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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

April 14, 2015 
(Approved May 12, 2015) 

 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

James Davenport 

Frances DeSilva 

David Dickson 

Katy Lang 

Laura MacNeil 

Alexa Mavrodis (by phone) 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Mary Shavalier (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Lynn Rivers (staff) 

Matthew Huston (staff) 

 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. There was no public comment. 

 

1. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes from the February 10, 2015, meeting were approved. 

 

2. Columbia Pike Transit Stations. 
 

Matthew Huston gave a presentation on the Columbia Pike Transit Stations, which were 

redesigned following the installation of the prototype at South Walter Reed Drive.  The 

stations feature a modular design.  The standard station can be expanded or reduced in 

size, depending on the site conditions and the projected ridership.  There will be a public 

open house on April 28 at Arlington Mill to gather public comments.  The design for the 

first eight stations is 50 percent complete and construction is expected to begin in 

summer 2016.  The rest of the 23 stations are expected to be completed by summer 2019. 

 

John Carten asked about the size of the shelter.  The smallest single-canopy module is 

130 square feet and can shelter about 10 people.  The size of that module can double and 

double again.  David Dickson asked if the stations would have raised curbs and be long 

enough to accommodate two articulated buses.  There will be no change in the planned 

platform height or length.  The platforms will be 90 to 140 feet in length.  Harvey Berlin 

asked about the cost of the stations.  The standard station with two modules is estimated 

to cost $361,000 to construct, the single-module station $306,000 and the extended-size 

station $518,000.  Several members requested that the area under the shelter that is 

allocated for wheelchairs be prominently marked. 



 2 

 

3. Metro Topics. 
 

Lynn Rivers reported that early that morning she had ridden the first Blue Line train with 

the new 7000-series railcars.  She heard positive comments from riders.  The cars have a 

sleek feel, thinner seats, and better announcements.  The next line to get a train of the 

new cars will be the Red Line.  The area jurisdictions have been negotiating whether 

Metro would exercise an option to add 220 additional 7000-series cars to the current 

order.  They have also been negotiating whether to use the additional cars to expand 

service (as Virginia wants) or replace more of the older cars.  With the replacement 

option, the plan now is to run eight-car trains on the Orange and Blue lines during peak 

periods. 

 

Ms Rivers also discussed Metro’s search for a new general manager.  Mary Hynes had 

asked the metro staff to put together a public survey.  The survey was on line for two 

weeks, but it will be go back up.   

 

4. 32nd Street Closure. 
 

Mary Shavalier discussed the proposal to close a short section of 32nd Street South 

between Jefferson Davis Highway and South Eads Street.  The street lies between the two 

County properties that are being developed for the ART House.  Closing the street will 

make the contiguous properties more efficient and will permit the parking of four to six 

additional buses.  At the next TAC meeting, Ms Shavalier will make a presentation on the 

ART House construction.  

 

5. Transit Development Plan Update.  

 

Mary Shavalier reported on the six-year update of the Transit Development Plan (TDP), 

which is required by the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation (DRPT) 

for Arlington to continue to receive funding from the state.  Staff has begun public 

outreach on the TDP, including an on-line survey.  The TDP will address service on 

Columbia Pike and in Crystal City in lieu of the streetcar, but the County will also be 

hiring a consultant team to do a system-wide analysis.  The TDP will be submitted to the 

DRPT next spring and will inform the County’s next Capital Improvement Program in 

July 2016.   

 

Ms Shavalier said that even without the streetcar program, there are many transit projects 

in the current CIP.  Delivery of eight new NABI buses is expected in July.  The County’s 

FY 2016 budget includes increased service on ART routes 41, 42, 43, 43 and 87, as well 

as a new route, ART 55, that will replace Metrobus route 3Y in the Lee Highway 

corridor.   

 

6. Code of Conduct for ART. 
 

Steve Yaffe distributed a code of conduct for ART passengers that specifies prohibited 

behavior and provides a process for passenger suspension and appeal.  He said that ART 

is “growing up” and needs a code of conduct to be able to enforce the rules of behavior.  

Mr. Yaffe said he is interested in getting feedback from the TAC.  
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Laura MacNeil made a motion that the TAC approve the adoption of the code.  The 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

7. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee. 
 

Frances DeSilva said that the Subcommittee did not meet in March.  At the February 

meeting, they heard from Chris Blake, director of ADA policy and training for WMATA.  

He described the Coordinated Alternative to Paratransit Service (CAPS) programs in 

Maryland and D.C. that provide a lower-cost alternative to MetroAccess.  The Maryland 

program uses human service agencies to provide grouped rides.  The D.C. program works 

with the taxi industry to provide medical trips.  WMATA hopes to establish a CAPS 

program in Fairfax County, but does not anticipate doing so in Arlington because of the 

quality of the STAR paratransit service.  The Subcommittee also worked on a Code of 

Conduct for STAR.  It is on the Rider Guide.   

 

8. Additional Items from Members and Staff. 
 

Katy Lang mentioned that this is Sexual Assault Awareness Month and Metro is will be 

handing out flyers at five Metro stations tomorrow, including Clarendon. 

 

9. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  

 

The next meeting date is Tuesday, May 12, 2015.   


