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Proposed FBC Amendments/Interpretations 

 

Map Amendment _____  Text Amendment _____ 

 

Topic: Sign regulations amendments related to recent case law 

 

Issue:  

1. A United States Supreme Court ruling from June 2015 impacts regulation of 

content in local jurisdiction sign regulations. 

 

Purpose (Why is a change to the FBC needed?) (Examples: Constructability; Change in 

vision; Precedent; Avoid future results of unintended circumstances):  

To update the Zoning Ordinance for consistency with recent case law.  These proposed 

amendments to the sign regulations in both Form Based Codes are driven by a June 18, 

2015 United States Supreme Court decision, discussed further below.   

 

Discussion:   

Staff has drafted proposed amendments to the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance sign 

regulations, including both Form Based Codes, to ensure consistency with a recent 

United States Supreme Court decision on June 18, 2015, Reed v. Town of Gilbert, 

Arizona.  Also included in this set of amendments, are some organizational and clarifying 

edits to make the format and organization of the FBC sign regulations more consistent 

with that of the N-FBC.   

 

Background. On June 18, 2015, the United State Supreme Court (Court) ruled in Reed v. 

Town of Gilbert, Arizona (Reed), that a municipality’s regulations restricting non-profit 

directional signs more stringently than signs with other noncommercial messages 

(specifically, political signs), were content-based regulations of speech. In making this 

ruling, the Court adopted a standard which fundamentally changed how the Fourth 

Circuit determines whether the text of a sign ordinance is content-based. While the 4th 

Circuit previously looked at the government’s intent to make this determination, now the 

standard is based purely on whether the government is differentiating between types of 

noncommercial signs.  In light of this decision, the purpose of the proposed 

amendments to the Zoning Ordinance is to remove any content-based regulations not 

consistent with this decision. The decision maintains jurisdictions’ ability to distinguish 

between commercial and noncommercial content, and between on- and off-premise 

advertising.  

 

The case. A local church in the town of Gilbert, Arizona, that did not have a permanent 

facility, regularly used facilities throughout the town for its services. The town’s sign 

ordinance allowed temporary directional signs for non-profit events, up to six square 

feet in size, to be placed in certain locations (excluding the public right-of-way) for up to 

12 hours prior to and two hours after such an event. However, the town’s sign 

regulations, which echoed the state law, allowed political signs, up to 32 square feet in 
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size, to be placed in the public right-of-way, for up to 60 days prior to and 15 days after 

an election. The town’s ordinance also allowed commercial signs on weekends in certain 

locations, to provide directions to new developments.  The church was cited with a 

zoning violation after posting signs a day ahead of an event, rather than the twelve 

hours allowed by the town’s ordinance for directional signs for non-profit events. The 

church’s pastor, Clyde Reed, subsequently sued the town on the basis of content-based 

regulations in its sign regulations which violated the First Amendment of the 

Constitution’s guarantee of freedom of speech. After the town prevailed several times in 

the lower courts, the case was elevated to the U.S. Supreme Court, which reversed the 

lower courts’ decision.  

 

Proposed amendments. This U.S. Supreme Court decision impacts local jurisdiction sign 

regulations throughout the country. Arlington last comprehensively updated its sign 

regulations with an amendment adopted by the County Board on July 24, 2012.  Form 

Based Code sign regulations in the commercial code were last comprehensively 

amended on April 25, 2009.  The goals of the 2009 update were to provide greater clarity 

and certainty as to what signs are permitted, as well as greater flexibility for sign design.  

When the Neighborhoods Code sign regulations were adopted on November 16, 2013, 

the sign regulations in that code were drafted to be consistent with the commercial code 

regulations.  Staff has now undertaken a comprehensive review of the County’s existing 

regulations in light of the recent ruling to ensure that the Ordinance does not regulate 

content in any way inconsistent with the recent Supreme Court decision. Distinctions 

between commercial and noncommercial content, and between on- and off-premise 

advertising are proposed to remain in the Ordinance.  

 

Proposed amendments in this first phase of the study are to the sign regulations in 

Article 13 of the Zoning Ordinance, as well as to both Form Based Codes.  Staff 

anticipates that there will be a second phase of this review for consistency with Reed, 

where such changes may result in more substantive changes to policy.  Furthermore, as 

the lower courts rule on future sign cases, additional clarity with regard to how the 

courts interpret the Reed decision may lead to subsequent proposed amendments. 

Public outreach for a second phase would be designed to involve stakeholders of any 

proposed changes to policy.  All proposed amendments in the first phase fit into five 

categories, and proposed Form Based Code amendments are summarized below:   

1. Updates to remove content-based regulations for consistency with Reed  

 Both Codes:  

o Shared parking within a structure (VI.F.2.c, 611.B.5) 

o Blade type shop signs (VI.F.3.d, 611.C.3.d) 

o Traffic control signs, by reference only (VI.F.3.J, 611.C.9). Traffic 

control signs as a specific sign type, and the associated definition, are 

proposed to be removed from the Zoning Ordinance (Article 13), as 

the sign type itself is based on the content of the sign, therefore, the 

reference is proposed to be deleted from the Form Based Codes  
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2. Structural/organizational changes for clarity of use 

 Commercial Form Based Code (Appendix A, Section VI.F).  This section is 

proposed to be restructured for clarity.  The restructuring is modeled to be 

parallel to the structure of the sign regulations in the Neighborhoods Form 

Based Code such that allowed signs (e.g. number of signs for each use) are 

listed first, followed by sign standards (e.g. size, placement, etc.).  

Additionally, provisions are proposed to be numbered for reference purposes 

(provisions are currently listed in bullets) 

3. Clarifications to language that are not substantive in nature (do not 

implement any change to policy)  

 Commercial Nodes Form Based Code (Appendix A, Section VI.F): 

o Clarifying edits are proposed throughout for readability consistent 

with the proposed revised format. 

o Intent (VI.F.1): Text encouraging creative art and graphics on blade 

type shops signs is proposed to be moved from VI.F.3.d (sign 

standards) to the intent.  

o References to the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance (ACZO) are 

proposed to be updated consistent with organizational changes in 

Article 13 (signs). 

 Neighborhoods Form Based Code (Appendix B, Part 6, Section 611): 

o Intent (611.A): Text encouraging creative art and graphics on blade 

type shops signs is proposed to be moved from 611.C.3 (sign 

standards) to the intent because is a visionary statement rather than 

a requirement.   

o References to the ACZO are proposed to be updated consistent with 

organizational changes in Article 13 (signs). 

 Provisions by reference only (VI.F.3.J, 611.C.9):  

o Architectural lighting (§13.2.3.D). Proposed amendments clarify 

applicability to Form Based Code (FBC) projects approved through the 

use permit process.  The Applicability section of the Ordinance is 

currently referenced by the sign regulations in both the commercial and 

neighborhoods FBC, however, the architectural lighting provisions are 

accessed only through the site plan process, which is not applicable to 

the FBC. 

o When the Form Based Code sign provisions were developed, the same 

flexibility with regard to modification of sign regulations was provided to 

Form Based Code signs as is afforded to signs in the rest of the County.  

Both the commercial nodes and neighborhoods Form Based Codes 

reference Section 13.3.1.A.2(a) and (b), which give the County Board 

limited authority to approve modifications to certain sign provisions.  

However, both these provisions are applicable only to signs included in 
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aggregate sign area, which is a term that is not applicable to either Form 

Based Code.  In order to clarify how these provisions would be accessed 

by properties subject to the Form Based Codes, the definition for 

aggregate sign area (§18) is proposed to be amended to capture Form 

Based Code signs in addition to signs subject to §13.   

4. Minor policy changes resulting from subtle changes to zoning text 

 Commercial and Neighborhoods Form Based Codes (VI.F.3.c, 611.C.6):   

o Street address signs.  This provision is proposed to be deleted from 

both Codes.  County Code §27.12 requires that each dwelling unit or 

building “display the street address identification number on each 

front entrance to the dwelling unit or building in a manner as to be 

visible and distinguishable from the curb line or pavement edge of the 

opposite side of the street…” or from a distance of 30 feet.  This 

County Code provision allows for street address signs (number only) 

that are not regulated by the Zoning Ordinance.  The standards in the 

Form Based Codes for address signs (non-cursive lettering 6 – 8 

inches tall, placed between 6 and 10 feet above grade) would no 

longer be required.  Article 13 of the Zoning Ordinance does not 

provide additional sign area for address signs. 

5. Other proposed policy changes. 

 Banner systems by reference only (VI.F.3.J, 611.C.9). The sign regulations 

include provisions for banner systems  that allow the County Board to 

authorize the County Manager to place noncommercial banner systems in the 

public right-of-way (§13.9.2).  These banner systems have been used on 

Columbia Pike, and in Rosslyn and Crystal City to identify neighborhoods (i.e. 

with images and/or text such as, Spring, Summer, Eat, Live, Dine, etc.).  

Because the signs are placed in the public right-of-way (and typically 

attached to County property, such as street light poles), the County Board 

ordinance approving the signs regulates the specific size, location and 

physical characteristics of the banners.  However, banners are a very specific 

sign type defined as a sign applied to fabric or other flexible, durable 

material, so the sign type cannot be changed by the County Board as part of 

its adoption.  There are signs that may appear similar to banners that could 

not be approved under this provision (e.g. light weight and similar in 

appearance, but not made of the flexible or fabric material that defines a 

banner), which allows only banner signs.  Staff proposes to broaden this 

provision to accommodate other sign types beyond banners.  The 

administrative and legislative review and associated public process required 

for approval of these sign systems would continue to include review of the 

appropriateness of the proposed signs for placement on County property and 

of the physical characteristics that can be accommodated by the light pole 

(or other fixture) on which the signs are to be placed.  Other changes to this 

provision are proposed for consistency with the Reed decision. 
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Schedule. 

March 17, 2016 Zoning Committee of the Planning Commission (ZOCO) 

April 13, 2016 Form Based Code Advisory Working Group 

May 14 or 17, 2016 Request to Advertise (County Board) 

June 6 or 8, 2016 Final consideration (Planning Commission) 

June 18 or 21, 2016 Final consideration (County Board) 

 

 

FBC References (section/page #):     _______________________ 

 

CP-FBC, Section VI. Architectural Standards, F.  Signage 1 

 2 

F. Signage 3 

 4 

1. INTENT AND GUIDING ILLUSTRATIONS FOR SIGNAGE 5 

Signs along the Columbia Pike Special Revitalization District’s commercial 6 

frontages should be clear, informative to the public and should weather well. 7 

Appropriate signage is desirable for advertising Columbia Pike shops and offices, 8 

and decoration. However, signage that is glaring or large creates a distraction, 9 

intrudes into and lessens the Columbia Pike Special Revitalization District 10 

experience, and creates visual pollution. The illustrations and statements on this 11 

page are advisory only. Refer to the Code standards below for the specific 12 

prescriptions of this section. 6.12 13 

 14 

2. STANDARDS FOR SIGNAGE (WHERE CLEARLY VISIBLE FROM THE STREET)  15 

Form Based Code projects may have the following signs that comply with the 16 

standards set forth below: 17 

 18 

A.  Building signs: 1 sign per building which may be a masonry or bronze 19 

plaque, or alternatively, a wall or blade type building sign.  20 

B.  Signs for retail and office spaces: AWNING signs and STREET address signs. 21 

In addition, 1 blade sign, 1 graphic sign and up to a total of 3 wall or 22 

window signs per tenant. One additional wall or window sign and 1 23 

additional blade sign are permitted for tenants occupying retail or office 24 

spaces with more than one STREET FRONTAGE. 25 

C.  Signs for SHARED PARKING within a structure: 1 wall sign meeting the 26 

standards below and blade signs meeting the standards for incidental 27 

signs are set forth in 13.7.H. 28 

 29 

Signage Standards: 30 

 Wall signs for retail and office spaces are permitted either within the area 31 

above the GROUND STORY windows and below the second STORY windows, 32 
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or on the vertical front of or on top of a CANOPY. All wall signs shall be 33 

placed within a horizontal band not to exceed 2 feet in height. This band 34 

shall not be located higher than 18 feet or lower than 12 feet above the 35 

adjacent sidewalk, unless placed on the front of or on top of a CANOPY. If 36 

placed on top of a CANOPY, the 2-foot band shall not extend more than 2 37 

feet beyond the top of the CANOPY. Wall signs shall not come closer than 2 38 

feet to an adjacent COMMON LOT LINE or the boundary of the area permitted 39 

to be used by the retail or office tenant. 40 

 Wall signs for SHARED PARKING within a structure shall be placed in a 41 

horizontal band not to exceed 2 feet in height. This band shall be located 42 

immediately above the entrance to be SHARED PARKING structure and shall 43 

not be higher than 4 feet from the top of the entrance opening. 44 

 Letters on all wall signs shall not exceed 18 inches in height or width and 45 

3 inches in relief. Wall signs shall not exceed 20 feet in length. 46 

 Window Signs are permitted to be placed or painted within GROUND FLOOR 47 

or second STORY office and retail windows and the entire window sign shall 48 

fi t within a rectangle of 8 square feet. Window signs shall be allowed 49 

automatic changeable copy elements as set forth in 13.12. 50 

 STREET address signs may be placed at STREET entry doors using 6 to 8 51 

inch tall, non-cursive type lettering. Such letters shall be located between 52 

6 feet and 10 feet above grade. 53 

 Blade type shop signs are encouraged, and shall be permitted for retail 54 

and office tenants.  Except for blade type building signs permitted as an 55 

alternative to the masonry or bronze plaque below, they shall be not more 56 

than 6 square feet and shall be located so that there is a minimum of 9 57 

feet clear height above the sidewalk and below the blade type sign.  Blade 58 

signs may be hung from an overhang or AWNING. Blade signs shall not be 59 

internally illuminated and the company name or logo may occupy no more 60 

than one-half of the square footage within the blade sign. Creative art, 61 

graphics or materials are encouraged in the area of the blade sign not 62 

containing the company name or logo. Only one blade sign shall be 63 

permitted per tenant per STREET FRONTAGE and only for tenants occupying 64 

the GROUND FLOOR or second STORY 65 

 One graphics sign (a graphics sign is a sign designed to be read only from 66 

a distance of less than 3 feet away), such as, but not limited to restaurant 67 

menus or building directories, may be displayed in a permanently 68 

mounted display box of not more than 3 square feet on the surface of the 69 

building adjacent to the entry. Graphics signs shall not be exposed to the 70 

elements. 71 

 One masonry or bronze plaque, or alternatively, on a MAIN STREET or 72 

AVENUE building, one wall or blade type building sign may be placed on a 73 



7 | March 29, 2016 

building as shown in the following table. Such wall or blade signs shall not 74 

cross from one vertical discrete facade composition to another. 75 

Sign 
Type 

Number 
of Stories 

Placement Maximum size of sign (in square feet) 

Masonry 
or bronze 

plaque 
Any 

In the building's 

cornice/PARAPET wall or 

under the eaves and above 
the upper STORY windows. 

8 

Wall or 
blade 
sign 

No more than 50% of the sign area shall 
be placed above the top STORY identified 

below 

<70 feet of 
building 
frontage 

70 – 150 feet 
of building 
frontage 

> 150 feet 
of building 

frontage 

2 GROUND 

35 

35 

50 
3 – 4 2nd 

5 3rd 
70 

6 4th 

7 5th 

50 100 
8 6th 

9 7th 

10 8th 

 76 

 Signs shall be further limited and regulated by the following provisions in 77 

Article 13 of the Zoning Ordinance, which shall be incorporated as if fully 78 

set forth herein: 13.2, 13.3.A.1, 13.3.1.A.2(a) and (b), 13.3.1.B, 13.3.2, 79 

13.4, 13.7.6, 13.7.8, 13.7.11, 13.7.13, 13.9.1.H, 13.9.2, 13.11, 13.12, 80 

13.15, 13.16, 13.17, 15.8.8, 15.9, 17.4. 81 

 External lighting directed towards signage that is not internally illuminated 82 

is permitted. The energy efficiency of lighting should be considered. 6 83 

 84 

AWNINGS/Overhangs: 85 

 86 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, when an AWNING or overhang is incorporated into 87 

a building, the following requirements must be met: 88 

 Minimum 10 feet clear height above sidewalk, minimum 6 feet depth out 89 

from the building façade (maximum to curb or tree-planting strip/furniture 90 

zone, whichever is closer). 91 

 Canvas cloth or equivalent (no shiny or reflective materials), metal or 92 

glass. 93 

 No internal illumination through the AWNING/Overhang. 94 

 Except for wall signs permitted to be attached to CANOPIES, lettering 95 

and/or logos on AWNINGS and CANOPIES shall be limited to 5 inches tall on 96 

the vertically hanging fabric/face at the curb side of the AWNING or CANOPY. 97 

 No one-quarter cylinder configurations. 6 98 
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* * * 99 

 100 

N-FBC:  Part 6.  General Architectural Standards, 611. Signs 101 

 102 
* * * 103 

 104 

611. Signs 105 

A. Intent and Guiding Illustrations for Signs 106 
Signs identify residential address, advertise Columbia Pike shops and offices, and provide 107 

decoration. The intent of the sign standards for the Columbia Pike Neighborhoods Special 108 

Revitalization District is to provide signs that are clear, informative to the public, energy 109 

efficient, and durable. The sign standards also intend to provide for signs that are not glaring and 110 

do not create a distraction or visible pollution. The illustrations and statements in this paragraph 111 

are advisory only. Specific prescriptions of this section are in the standards below. 112 

 113 

B. Allowed Signs 114 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS may have the following signs, provided they comply with the standards 115 

set forth in 3 below: 116 

1. URBAN MIXED USE and URBAN RESIDENTIAL buildings may have: 117 

a.  One STREET-SPACE address sign per STREET-SPACE entry door; 118 

b.  AWNING signs; and 119 

c.  One building sign. 120 

2.  TOWNHOUSES and SMALL APARTMENT buildings may have STREET-SPACE address signs and the 121 
signs below: 122 

a. One STREET-SPACE address sign per STREET-SPACE entry door; 123 

b. AWNING signs; 124 

c. One building sign per SMALL APARTMENT BUILDING, and 125 

d. One wall sign per STREET-SPACE frontage for each TOWNHOUSE development. 126 

3.  DETACHED BUILDINGS may have one STREET-SPACE address sign per STREET-SPACE entry 127 

door. 128 

4.  COMMERCE, SHOPFRONT and OFFICE spaces, where allowed, may have the following signs 129 

in addition to the signs allowed for the designated BES SITE in which they are located: 130 

a.  AWNING signs; 131 

b.  One blade type shop sign per GROUND STORY or second STORY tenant per STREET-132 

SPACE elevation; 133 

c.  One graphic sign per tenant; 134 

d.  Up to a total of three wall or window signs per tenant; and 135 

e.  One additional wall or window sign and one additional blade sign for tenants 136 

occupying RETAIL or OFFICE spaces with more than one STREET-SPACE frontage. 137 

5.  Where there is SHARED PARKING within a structure, the following signs are allowed for the 138 
SHARED PARKING in addition to the signs allowed for the designated BES SITE in which the 139 
SHARED PARKING is located: 140 

a.  One wall sign for the SHARED PARKING; 141 
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b.  One or more blade signs meeting the standards for incidental signs as set forth in 142 

13.7.H of the 143 

6.  Existing residential buildings with existing free-standing signs may retain or reface existing signs, 144 
or replace existing signs in accordance with Section 13.6 of the Arlington County Zoning 145 
Ordinance. 146 

* * * 147 

 148 

C. Sign Standards 149 
1.  All signs: 150 

a.  External lighting directed towards signs that are not internally illuminated is 151 

permitted. Signs shall not have automatic changeable copy elements unless explicitly 152 

permitted below. 153 

2.  AWNINGS/Overhangs: 154 

a.  Except for wall signs permitted to be attached or affixed to CANOPIES, lettering 155 

and/or logos on AWNINGS and CANOPIES shall be limited to 5 inches tall on the 156 

vertically hanging fabric/face at the curb side of the AWNING or CANOPY. 157 

3.  Blade Type Shop Signs: 158 

Blade type shop signs for COMMERCE, SHOPFRONT and OFFICE uses shall meet the 159 

following standards: 160 

a.  Except for blade type building signs permitted as an alternative to the building sign 161 

below, blade type shop signs shall be not more than 6 square feet, shall project from 162 

the building no more than 42 inches, and shall be located so that there is a minimum 163 

of 9 feet clear height above the sidewalk and below the blade type shop sign. 164 

b.  Blade type shop signs may be hung from an overhang, CANOPY, or AWNING. 165 

c.  Blade type shop signs shall not be internally illuminated 166 

d.  The company name or logo on a blade type shop sign may occupy no more than one-167 
half of the square footage within the blade sign. Creative art, graphics or materials 168 

are encouraged in the area of the blade type shop sign not containing the company 169 

name or logo. 170 

e.  Blade signs for GROUND and second STORY tenants shall be located below the second 171 

STORY. 172 

4.  Graphics signs: 173 

a.  A graphics sign is a sign designed to be read only from a distance of less than 3 feet 174 

away, such as, but not limited to restaurant menus or building directories. 175 

b.  A graphics signs may be displayed in a permanently mounted display box of not more 176 
than 3 square feet on the surface of the building adjacent to the entry. 177 

c.  Graphics signs shall not be exposed to the elements. 178 

5.  Building sign: 179 

A building sign may be either a: 1) masonry or bronze plaque; 2) wall sign, which may be 180 

placed on a CANOPY; or 3) a blade type building sign. Building signs shall meet all 181 

requirements set forth in Section 611.C.5.a. through d. below. 182 

a.  A building sign shall be wholly contained within one COMPLETE AND DISCRETE VERTICAL 183 

FAÇADE COMPOSITION. 184 
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b.  Wall signs shall be composed of individual letters and may be lighted from behind the 185 

individual letters, but shall not be internally illuminated. 186 

c.  Blade type building signs shall project from the building no more than 42 inches, shall 187 

have a  minimum of 9 feet clear height above the sidewalk, and may be internally 188 

illuminated. 189 

d.  The standards in the following table apply to all building signs: 190 

 191 

Sign Type 
Number of 

Stories 
Placement Maximum size of sign (in square feet) 

Masonry 
or bronze 

plaque 
Any 

In the building’s 
plaque/parapet 

wall or under the 
eaves and above 

the STORY windows 

8 

Wall sign 
(may be 

placed on 
a 

CANOPY) 
or  Blade 

Type 
Building 

Sign 

No more than 50% of the sign area shall 
be placed above the top of the STORY 

identified below 

<70 feet of 
building 
frontage 

70 – 150 feet 
of building 
frontage 

> 150 feet 
of building 
frontage 

2 GROUND 

35 

35 

50 
3 – 4 2nd 

5 3rd 
70 

6 4th 

7 5th 

50 100 
8 6th 

9 7th 

10 -14 8th 

 192 
6.  STREET-SPACE address signs:  193 

STREE-SPACE address signs may be placed at STREET-SPACE entry doors, non-cursive type 194 

lettering between 6 to 8 inches tall. Such letters shall be located between 6 feet and 10 195 

feet above grade. 196 

7.  Wall Signs: 197 

a.  Wall signs for COMMERCE, SHOPFRONT and OFFICE spaces shall meet the following 198 
standards: 199 

(i)  Wall signs are permitted either within the area above the GROUND STORY 200 

windows and below the second STORY windows, or on the vertical front of or on 201 

top of a CANOPY. 202 

(ii)  All wall signs shall be placed within a horizontal band not to exceed 2 feet in 203 

height. This band shall not be located higher than 18 feet or lower than 12 feet 204 

above the adjacent sidewalk, unless placed on the front of or on top of a 205 

CANOPY. If placed on top of a CANOPY, the 2-foot band shall not extend more 206 

than 2 feet beyond the top of the CANOPY. 207 

(iii)  Wall signs shall not come closer than 2 feet to an adjacent COMMON LOT LINE or 208 
the boundary of the area permitted to be used by the retail or office tenant. 209 

Letters on all wall signs shall exceed neither 18 inches in height or width nor 3 210 

inches in relief. Wall signs shall not exceed 20 feet in length. 211 
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b.  Wall signs for TOWNHOUSES shall meet the following standards: 212 

(i)  Wall signs shall not exceed 6 square feet. 213 

(ii)  Wall signs are permitted on the FACADE of the GROUND STORY, or may be 214 

installed on a GARDEN WALL or STREET WALL. 215 

(iii)  Letters on wall signs shall exceed neither 8 inches in height or width nor 2 inches 216 
in relief. 217 

c.  Wall signs for SHARED PARKING within a structure shall be placed in a horizontal 218 

band not to exceed 2 feet in height. This band shall be located immediately above 219 

the entrance to the SHARED PARKING structure and shall not be higher than 4 feet 220 

from the top of the entrance opening. 221 

8.  Window signs: 222 

a.  Window Signs are permitted to be placed or painted within GROUND STORY OFFICE 223 

and RETAIL windows and the entire window sign shall fi t within a rectangle of 8 224 

square feet. 225 

b.  Window signs shall be allowed automatic changeable copy elements as set forth in 226 
13.12 of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance. 227 

9. Signs shall be further limited and regulated by the following provisions in Article 13 of the 228 

Arlington County Zoning Ordinance, which shall be incorporated as if fully set forth 229 

herein: 230 

 231 
SECTION  TITLE 

13.2  APPLICABILITY 

13.3.1.A.1; 
13.3.1.A.2(A) AND (B); 
13.3.1.B 

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS 

13.3.2  NO VARIENCES 

13.4  SIGNS PROHIBITED IN ALL DISTRICTS 

13.7.6 FLAGS (FOR ANY BES SITES) 

13.7.8  INCIDENTAL SIGNS (FOR ANY BES SITE) 

13.7.11  SIDEWALK SIGNS (FOR ANY ESTABLISHMENT DEVELOPED UNDER THIS CODE) 

13.7.13  TRAFFIC CONTROL SIGNS (FOR ANY BES SITE) 

13.9.1.H  NEIGHBORHOOD SIGNS 

13.9.2  BANNER SYSTEMS 

13.11  STANDARDS FOR LIGHTED SIGNS 

13.12  FLASHING, MOVING AND CHANGEABLE COPY SIGNS 

13.15  TEMPORARY SIGNS FOR CONSTRUCTION AND SALE/LEASING 

13.16 GENERAL PROVISIONS 

13.17 NONCONFORMING SIGNS 

15.8.8  SIGNS REQUIRING A COA 

15.9  SIGN PERMITS 

17.4  CRIMINAL PENALTIES 

 232 

 233 

  234 
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Arlington County Zoning Ordinance Article 13 Provisions referenced in the Form 235 

Based Code and discussed in this memorandum 236 

 237 

* * * 238 

 239 

13.2.2.D   Architectural lighting and embellishments and lighting of rooflines 

1. Architectural lighting and embellishments 
The following shall be allowed and shall not be considered signs only if they are shown on a site 
plan approved by the County Board under Error! Reference source not found. and neither 
contain nor include any word, logo or trademarked symbol: 

(a) Tubes or strips of lights that outline a building or a part thereof; 

(b) Lighting that highlights parts of a building that does not otherwise include a sign as 
defined in Article 18; and/or 

(c) Architectural embellishments such as special rooflines, parapets, building extensions or 
accessories. 

2. Lighting of rooflines 
In Metro Corridors as designated on the General Land Use Plan, the County Board may approve 
by special exception the lighting of roof lines of buildings at heights greater than 75 feet. 

 

 240 

* * * 241 

13.3.1.A.  For those signs included in aggregate sign area on properties 242 
subject to §13.6 or §13.7, the County Board may:  243 

(a) Reallocate sign area among sign types.  The County Board may approve an 244 

increase in the maximum permitted sign area identified for the subject 245 
sign type for one sign per building, if it also finds that: 246 

(1) The aggregate sign area for the building or project does not exceed 247 

the area allocated by §Error! Reference source not found.; and 248 

(2) The reallocation of sign area and/or lighting of the sign does not 249 

adversely impact abutting residential properties or residential 250 

properties across the street from the subject property. 251 

(b) Modify placement standards for signs, including standards for signs placed 252 

above a height of 40 feet only as set forth in §13.7.1.G.4, where 253 

topography or lot configuration significantly limits placement or 254 

effectiveness of signs(s) on the subject building or property, such that:  255 

(1) The location of the building, main building entrance or tenant 256 

entrance is not visible to pedestrian traffic; or 257 

(2) The surrounding street network or other transportation options limit 258 

visibility of signs placed in permitted locations; or 259 

(3) The building has frontage on a plaza or other pedestrian pathway 260 

where signs are not otherwise allowed. 261 

 262 

* * * 263 
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13.7.13     Traffic control signs  

B. Defined 
A sign used for traffic control and conforming with national or state standards for the design and 
installation of such signs. 

C. General standards 

 

Maximum size  As set forth in MUTCD 

Maximum height  As set forth in MUTCD 

Number allowed As needed 

Permit required? No 

Separate lighting?  As set forth in MUTCD 

Automatic changeable copy? As set forth in MUTCD 

Commercial messages? No 

Included in aggregate sign area? No 

D. Other standards 
1. Traffic control signs are allowed only where required by MUTCD and/or shown on an approved 

site plan; 

2. Traffic control signs (including lighting) must conform with the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control 
Devices; no other sizes are allowed and no separate lighting is allowed except as specified by 
those standard design sources. 

* * * 265 

13.9.2   Banner systems allowed 266 

The County Board may authorize the county manager to place, and upon such 267 

authorization, the county manager may place or cause to be placed, banners or 268 

banner systems in the public right-of-way in areas where sector, area or 269 

revitalization plans have been adopted by the County Board; or on Arlington 270 

School Board or joint Arlington County Board-Arlington School Board properties 271 

and/or streets abutting such properties.  Such banners or banner systems shall 272 
be authorized only after findings by the County Board that the proposed 273 

banners would not adversely affect traffic safety to a significant degree and that 274 

the proposed banners would not result in clutter that would adversely affect the 275 

appearance or character of the surrounding neighborhood.  The County Board 276 

ordinance will determine specific designs, size, locations and physical 277 

characteristics of the banners for a designated area; standards relating to maintenance, removal 278 

and replacement; and the length of time for which the banners may be displayed.  The messages 279 

on these banners shall be government speech, determined by the County Board or, if authorized 280 

by the County Board, by the county manager. 281 

 282 

* * * 283 

18.2  General Terms Defined 284 

* * * 285 
Aggregate sign area.  The total area of all signs of a sign type, for which “yes” is included in the 286 

“included in aggregate sign area,” line in §13.6 or §13.7, whichever is applicable for the 287 

property on which the sign is located. 288 

* * * 289 


