
 
 
ARLINGTON PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
    MINUTES 
 
Wednesday, June 13, 2012  -  7:00 PM 
Courthouse Plaza  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard 
“Birch” Conference Room 
 
Attending: Christine Ng,  Rosemary Ciotti, David Goodman, Ritch Viola, Eric 
Goodman, Chris Howard (sent a note to the WalkArlington about dangerous 
crossings), Dennis Jaffe. 
 
Prior to starting the agenda, Rosemary Ciotti described a recent incident involving 
Arlington Police enforcement.  Rosemary raised an issue of cars parked on the 
sidewalk at Ballston in front of Enterprise Car Rental.  They were customers of the 
Facca Luna restaurant.  Rosemary called the ACPD non-emergency number.  Police 
said that it is not a problem.  Curb cut was blocked.  It was very difficult to get a 
ticket written.  We discussed contacting the Police Liasion and the County Board 
about this enforcement issue. 
 
1. Introductions 
 
2. Washington Boulavard Trail  (Ritch Viola) 
Ritch presented the 80% design.  A lot of trees are coming down (175 trees coming 
down.). All trees will be replaced. The trail links Arlington Blvd to Columbia Pike.  
The County is working with VDOT, revenue sharing.  Penrose neighborhood is 
concerned with tree loss. Some opposition. Will add some pervious asphalt.  Some of 
the pervious pavement will be in Towers park. This will cost more and may reduce 
tree loss.  Ritch would like a letter of support from the Pedestrian Committee, that 
we see value in this project.  Ritch would like to complete the design this year.  The 
project will have good sight lines.   
 
There was discussion about cycle tracks and separation between bicyclists and 
pedestrians. 
 
3. Bicyclist / Pedestrian Accident 
The fatal accident involved an 80 year old woman on the 4 mile run trail north of 
Columbia Pike.  A 62 year old cyclists rang a bell, and did not get a reaction, he said 
"on your left".  The pedestrian stepped left and she was hit, and she hit her head and 
died shortly after. 
 
WABA put out a statement about the issue. 
 



David brought out the "Two Wheels or Two Feet:  Sharing the Way", a privious 
campaign to raise awareness between cyclists and pedestrians on shared use 
facilities. 
 
Members of the committee raised concerns that there are cyclists that go very very 
fast. 
 
Ritch Viola raised the thought that if you are too fast for the trail, there are other 
places to ride. 
 
Dennis Jaffe said that we need penetration on the message.  There was discussion 
about people wearing headphones not hearing bikes.  There was a discussion about 
outreach.  We could send to runners clubs or running stores. 
 
Pedestrian Bicycle Information Center - might be a good place to do research on 
what to say. 
 
Discussed the use of bells, and the effectiveness of bells. 
 
People in their 80s tend to have slower reflexes.  People need to be aware of their 
surroundings. 
 
3A. Mr. Howard raised his concern.  -  He commutes to Clarenton at Lorcom Lane 
and N. Filmore intersection, and this is a dangerous intersection.  The crossing 
signal cycle after pressing the button was up to 5 minutes. To clear the cueing 
vehicles, the County increased the traffic signal cycle.  Concern about the safety of 
his child, waiting such a long time. It was noted that the signal was increased to try 
to avoid back-up on Spout Run Parkway. David Goodman mentioned a Hawk signal.  
They are almost instantaneous. 
 
Rosemary Ciotti mentioned a new bus shelter that was not accessible (on Randolf 
and 9th).   Ritch will send this on to the appropriate person. 
 
4. County Initiatives, Issues, etc. (David Goodman) 
 -  Rosslyn Plaza update -  Since we ran short  on time, this will be discussed at 
the next meeting. 
 
5. Previous Issues Follow-up. 
  - David Patton's items from May meeting 
  - Joint PAC/BAC Meeting with Walter Tejada 
  - Stop Look Wave - Experimental Design 
  - WMATA Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements 
  - Capital Bikeshare locations 
  - Sidewalk Clear Space – ADA Compliance – Letter to Zoning Administrator 
  - Snow Removal 
  - Letter on Transfer Development Rights and sidewalk pedestrian space 



  - NTSB Recommendations on Distracted Driving 
  - Residental Sidewalks Priority  
  - Walkable Community Anniversary - Letter to County Manager 
  - Maintenance Funding 
  - Representative Membership 
  - Art Bus Stops Snow Clearing 
 
6. Other Items/Speakers for Future Meetings  
Hawk Signals - David Goodman to Discuss. 
Rosslyn Plaza site plan. 
 
Adjourned after 9:00 PM 
 


