
The Derecho Storm - Looking Back and Planning Ahead         By Tom Crane 
 
"How many days were you without power?" This was the common topic of conversation in the weeks 
following the derecho storm.  Short of wearing the "I survived derecho" T-shirt, there was always someone 
who one-upped others with their story of being out of power longer or having more damage to their home. 
 
The June 29th storm left at least 60% of Arlington County's 210,000 residents without power and disabled 
the county's 9-1-1 Emergency Call Centers. 
 
Confronted with the hard truth that it could be several days before power would be restored, many residents 
cleaned out their refrigerators, gathered some necessities, and journeyed to a friend or family member's 
home to camp out somewhere that had power. Some visited a designated "cooling center" to escape the 100 
plus degree heat index temperatures or took a day trip to the mall, movie theatre, or somewhere else with 
our favorite amenity: air conditioning! 
 
County staff diligently worked overtime to support the community, but with an area that spans 26 square 
miles, it became evident that the estimated 360 sworn police officers (not including 100 civilian staff), 320 fire 
department employees, and other staff were stretched thin. 
 
In a larger disaster, could Arlington County government meet the needs of the entire community within a 
couple days? No. And this would be an unrealistic expectation. Community members should take the 
responsibility to prepare themselves and their families so that first responders and County staff can be 
available for serious incidents and life-saving priorities. 
 
Jack Brown, Director of Arlington County Office of Emergency Management (OEM), appreciated that County 
residents helped out during and after the disaster. "The derecho underscored that the community can help 
out by doing the right things:  
being prepared, reporting incidents, listening to advisories, helping their neighbors, and staying put when it is 
safer than going outside. In times of emergency, the County's resources are stretched thin so we send 
resources to those in the most need first," 
 
Arlington County residents are no strangers to disaster. From the Pentagon attack of September 2011, the 
rain storm of May 2008, Snowmageddon of February 2010, Tropical Storm Lee of September 2011, to the 
5.8 earthquake of July 2010, the County has weathered the storm time and time again, but are we ready for 
a large scale disaster- a power outage lasting two weeks during a blistery winter, a dirty bomb attack, or a 
category three or four hurricane? It could happen. 
 
Chris Essig, Chair of the Arlington County Emergency Preparedness Advisory Commission, encourages the 
public to plan for future what if scenarios. "If the same type of event happened during the workweek, you 
may have a whole new set of challenges and you should plan for ways to overcome those challenges. What 
if your power went out for two weeks during February? Plan for what you would do, and consider other 
hazards that could potentially affect you, your friends and family, neighbors, schools, and workplace.  To 
help all our first responders it is important first that you can take care of yourself, then take care of your 
family, and finally if possible help neighbors in need.  The longer you can do this the better." 
 
With widespread power outages from the up to 70 MPH winds, many residents smartly turned to their smart 
phones to get news and alerts. The Arlington County website's Storm Updates page had over 16,654 views 
and the home page had 26,464 views during the days following the storm. County Twitter and Facebook 
activity spiked and 580 new subscribers signed on to Arlington Alert, while the Arlington Prepares mobile app 
had a 436% increase in usage. 
 
Be "In the Know" - Tips from OEM 
 
.        Sign up for Arlington Alert at www.arlingtonalert.com 
 
.        Download the mobile preparedness app on  
your smart phone - "Arlington Prepares" 
 
.        Tune to 1700 AM for important emergency information 24/7 
 
.        Organize a neighborhood meeting to discuss preparedness plans 
 

http://www.arlingtonalert.com/


Share Your Experiences - Save the Date! 
 
Come to the Community Forum on September 27th to share your experiences and learn more about how to 
prepare for disasters of all kinds. 
 
For more info and to learn about other 
Preparedness Month activities, go to http://sites.arlingtonva.us/oem 
 
 

http://sites.arlingtonva.us/oem

