
May 2013 Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 
Minutes 

 
May 8, 2013, 7:00 PM 

Birch Conference Room 
Courthouse Plaza 

 
There were introductions. – Members attending were Jim Feaster, Don Miller, Eric 
Goodman, David Patton, David Goodman.  Ed Fendley was a guest speaker for the 
Bluemont Civic Association. 
 
Approval of the April Minutes. 
 
Public Comment – No one provided public comment. 
 
Presentation by Bluemont Civic Assoc. Sidewalks Safety Task Force - Ed Fendley.  Ed 
noted the value walking in the Bluemont neighborhood.  The neighborhood main street 
is Wilson Blvd.  The sidewalks are inadequate. 105 obstructions were counted on the 
sidewalks.  Sidewalks are also not level and they are too narrow.  The Bluemont Civic 
Assoc. formed a Sidewalk Safety Task Force to address these issues.  They had 
Wayne Wentz and other outside experts look at the problem.  The Task force looked at 
3 options.  1) Acquire additional right of way, 2) Underground utilities; 3) Reconfigure 
the existing right of way.  Wilson Blvd. is a County road through Arlington.  Washington 
Blvd is an aspirational model for Wilson Blvd, and it is a state road.  Option 1 was not a 
viable option.  2) Option 2 is very expensive and it would not get to the safety goals.  3) 
The last option is the most desirable. The Task Force consulted with Mr. Wentz about 
whether Wilson could be reconfigured and be viable and desirable.  The Task Force has 
been on a road show, gathering support for reconfiguration.  Have been doing their best 
to reach out.  Are there people that can help to secure funding?  We do not want to 
leave our problem to our kids. 
 
Costs?  -  1st phase to re-stipe the lanes - cost would likely be less than $100,000 
Don asked about bringing up to ADA.  And there were discussion of grant funding. 
 
Ed Fendley noted that the Transportation Commission just voted to expand Ashlawn 
school and to reconfigure Wilson Blvd in both Bluemont, and west of Four Mile Run. 
 
It was suggested that Capital budget be the best way to fund the reconfiguration. 
 
Jim Feaster commented that the Bluemont Civic Assoc. had submitted a project to 
Neighborhood Conservation Advisory Committee (NCAC) that would be part of a larger 
effort that would have to be led by the Department of Environmental Services; that such 
a reconfiguration of Wilson Blvd would exceed the capacity of NCAC. Jim commented 
that NCAC projects average $500-600K and that at least one board member had 
expressed an interest in having a budget item to address projects that benefited the 
entire county not just a single neighborhood.   



 
Ed would like PAC to provide a letter of support. 
 
David G will report back on when that portion of Wilson Blvd. is slated next to be paved.   
   
Presentation on Neighborhood Traffic Calming Commission (NTCC) and beyond – The 
representative from the NTCC did not attend the meeting. 
 
PAC Priorities and Goals: 
 
Christine Ng wrote that E2C2 would like to find ways to increase the visibility of walking 
as a commuting mode (or a link to other commuting modes).  Christine is also interested 
in the relationship to public health objectives (e.g., reducing childhood obesity).   
 
Rosemary Ciotti wrote that she would like to: 1. Develop policies that promote 
accessible paths of travel.  2. Promote walking through careful planning of walkable 
spaces that are well lighted, safe and attractive.  
 
Don Miller would like to address problems of pedestrian traffic for people who are 
impaired.  Level sidewalks are critical.  Traffic signals and signal timing. Walking 
distance to get around obstructions. 
 
David Patton noted his concern that the pedestrian realm is fundamental.  We should 
turn the transportation game on its head.  Get the form fixed for street lights.   
 
Jim Feaster noted that the NCAC mission encompasses sidewalks, and this is an 
obvious tie-in.  At least half of their projects are about sidewalks.  Addressing missing 
links comes from bond funding. Jim is personally a biker and a walker.  Safety is a 
primary concern. 
 
It was noted that the County has a complete inventory of sidewalks. 
 
After the Goal discussion ended, David Goodman showed the Assoc. of Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Professionals Recorded Webinar - Dynamics of Effective Advisory Committees 
(Approx. 1 hr) 
 
Adjourn by 9:10 


