
In March 1865, the Congress of the United States established the Bureau of Refugees, Freed-

men, and Abandoned Lands to help African American citizens make the transition to freedom 

and peace following the Civil War. The Bureau assumed supervision of the Freedman’s Villag-

es, settlements set in place by the Union army nearing the end of the Civil War. Perhaps the 

most famous of the Freedman’s Villages was the community established in 1863 on the Arling-

ton House estate, the former home of Robert E. Lee which still stands on the grounds of the 

Arlington National Cemetery. With the eventual phasing out of the village in the 1890s, resi-

dents relocated to nearby communities including Queen City and East Arlington.  

 

In 1939, the commencement of World War II in Europe was momentous for Arlington County, 

and had long-ranging implications for its African American population. The neighborhoods of 

East Arlington and Queen City disappeared under the Pentagon, the Navy Annex, and area’s 

roadways. Uprooted by the construction, many residents shifted to the Arlington View and Green 

Valley neighborhoods. Initially in trailers, many later re-settled in apartment complexes built by 

the federal government. These projects, including the George Washington Carver Cooperative 

Apartments, were the final incarnation of housing provided for Arlington County’s African Amer-

icans since the founding of the Freedman’s Village in 1863. 

 

Arlington View, the neighborhood extending from Columbia Pike to 14th Road South, was origi-

nally part of an eighty-five acre parcel known as Johnson’s Hill, named for J.R. Johnson. John-

son’s Hill grew from rural farmland to a middle-class neighborhood populated by numerous freed 

slaves, many of whom became important leaders in the development of Arlington County.  A 

1938 Franklin Survey Map of Arlington County recorded the 3.35-acre tract beneath the Carver 

Homes as belonging to one such individual, Elhaney Green, a farmer, and his family.   

 

 

 

The Carver Apartments stood in this place from 1943 to 2015. Built to house those displaced dur-

ing the construction of the Pentagon, the homes were a wholly African American owned and oc-

cupied cooperative since the residents bought the complex from the federal government in 1949.  
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