
 
Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Accessibility Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

 

MEETING DATE, TIME: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 7:05pm-9:15 

MEETING LOCATION: Court House Plaza Birch Conference Room 

 2100 Clarendon Blvd. Arlington, VA. 

ATTENDEES: Present: Debra Byrwa, Laura McNeil, Fran DeSilva, Alexa 
Mavroidis  

                                               Absent: William Staderman 
 Staff: Steve Yaffe, Crystal House  
                                               Contractors: Eunice Copeland, Sabrina Brown, John Zarbo, 

Robert Werth 

  
 
Agenda Items 

1. Inspection of MV1 at the ART 62 Stop/Review of Rear End Loader Demonstration 
 

a. Debra Byrwa will try and schedule a ride on the MV1 and then she will be able to truly 
make an assessment. Although she does not anticipate having any problems. 

i. In terms of the rear end loader demonstration, the Toyota Sienna was more 
fitting for her height and wheel chair model. She was able to access the ramp 
and position herself with ease. The Dodge Chrysler did not work out well for her 
at all. 

b. Fran Desilva does not think that the jump-seat in the MV1 is worth the money at all, and 
feels that its usage would be useless. 

i. Robby Werth agreed that the jump-seat interferes with the turning radius of larger 
wheel chairs. 

 

2. STAR Severe Weather Policy 
 

a. Steve Yaffe explained the rationale behind the decision to follow OPM procedures as 
they relate to how STAR will handle closings and operations during severe weather 
conditions.  

b. Fran Desilva asked if the STAR policy had any correlation with Senior Center closing 
policies. 

i. Steve Yaffe explained that this is an isolated policy which pertains to STAR 
services only. 

c. Laura McNeil asked for clarification on how return trips home that had been previously 
booked, but the customer did not use STAR for their initial ride to this destination would 
be handled. 
i. Steve Yaffe and Eunice Copeland clarified that for all return trips home booked in 

the system, STAR will make an attempt to honor these trips when weather 
conditions are or are becoming severe. 
 

3. Fare Increases 
 

a. The Transit Advisory Committee voted in favor of this proposal 
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b. Steve Yaffe reiterated the concerns of the Disability Advisory Committee and their 
request for a separate public hearing on this issue. He then explained that only the 
Board is able to hold public meetings, but the Transit Bureau will hold a public meeting 
on March 10th 2014 at Central Library.  

c. The Sub-Committee set forth and approved a motion to draft a letter supporting the fare 
increase for which Alexa Mavroidis will present at the public hearing on behalf of the 
entire committee. 

 
4. Metropolitan Washington Council of Government Task Force 
 
a. Frans Desilva stated that she would not mind going to represent the committee, but she 

really does not like to travel in the District. 
b. Debra Bywra mentioned that in this particular building they are highly focused in 

secured, but this same level of security is not felt outside. 
c. Steve Yaffe explained why they have two committees. 
d. Robby Werth explained that he thought that representation on these committees was 

very important, and explained some of the items covered in these meetings 
i. Unfortunately no members are available to attend the upcoming meeting due to 

the late notice, but would like to be placed on a list for advance notice of future 
meetings. Robby will email the group items covered, and look into how members 
might be added to the mailing list. 

 
5. Newspaper Box Placement 
 
a. Alexa Mavroidis briefed the group on information provided to the Disability Advisory 

Committee by a representative of Pedestrian Advisory Committee on their concerns with 
newspaper boxes being positioned in places/areas where they are obstructions. 
i. Currently Arlington County has no zoning ordinance for this. The representative 

stated that they had done research in regards to this and found that Boston and 
New York have the best practices regarding this issue of concern. 

ii. They would like to propose a zoning ordinance for Arlington County. In doing so 
they would like to demonstrate a broad base of support through other 
commissions and committees throughout the County. 

b. Fran Desilva suggested and all committee members agreed that this be bought to 
Transit Advisory Committee, and they be advised to write a letter to the County stating 
that this ordinance needs to be pursued.  

c. Alexa will present this to the TAC and the committee will support. 
 
6. Future Meeting 
 
a. Future meetings will take place of the 4th Thursday of every month. 

 
Next Meeting Thursday March 27th, 2014 
 


