
ARLINGTON PEDESTRIAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
Wednesday, November 14, 2012  -  7:00 PM 
Courthouse Plaza  
2100 Clarendon Boulevard 
“Birch” Conference Room 
 
MINUTES 
 
Attending: Linda Gaines, Tom Bruccoleri, Tom Korns, David Kirshner, David Goodman, Eric Goodman 
 
1. Introductions  
 
2. Public Comment 
No comments 
 
3. Last Month's Minutes Approval 
Tentatively approved. 
 
4. Tom Bruccoleri of DES spoke.  He talked about big picture items.   He noted that the BAC Charter was 
adopted in March.  he asked how can staff help the PAC meet the charter goals. He noted that Staff 
provides a report to Jay Fisette on a monthly basis for bicycling issues.  Staff could help identify the 
people who can add to the PAC.  He noted that the County staff has funds for Ped improvements.  Linda 
Gains noted that it was hard to find which committee deals with traffic signals.   
She said that there needs to be a better path on the County website to get to a group that you are 
looking for.  How do you get from county website to WalkArlington?  Tom Korns said that he would like 
to get qualified members the PAC.  There was a discussion about the Pedestrian Advisory Committee's 
role.  We should identify performance measures.  There was discussion about getting better 
representative membership and and creating a report to The County Manager.   we should look at other 
sectors to represent pedestrian issues.  Eric Goodman mentioned permeating "pedestrian culture" 
throughout the County Government.  It was mentioned that the Street Smart campaign was just kicked 
off that day. 
 
5. Transportation Engineering - David Kirschner 
David explained the criteria for automatic pedestrian recall at crosswalks. Linda Gains asked how much 
time is manditory to get an automatic go signal?   David Kirschner said that you need to allow 3.5 ft /sec 
to get pedestrians through intersection.  Linda had a concern at South George Mason crossing at 
Columbia Pike.  Linda asked, for the big intersections how could we determine if there could be an 
automatic pedestrian cycle?  David K. noted that newer signals have been retimed, but it is peicemeal, 
not consistent throughout the County.  When the countdown hits 0, you have to be out of the 
road.  Virginia law says that you must not enter an intersection with a countdown signal.  Dave K. will 
look into if automatic pedestrian recall is warrented. He said that there is no specific threashold for 



number of pedestrians. Dave K will follow up. 
Also noted: 
- Broken ground and sealed up stuff around Gateway Park in Rosslyn.  Focus around Lee Hwy East Bound 
at Ft. Myer and N. Lynn Street.  Dennis Leach has recommended that this should be done before the 
Rosslyn Circle project (short term improvements).  First improvements. 
- Got a couple of ADA improvements at Shirlington Road.  Road diet, and ADA compliant 
sidewalks.  There was a question about brush overgrowth along the sidewalk, and David K. said that he 
is not sure of brush was cleared from the sidewalk. 
- Discussed crosswalk pavement lighting as a signal, and poor compliance.  Maybe supplemental but not 
as the primary means of signal.  Combined sign and flashing lights would be better.  David G. Could see 
this as a supplement to reinforce compliance at a crosswalk. 
Tom Korns asked - Is there a role for finding a channel for citizen reporting?  Could we add a link on the 
Arlington homepage for transportation issues that directs you to the right place.  -It was noted that we 
should have someone from the County Manager's communications office to discuss this at the next 
meeting. 
 
6. Bike/Ped Safety Campaign - Aspirational Checklist - Eric Goodman passed out copies of the draft 
checklist, and it was discussed that PAC comments would be incorporated into the current draft, and 
then the checklist would be sent to Walter Tejada.  Rosemary Ciotti and Christine Ng had sent email 
comments.  There was discussion about cleaning up some wording, and splitting one item on the check 
list into two, because it addressed two issues. 
 
7. Staff Items (D. Goodman) 
- Proposed pedestrian spending for the rest of the year.  David passed out a spending work plan. Part of 
funding, continue discussion next meeting. 
- Monthly Pedestrian Brief - discussed earlier. 
- Snow Clearing Follow-up.  Making headway on clearing trails.  Need funds for ped ramp 
clearing.  Tamara Galiani is the assistant head of DES and she initiated this.  We do not have priority 
pedestrian sidewalks.  Ramps are the critical weak links. 
 
8. Growing the PAC membership. - This was mentioned earlier in. the meeting. 
 
9. BAC Meeting Brainstorming Session - Eric mentioned that the Bicycle Advisory Committee had a 
brainstorming session. 
 
10. Previous Issues Follow-up  
 - David Patton's items from May meeting 
 - Joint PAC/BAC Meeting with Walter Tejada 
 - Stop Look Wave - Experimental Design 
 - WMATA Pedestrian and Bicycle Improvements 
 - Capital Bikeshare locations 
 - Sidewalk Clear Space – ADA Compliance – Letter to Zoning Administrator 



 - Snow Removal 
 - Letter on Transfer Development Rights and sidewalk pedestrian space 
 - NTSB Recommendations on Distracted Driving 
 - Residential Sidewalks Priority  
 - Walkable Community Anniversary - Letter to County Manager 
 - Maintenance Funding 
 - Representative Membership 
 
11. Other Items/Speakers for Future Meetings  
 
Adjourn around 9:00 PM 
 


