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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

March 8, 2016 
(approved April 12, 2016) 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

Carlota Cobo 

James Davenport 

Frances DeSilva 

David Dickson 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Laura MacNeil 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavroidis 

William Staderman 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

William Jones (staff) 

Larry Filler (staff) 

Andre Stafford (Metro) 

Steve Hearne (guest) 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m.  

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes for the February 9, 2016, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Metro Topics. 
 

Steve Yaffe provided two handouts on Metro.  One was a statement by General Manager 

Paul Wiedefeld titled “Restoring Pride in the National Capital Region’s Public Transit 

System.”  It describes his assessment of Metro’s current problems and his plans for the 

future.  

 

The other handout was a memo describing a reorganization of the Metro staff.  It includes 

establishment of a new Chief Engineer position, focused on planning and capital program 

management, and the realignment of bus and rail service under a Chief Operating Officer.  

The engineering department had been eliminated several years ago when John Cato 

became the General Manager.  The organization chart indicates that most of the current 

department heads are acting appointments. 

 

  

 



 2 

3. Transit Development Plan. 
 

Steve Yaffe introduced William Jones, a transit development planner in the Transit 

Bureau.  Mr. Jones and Mr. Yaffe gave a presentation on the draft recommendations from 

the 10-YearTransit Development Plan.  Staff and the consultants recently held six 

workshop meetings to get public comment on the TDP recommendations.  There have 

also been more than 500 responses to an on-line survey. 

 

The TDP is bus-oriented, with a focus on Columbia Pike and Crystal City.  The 

Columbia Pike recommendations include simplifying the Metrobus 16 Line routes, 

increasing capacity and service, faster boarding, new limited-stop premium service from 

Skyline to Pentagon City, and new limited-stop service to the Navy yard.  For Crystal 

City, the recommendation is to extend the Metroway bus service along 12th street to the 

Pentagon City Metro Station.  Franz Gimmler commented that he was disappointed that 

there is no “big idea” to replace the streetcar. 

 

Mr. Jones and Mr. Yaffe then went through the consultant recommendations for changes 

on each ART route and for Metrobus routes 2A and 23.  The proposal are detailed on the 

TDP pages on the County Web site. 

 

4. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 

 

Alexa Mavroidis referred to a STAR Points Bulletin that was sent to all STAR users to 

notify them of policy changes.  The bulletin announced the enforcement of the 

prohibition on double-booking of rides on STAR and changes to the cancellation and no-

show policy. 

 

5. Additional Items from Committee Members and Staff. 

 

Steve Yaffe reported that there would be a retirement party for Kelley MacKinnon on 

March 31 in the 9th floor staff lounge.  She on the transit operations staff and has been 

closely involved in the purchase of new vehicles. 

 

John Carten asked about potential topics for future meetings.  Steve Yaffe mentioned 

further reports on the Transit Development Plan, Metro updates, a Metro study of night-

owl services, the Crystal City multimodal project, and a redesign of the Columbia Pike 

transit stations. 

 

6. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

 

The next scheduled meeting date is Tuesday, April 12, 2016.     


