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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

November 13, 2014 
(Approved December 9, 2014) 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Laura MacNeil 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavrodis 

William Staderman 

Joseph Warren 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Stephen Del Giudice (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Mark Schnaufer (staff) 

Tim Brulle (AECOM) 

Katy Lang (guest) 

David Dickson (guest)  

 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. with introductions of those present.   

 

1. Public Comment. 
 

No one requested to speak during public comment.   

 

2. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes from the October 14, 2014, meeting were approved. 

 

3. East Falls Church Station Planning Study. 
 

Mark Schnaufer made a presentation on the East Falls Church Metrorail Station planning 

study.  Tim Brulle, from the consulting firm AECOM, was also present to respond to 

questions.  The study, led by WMATA, is looking at short-term options for the bus bays 

and parking area on the north side of the station.  With the opening of the Silver Line, 

demand for bus service at the station will increase.  The four existing bus bays are 

currently operating at capacity in peak periods.  

 

Three alternatives are being considered.  The no-build would have only operational 

changes.  The medium level investment would add a bus bay.  The high level investment 

would add two bays, make the entrance from Sycamore Street for buses only, move the 

ADA parking to be more convenient to the station entrance, make sidewalk 

improvements along Sycamore Street, and add a signalized crosswalk on Washington 

Boulevard.  The improvements would take two to three years for design and construction 



 2 

and would be intended to last for five to 10 years.  Over the longer term, Arlington’s 

plans for the station include locating a mixed-use development on the park-and-ride lot.  

 

Bill Staderman said that he liked the idea of moving the ADA parking.  Franz Gimmler 

said that the medium-investment option provided little gain and was not worth the effort.  

He suggested that consideration be given to moving the bus stops to on-street locations.  

Mr. Schnaufer said that this is a short-term plan and does not preclude that as a future 

option.  John Carten said he was glad to see the emphasis on pedestrian improvements. 

 

Mr. Schnaufer said he would be making a presentation to the East Falls Church Civic 

Association on December 4.  He expects to complete the study in January and will come 

back to the TAC next year.      

 

4. Ballston Metro Station Improvement Project. 
 

Mark Schnaufer gave an update on the Ballston Metro Station improvement project, 

following up on his presentation to the TAC last June.  The preferred alternative would 

remove the bus loop off of Fairfax Drive and add four bus bays along the street.  It would 

improves the pedestrian flow along the sidewalks, add landscaping, increase bicycle 

parking, and provide space for café seating adjacent to the buildings. The County has 

hired Parsons to do the design phase. 

 

Franz Gimmler suggested making Stuart Street a “shared street’.  Herschel Kanter asked 

about curb space for a kiss-and-ride function. 

 

5. Transit Development Plan Update. 
 

Steve Yaffe provided a list of priorities for bus service improvements in fiscal year 2016: 

 

1. ART Route 43 - add a bus for this peak-period service between Crystal City and 

Rosslyn/Court House. 

2. ART Route 41 – add a bus in the afternoon to relieve crowding and improve on-

time performance. 

3. New ART Route 53 – this route would supplement Metrobus Route 3A to provide 

15-minute off-peak frequencies along Lee Highway. 

4. Metrobus Route 3Y – extend service along Lee Highway west to the East Falls 

Church Metro Station as a peak-period skip-stop route. 

5. ART Route 87 – make changes to afternoon peak period service and extend 

evening service until 11:30 between Pentagon and Shirlington.  

6. ART Route 42 – increase frequencies for Saturday service between Ballston and 

Pentagon. 

 

The changes will require additional operating funding and will be dependent on the FY 

2016 budget process.  Staff will come back next month with costs and additional 

information. 

 

Franz Gimmler suggested operating the 3Y bus in the reverse direction to get people to 

the Silver Line at East Falls Church.  Steve Del Giudice said he would bring that 

suggestion to Metro. 
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6. Accessibility Subcommittee. 
 

Neither Frances DeSilva nor Alexa Mavrodis were at the meeting to report on the 

Accessibility Subcommittee.  Steve Yaffe said that the subcommittee had talked about 

the taxi issue.  A new company, All Access, has asked for certificates for 60 accessible 

taxis and Blue Top has asked for certificates for 10 accessible taxis.  Staff is 

recommending 10 for Blue Top and 30 for All Access.  The subcommittee supported 60 

for All Access. 

 

7. Additional Items from members and Staff. 
 

Joseph Warren asked that the agenda for the next meeting include a discussion of funding 

for the streetcar projects.  He also asked for a discussion of the contract with HDR for 

design of the streetcar.  Steve Del Giudice said that he would be able to discuss the scope 

for the design once the contract is finalized. 

 

8. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

 

The next meeting date is Tuesday, December 9, 2014.  

 


