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Site Address:  1537 – 1545 Key Boulevard 
Developer:  AHC, Inc. 
 
BACKGROUND: 

 AHC proposes to redevelop their property at 1537 Key Boulevard.  The property is part of The Atrium 
site plan, which was approved by the County Board in 1981.   

 The Key Boulevard Apartments were constructed in 1942 and consist of three 3-story garden 
apartment buildings containing 41 affordable units. The Atrium Condominiums are a 14-story, 357-
unit multifamily development across the street from the subject property. Density from the Key 
Boulevard site was transferred to The Atrium as a bonus in exchange for a commitment to preserve 
the Key Boulevard Apartments “predominantly for persons of low and moderate income.”  

 The proposed redevelopment is inconsistent with the Rosslyn Sector Plan and the General Land Use 
Plan (GLUP) and conflicts with TDR Ordinance and Policy. 

 The site is listed as “Important” in the Arlington County Historic Resource Inventory. 
 There have been 3 Site Plan Review Committee (SPRC) meetings and two meetings with Key 

Boulevard residents.  
 Planning staff have recommended that the project be denied due to planning, land use, and historic 

preservation issues. The Planning Commission voted on November 3, 2014 to recommend indefinite 
deferral in order for staff and AHC to work on these unresolved issues. 

PROJECT:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 AHC proposes to demolish the existing buildings and to construct one new, 6-story building with 158 
total units comprised of the following: 

o 76 market rate condominiums; and 
o 82 affordable rental units (60% AMI). 

 The project would be a transit-oriented development located 5 blocks from Rosslyn Metro station. 
 AHC proposes to certify the building as a LEED-Silver energy efficient building. 
 On-site resident services would be provided. 
 The proposed unit mix would be as follows: 
 

 Unit Mix 

Unit Size Current Proposed 

Efficiencies 4 0 

One-bedroom 22 12 

Two-bedroom 13 65 

Three-bedroom 2 5 

Total Units 41 82 

 
PROPOSED FINANCING: 

 A Low Income Housing Tax Credit application for tax credits for the affordable rental units would be 
submitted in March 2015. 

 No Affordable Housing Investment Funds would be requested of the County. 
 The County Board will hold a hearing for the site plan request at the November 15 Board meeting. 


