
ARLINGTON PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

MINUTES 
 
Wednesday, May 9, 2012  -  7:00 PM 
 
Courthouse Plaza  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard 
“Birch” Conference Room 
 
Attending:  Dustin Sternbeck (Arlington County Police Department Public 
Information Officer), Lauren Hassel, David Patton, Eric Goodman, Sgt. Pilco (1st 
District Policing Division), Tom Korns, Rosemary Ciotti, Dennis Jaffe. 
 
AGENDA 
 
1. Introductions 
 
2. Arlington County Police Department Speaker  
Mr. Sternbeck and Sgt. Pilco spoke about the StreetSmart Campaign.  Law 
enforcement is on your side. 
They passed out a sheet with numbers and locations with incidents with bicyclists 
and pedestrians. 
Arlington is heavy transient area.  Police handed out information for bicyclists. 
Eric asked about visibility and mentioned the Stop-Look-Wave idea, and Tom Korns 
explained.  It was noted that in front of Courthouse, there is better yielding to 
pedestrians. 
There was mention about texting and driving ticketing. 
Lauren mentioned the PAL (predictable - alert. - lawful) campaign. 
David Patton suggested that we get rid of  the term “accidents” and call the statistics 
“incidents.” 
Eric mentioned synergy between promotions and the Police on PAL. 
Discussed how police determine locations for enforcement.  Officers make 
recommendations to Traffic Engineering with regard to traffic signaling. 
Mr. Sternbeck asked if we have reached out to other communities like Seattle that 
have received a high Walk Friendly Community rating to see how they are dealing 
with enforcement.. 
Tom Korns asked about accident reporting.  Is there a checklist used during an 
accident incident that police use.   Arlington County Police Department have a 
service request form.   There was discussion about having people call the police non-
emergency number to get lights taken care of??? 
David Patton asked about unifying reporting between DES and the Police.  David 
feels that the there needs to be a solution so people do not have to go to the police to 
report a pothole.  David Patton will take this upstairs to his chain of command to get 
this to the level of the County manager.  Police can provide statistics.   



A question about the status of distracted driving (texting) was raised.  The Police 
representatives said that it is hard to prove in court.  The Police Department uses 
the reckless standard.  Police are using education.   
Lauren reviewed the criteria for Walk Friendly Community designation and how 
Arlington received Gold-Level designation.  She noted areas that were identified as 
“in need of improvement.” Enforcement items in the Walk Friendly Community 
report card report were discussed with guests from ACPD, and suggestions for 
closer collaboration on outreach and safety initiatives were raised. 
Tom mentioned the New York don't block the box. 
 
 
3. WalkArlington Outreach and Promotions (Lauren Hassel) 
Updates on the Walk Friendly Community Walkabout nomination campaign and 
upcoming Walkabouts.   
Proactive initiative to promote Arlington’s recent Walk Friendly Community 
designation.  Lauren mentioned nomination process for inaugural Walk Friendly 
Community WalkAbout.  15 communities applied and four were selected - Arlington 
Ridge-Aurora Highlands will host the first Walkabout.  WalkArlington met on April 
10th with the four residents who nominated this neighborhood.  Working with the 
residents, WalkArlington created a map for the walkabout with two loops of about 
two miles each.  Event date, Sunday, June 10th 3-5 pm.  Info is on their website and 
is being circulated via fliers and media outreach. Lauren described the route.  
Lauren passed out Solutions publication with an article in it about the Walk Friendly 
community.  Police will provide bike escort for Walkabout. 
Lauren also discussed how a Walkabout is NOT a walking town meeting.  The county 
is reinventing the Walking Town Meeting because it has been too labor intensive. 
 
4. County Initiatives, Issues, etc. (David Patton) 
We are hearing from a contractor surveying the county for curb ramps. 
Discussed several locations where the ramps and pedestrian signal button need 
work (Wilson and Glebe).  David will check on the status.  Stafford and Wash. Blvd 
the pedestrian signal buttons are gone. 
 
5.  Pedestrian Accommodation Paving - Curb Cuts 
Eric described a location on Geo. Mason Drive where the curbing at a new curb cut 
causes tight turning radii.  David to follow up on this. 
 
6. Previous Issues Follow-up 
   - Joint PAC/BAC Meeting with Walter Tejada potential September 
   - Stop Look Wave - Experimental Design 
   - WMATA Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements - WMATA just sent out an 
invitation on their first secure bike parking area.  College Park grand opening soon. 
   - Capital Bikeshare locations - there are some pinch points 1001 N. Randolph and 
at Walgreen’s a little tight.  Take a second look at the East View apartments.  There 
is a number of wheelchair users and dogs.  We will take a look. 



   - Sidewalk Clear Space – ADA Compliance – Letter to Zoning Administrator. 
Rosemary believes that the county could do more to inform business and property 
owners.  County should provide guidance to the businesses when they give them 
their licence. 
   - Snow Removal 
   - Letter on Transfer Development Rights and sidewalk pedestrian space. - county 
was given an easement, and when the property changes hands the location will be 
up for discussion.  Currently this grandfathers the existing businesses. 
   - NTSB Recommendations on Distracted Driving 
   - Residential Sidewalks Priority  
   - Walkable Community Anniversary - Letter to County Manager? 
   - Maintenance Funding  
   - Representative Membership 
   - Art Bus Stops Snow Clearing 
 
7. Other Items/Speakers for Future Meetings and Other Notes 
Ritch Viola will be invited to come next month. 
Look for WalkArlington Banner in 5 parks and insert in the Citizen. 
 
Dennis Jaffe was asked about his focus and what he would like to see from the PAC.  
He mentioned that he is focused on tenants that are not connected to neighborhood 
listservs.  He mentioned that Arlington Transportation Partners may be helpful in 
getting information out to apartment dwellers and engaging folks. 
 
Adjourned a little after 9:00 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


