
2 things to be an invasive plant: not from here and causes negative impacts.

A lot of different terms out there, but just because a plant is exotic, doesn’t 

mean it is invasive
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• Native - Species that lives and grows in the same habitat in which they 
originated. Indigenous living organism that has natural restraints and is 
part of food chain along with other natives. 

• Non-native - Species that occur outside their native ranges in a given 
place as a result of actions by humans (often also referred to as alien, 
exotic, introduced, or non-indigenous).

• Invasive – A non-native species introduction causes or is likely to 
cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health 
(Exec. Order 13112), often because it has aggressive growth habits 
and is without biological constraints in the new ecosystem.
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Invasive: Mile a Minute, Garlic mustard and Japanese honeysuckle

New species are always being added to the list. Can become invasive over 

time
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Impacts to tree canopy

One acre of kudzu in Bluemont Park.  2012 AmeriCorps team treated the 

area.  
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In general, invasive plants share characteristics that enable them to 

outcompete native plants

Garlic Mustard

•Grow Fast

• Make lots of Seeds and Sprouts

• Seeds will last a long time in the Soil

•Produce Toxins to Suppress other Plants

English ivy

• Don’t have Predators and Parasites (at least not enough)

• Make Predators Sick to help Spread their Seeds

Bush Honeysuckle

• Leaf out Early, and Lose Leaves Late

Bittersweet

• Gorge on Soil Nutrients and store them in their Roots

• Ability to resprout after cutting
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-Human caused land disturbances

to soils, plants, animals open opportunities for invasions.

-Special example W & OD Trail, Power Lines

- Fragmentation 

of habitats and distancing of native gene pools, roads 

and edge conditions favor invasions.

- Climate Change

Local and global climate changes, especially rapid 

changes, increased UV B, change in CO2 levels, allow 

exotics to establish before natives adapt to change. 

Invasion is swifter than evolution. 
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Encroachment!

Also vegetative growth and seeding in.



Threats to plant communities

Threats to wildlife – why should we care?  Tree canopy and ecosystem 

health
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In general: manual, mechanical, biological, chemical, cultural

For this project: mechanical and chemical treatment. Foliar sprays with 

backpacks, cut stump application
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NC Project 2004 – present. Contracted removal with IPC. 99% clear of 

invasive plants
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Lots of native spring ephemeral wildflowers coming in after English ivy was 

removed.  

13



Talk about why this project is so important – connectivity, etc.

14



One of most aggressive invasive vines.  Impacts to trees.  Not wide spread 

in Arlington so we are trying to manage where we can.
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Biennial plant, easy to pull in spring.  Very common. Edible, can make pesto!
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Annual, easy to pull small infestations. Very widespread.  Inhibits natural 

forest regeneration.
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Annual vine, grows very quickly. Easy to pull but must do it before it fruits.
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Only fruits when it grows up trees, becomes mature and can spread into 

natural areas. 
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Girdles trees, sold at nurseries because of very attractive berries
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Most common invasive vine in Arlington, hard to get rid of.  Looks very 

similar to native grape.
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Very common.

23



Most common shrub.
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Project area
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