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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

December 9, 2014 
(Approved February 10, 2015) 

 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

John Antonelli 

Harvey Berlin 

James Davenport 

Frances DeSilva 

David Dickson 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Katy Lang 

Laura MacNeil 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavrodis 

Christina Perez 

Joseph Warren 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Stephen Del Giudice (staff) 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Bee Buergler (staff) 

Lynn Rivers (staff) 

 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:04 p.m. with introductions of those present, 

including two new members, Katy Lang and David Dickson, who are in the process of 

being formally appointed to the Committee.   

 

1. Public Comment. 
 

There were no public speakers during the public comment period.  John Antonelli said 

that he had been appointed to the Emergency Preparedness Advisory Commission and 

would be leaving the Transit Advisory Committee.  He said it was an honor to have 

served on the Committee. 

 

Linda Massaro said that, as a resident of South Arlington, she was disappointed that the 

County Board dropped the streetcar program.  Joseph Warren said that he would like to 

make a statement on the streetcar at the next meeting.   

 

2. Meeting Notes. 

  

The meeting notes from the November 13, 2014, meeting were approved. 
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3. Transitway Construction Update. 
 

Bee Buergler gave an update on the construction of the transitway in Crystal City and 

Potomac Yard.  This is a joint project with Alexandria.  Alexandria has completed its 

portion of the transitway, and construction on the Arlington portion is about 50 percent 

complete.  The construction schedule is updated on the Web each week (type in 

“transitway” to search on the County Web site).  Completion is targeted for the May time 

frame.  Once construction is complete, public art will be added, striping and signing will 

be done, and the bus drivers will be trained. 

 

John Antonelli asked when the transitway would go to Pentagon City.  The buses will run 

in a one-way loop to Pentagon City. Eventually the transitway will be located on a new 

section of 12th Street, which is being built as part of a development project.  Harvey 

Berlin asked about financing for the transitway.  The $10.5 to $11 million cost is being 

funded from several federal state and local sources.  Alexa Mavrodis asked if there was a 

compromise between bus and streetcar in setting the platform height.  The platforms are 

designed for level boarding for buses; streetcars would have a difference of a few inches. 

 

4. Metro FY 2016 Budget. 
 

Lynn Rivers discussed the Metro General Manager’s proposed budget for Fiscal Year 

2016.  The operating budget is $1.8 billion, the capital budget $1.3 billion.  Arlington’s 

subsidy would rise from $53 million to $59 million.  The budget includes no assumed 

fare increase. It would continue the State of Good Repair program, but would defer the 

bus Priority Corridor Network and other initiatives.  To contain costs, MetroAccess 

dialysis patients would be shifted to taxis.  Some Metrobus service would be taken over 

by local bus operators.  The Metro Board will continue to discuss the FY 2016 budget 

and will schedule public hearings on proposed service changes. 

 

Alexa Mavrodis said she would like Ms Rivers to present the MetroAccess issues to the 

Accessibility Subcommittee.  Franz Gimmler said he would like a briefing at the next 

TAC meeting on ridership and parking changes due to the opening of the Silver Line. 

 

5. Transit Development Plan Update. 
 

Steve Yaffe and Steve Del Giudice led a discussion on the Transit Development Plan 

(TDP) update.  The FY 2016 proposals had been discussed at last month’s meeting.  Mr. 

Yaffe briefly covered some of the subsequent years.  Mr. Del Giudice said that the 

County has a mandate from the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation 

(DRPT) to develop a six-year TDP, which is updated each year.  A new six-year TDP 

will be prepared for FY 2017 and a consultant will be brought in to take a fresh look at 

the program for future years. 

 

Mr. Del Giudice said that the bus manufacturer NABI is closing down, so the County will 

need to look for a new supplier of transit buses.  He said there is money in the CIP to 

purchase land for bus storage, but he has not been successful in finding land in the 

County.  Franz Gimmler suggested looking at a lightly-used VDOT maintenance facility 

in East Falls Church. 
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Mr. Gimmler mentioned a public meeting in January on a visioning project for Lee 

Highway and urged transportation and transit staff to stay involved. 

 

6. Streetcar Decision. 
 

Steve Del Giudice said he had been asked by some people about the County Board’s 

decision to terminate the streetcar project for Columbia Pike and Crystal City and he 

wanted to make some comments.  He said the staff is in the process of terminating the 

contracts, including the program management contract and the environmental analysis for 

Crystal City.  The design contract had not yet been signed. 

 

He said staff is evaluating where to go from here.  The streetcar was in the Master 

Transportation Plan and the Transit Element and was included in land use plans.  The 

County remains committed to the Columbia Pike Multimodal project and to transit.  He 

said that the decision was a surprise to the staff.  The day before the Board’s decision, he 

was in Richmond to meet with DRPT, and the County had secured a commitment from 

the state to provide $65 million for the streetcar. 

 

Several TAC members suggested that an open discussion of the streetcar be placed on the 

agenda for the next meeting. 

 

7. Report from Accessibility Subcommittee.  

 

Frances DeSilva reported that the Accessibility Subcommittee met the previous week and 

inspected a new vehicle from Diamond Transportation.  Diamond has three of the 

wheelchair-accessible vehicles, which will be useful for grouping trips on STAR.  

 

Ms DeSilva said that there is a need for more members to join the Accessibility 

Subcommittee.  She urged those interested to participate.     

 

8. Additional Items from Members and Staff. 
 

Joseph Warren said that the TAC had not seen a performance report since last March.  

Steve Del Giudice said that quarterly reports and the FY 2014 analysis would be 

distributed at the next meeting.   

 

9. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.  

 

The next meeting date is Tuesday, January 13, 2015.  That is the week of the 

Transportation Research Board’s Annual Meeting and would cause conflicts for some 

members and staff.  John Carten asked staff to explore other options for the January 

meeting. 

 


