
Community Development Citizen Advisory Committee (CDCAC) Meeting 
June 3, 2015 

2100 Clarendon Blvd – Courthouse Plaza 
Room 311 

 

Members Present:  Maryclare Whitehead, Gretel Larocca, David Gardner, Michael Sampson, 
Lincoln Cummings, Larry Withers, Kendon Krause, Diane Duston, Michael Spotts, Nicole 
Lewis 
 
Staff Present: Jennifer Daniels, Caitlin Jones, Marie Randall 
 
Maryclare Whitehead, CDCAC Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:34.   
 
1.  Public comment:   
 

There was no public comment.   
 
2. Approval of minutes:   
 

The minutes from the May 6, 2015 CDCAC meeting were approved unanimously with 
one revision made by Larry Withers.  

 
3. Action:  Clarendon Court Apartments 
 

Marie Randall, Housing Development Specialist, provided an overview of the proposed 
use of CDBG funds to support the rehabilitation of Clarendon Court Apartments by St. 
Louis-based affordable housing developer, McCormack Baron Salazar. Marie provided a 
history of the project, loan status, proposed scope of work and more. 

 
Q: Will tenants be moved during rehabilitation?   
A: Yes, but tenants will be given the option to move back after rehabilitation is complete. 
McCormack Baron has also hired a tenant relocation specialist to help organize the 
relocation plan. 
 
Q: Will tenant rents increase?   
A: Because of the deeper income targets that the developer is proposing, there is a 
possibility that some tenant rents will increase post-rehab. However, tenants have the 
option to not return to the property or they can take advantage of the county’s Tenant 
Assistance Fund (TAF). TAF funds provide rent assistance to qualified families who are 
displaced during a project rehabilitation for up to three years, or for the duration of 
renovation/ construction work plus 12 months, whichever is longer.  
 
CDCAC members approved the motion to use up to $2 million in CDBG funds for the 
Clarendon Court Apartments rehabilitation. 

 
 
 



4. Discussion:  FY 2017 NOFA CDCAC Review Process 
 
Caitlin Jones provided the tentative schedule for the NOFA review. Maryclare Whitehead 
opened the discussion by asking CDCAC members to think about how the review process 
can be improved. The goal of the discussion was to brainstorm ways to streamline the 
presentation sessions and to ensure that CDCAC members are present..  
 
Internal County Staff programs 
County staff proposed exempting internal county programs from submitting project 
proposals and proposal presentations. This includes Arlington Employment Center (AEC) 
programs, the Housing Division Outreach team, Code Enforcement team, and the MIPAP 
and Homeownership program staff.  
 
Maryclare Whitehead asked whether county program proposals were competitive. Staff 
reported that generally these proposals are not competitive because they fund internal 
programs and staff that are essential to county activities.  
 
CDCAC members agreed to exempt internal county programs from submitting proposals 
and doing presentations, unless there is a new program or significant expansion of a 
current program. Members did ask that County program staff still present to CDCAC 
about their accomplishments over the year in person in lieu of the formal proposal. 
 
Proposal Presentation Organization 
Maryclare Whitehead questioned the necessity of proposal presentations altogether and 
recommended that CDCAC only hear from new applicants and programs, exempting 
organizations with recurring grants from presenting their proposal.  
 
Diane Duson and David Gardner agreed that it was helpful in their first year serving on 
CDCAC to hear from all organizations and Kendon Krause said she has changed her 
scores in the past based on presentations. Gretel Larocca recommended inviting all new 
applicants, organizations with new and/or expanded programs, as well as “under-
performing” organizations and/or programs to attend on the same proposals night and to 
extend the amount of time allotted to these presentations.  
 
CDCAC members agreed to the recommendation for all new applicants, new and/or 
expanded programs and “under-performing” programs to attend on the same night. 
Members also asked that the remainder of the proposals be grouped so that 
organizations with similar programs are presenting around the same time. 
 
Video Conference and Recording 
Tim Denning asked whether it was possible to do video conferencing during the 
presentations.  Staff reported that room 311 does have video conference capabilities.  
 
Staff agreed to look into setting up video conferencing on presentations nights for 
members who are out of town and will also explore recording the session so CDCAC 
members can reference the recordings after each session. 



 
Coordination with Housing Commission 
County staff recommended that the Housing Commission review all proposals eligible 
for AHIF housing services funds, instead of those proposals being reviewed by both the 
Housing Commission and CDCAC.  
 
Michael Spotts suggested that staff provide CDCAC all proposal sheets so that members 
are aware of all programs being considered. Maryclare suggested that CDCAC and 
Housing Commission meet jointly once a year to discuss the programs that each funds.  
 
CDCAC members agreed that all proposals eligible for AHIF housing services funds will 
be reviewed by the Housing Commission and not CDCAC. 
 
Paper vs. Electronic Proposal Delivery 
County staff recommended that proposals be sent to CDCAC members electronically to 
reduce the amount of printing and paper.  
 
CDCAC members agreed to this proposal with the caveat that members are polled in 
advanced about which method they would prefer. 

 
5. Chair’s Report: Maryclare Whitehead polled members about the July and August 

meetings. Members agreed that the meetings were not necessary and should be cancelled. 
 
6. Staff Report:  Jennifer Daniels reported that staff will host a FY 2017 NOFA workshop 

for prospective applicants on July 21, 2015 and invited CDCAC members to attend. 
 
Caitlin Jones reported that in an attempt to cut down on the amount of printing, staff will 
no longer print agendas and minutes for CDCAC meetings. These items will still be 
distributed in advance of each meeting via email. CDCAC members asked that handouts 
for special presentations still be provided at meetings. 

 
7. Member Reports:  Last month staff asked that members come prepared to discuss the 

constituencies and commissions they represent during the meeting. 
 
Kendon Krause reported that she sits on the Tenant Landlord Commission, which is the 
county commission that hears grievances and mediates disputes between tenants and 
landlords. The mission of the Tenant Landlord Commission nicely complements 
CDCAC’s goal of improving the lives of the citizenry, increasing affordable housing and 
enhancing the diversity of the community. 
 
Michael Spotts presented on the Affordable Housing Study and Implementation 
Framework, which is nearing the end of the 3-year process. Michael reported that the 
plan will be submitted to the County Board for the Request to Advertise on June 16 and 
will be considered for adoption in July. He explained that even after the plan is 
considered by the Board, that the process is still far from over; the Implementation Plan 



will require a great deal of effort and urged other CDCAC members to participate in the 
public process for areas of the plan that are of concern to them. 
 
Diane Duston reported that as a member of the Columbia Pike Revitalization Board and a 
representative of the business community, she has seen a lot of change in her 
neighborhood over the last few years. She reported that her constituents are mostly 
concerned about geographic distribution of affordable housing because of the perception 
that the poorest neighborhoods will remain poor, which has a negative affect on schools. 
She is also concerned about the lack of affordable housing options for middle income 
renters and buyers. 
 
Nicole Lewis represents the Nauck community. Her constituent’s concerns stem mainly 
from the perceived concentration of affordable housing in their neighborhoods, increased 
school populations as a result and lack of funding for schools to adapt to additional 
students. 
 
Larry Withers noted the issue overlap between the commissions he serves on, CDCAC 
and the Citizens Advisory Commission on Housing. Larry mentioned that it has been 
interesting to see the impact CDBG has had on the community during his years of 
service.   
 
Gretel Larocca, who represents the Westover neighborhood, mentioned that constituents 
are generally supportive of affordable housing. She also mentioned that the Westover 
Farmer’s Market opened again and will run through November. 
 
Michael Sampson, who represents the public interest at large, reported that it is his 
perception that his peers generally are supportive of affordable housing. However, he is 
concerned that while his generation are usually renters, that many will want to become 
homeowners one day, which is considerably harder to achieve in Arlington. He 
mentioned that many of his peers are leaving the county for more affordable 
homeownership options. 
 
David Gardner is a member of the Community Services Board, which is tasked with 
advocating for funds that are spent on behavior health and substance abuse issues. 
Generally his constituency is concerned about permanent supportive housing options for 
these vulnerable populations and is impressed by programs funded through CDBG funds 
that align with this mission. In particular, David mentioned that the CRI Stabilization 
Services program at Buchanan Gardens was a great example for how Community 
Development Funds support the mission of the Community Services Board. 
 
Tim Denning is a representative of the public interest at large and lives in the Courthouse 
neighborhood. Tim noted that recently his neighborhood has been increasingly concerned 
about the new homeless shelter and what the impact will be on the neighborhood. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:12pm.   


