
ARLINGTON PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Wednesday, February 13, 2013  -  7:00 PM 
Courthouse Plaza 

2100 Clarendon Boulevard 
“Birch” Conference Room 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Attending: Jim Feaster, Elizabeth Perry, David Goodman, Tom Korns, 

Christine Ng, Eric Goodman 
 
1. Introductions  
 
2. Public Comment: 
Eric Goodman discussed the dangerous crossing to Sequoia from the 
Washington Blvd. Trail across the Arlington Blvd. ramp.  Tom Korns and David 
Goodman discussed improvements to the trail along Arlington Blvd. from 
Courthouse.  David mentioned cloverleaf improvements to make safer pedestrian 
crossings. David Goodman to bring up this issue with Ritch Viola. 
 
Letter by E2C2 recommends an improvement in access along Courthouse road, 
to do an environmental assessment on the East side.  There is concern about 
trail use, and who benefits, especially the community.  Trees and tree 
replacement were mentioned.  David Goodman said that the project is moving 
forward. 
 
3. Last Month's Minutes Approval.  
 
4. Chairman Walter Tejada’s remarks and PAC response.  Eric Goodman 
presented his letter to Chairman Tejada, and received comments from the 
members.  Comments included adding an example for police enforcement, 
adding specific percentage of failed reporting of streetlights out, and adding 
concern about missing pedestrian network links.  Eric to send letter out before 
next PAC meeting. 
 
5. County Budget Hearing, Work with BAC (March 26th @ 7 pm)  
Agenda item for next time.  David mentioned that a lot of the pedestrian program 
gets picked up by a lot of other programs.  Dedicated pedestrian money is about 
500K every two years.  Small cuts like 40K can reduce the ability to rebuild an 
entire intersection or segments of sidewalks.  There is an infrastructure part of 
Walk Arlington under David. Not showing up at the hearings makes it easier for 
County to cut funding.  Maintenance has very limit resources.  Request should be 
targeted to maintain pedestrian facilities.  Street infrastructure fixes.  There is a 
utility relocation pot of money. 



 
6. Zoning Committee Meeting on Sidewalk Cafés  
Brian Harner is now the chair of the Planning Commission. Rosemary is no 
longer the chair.  (It turns out that this meeting is only about Cafes on private 
property, and not in the public realm.) 
 
7. APS Multimodal Transportation and Student Safety Special Committee Update  
Eric asked: What should I be doing representing the PAC on the committee? 
Bring the issues to the PAC.  There was mention of a central facility for buses to 
stop at;  consolidating bus stops. Sheltered facilities? Walking school buses. 
David noted that he had a hard a walk to get to his kid’s bus stop; crossing 
George Mason Drive at an un-signalized crossing.  It was mentioned that 
perceptual problems can be overcome (on a situation by situation basis) 
Breaking the cycle of excuses. Every family has an option of doing something 
different. It was noted that transportation options limit who can take a bus to save 
money.  There are community costs and social costs.  
 
Tom Korns  talked about the intersection of 15th and N. Stafford is a perception 
issue. 
 
 
8. Longer Linked Pedestrian Routes (Tom Korns) 
Long hike routes; expanding our trails system.  Links that make routes more 
useful. For example, the long walking route from Bluemont down 9th street 
through Clarendon, has calm atmosphere along the R-B corridor.  Staff did not 
embrace the idea in the past, because they wanted complete streets, and people 
walking along the R-B corridor.  As we get more into quality of life, it is good to 
have well known routes like ‘greenways’.  Tom has been thinking about how to 
expand these routes to transit and retrofitted to other places.  Tom brought up a 
pedestrian median in Bethesda.  We would like to work to identify these routes 
and find missing links.  What a joy it is to find a pleasant route.  Example - Key 
Blvd through Lyon village.  Eric Goodman mentioned creating a “walking map” of 
Arlington.  Oak Ridge school had a walking map.  Maybe we could get 
WalkArlington folks to help publicize; getting input for a collective walking map. 
 David Goodman suggested that this should be a grassroots start.  The old bike 
map started as a collection of bikeable streets.  In 2010 the map was revamped 
to make it more logical; stitched together.   
Christine suggested that you could create pedestrian symbols similar to bike map 
to show safer intersections. 
Online mapping tools can be helpful. 
 
 
9. Staff Items (D. Goodman, D. Patton)  
- Ped improvements Joyce street improvements are done except for the 
pedestrian scale street lights.  Vastly improve quality of the walking.  Ribbon 
cutting next month?  David will send the time and date. 



- Carlin Springs road bridge over George Mason will be rebuilt.  Will have wider 
sidewalks and there will be bike lanes on the bridge.  Design is being done in-
house.   
- W and OD trail crossing at Lee Hwy - infrastructure improvements.  Looking at 
changes to the signal timing to provide better protection for the trail crossing. 
 Working with traffic engineers to look at a few options. We will get updates. 
- Snow clearing on the trails, staff has put together a proposal to the county 
manger.  Manager is considering.  Options - hiring contractors for clearing trails, 
staff using gator vehicles to clear.  Has not been tested before, David will provide 
an update. 
- Staff is looking at locations for rapid flash beacon and Hawk signals. 
 Considering Washington Blvd. and N. Utah Street.  They would only be activated 
by pedestrian or cyclist.  Working on those warrants. 
 
10. Previous Issues Follow-up (10 min) 
 - Joint PAC/BAC Meeting with Walter Tejada 
 - Stop Look Wave - Experimental Design 
 - WMATA Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements 
 - Capital Bikeshare locations 
 - Sidewalk Clear Space – ADA Compliance – Letter to Zoning Administrator 
 - Snow Removal 
 - Letter on Transfer Development Rights and sidewalk pedestrian space 
 - NTSB Recommendations on Distracted Driving 
 - Residential Sidewalks Priority  
 - Walkable Community Anniversary - Letter to County Manager 
 - Maintenance Funding 
 - Representative Membership (Follow-up) 
 
11. Other Items/Speakers for Future Meetings (5 min) 
Bob Duffy - new planning director 
Discussed future meetings with: 
WalkArlington 
Traffic Engineering 
Police 
 
Adjourned around 9:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 


