
Emergency Preparedness Advisory Commission 
Arlington County 

Minutes – February 25, 2015 

 

 

Opening Remarks / Announcements 

Kim Klingler opened the meeting, welcoming members and guests.  

New Business 

Metro Tunnel Safety – Fire Chief, Jim Schwartz talked openly about ACFD’s training 
and work related in Metro (WMATA) Tunnels, which has the highest participation rate in 
the region. ACFD places a high priority on Metro training, and has been at pushed for 
upgrades to system safety, referencing the County Fire Marshal, who pushed for 
standpipes in tunnels when the system was first being designed.  Schwartz also cited 
ACFD’s focus on terrorism in tunnels after an incident in Tokyo in 1995, and the 
regional strike teams that resulted. 
 
Ultimately, Metro is a system that has not been properly maintained.  Safety has to 
come before revenue, and he noted that we don’t see these types of problems in other 
rail systems in large cities. 

Old Business 

 
Budget  - Tom Crane recapped the budget meetings, discussing a few items of priority: 

 fire engine staffing 

 ECC turnover 

 School crossing guards 

 DES storage 

 Attrition/ turnover in OEM and Sheriff 
 
Jim Pebly mentioned reexamining ECC career paths and incentives.  Kerry Early asked 
when Court Square West (location of OEM, EOC and alt. ECC) was set to be knocked 
down, which is believed to occur in 2017 
 
Community Engagement – Denny Truesdale recapped the latest from the WRAPS 
(Western Rosslyn Planning), and continues to reach out to OEM’s Grelia Steel about 
participating in the April Preparathon. 
 
Capacity Building – John Antonelli mentioned his priorities: 

 Medic Units  

 Crossing Guards 

 Sheriff Office Staffing 
 
Capability Enhancements – Steve Holl is still reaching out for participants 
 
Planning -  Kerry Early is also reaching out for participants. 
 



Monthly meeting date change – David Morrison reported on the lack of consistently 
available space in Courthouse Plaza, so the group spoke of alternate dates and 
locations elsewhere in the County. 

Attendees 

COMMISSIONERS – Kim Klingler, Kerry Early, Tom Crane, Rene Costales, Jim Pebley, 

Denny Truesdale, John Antonelli, Steve Holl 

GUESTS – Chief James Schwartz, Arlington County Fire Department. 

COMMISSION ASSISTANT - David Morrison, OEM Staff 

 


