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RLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

 

Approved Meeting Minutes 
June 23, 2015 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Caroline Haynes, Chair  Elizabeth Gearin    
Bill Ross   Conor Marshall  
Alonzie Scott   Paul Holland   
Jim Meikle   Thomas Crawley 
Cindy Krech   Katie Elmore  
Edie Wilson    Rick Epstein  
 
County Staff:  
Jane Rudolph, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 
Erik Beach, Principal Planner, DPR 
Richard Tucker, Principle Planner, Department of Community Planning, Housing and Development 
(CPHD) 
Ritch Viola, Planning Supervisor, Department of Environmental Services  
Diane Probus, Commission Liaison, DPR 
 
Guests:  
Sara Mariska, Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley and Walsh Firm  
Scott Miles  
Kari Klaus Aurora Highlands Resident  
Mark McLachlan, North/Western Rosslyn Resident  
Stephen Finn 
Duke Banks, Friends of Gulf Branch Nature Center 
John Foti, Arlington Babe Ruth (Youth Baseball) 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00pm  
 
Public Comment: 
Kari Klaus provided her comments to the Commission regarding the Nellie Custis Park 
Neighborhood Conservation Project. 
 This park is being processed and funded under the Neighborhood Conservation (NC) program.  
 It's a special park because of its central location, natural green space that is currently used by 

people of all ages and for a range of activities.  
 There is currently playground equipment at one of the park and there is a playground park 

diagonal to this park as well. Recently, DPR proposed taking the existing green space (one of the 
few green spaces left in this neighborhood) and placing additional playground equipment on it 
with a tricycle loop for children to ride their bikes connecting these two play areas-- creating 
three playground areas/park in the span of a little over one block.  

 The NCAC voted to defer funding it.    
 Want to make sure commission is aware of the plan and the need to preserve the green space 

which is used by the community. 
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Commission Questions/Comments: 
 Is this owned by the county?  

Response: Yes 
 Is there a child care center there?  

Response: Yes 
 Suggestion that NC procedure include some review by PRC before projects go before they go to 

NCAC for approval. Want the commission to weigh in on the projects and give a park 
perspective.  

 A suggestion was made to have a review of the NC process at another meeting with park staff 
present and other interested parties.   

 
Duke Banks announced that there will be a 50 year anniversary celebration for Gulf Branch Park in 
June 2016.  Events are being planned for the event and Duke will forward an invitation to PRC next 
year.   
 
Chairman’s Introduction and Review/Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
 The Commission presented a certificate to Paul Holland who is stepping down from the 

Commission for his years of service on PRC.  Caroline recommended, and the commission 
agreed, to have Paul continue as an ex officio PRC member.   

 Ken Bass, Peter Hage and Ashley Robertson, who are stepping down were also recognized in 
absentia.    

 The Commission welcomed new members Cindy Krech and Thomas Crawley.  
 Commission approved the May minutes. 
 
Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study ( WRAPS  ) [Richard Tucker]   
Richard provided a summary of the WRAPS plan which is going before the County Board in July.    
 A follow-up public planning process for the planned open spaces will be conducted in fall 

2015.         
 Plan includes a recommendation to have the street on county land because County is unsure of 

when private redevelopment would provide the cross street.  
 The County examined partial closure of the street to be able to expand open space for special 

events.   
 County recommendation was a two-way cross street between Wilson Boulevard and 18th 

Street.  Building a one-way street would be problematic.    
 The County MTP plan calls for breaking up the large blocks. 
 Estimating that there is about 75K open space now (including Roslyn Highlands Park and the 

existing Wilson School athletic field) and with implementation of the WRAPS plan there will be 
approximately 70K SF.   

 
Commission Questions/Comments:  
 Was there consideration of a pedestrian path rather than a cross street?   

Staff response - It was important to have the cross street to provide loading and vehicles access for 
the commercial buildings.   

 What was conclusion of the discussion about closing the street? 
Staff response - Closing the proposed new street (or a portion of the new street) would have 
adverse traffic impacts. 

 Design the street to be more pedestrian friendly at least. 
 Will there be discussion about the APAH park site when the larger park planning occurs?  

Staff response – This discussion will happen when APAH submits a site plan and has the 
information they need to site the playground. 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/plans-studies/land-use/wraps/
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 The agreement (between the County and Penzance) at the beginning of the WRAPS process 
made the open space planning process less effective.   

 When will office space be built?  
Staff response - not sure, office space is less marketable right now. 

 The plan is going to move forward as is and little is likely to change.  Looking for pushing to get 
land acquisition funds through the redevelopment, and focusing on Gateway Park open space. 

 What about public access easement for the playground?  
Staff response – Yes, APAH is interested in providing a public space. 

 Should look at the parking as open to use on weekends by general public. Hard to make the field 
and park same level.  APS field will have a fence around it also as required. 

 What about retaining the same architect for the park? It would be helpful to have cohesive 
design. 
Staff response - I will see if that can be accomplished. 

 They need to keep the APAH park visible so that people will perceive it is for public use. What 
do other urban areas do instead of putting streets everywhere? Can the County look at those 
ideas? 

 The entire site will be excavated, sounds like neighborhood will not have any park for the 
community for about 2 years. This should be acknowledged and every effort made to keep as 
much park space open as long as possible. Possibility of using the APAH site as an interim park? 
Need public access easement assured from them.   
Staff response – APAH has a good architect and I am confident they will do some good designs. 

 Who will retain ownership of the land the county owns?  
Staff response – The County would favor leasing it. 

 Why assume it was going to be Penzance?  
RT - better to work with an adjacent landowner than opening it for a RFP. More expedient to 
have Penzance to develop.  

 The vacant land is locked up and it would be better to open it for recreation. A policy needs to 
be made to make these vacant spaces usable instead of locked for years. 

 Staff – The PSMP is going to address the possibility of interim space development. 
 

Transportation Project – 18th St. Extension [Ritch Viola]  
Ritch Viola provided information about a request for a change to the County Master Transportation 
Plan by a developer who would like to extend 18th Street to their parcel.  It is a small triangular 
parcel which the property owner would like to consolidate from three parcels to one and then build 
a house on it.   
 According to the County’s Subdivision Ordinance Street frontage is needed for the lot which 

would require building the street to it.  Three mature trees would have to be removed from the 
County’s property to build the street. Loss of greenery along trail, more paved area which 
creates more storm water runoff and a removal of a section of the existing trail would be some 
of the impacts of the new street construction. 

 Ritch is visiting a number of groups to inform them about the project and to get their comments 
about the street extension proposal. The question is whether it is appropriate to amend the 
Master Transportation Plan.   

 
Commission Questions/Comments:  
 The lot is not buildable without the street?  

Staff response - Correct.  However, the Zoning Office is now considering whether a portion of the 
lot is actually a “grandfathered” lot, which may allow construction of a small house on one of the 
parcels.   

 Can the new lot use the other driveway?  
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Staff response – No, zoning requires a street frontage to the lot.   
 Do all lots have the 40' frontage?  

Staff response - all new single-family developments have to meet this requirement. 
 It would be preferable for them to share the driveway. 
 Will the expansion of 66 impact this area?  

Staff response – No, there is a sound wall on 66 which is the boundary of the highway expansion.   
 Do not see a public benefit for doing this project.  Right now there is a nice quiet entrance to the 

trail. The county does not believe in partial streets so why do one here?  If it cannot be built 
then would the site be good for land acquisition? 

 What was the impetus for the request?  
Staff response – The landowner initiated the proposal and asked the county to make the change.   
Response (Sarah Mariska) – The cost of the extension would be borne by the landowner, and he 
would expand the drainage ditches and implement stricter stormwater management facilities.  

 The project could benefit the trail by renovation by the project.  It needs better signage. 
Staff response – This request is going to the board in July (now September).  The community has 
expressed concern about the loss of trees, the landscaping and the trail.  They worry about more 
flooding on the trail from additional paving. 

 Would the drainage problem be fixed with the project? Is DES going to fix it?   
Staff response: DPR maintenance staff will work to improve the existing storm water flow within 
the drainage ditch. 

 
Williamsburg Field Lighting Working Group (Jane Rudolph)  
 DPR has been directed to move forward with the lighting evaluation process.   There was 

concern that having a PRC member as chair of the working group was not appropriate.  
 DPR has not conducted any preliminary work on the lighting for the fields.    
 Plan to have a new work group charge prepared for the July County Board meeting and the 

work group members appointed at that time.     
 A Williamsburg Field Site Evaluation Work Group will meet in fall 2015 to determine if field 

lighting will be included with the synthetic turf fields at the sport fields.  The group will provide 
a recommendation for proposed field lighting to the County Board in 2016.   

 Libby Garvey is the County Board liaison for the working group. Bill Ross is the PRC 
representative to the group. 

 DPR has data to show that there is a significant increase in use of the field if it is lit.  
 

Commission Questions/Comments: 
 APS position is that they would like synthetic fields without lighting for school activities. 
 Is there a way to suggest to the board that we have the discussion as part of the PSMP instead of 

this separate process?  
 
Release of Benefits of Parks Study [Caroline Haynes] 
 We plan to release the study to the County Board but not sure when that will be.  We would like 

to do a presentation and we hope to do that at the July County Board meeting.   
 We will request time with the Planning Commission as well to provide them with the study.   
 We are working on a title for the study and adding a date and biographies of principal authors.   
 
PRC Letters: 
 Legislative Priorities 

 Caroline will send the legislative priorities letter to the commissioners one more time for 
their input, but needs to have it finalized in July.     
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 Caroline noted that additional letters will be prepared and circulated regarding the 18th 
Street proposed road extension project and for WRAPS.   
 

Staff Report [Diane]  
Diane updated the commissioners on the Stratford Middle School addition planning process.   
 She provided a copy of the Stratford Park concept plan which DPR had completed that month 

for capital replacement of the existing recreational facilities in the park and an information 
sheet providing information about the planned upgrades to the facilities and the anticipated 
programming for them.   

 DPR is waiting to see what concept is selected by APS for the school building addition and site 
changes before they begin detailed design of the new park facilities.   

 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 The concept which DPR handed out at the Stratford School PFRC meeting was very helpful for 

people to understand the potential of the park.  
 Concern that this field will end up like Greenbriar Park field and that it will not be maintained 

well and that the diamond field could flood.  
 Will the paths in the park be used for people who want to just enjoy the park? 

Staff Response: Yes.   
   

Commission Member Reports – Caroline requested that commissioners send their committee 
reports out to all the commissioners prior to each meeting so that they have time to read them and 
develop their questions.  
 APS (Jim Meikle/Pam Silberstein) 
 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein/Scott) 

 When will the County figure out the amount of the close-out funds?   
 How much land acquisition money is left?   

 Courthouse Square Planning Study [Bill Ross] 
 Courthouse Square:  The County held an Open House presenting the current Sector 

Plan Addendum proposals and soliciting further ideas and comments.  The plan is slated to go 
before the County Board in September.  Staff would appreciate a letter of support/comment 
concerning the plan.   

 Columbia Pike Food Star (Renee Mayo) 
 Economic Analysis of Value of Parks (Ross/Gearin/Scott) 
 Facilities Study (Rosen/Haynes) 
 Four Mile Run [Edie Wilson] 
 Grants/Awards Committee  

-- Bill Thomas Award Update (Mayo/Marshall) 
 Susan Kalish is tentatively scheduled to come to the September meeting to discuss ideas for the 

Bill Thomas award process.   
-- Park Enhancement Grants (PEG)  

 Lee Highway President’s Group (Paul Holland) 
 A consultant will be assisting the group with land use visioning.   

 Long Bridge Park [Alonzie Scott/ Bill Ross] 
 The 2nd Advisory Group met for the second time on 6/22 and will continue to have meetings 

through the end of the year. 
 DPR staff asked the group to play a game which DPR developed to get insight into what 

people’s priorities are for the aquatics center.   
 Natural Resources (NRJAG) [Haynes/ Gearin/ Epstein] 
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 We heard from Jason Papacosma, Watershed Programs Manager, Department of 
Environmental Services, on the implementation plan for the new Storm Water Regulations 
(MS4 Permits) that are being phased in over a period of several years. Arlington has worked to 
stay ahead on planning for these changes, and adopted the dedicated storm water fee several 
years ago to help fund implementation of the new Chesapeake Bay TMDL Action Plan. Each 
jurisdiction will be given pollution reduction targets and specific actions that must be taken to 
reduce pollutants going into the Bay. Arlington is working on long-term solutions to reduce 
pollutants (as opposed to some communities that are focusing first on the low hanging fruit 
and putting off some of the more daunting, long-term planning), and is currently on target to 
meet the first phase of the regulations. 

 Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) [Jim Feaster] 
 Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) [Elizabeth Gearin/Katie Elmore] 

 Meetings to discuss the proposed expansion to the Stratford Building (location of HB) 
continue. Community concerns, as with other PFRC school sites, focus on impacts of 
transportation to residential streets and student safety; and at this site, historical preservation 
(Virginia Landmarks Register 2003 and National Historic Register 2004 for Stratford Junior 
High's significance as the first jr high to integrate in the State of VA.) Approximately half of the 
site, to the north-east, is designated parklands. In order to illustrate the value of retaining the 
existing parkland as contiguous acreage (rather than bisecting that portion of the site with a 
bus loop), Diane Probus shared a graphic of County park planners vision for the updated park 
space at HB. This was extremely well-received by PFRC neighborhood reps.  Of additional 
critical interest to PRC members are the proposed locations and massing for an addition. 
County staff, including the historic preservation representative, favor the compact, minimal 
footprint of Option A3. This building is sited along Vacation Lane in a single, 3-story addition 
that would minimize the need for an access road through the fields. Due to its proximity to the 
Resource Protection Area (RPA) along the parking lot across Vacation Lane, this option is 
currently being evaluated by the County's Natural Resource Manager, Urban Forester, and 
DES. 

 
For the most recent presentation shared with the Stratford PFRC and BLPC, and where one 
can see maps outlying the various options for siting an addition, including Option A3, please 
see:  
http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/2015%200611%2
0PFRC%2003-FINAL%20FOR%20POSTING.pdf 

 
For the most recent staff report, please see: http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-
content/uploads/sites/5/2013/11/PFRC-06112015-Stratford.pdf  

 
 Meetings to discuss the new school planned for the Wilson have begun, as well. Katie 

Elmore, PRC member, is the primary PRC rep to this set of PFRC meetings and given her 
involvement in the WRAPs process brings a comprehensive understanding of community 
concerns to the discussion.  Initial concerns raised at the May 14 meeting concern siting of the 
school on the site (including various creative design options that would maximize usable green 
and open space); traffic impacts (especially posed by bus drop-off during commute hours and 
afternoon pickup; maximizing usable green space on site, particularly trying to accommodate 
the HB Program's Ultimate Frisbee field requirements AND ALSO continue to serve the 
community with open, green space; and the configuration of other planned buildings in the 
vicinity. 

 
A walk through of Wilson School is planned for June 24th from 5 – 6:30pm.   

 

http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/2015%200611%20PFRC%2003-FINAL%20FOR%20POSTING.pdf
http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/2015%200611%20PFRC%2003-FINAL%20FOR%20POSTING.pdf
http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2013/11/PFRC-06112015-Stratford.pdf
http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2013/11/PFRC-06112015-Stratford.pdf
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http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/150514_Wilson 
 

http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2013/11/PFRC  
 

 Public Spaces Master Plan Update (Haynes/Gearin) 
 Still waiting on the Purchasing Department to finalize contract with consultant. 
 Rosslyn Sector Plan Update [Paul Holland] 
 South Arlington School Siting Group [Edie Wilson] 

 She is keeping a watch on this process.   
 Site Plan Review: 

 - Columbia Pike Food Star Site Redevelopment [Renee Mayo] 
 - Red Top Cab PDSP [Bill Ross]  
 There is a small public park being proposed (from development rights traded by the 

applicant).  The park could be expanded if another parcel of property ever gets acquired (New 
England Furniture Repair).  The Sector Plan and the current proposal calls for a 
rearrangement of streets.  A newly rearranged street portion would go next to the proposed 
parklet.  One wonders if this street extension is really necessary and that the park couldn't be 
designed to be somewhat larger.     

- 4000 and 4010 Fairfax Dr.   
 Proposed is a small plaza at the corner of Quincy St. and Fairfax Dr.   
- Pentagon Centre PDSP & Final Site Plan Amendment [Bill Ross] 
- Rosslyn Plaza PDSP (Caroline Haynes/Bill Ross) 
- The Berkeley (Caroline Haynes) 
- 672 Flats - 670 Glebe Road (Bill Ross) 

 Sports Commission [Ken Bass] 
 Urban Agriculture [Renee Mayo] 
 Urban Forestry Commission [Caroline Haynes] 

 Richard Tucker from CPHD presented on the staff proposal on the Western Rosslyn Area 
Planning Study (WRAPS).  UFC members raised a number of issues about the tree canopy 
goals and the difficulty in meeting these targets given the very small amount of open space, 
and even smaller passive recreation space that will result from this plan.  Issues were also 
raised about ensuring adequate soil volume to enable the growth of mature trees where they 
are planted. 

 UFC also reviewed legislative priorities for 2016, which overlap with PRC on issues of invasive 
species legislation and criminal background checks for volunteers working on stewardship 
projects in our parks. 

 Western Rosslyn Area Planning Study [Holland/Elmore] Caroline will plan to make comments, 
echoing those from previous PRC letters at the County Board meeting. 

 
Next Meeting: July 28, 2015 

 
 
 

http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/105/150514_Wilson
http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2013/11/PFRC

