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Arlington Transit Advisory Committee 

Meeting Notes  

May 13, 2014 
(Approved June 10, 2014) 

 

 

Present: 

John Carten 

John Antonelli 

Harvey Berlin 

Debra Byrwa 

Franz Gimmler 

Herschel Kanter 

Linda Massaro 

Alexa Mavroidis 

Christina Perez 

Joseph Warren 

Richard Hartman (staff) 

Stephen Del Giudice 

Steven Yaffe (staff) 

Bee Buergler (staff) 

Tamara Galliani (staff) 

Suzanne Sundberg (guest) 

 

John Carten opened the meeting at 7:07 p.m.   

 

1. Public Comment. 
 

Suzanne Sundberg, from the Bluemont neighborhood, spoke about the Super Stops.  She 

said the cost of the stops were still too high, even with a 40 percent reduction.  She 

provided a handout showing costs for transit stations around the country and urged the 

Transit Advisory Committee to push harder for additional cost reductions. 

 

2. Meeting Notes. 

  

Debra Byrwa requested several changes in the meeting notes for April 8, 2014.  The 

Committee passed a motion made by Franz Gimmler to defer approval of the April notes 

until the next meeting.  Ms Byrwa will send her written comments to staff with suggested 

changes to the draft notes. 

 

3. Follow-up on Columbia Pike Streetcar ROI Study. 
 

Tamara Galliani presented slides on the Columbia Pike Streetcar Return on Investment 

Study.  The presentation was narrated on speakerphone by Kyle Vangel of HR&A 

Advisors, the economic consulting firm that conducted the study.  This was a follow-up 

to the presentation at the April meeting, and it provided an opportunity for TAC members 

to ask questions of the consultant. 
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4. Transit Development plan Update. 
 

Steve Yaffe provided a flyer on a public meeting scheduled for May 19 at the Arlington 

Mill Community Center.  The meeting is intended to hear opinions and ideas for changes 

in ART, STAR, Metrobus and MetroAccess services in Arlington.  The public input will 

be used in the annual update of the 6-Year Transit Development Plan. There is also an 

on-line survey where residents can provide comments. 

 

5. Columbia Pike Transit Stations (Super Stops). 

         

Steve Del Giudice and Bee Buergler showed the presentation that Dennis Leach made at 

the May 6 press briefing on the Columbia Pike Transit Stations (previously called Super 

Stops).  They also had a model of the new station design.   

 

The Super Stops program began as part of Pike Ride in 2004.  The first stop at Columbia 

Pike and Walter Reed cost nearly $1 million and took several years to complete.  Last 

summer, the County undertook a three-pronged analysis of the program, including 

community feedback, a design review, and a financial performance review.  While, the 

financial review has not been completed, the Manager has released the rest of the 

analysis. 

 

The new design is the same size as the prototype, but it is a modular design using a “kit 

of parts.”  Responding to community input, the station was redesigned with better 

weather protection, seating, pedestrian circulation and ADA accessibility.  The station 

can be expanded in size for busier stops and can be reduced in size where there are space 

constraints.  The cost for the standard station is $469,000.  The proposed 2015 Capital 

improvement Program includes $12.4 million for the remaining 23 stations.   

 

6. Accessibility Subcommittee. 
 

Alexa Mavroidis reported that the dedicated vehicle contract was awarded to Diamond 

Transportation and the taxi contract to Red Top.  The subcommittee members will have 

an opportunity to see the new body-on-chassis vehicles with wheelchair lifts. 

 

The subcommittee is still working with the Pedestrian Advisory Committee on the 

placement of newspaper boxes.  

 

7. Next Meeting. 

  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  

 

The next meeting date is Tuesday, June 10, 2014.   

 


