross] 

 Long Bridge -- The working group has been meeting more often in order to produce and finalize a 

paper with a list of recommendations by the end of March.   We are attempting to establish 

priorities and proposals that would allow the facility to be built within the parameters of the approved 

budget.  One thing we are trying to emphasize is that development of the 10 acre parkland that would 

surround the facility would not be adversely affected by decisions about the features included in the 

facility itself.   
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 At the meeting last week, we talked about how to best market and position the Long Bridge for success 

and we control the story line better.  We're drafting and reviewing an overview document to present to 

the county board.  Our aim is to convey a success strategy and influence the board to concur.   Once we 

complete the document, we will share the document with the PRC members.  We plan to complete the 

overview document within the next two weeks.  

 Lubber Run Community Center (Rick Epstein) 
 The major issue from community is the expansion of preschool which will increase the footprint of 

the building.   
 Arlington Public Schools (APS) still has not made a decision on whether they want to have space 

in LRCC for a preschool.   
Response (Scott) – The County does not have a position yet on the space use in LRCC by APS.   

 Natural Resources (NRJAG) [Haynes/ Crawley] 
 Did not meet in March. 

 Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) [Jim Feaster] 
 The NCAC voted to make four foot sidewalks their standard width.   

 Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) [Katie Elmore/Elizabeth Gearin] 
Stratford Middle School:  
 Design for addition to school moving forward. Location for addition proposed for parking lot to west 

(adjacent to park and on parkland.) APS and some members of community continue to argue for one-

way access road through site to Old Dominion in order to route parent drop offs away from 

neighborhood. At last PFRC meeting all representatives of County-appointed advisory Commissions 

participating in PFRC opposed road, despite APS' preferred option.  

 If road is approved, will trigger ADA compliance and require accessible path from Old a Dominion to 

school building. Examples from website look similar to concrete switchback completed at Ashlawn; and 

are situated on parkland.  

Wilson School:  

 This committee finally reconvened on March 16. Unfortunately - I accidentally missed it during a 

stressful work week. I did get a report from a few folks who did attend and they noted the following 

highlights: 

 The open space plans for the school remain largely unchanged (the surrounding open space is 

determined by the RHP+ process) 

  Some committee members noted the lack of trees on the site, leading a member to suggest bringing 

proposed street trees from sidewalk tree pits to the inside of the sidewalk - basically within the property 

itself. This was well received by the architect/APS. 

 It was revealed that basketball on the first tier of the school's rooftop would NOT be feasible due to the 

cost of noise insulation. Other, lower impact programming is now proposed for that space. 

 The first tier of the school's roof will be accessible both by stairs and an exterior elevator. 

 There continues to be a lack of clarity over what interior spaces will be available to the public and at 

what hours. 

 Plan for Our Places and Spaces  (Haynes) 
 POPS: Irena Lazic will be briefing the commission on the POPS survey results which was given to the 

County Board and the advisory committee on March 15. 

 Site Plan Review: 
- Metropolitan Park 6:  Caroline and Andrea will participate in review of this site plan.   
- 2000 Clarendon [Bill Ross] - There are no significant open space issues.  However, we would like to 

get the county and the developer to think of the siting of this property and how important it is to build 

it so that local residents and workers have easy access to the various privately owned open spaces that 

are in the neighborhood (Odyssey, SRA building, Telios Apartment building).   
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- Rosslyn Plaza PDSP [Elmore/Ross] - During board consideration a motion was made by John 

Vihstadt to increase the size of Rosslyn Plaza Park, to conform to the Rosslyn Plaza Sector Plan 

guidelines. The motion was supported by Jay Fisette, but opposed by the other three members. 

 
- 750 N Glebe (Mazda Site) (Haynes) - There are no significant open space opportunities from this site 

plan but the development involves over 400 new residential units with minimal recreation/open space 

on site for residents.  The increased density will impact park and recreation amenities. 

 
- The Berkley (Haynes) - Primary issue continues to be applicant insistence on 6 foot high fence along 

Four Mile Run trail, which goes against the Four Mile Run Design Guidelines. Not sure of date of Board 

consideration but PRC should weigh in with a letter. 

 
 Sports Commission [Steve Finn] 

 The Sports Commission discussed the meeting of the field allocation contractor, Greenplay, with user 

groups.  This was primarily focused on possible ways to allocate fields and how priorities are to be 

determined by DPR staff.  The Sports Commission Chair reported on the PSMP public meetings.  The 

Skate Park upgrade proponents provided a brief to obtain support for their letter to the County 

Board.  The Sports Commission continues to consider this issue and has asked for certain information 

regarding construction and cost.  There were additional updates on the Long Bridge Advisory Group 

and Gymnastics, and discussion on a letter asking about the use of public restrooms at the Greenbriar 

facility during winter, which have been closed. 

 Rosslyn Highlands Parks + [Elmore/Haynes] 
 A basketball court on the first tier of the Wilson School building is not feasible because of the amount of 

noise it would create, but there will still be a basketball court in the park.   

 Will there be access to the second tier of Wilson School? 

Response (Jennifer) - There will still be public access to the second tier but there has been no decision 

on the hours and the logistics for the access.   

 Was there a commitment for shared use of the facility? Were they supposed to design it for community 

use?  

Response (Caroline):  The County Board has not weighed in on the plan yet.   

Response (Jennifer) - APS and the County have to come to an agreement on the Memorandum of 

Agreement before the Wilson School Use Permit goes to the County Board for approval.   

 Commissioner would like to know when they can have input on the use.   

Response (Jennifer) – The County has not started the MOA yet.   

 Urban Agriculture [Renee Mayo] 
 Urban Forestry Commission [Caroline Haynes] 

 Notable tree applications were reviewed and selected.  Awards will be made at the April 16 County 

Board meeting. 

 Williamsburg Field Lighting Working Group (Steve Finn) 
For the Williamsburg Field Site Evaluation Work Group meetings Feb. 17, and Mar. 16, 2016: 

 

 Feb. 17, 2016--There was a presentation from a work group member on wildlife that frequent the 

Williamsburg field habitat.  The working group reviewed their open fact finding issues.  There remain a 

number of open requests that the working group chair has either requested information or a position 

from County Staff.  The remainder of the meeting addressed impacts from the proposed lighting and its 

effect on the community.  Some key issues raised were that the lights proposal changes what neighbors 

consider the small town atmosphere of the neighborhood and that the lighting comes in addition to 

significant changes after the Discovery School was located on the Williamsburg site. 

 

 Mar. 16, 2016--Presentation for the first hour by Dr. Varghese, Director and Division Chief, Arlington 

County Public Health Division regarding the consequences associated with artificial lighting.  Dr. 
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Varghese discussed in general the scope and quality of research in the public health field noting that 

control group type studies, which are favored, are not normally conducted for the issues raised by the 

field lighting proposal.  Instead, most studies are reviews of existing reports.  Given the evidence and 

studies available, Dr. Varghese felt the likelihood of adverse health effects from field lighting with LED 

lights is low, although he acknowledge there's little to no reporting and few studies on the issue.  Dr. 

Varghese covered the issue of blue light as a portion of the spectrum of light and that most white light 

has blue light spectrum within it.  Neighbors have raised concern regarding blue light within 

LEDs.  Arlington Soccer presented on their anticipated use and scheduling of the Williamsburg fields 

should lights be installed.  Finally, the Chair asked the working group to consider what public outreach, 

which is a requirement within the working group charge, should be conducted.  Some working group 

members were not supportive of broad public outreach but believe it should remain local, i.e., the 

neighborhood.  As this is a charge to the working group, the Chair asked for further consideration and 

ideas at the next meeting. 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 9:45  


