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ARLINGTON COUNTY 
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
2100 Clarendon Boulevard, Suite 414 

Arlington, Virginia 22201 
 

 

Approved Meeting Minutes 
September 15, 2015 

 
Commission Members Present:  
Bill Ross  Elizabeth Gearin    
Conor Marshall Jim Feaster     
Thomas Crawley Rick Epstein  
Cindy Krech  Katie Elmore 
Jim Meikle   Renee Mayo   
     
County Staff:  
Susan Kalish, Communications Manager, Parks and Recreation Department (DPR) 
Erik Beach, Principal Planner, DPR 
Lida Aljabar, Associate Planner, DPR  
Diane Probus, Staff Liaison 
 
Bill Ross, acting Chair in Caroline’s absence, called the meeting to order at 7:00pm  
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes  
 The Commission approved the June 23, 2015, July 28, 2015 and the August 25, 2015 meeting 

minutes.     
 
Bill Thomas Award Process [Susan Kalish]  
 This award is the only award given out by DPR.   
 The award recognizes volunteers who demonstrate outstanding dedication to either a DPR open 

space, natural resources or park programs.   
 Since the award was first established it has been changed a few times. 
 Current ways in which the County recognizes volunteers:       

 DPR Outstanding Volunteers: annual, recognized at their volunteer work site and by the 
County Board at their monthly recessed meeting.   

 County Volunteer recognition allows for two DPR volunteers to be recognized.   
 Senior Leadership Luncheon recognizes OSAP volunteers. 

 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 Have you gotten any feedback from the Sports Commission about how they recognize 

volunteers?   
 The Commission will discuss the Bill Thomas award process and let Susan know if they would 

like to make any changes to it.   
 
Long Bridge Aquatic Center Activity [Erik Beach]  
Erik provided an introduction and background summary of Long Bridge Park, its current 
development status and the ongoing planning for the aquatics center then asked the commissioners 
to participate in a game.  The game was created to get input from Arlingtonians on what facilities 
they think should be included in the Long Bridge Park aquatics center.  Each Commissioner was given 
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an option to spend up to $100 “dollars” for recreational facilities and features for the center.   The 
game results from our Commission and other groups will help inform the County what the 
community values the most for including in the new aquatic center.   The game will be posted online 
in late September to give more people an opportunity to give their input.       
 
Commission Questions/Comments: 
 Has the county projected the cost for the aquatics center yet?  

Staff response – No, after the County finishes the community outreach for determining what 
facilities will be in the center they will do a cost analysis. 

 
Rosslyn Highlands Park +  
 Lida introduced the new planning process for Rosslyn Highlands Park and nearby open spaces in 

western Rosslyn.   
 The first meeting will be held on September 29, 2015 at Wilson School and will cover the vision 

and priorities for the open spaces.    
 New website set up. 
 Lida encouraged the commissioners to be involved with the planning.   
 
Staff Report [Diane]  
 Diane brought a request for the naming of a new mini-park, “George Washington Carver Park”, 

back to the Commission to vote on whether to recommend approval for the name to the County 
Board.     

 
Commission Action:  The Commission voted to approve the naming of the park with the 
understanding that Staff would inform the County Board of this decision.  
 

 Diane provided information to the Commission regarding a new request for a memorial plaque.  
The sponsor is requesting a memorial plaque to be placed on a bench in Chestnut Hills Park in 
honor of his mother who supported the establishment of the park for a place for neighborhood 
kids to play.     
 
Commission Action:  The Commission agreed to approve that the process should move forward 
with the understanding that a formal request would come back to the Commission later.   

 
Commission Member Reports (8:35 – 9:00) 
 APS (Jim Miekle/Pam Silberstein) 
 Budget/CIP  (Haynes/Epstein/Scott) 
 Courthouse Square Planning Study [Bill Ross] – County Board adopted on September 21  
 Columbia Pike Food Star (Renee Mayo) 

 The site has slope issues so one of challenges for the plaza is to meet ADA requirements for 
access.   

 Crystal City Review Commission (Alonzie Scott) 
 Facilities Study (Haynes) 

 The Community Facilities Study Committee continues work on developing siting principles and 
policies.  The plan will be reviewed at a joint County/School Board meeting on September 29.  
Drafts may be available after the September 9 and/or 24th Community Facilities Study meetings.  

 Four Mile Run [Edie Wilson] 
 Grants/Awards Committee  

-- Bill Thomas Award (Mayo/Marshall) 
 Lee Highway President’s Group (TBD) 
 Long Bridge Park [Alonzie Scott/ Bill Ross] 
 Natural Resources (NRJAG) [Haynes/ Gearin/ Epstein] 

http://projects.arlingtonva.us/projects/new-rosslyn-highlands-park/
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 Did not meet since last PRC meeting. 
 Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) [Jim Feaster] 
 Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) [Gearin/Elmore] 

 The Public Facilities Review Committee (PFRC) met at Abingdon 9/2 to discuss the Abingdon use 
permit conditions; and then to discuss Stratford. 
 
ABINGDON – Many neighbors attended to share concerns about inadequate noticing for 
meetings and school expansion; and, with the planned expansion, loss of passive open space and 
ongoing maintenance. Because Fairlington is composed of several HOAs, as well as civic 
associations, some groups may have initially been overlooked in the meeting noticing. 
Additionally, APS has an electronic system to notify neighbors by radius that does not appear to 
be working. Neighbors are concerned with an already over-programmed field that may preclude 
their casual use of the space. Maintenance issues include ensuring snow removal via other than 
the back hillside that slowly melts towards Courtbridge I (down the hill from the school). Note 
that there will be two use permits, one for the school construction and one with Fairlington 
Villages to allow 15 offsite parking spaces. The most recent staff report can be found online 
at Abingdon-PFRC-Report-Conditions     
The County Board hearing for the Abingdon use permit will be on September 21, 2015.          
 
STRATFORD — Discussion regarding siting of an expansion to the Stratford school 
continued. There are few options to build without going into either parkland (including the 
parking lots), or the school or playing fields. APS continues to anticipate VDOT approval to 
access the site via Old Dominion at some point, so includes options that can accommodate this in 
a couple of years. Additionally, HALRB continues to argue the merits of preserving the historic 
character of the building. PFRC has thus far resisted consensus towards any one design option. 
PFRC meets to discuss Stratford again 9/17 at Stratford, 6:30pm. The most recent staff report 
for Stratford PFRC may be found online at Stratford Final PFRC Staff Report   
 
Wilson School – The project is over budget likely due to expansion of the program space in the 
new building, cost escalation and cost for the parking garage.   
 

 Public Spaces Master Plan Update (Haynes/Gearin) 
 Contract with consultants has been finalized.  Consultants are analyzing data provided by DPR 

and work will begin shortly on survey. 
 A meeting is scheduled for October 14th to meet with the consultant. 

 South Arlington School Siting Work Group  [Wilson/Epstein] 
 South Arlington Working Group Meeting #8 will be held on September 16, 2015 at Wakefield 

High School to continue discussions around site considerations for a new neighborhood 
elementary school in South Arlington.   

 Four parks originally selected for facility sites. Think a couple of those parks were taken off of 
list for consideration. TJ is still on the table. There are three APS sites which are viable.   

 Site Plan Review: 
-  Ballston (Conor Marshall) – SPRC meeting on September 16. 
-  Red Top Cab PDSP [Bill Ross] 

 The Commission may want to review the proposal for this site as it relates to the Clarendon 
Sector Plan's proposals for parks and open space. The currently proposed pocket park still 
needs to wait for the current owner of the New England Furniture Company to agree to sell 
their property. But there are other proposed open spaces in the sector that we should 
promote.  

-  Pentagon Centre PDSP & Final Site Plan Amendment [Bill Ross] – County Board hearing on Sept.  
    21  
-  Rosslyn Plaza PDSP (Caroline Haynes) Nothing to report. 

http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2015/08/Abingdon-PFRC-Report-Conditions.pdf
http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2015/08/PFRC08282015-Stratford_Final.pdf
http://projects.arlingtonva.us/public-spaces-master-plan-psmp-update
http://www.apsva.us/Page/30469
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 Sports Commission [TBD] 
 Urban Agriculture [Renee Mayo] 

 Friends of Arlington Urban Agriculture group was formed to work with PRC in promoting 
agriculture in the county.   

 Urban Forestry Commission [Caroline Haynes] 
 Did not meet in August. 

 Williamsburg Field Lighting Working Group (Bill Ross) 
 The work group will be meeting to hear about different lighting used for county fields.  The 

group is expected to continue to meet through June.   
 

Announcement:  
 On October 7th, an Environmental County Board Candidates Forum will be held in the conference 

center at the Arlington Trades Center so that voters have an opportunity to learn about the 
candidates' positions on parks and environmental issues affecting Arlington County.   

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:40pm.   
 
Next Meeting: October 27, 2015  
 

http://topics.arlingtonva.us/urban-agriculture/friends-of-arlington-urban-agriculture

