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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

October 14, 2014 
(Approved November 13, 2014) 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Harvey Berlin 

James Davenport 

Frances DeSilva 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavrodis 

William Staderman 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Stephen Del Giudice (staff) 

Oleg Kotov (staff) 

Mark Schnaufer (staff) 

Andrew D’huyvetter (staff) 

Katy Lang (guest) 

 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with introductions of those present.   

 

Mr. Carten noted that in September, the Transit Advisory Committee went on a bus tour 

of transportation projects with the Transportation Commission.  Steve Del Giudice said 

that staff has been giving similar tours to members of the public to let people know what 

is in the transit capital program. 

 

1. Public Comment. 
 

No one requested to speak during public comment.   

 

Mark Schnaufer announced that there would be a public meeting on the Ballston 

multimodal project on November 3 at the Main Library. It will be from 6 to 8 p.m. in the 

second floor meeting room.  He will come back to a future TAC meeting to give an 

update on the project.  

 

2. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes from the June 10, 2014, meeting were approved. 

 

3. Courthouse Square Planning and Urban Design Study. 
 

Andrew D’huyvetter, a planner in the Department of Community Planning, Housing and 

Development, made a presentation on the Courthouse Square Planning and Urban Design 

Study.  This study, underway since January, is planning for the future use of the County- 
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owned surface parking lot and the area surrounding it.  It will lead next year to an update 

of the Courthouse Sector Plan.  The study is analyzing a public square or plaza with 

parking below it, locations for a potential new County office building, and the scale and 

use of adjacent development. .County planners have been going to various advisory 

groups and commissions to get feedback.   

 

Aspects of the study that would affect transit include recommendations to redesign 

Courthouse Road and Clarendon and Wilson boulevards with better sidewalks and 

bicycle facilities, to rebuild parts of 14th Street and 15th Street as curbless streets to be 

shared by pedestrians and slow-moving vehicles, to construct a pedestrian-focused Uhle 

Street promenade, to build a new Metro entrance from the underground Metro 

passageway opening onto the new public square, and to relocate the ART bus stops closer 

to the Metro entrance.  Several TAC members made favorable comments about examples 

of shared streets they had seen in cities in Europe. 

 

Mr. D’huyvetter said that he would provide links to the planning study on the Web. 

 

4. Bus Stop and Shelter Program. 
 

Oleg Kotov, the bus stop program manager, gave an update on the County’s bus stop and 

shelter program.  Since January, the County has installed eight shelters--six new and two 

replacements.  There are 10 shelters in storage that will be installed this year.  

Accessibility improvements have been made at 23 locations, and four curb extensions 

have been built at bus stops.  The boarding area at the busy DHS/Sequoia stop has been 

improved.  Many of the bus stop improvements are being done in conjunction with 

developer projects.  Mr. Kotov agreed to provide a list of the ADA improvements that 

have been made. 

 

Franz Gimmler noted that the pictures of the shelters did not show any “leaning posts,” 

which he has advocated.  He and other TAC members commented that the shelters shown 

were not particularly attractive and that they would like to see a better design.  These are 

standard, low-cost shelters from the manufacturer that the County has been using in 

commercial areas.  Steve Del Giudice said that comments from the TAC will be 

considered as the County develops a request for proposals to provide additional new 

shelters.     

 

5. Accessibility Subcommittee. 
 

Frances DeSilva said that the Accessibility Subcommittee is requesting the TAC to send 

a letter to the County Manager asking that newspaper boxes not impede access on 

sidewalks and at transit stops.  The subcommittee had heard on this issue from Dennis 

Jaffe, chair of the Pedestrian Advisory Committee, who was looking for support from 

other advisory groups.  Ms DeSilva proposed the following resolution: 

 

The Arlington County Transit Advisory Committee requests that the County 

Manager develop a permitting process with financial consequences for applicants 

seeking to place vending or distribution boxes for newspapers or any other items 

on or adjacent to public sidewalks.  The objective of this permitting process 

would be to require that the placement of vending boxes for newspapers and other 
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items on public sidewalks not impede the pedestrian right-of-way nor impede 

access into and egress out of transit vehicles, in compliance with guidelines 

developed in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1980. 

 

Franz Gimmler made and Herschel Kanter seconded a motion that the TAC adopt the 

resolution.  The motion passed unanimously.  John Carten said he would sign the letter to 

the County Manager. 

 

Ms DeSilva said that the subcommittee had also addressed taxi issues.  There have been 

several applications this year for additional taxi certificates, some of them for accessible 

vehicles.  Alexa Mavrodis said that the wait for an accessible taxi can be three hours.  

The subcommittee had provided feedback to Angie de la Barerra, Arlington’s taxi 

coordinator. 

 

6. Additional Items from members and Staff. 
 

Steve Del Giudice said that Steve Yaffe was not at the TAC meeting because he was 

attending the APTA conference and expo.  He said that at the next meeting staff would 

have a draft of the Transit Development Plan update and next year’s operating budget. 

 

7. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m.  

 

The next regular meeting date is Tuesday, November 11, 2014.  Because that is the 

Veterans’ Day holiday, staff will survey Committee members to determine an alternate 

meeting date.  (Based on the survey, Thursday, November 13 was selected as the meeting 

date.) 

 


