
 
HOUSING COMMISSION 

 
APPROVED MEETING NOTES – January 15, 2015 

Attendance 
 Present  Present 

Borthwick, Russell Y       Onyebuchi, Joe Y 
Blank, Rolf Y Withers, Larry Y 
Bray, Holly Y   

     Browne, Paul Y Staff:  
     Certosimo, Jeff - Franklin, Joel Y 
     de Ferranti, Matt Y Planning Comm. Liaison:  
     Gee, Evelyn Y        - 

Hogan, Alice Y   
     Korfanty, Susan - Disability Advisory Comm Liason  

Lederer, John Y        Ray, Doris Y 
    

 
Held in:  Courthouse Plaza, 2100 Clarendon Blvd, Room 311 
 
Other Staff Present: Melissa Cohen of the Housing Division, Department of Community Planning, 
Housing and Development (CPHD) 
 
The Chair, Holly Bray, called the meeting to order. 
 
Approval of Notes 
Holly Bray moved approval of the December 4, 2014 notes, Matt de Ferranti seconded and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Columbia Hills Transit Oriented Affordable Housing Fund (TOAH) Allocation 
 
Staff Presentation 
Melissa Cohen explained that the Transit Oriented Affordable Housing fund allocation for Columbia 
Hills was no longer needed. 
 
Affordable Housing Study Update 
 
Staff Presentation 
Russell Schroeder went over the extensive research and community outreach that has taken place to 
date.  This has resulted in a draft Comprehensive Plan element & the Implementation Framework.  
The Comprehensive Plan Element defines policy and is organized as goals, objectives and policies 
with long-range targets.  The Implementation Framework identifies existing and potential tools to be 
used to achieve policy goals and the Monitoring and Evaluation Plan establishes reporting 
requirements and defines specific indicators and interim targets.  The policy hierarchy starts with the 
principles which provides the guiding values and ideals, setting the stage for policy.  Then there are 
the goals that express the County’s overarching affordable housing aspirations followed by the 
objectives which are statements of intent and then policies that provide direction for implementation 
to achieve the objectives.   
 

 



There are three goals, the first goal is “an adequate supply of housing is available to meet 
community needs”.  The second goal is “all segments of the community have access to housing” and 
the third goal is “affordable housing efforts create a sustainable community”.  The first two goals 
were reviewed by the Tools and Trends Subcommittee so the focus will be on reviewing the third goal 
tonight.  Going forward we will have dissemination/communication through civic engagement in 
February-May, Commissions review and comment in March and April including the Housing 
Commission, and County Board action in June 2015. 
 
Commission Questions and Discussion 
Alice Hogan asked what is meant by adequate and moderate and Russell Schroeder said that there 
is a glossary in the back that explains the terms.  Alice Hogan said she would like to make sure that it 
is clear because in the glossary it says 60%-80% of AMI and the text says it is up to 120% of AMI.  
Alice Hogan said that the flow of Goal 3 is hard to go from sustainable and then go to safe and code 
compliant and suggested that there might be a bridge to create a better flow.  Matt de Ferranti asked 
if we could switch the order of the objectives and Alice Hogan added that if there isn’t a hierarchy 
then it would be worth looking at switching 3.1 with 3.3.  Alice Hogan said that the introductory 
paragraph could lead it through the objectives and Marsha Allgeier agreed that the explanation 
paragraph could match the objectives.  Russell Borthwick asked where the strategy is to implement 
these policies and Alice Hogan said that comes later in the implementation framework.  Alice Hogan 
noted that it is hard to comment on the policies without knowing how we are going to implement 
them.  Russell Borthwick said that 3.1.4 (Provide education and financial assistance to landlords 
and homeowners for the maintenance of low- and moderate-income housing.) looks like a strategy.  
Paul Browne asked if 3.1.3 (Foster greater awareness and understanding of tenant and landlord 
rights and responsibilities, and housing safety.) is just about safety and Russell Schroeder answered 
that it also about tenant rights and responsibilities.  Alice Hogan noted that 3.1.4 could also be 
about housing safety and agreed that 3.1.4 could be moved since it is more of a strategy.  Joe 
Onyebuchi asked if in 3.1.3 we can specify who we are providing awareness and understanding to.  
Paul Browne asked if 3.1.3 belongs in access and Marsh Allgeier said that she feels like it is part of 
the physical stock and isn’t just about housing safety.   
 
Alice Hogan noted that some of the goals are for CAFs and some are for the whole housing stock.  
Russell Schroeder said that is correct like the code enforcement goal in the current Goals and 
Targets, some relate to the full stock.  Alice Hogan suggested that 3.1.2 should relate to all housing.  
Holly Bray asked where the accessibility is in goal 3 and Russell Schroeder said it is located in Goal 
2.  Russell Borthwick said that the transit reference in goal 3 should talk about being accessible. 
 Alice Hogan asked why 3.3 (Ensure environmental sustainability practices are incorporated into new 
and retrofitted affordable housing developments.) isn’t referring to all of the housing stock.  Russell 
Schroeder said that it speaks to where we have influence, which is CAF units and Marsha Allgeier 
added that all housing is covered by Community Energy Plan.  Alice Hogan noted that in 3.3 it should 
be looking at the whole CAF supply rather than what is just renovated or new construction.  Paul 
Browne noted that there is no incentivize language here and asked if that was intentional.  Marsha 
Allgeier said that we are not excluding it. Paul Browne asked what does ensure financial feasibility 
mean and David Cristeal answered that we underwrite them in a way that is responsible much like 
the work that is done in the Bricks and Mortar subcommittee to make sure we have good value 
versus a project that doesn’t work.  Holly Bray said that she is ok with the financial objectives, they 
need to be broad.   
 
Alice Hogan asked what is needed from us before the County Board work session on Feb 3 and 
Russell Schroeder said nothing before then but the Commission needs to review the Implementation 
Framework. Russell Borthwick asked when the strategies will get drafted and Russell Schroeder said 
that there is already a draft of the implementation framework that has been reviewed by the Working 
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Group and it will also get reviewed by the Housing Commission.  Alice Hogan said to make sure that 
it is clear that the Affordable Housing Master Plan doesn’t stand alone and that not everything is in 
this.   
 
Consolidated Plan Development 
 
Staff Presentation 
Joel Franklin said that a Consolidated Plan is required to be developed every five years in order to 
continue receiving Federal Community Development Block (CDBG) and HOME funds.  The 
Consolidated Plan is a blueprint for developing affordable housing, preventing homelessness, 
ensuring fair housing, expanding economic opportunities, and improving neighborhoods.  Over the 
past four years, the County has received $5,897,759 in Community Development Block Grant funds. 
Approximately half of the CDBG funds are included in the County’s competitive Community 
Development Fund with a majority of funds being spent on affordable housing, homeless and 
economic and workforce development programs.  We are at a point in the process where we have a 
developed draft needs and goals and strategies to meet those needs.  We identified these needs 
and goals through a lot of data analysis and community outreach that included a resident survey, 
two forums, a telephone poll and focus groups.   
 
The needs identified include affordable housing which includes production of rental and 
homeownership units, home improvement, energy efficiency and resident services; economic self-
sufficiency and well-being which includes barriers to employment, financial stability, public health, 
youth services, and senior services; and sustainable neighborhoods which includes the physical 
condition of the neighborhood as well as community engagement.  A draft of the Consolidated Plan 
will be published in February for community review and will be back before the Commission in April 
before approval by the County Board. 
 
Subcommittee Reports 
 
Columbia Pike 
Mellissa Cohen said that staff continues to evaluate Columbia Pike tools because of the cancellation 
of the streetcar. 
 
Courthouse 
Evelyn Gee said they had their last meeting in December. 
 
Development Updates 
Melissa Cohen went over the development updates dated January 15, 2015. 
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