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I. INTRODUCTION: PURPOSE & INTENT
The Stratford School Local Historic District Design Guidelines (hereinafter referred to as the “Design Guidelines”) 
clarify and explain the requirements of the design review and approval process by the Arlington County Histor-
ical Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB). The Design Guidelines are intended to help Arlington Public 
Schools (APS) staff, County Historic Preservation Program staff, and the HALRB preserve and protect the Strat-
ford School Local Historic District, and to help manage new changes and rehabilitation work in a manner that is 
thoughtful, predictable, and compatible with the historic district. The document includes specific information 
regarding renovation and rehabilitation, new construction, and routine maintenance. The design guidelines are 
applicable in all areas within the historic district overlay zone, as established by the Local Historic District Zoning 
Overlay. Such Design Guidelines are required for all new locally-designated historic districts, as stated in the Ar-
lington County Zoning Ordinance Sections 11.3 and 15.7, and are adopted by the County Board during the local 
historic district designation process.  The Design Guidelines are further defined in Section 18.2 of the Zoning Or-
dinance, which states the following: “Historic district design guidelines. Those guidelines adopted by the County 
Board, pursuant to §11.3, and intended to guide and inform the decisions of the Historical Affairs and Landmark 
Review Board with regard to alterations to the exterior features of a locally designated historic district.”

The Design Guidelines are based upon the accepted preservation guidance from the U.S. Secretary of the Inte-
rior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, as listed below:

1. A property should be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its 
distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships.

2. The historic character of a property should be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials 
or alteration of features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property should be avoided.

3. Each property should be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a 
false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic 
properties, should not be undertaken.

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right should be retained and 
preserved.

5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property should be preserved.

6. Deteriorated historic features should be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deteriora-
tion requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature should match the old in design, color, 
texture, and, where possible, materials. Replacement of missing features should be substantiated by doc-
umentary and physical evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, should be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 
Treatments that cause damage to historic materials should not be used.

8. Archaeological resources should be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, 
mitigation measures should be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction should not destroy historic materials, 
features, and spatial relationships that characterize the property.

Finally, these Design Guidelines were developed with the recognition that buildings are not static, but continue 
to evolve over time. The guidance provided herein is not intended to prohibit changes, but rather to ensure that 
such changes are respectful of and compatible with the existing historic building and school campus.
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II. ARCHITECTURAL & HISTORICAL CONTEXT
The Design Guidelines are intended to preserve and protect the defining historically and architecturally signifi-
cant features of the Stratford School Local Historic District. Those features are hereby described, enumerated, 
and visually illustrated in this section and hereafter in this document. Even if a feature of the building, landscape, 
or site is not identified as historically or culturally significant, the Design Guidelines still apply to any alterations 
to any feature of the property.

The Stratford School is nationally significant as the first integrated public secondary school in the Common-
wealth of Virginia. The nationally significant event occurred on February 2, 1959, when under the protection 
of 85 police officers, Ronald Deskins, Michael Jones, Lance Newman, and Gloria Thompson entered the school 
without incident.  The integration represented the end of the Commonwealth’s policy of “massive resistance” 
and dealt a fatal blow to foes of school integration across the South.

The Stratford School is a distinctive and architecturally significant International Style building. It is the best and 
most intact work of prominent regional architect Rhees Burket, Sr., and represents his expressive interpretation 
of the International Style for a public school facility. The building is characterized by the extensive use of cut-
stone, glazed brick and tile, and glass block. The form and massing of the school is dynamic and creative, using 
a strong vocabulary of vertical and horizontal elements that respond to challenging topography to link different 
programmatic elements of the school on the site. It is a nearly pure expression of form following function, as 
each of the building’s elements--from the classrooms and library to the auditorium, stair towers, and gymnasi-
um--is contained in a separate volume that is  clearly expressed and articulated on the exterior. The architectural 
and other site elements of the Stratford School that are characteristic of the International Style and have intrin-
sic historical value to the site are listed below and will be protected and preserved by these Design Guidelines.

School Building Elements
• Large rectilinear forms that step with the topography.
• Extension of building walls and materials into the landscape.
• Strong horizontal bands of repeated building materials.
• A projecting main entrance with portico supported by stone faced columns (pilotis) resting on a concrete 

patio.
• Northwest secondary entrance and cafeteria terraced into slope of the hill.
• Central stone, monolithic form containing the stairwell in the rear.
• Axis (used to break up the mass as the grade changes): 
 - Central building axis aligns with vehicular circle at front and playing fields at rear of property. Defines        
    the central circulation system of the building.
 - Secondary axis to the west and east contain stairwell exits, and are noted by a change in materials.  

• Long, linear bands of ashlar cut stone to define vertical and horizontal building elements, as well as land-
scape elements.

• Use of building materials (limestone panels; glass block windows; stone sills, trim and coping) to create ex-
terior ornamental patterns.

• Flat, built-up roof.
• Paired and individual windows throughout.
• Glass block set in steel frames.
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• Glass block to accent and differentiate stairwells, creating visual cues for ingress/egress points on the rear. 
• Decorative brick screening wall on southwest elevation.
• Masonry buttresses on southeast elevation.

Certain other elements of the property, including site and landscape features, are also historically significant. 
These include the following: 

Site Elements
• Circular vehicular entry on north side of the property.
• Parking lots on the northeast sides of the property.
• Ashlar cut stone retaining walls with slate caps.
• Arlington County Historic Marker.
• Flagpole in the rear courtyard.

Landscape Elements
• Central landscaped island at traffic circle.
• Playing fields to the south.
• Courtyards to immediate rear of the building on the south elevation.
• Mature tree canopy.

Northwest facade Southeast facade

Southwest facade South corner
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III. CoA APPLICATION PROCESS
In order to preserve and protect the defining architectural and historical elements of the Stratford School 
Local Historic District, most exterior alterations first will require a Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) from 
the HALRB prior to being undertaken. The priority for preservation will be to protect the historic and archi-
tectural integrity and character of the historic Stratford School building, in addition to protecting the defining 
character and features of select elements of the landscape and site. The procedures for applying for a CoA 
are governed by Section 15.7 of the Arlington County Zoning Ordinance. Certain procedures also are detailed 
in the 2004 Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Arlington Public Schools, the County Manager, 
and the HALRB. 

An overview of the approval process is outlined below:
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1)  The following exterior alterations will require review by the HALRB and approval of a CoA at a public  
 hearing:

School Building Elements
1. Any new construction or enlargement, addition, modification, or alteration of the exterior of an exist-

ing building.
2. Removal or demolition of part or all of a building. or structure, including outbuildings.
3. Repair or replacement of stone, brick, roofs, external doors and windows, awnings, trim, and other 

features with different materials and/or a different design.
4. Change in or alteration of materials including installation of siding, shingles, or masonry re-facing.
5. Re-pointing of brick and stone with different material, texture, and/or design.
6. Changes in the materials or structure of any of the existing elevations of the building, including the 

roof, and major repair and rehabilitation work.
7. Removal, replacement, or enclosure of any existing doors and/or windows.
8. Erection of any additional structures or edifices including, but not limited to, bleachers, concession 

stands, parking lots, sheds, etc.
9. Installation of windows or doors that do not match the glass configuration of the existing windows, 

window sash(es), or doors.
10. Installation of any rooftop solar panels, wind turbines, geothermal wells, or any other types of modifi-

cations made for energy-efficiency or technological purposes, regardless if they could be visible from 
the adjoining public streets or public sidewalks adjacent to the building.

11. Installation of any new mechanical equipment including, but not limited to, new central air condition-
ing system, HVAC system, heat pumps, or boilers. 

12. Installation of signs other than replacement of existing signs of identical size and with identical fea-
tures.

13. Installation of new lighting fixtures, fire boxes, or other similar equipment. 
14. Installation of metal railings that are of different design, materials, or style than the existing railings. 
15. Removal of exterior paint in keeping with the proper treatment and methods for paint removal if oth-

er than as prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and the U.S. National Park Service 
guidelines.

16. Painting of previously unpainted exterior surfaces. 
17. Modifications or changes to the building or grounds as required by or established in the standards set 

forth in any Federal, Virginia or Arlington County law. 
18. Any other action which is not ordinary maintenance but which modifies, alters, replaces, or otherwise 

affects the exterior features of a building, structure, site, or other feature within the historic district.
Site Elements
1. Modification of location, design, or materials of existing paving materials, or any new paving on site.
2. Removal of existing retaining walls, or construction of new retaining walls.
3. Removal, alteration, or addition to any existing portable classrooms including, but not limited to, grad-

ing, pouring new foundations, and electrical, mechanical, and plumbing upgrades.
4. Installation of new portable classrooms and associated site work, including, but not limited to, grading, 

pouring new foundations, and electrical, mechanical, and plumbing upgrades.
5. Removal or demolition of any accessory structure, including outbuildings.
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Landscape Elements
1. Removal of healthy trees greater than 15” diameter at 4’ of height. 
2. Any alterations to the size, design, configuration or setting of the landscaped area in the traffic circle, 

in the courtyards adjacent to the rear of the building, or the athletic field.

2) The following items will require review only by Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff (and Urban  
 Forestry staff when trees are involved) and approval of a staff-issued Administrative Certificate of Ap 
 propriateness (ACoA) prior to being undertaken:

1. Installation of new windows and/or doors that match the existing in terms of size, style, and materials.
2. Removal of existing fences or installation of new fences.
3. Removal of dead or severely damaged trees greater than 15” diameter at 4’ of height. 
4. Installation of new roofing materials on the flat roofs so long as they are not visible from the public 

right-of-way.

3) The following items will require a courtesy review by the HPP staff, but do not require a CoA or   
 ACoA  prior to being undertaken:

1. Repair and ordinary maintenance of exterior features, including the roof.
2. Any interior renovations.
3. Installation of mechanical equipment that is smaller than or matches the size and location of existing 

equipment. 
4. In-kind re-pointing or other masonry repair. 
5. Cleaning of exterior brick and stone.

4) The following items will be exempt from review by the HPP staff and the HALRB:

1. General landscaping, preparation, and maintenance of lawns, turf, shrubbery, flower beds, and gardens.
2. Paving repair using like material of like design in locations that are currently paved.
3. Painting of previously painted surfaces.
4. Replacement of existing signs of identical size with identical materials, lettering, and other features.
5. Removal of trees less than 15” in diameter at 4’ of height.
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IV. GUIDELINES FOR RENOVATIONS
BUILDING ELEMENTS

Masonry: Repair, Replacement, Mortar, and Cleaning 
The masonry elements on the Stratford School are both decorative and structural. They provide a range of 
visual interest on every elevation and enliven otherwise utilitarian site features such as the retaining walls. 
These masonry elements include limestone panels, stone panels, rubble cut stone, blonde brick, stone sills 
and trim, stone coping, slate capping, and a decorative brick screen wall. Where historic masonry materi-
als remain, care should be taken to ensure that they are preserved and retained in place. When repairs are 
necessary, they should use the gentlest, most minimally invasive means possible. If masonry is damaged, 
replacement should only be considered if repair is not possible. Replacement materials, including any re-
placement mortar, should match the original masonry elements in terms of size, color, style, and design. 
See National Park Service’s Preservation Brief No. 2: Mortar Joints for guidance on assessing, repairing, and 
replacing mortar on historic buildings. 

If it is determined in consultation with HPP staff and the HALRB that masonry elements cannot be repaired 
and must be replaced, the applicant should submit brick samples and a sample board with a minimum of 10 
bricks so that the color, glaze, texture, and color variations of both the brick and mortar can be evaluated. The 
sample board also should show how the mortar joints will be struck and the thickness of the joint. 

Mortar should be removed with hand tools only for vertical joints. If necessary, mechanical means can be 
used on horizontal mortar joints.  Existing mortar should be tested to determine composition and strength, 
and this information should be submitted as part of the review process. Typically, a Type S or Type M mortar 
would have been used on a 1950s building, but testing should be conducted in all locations to ensure wheth-
er or not a softer mortar type (Type N or Type O, for example) would be more appropriate.

Any cleaning of masonry elements should be undertaken by the gentlest means possible. Typically, this just 
requires a water wash under low psi. Chemical washes may be considered, but only after studying the chemi-
cals involved, and after testing is undertaken first in an area of low visibility. 

Roofing
The roof of the entire Stratford School is flat, sheathed with built-up composition roofing materials. The roofs 
themselves are not visible from the public right-of-way in any direction, even with the highly varied site to-
pography. The existing roof materials can be replaced in kind or new materials installed through HPP review 
(see Section III). For the installation of green roofs, see the section on Green Technology below.

Windows
There are three window types on the existing Stratford School building: 

1. Metal replacement windows, with awning openings and fixed panes, in both single and grouped loca-
tions. 

2. Historic glass block windows.
3. Fixed spandrel glass panels in aluminum frames.
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Original glass block windows, including the steel frames, should be retained. Repairs should focus on retain-
ing as much historic material as possible, following the guidance from the Secretary of the Interior’s Stan-
dards for Rehabilitation. It is important for full window replacements to fit the exact height and width of the 
original openings.

Typical maintenance of glass blocks should include re-pointing when joints are deteriorated or missing. Glass 
blocks may also have small chips or minor cracks. Such aging effects, like slight fogging, normally do not 
adversely affect the block’s structural performance and are not generally grounds for replacement of the 
historic fabric. Glass block replacement should be confined to areas where blocks have lost significant struc-
tural strength, have cracks that have separated or a shard that might fall, or have chips or cracks that allow 
moisture to enter. Finding suitable replacements is often the most difficult problem in restoring glass block. 
Any mortar for re-pointing or replacement work should match the original mortar in color, but should not be 
stronger than the original mix. 

Recommended strategies for window replacement include the following: 
• Maintain original number and arrangement of panes.
• Maintain individual or grouped window locations.
• Maintain location and configuration of operable windows.
• Use true or simulated divided lights with integral spacer bars that give depth and profile to windows. 

These help to preserve dimensions and shadow lines.
• Use translucent or low-e glass in areas where glass block is not historically installed.
• Use aluminum or other metal windows that maintain the historic profile.

Not recommended for window replacement: 
• Change in the number, location, size, or glazing pattern.
• Cutting of new opening.
• Horizontal, picture, round, octagonal or other-shaped windows not appropriate to the architectural 

style of the school.
• Infilling existing window openings.
• Installation of replacement windows that do not fit the size of the original window openings.
• Use of finishes that change the sash, depth of reveal, muntin configuration, reflective quality, color of 

glazing, or appearance of frame.
• Clip-in muntins.

Doors
There are three types of doors on the existing Stratford School building:

1.   Aluminum-framed glass entrance doors.
2.   Single-leaf metal doors with and without glass. 
3.   Double-leaf metal doors with and without glass.

Even with doors that have been replaced, the materials and fenestration patterns have been maintained. 
These features should continue to be replicated with any doors that are proposed for replacement. 
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Building Signage: For the school name, the letters should be metal, and match the font style shown in his-
toric photographs as closely as possible. The location of the signage that states the name of the school (i.e. 
Stratford Middle School) should be located on the limestone panels above the front door. Additional signage 
appended to the building should be unobtrusive and designed in a unified manner with similar font and no-
menclature used for all signs on the site. See Section VI for further guidance.

SITE ELEMENTS

Decorative brick screen wall and pillars on southwest elevation
The 1995 addition filled in and almost entirely obscured these original features. However, they still exist on 
this elevation and should be retained. The decorative brick screen wall is obscured by a dumpster and pebble-
dashed concrete trash enclosure. The lally columns, which used to support a canopy over a sidewalk, have 
been left as remnants while the walkway was enclosed in the new addition.   

Fences
New fencing, and alterations to or removal of existing fencing, can be approved by the HPP staff through 
the ACoA process. Chain link fences currently exist on the property and are located around the northern 
and eastern perimeter of the athletic field, and along the northwestern property boundary. The chain link 
fences are appropriate for the school use and the open nature of the campus. These fences may be replaced 
in kind, at the maximum height allowed under the Zoning Ordinance. Picket fences or privacy fences are not 
appropriate and should not be proposed. Guardrails, such as those placed adjacent to stairwells and on top 
of retaining walls, are different site features addressed below under the section for retaining walls. 

Parking areas
Two parking lots to the northeast of the school, as well as the bus turnaround, are located on school prop-
erty and within the boundary of the historic district. The adjacent Stratford Park, located immediately to the 
southwest and west of the school, has its own parking lots. Although the school shares these parking lots for 
operational purposes, they are not part of APS property and therefore are excluded from the Design Guide-
lines.  

Of the three paved areas, the bus turnaround and drop-off area at the main entrance is the most significant. 
Care should be taken to keep this feature in its original location to be used as a central drop-off for the school. 
Having this area remain as one of, if not the main drop-off and pick-up point, keeps the monumental front 
entrance as the focal point of the façade and a center of activity for the entire building. In addition, this area 
was repeatedly photographed and protected by law enforcement during integration, and should be retained 
as a key visual reminder of the site’s period of historic significance.

Paving materials currently include asphalt and concrete. These should be retained and remain unaltered. 
Brick and other modern paving treatments would not be appropriate. 

Retaining walls
There are two distinct types of retaining walls on the property. The first type, constructed of the same ash-
lar-cut rubble stone as the school, is located on the southeast side of the building and are significant for 
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transitioning one of the main decorative elements of the school into the landscape itself. This gives the site 
a Wrightian flourish that might not otherwise be apparent. The walls are capped with slate and have a mod-
ern metal handrail installed on the inside of the west wall and concrete steps. These stone walls should be 
retained in place, with all historic materials maintained. 

The second type of wall on the property is a typical concrete retaining wall. These exist in multiple locations 
and serve as retaining walls for the site grading, as well as for screening mechanical units. Some of these re-
taining walls are capped by black metal guardrails. These walls could be removed in the future, so long as the 
replacement treatment is similarly visually unobtrusive. This would be achieved through the use of utilitarian 
materials, such as concrete or earthworks, but should in no way be decorative, nor should they use the same 
stone or brick palette that is used on the historic school.

H-B Woodlawn stone monument sign
This freestanding stone marker has the name of the current H-B Woodlawn program inscribed on it. It is 
located within the traffic circle at the front entrance of the school. The H-B Woodlawn program is not part 
of the site’s period of historic significance, though this sign is a cherished symbol of a well-loved school. It is 
not necessary for this monument sign to remain on site should the program wish to take it to the new school 
location in Rosslyn. 

Gazebo in traffic circle
This is not an historic feature of the site and can be removed at any time. Should the school wish to retain the 
gazebo, it should be repaired as necessary, but not enlarged or otherwise made into a more prominent fea-
ture of the traffic circle. Replacement materials need not match the existing as this is not an historic feature 
within the local historic district.

Playground equipment
Immediately adjacent to the southeast side of the school is a small playground. The playground is not a his-
torically significant feature of the property and may be removed in the future. However, as it is not an incom-
patible use for a school property, particularly given the adjacent Stratford Park, the playground may also be 
expanded, or relocated, so long as it does not encroach on entrance areas or the athletic fields. 

Portable trailers
Portable trailers have existed on this property since the 1970s. The existing trailers obscure the grand view 
of the building’s rear elevation, but are removable. If additional trailers are proposed for this property, they 
should be located in the most unobtrusive locations possible, and no more should be added to the rear court-
yard. The trailers themselves are architecturally undistinguished and any future ones should be of a similar 
quality. As they are not intended to be permanent, though there have been trailers on the site for over 40 
years, the HALRB should focus on the appropriate location for the trailers rather than attempting to improve 
their design. They should be considered as temporary additions to the historic district.

Sidewalks and paved paths
With the construction of the original school came the installation of a coherent, simply designed pedestri-
an circulation infrastructure. This took the form of concrete walkways that linked public sidewalks, parking 
lots, and the athletic fields to the ingress points of the school. As new additions and portable trailers were 
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installed, along with new parking areas, new walkways were constructed. Stairs also were built into the hill at 
the athletic field and tucked into the grade at the southwest elevation to facilitate site circulation. So long as 
these connections remain active at the school, the walkways should be maintained in as close to their origi-
nal locations as possible. The existing materials should also be maintained. New treatments, such as brick or 
stamped pavers, are not desirable and would not be appropriate for the historic district. 

LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS

Athletic fields
The athletic fields are the most significant element of the school’s campus landscape. It is the outdoor ‘heart’ 
of the property, the space where teams practice and compete, and where the school and community join 
together to observe and participate in athletic pursuits. The connection between the fields and the school is 
made indelible with the dramatically sloping topography, with the bold modern design of the school serving 
as a fitting backdrop for the turf proscenium below. This visual and physical connection between the two 
spaces should be preserved and care should be taken to maintain both the location and physical integrity of 
the field itself. While construction in the rear is not precluded by these Design Guiedlines, any additions or 
improvements constructed in the space between the rear of the school and the athletic field should be par-
ticularly sensitive to the historic building and landscape, and not completely obscure the views between the 
core of the historic building and the adjacent street and playing field.

Mature trees
The mature trees on site are an important part of the historic landscape and setting of the school property. 
Historic photographs show that when the school was constructed, large trees were left on site and the pe-
rimeter was protected from land disturbance. For healthy trees measuring greater than 15” diameter at 4’ 
of height, complete removal is discouraged. An assessment of the tree’s health and value, prepared by the 
County Arborist, should accompany any request to remove a large tree. Replacement trees will be calculated 
based on the County’s tree replacement formula.

Courtyard & Passive Green Space
The courtyard at the rear of the school, originally delineated by lawns criss-crossed by pedestrian paths with 
the flagpole marking its definable center, remains as an active landscape, one that is clearly part of the im-
mediate academic setting of the building. As of the establishment of the historic district, much of this area is 
partially occupied by portable trailers. This courtyard should remain as open as possible, and new construc-
tion should be located to the peripheral areas of the property, and should not encroach further. This area may 
be enhanced with the addition of new site elements, further described in Section VI.

The rear courtyard as well as other lawn areas surrounding the perimeter of the building also act as the pas-
sive green buffer between the bustle of the school, the programs at the athletic field, and the busy passenger 
pickup and drop off locations. These green spaces should be maintained as much as possible and should not 
be paved completely.
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Green technology (Solar equipment, geothermal wells, turbines, etc.)
Such equipment should be of a neutral color or a color that blends into the existing rooftop equipment of the 
buildings. Rooftop screening or ground-level screening may be required if the expanded equipment would be 
visible from public streets or public sidewalks adjacent to the property. 

Green roofs may be considered under the CoA application process. Factors such as the required structural 
load of planting beds and soil, visibility, drainage, and reversibility should be considered during the review. 
Any application for green roofs must demonstrate that there will be no potential damage to any character-de-
fining features of the building or grounds, either by installation or by use and maintenance of the planting 
materials or their associated beds. 

Stormwater management
New construction or other renovation work may require upgrades or expansion to stormwater management 
facilities located on the property. State and local laws regulating stormwater management cannot be super-
seded by these Design Guidelines; however, APS should endeavor to work with the HALRB, HPP staff, Depart-
ment of Environmental Services (DES) staff, and other applicable regulatory groups to ensure that installation 
of any stormwater control or abatement Best Management Practices (BMPs) are compatible with the historic 
district. The most common BMPs include wet detention basins, dry detention basins, vegetated swales, veg-
etated buffers, stormwater wetlands, and stormwater planter boxes. Any BMPs should be designed so as to 
be as minimally visually disruptive to the building and landscape as possible. Where structures must be built, 
they should be screened with vegetation. APS should work with the HALRB, HPP, and DES staff early in the 
design process so that BMP locations are clearly known and a range of designs can be considered.
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V. MAINTENANCE
All properties require ongoing maintenance as parts of the building or structure wear out and require re-
placement. Sometimes this replacement is necessitated by damage; in other cases it is part of the life cycle 
of the building. This chapter offers suggestions and guidelines for addressing common problems of building 
maintenance and rehabilitation in ways that preserve the character-defining features of the historic district. 
When maintenance is required, the following Preservation Technical Notes, published by the National Park 
Service, should be consulted:

• ITS No. 11: Schools – Interior Alterations
• ITS No. 12: Schools – Adaptive Reuse
• ITS No. 40: Corridors in Historic School Buildings
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SITING OF NEW ADDITIONS

After decades of additions and alterations, few wholly original 1950 facades remain visible.  The diagram be-
low (Figure A) shows the portions of the building exterior which remain much the same as they were at the 
time of construction.  The integrity of the historic building design is dependent upon preserving these intact 
facades as much as possible.  

VI. GUIDELINES FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION

A

Areas shaded in red below (Figure B) delineate areas where new 
construction should not occur.  The yellow highlighted areas in-
dicate portions of the site where the construction and design of 
building additions is particularly sensitive.  While site and land-
scape improvements in these areas is encouraged, additions 
should be limited to arrangements which don’t completely ob-
scure views between the core of the historic school building and 
the adjacent streets and playing field.  

B
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BUILDING MASSING

The historic school building is designed in such a way that the exterior facade articulation and massing direct-
ly reflect the use of the interior spaces.  Entrances, vertical circulation, classrooms, and large gathering spac-
es (gymnasium, auditorium, etc.) each exhibit a distinct arrangement which should inform future additions.   
Portions of the building containing classrooms (Figure B) are repetitive in articulation, with a high window to 
wall ratio. Conversely, spaces such as the gymnasium and auditorium (Figures C, D) have a high wall to win-
dow ratio. The massing of vertical circulation (Figure A) extends above the surrounding roof line, with glass 
block fenestration extending through multiple floors.      

A B

D

C
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BUILDING WALL MATERIALS

The building wall materials used on the original 1950 structure consist of simple and highly durable masonry, 
including brick laid in a common bond (Figure A), limestone panels and trimwork (Figure B), and horizontally 
laid ashlar cut stone (Figure C).  While the continued use of smooth limestone and cast stone is encourage for 
trimwork on new additions, replication of the original brick and ashlar cut stone as a building wall material is 
not recommended.  Instead, alternative types of masonry should be pursued for use as the primary new wall 
surface material.  If brick is used, it is recommended that another bond pattern, different color, and/or brick 
type (Figure D) be employed to differentiate the addition from the original structure.  Smooth face cast stone 
block is also a recommended material, and introduces a slightly different scale and proportion (Figures E,F) 
of masonry to that of the brick.  A glass curtain wall system is not recommended for large expanses of wall 
surface, however it may be used for small segments where new construction joins with the existing structure.  
Additionally, horizontally oriented metal panels (Figure G) can be used sparingly as an accent material.

NOT RECOMMENDED
• EIFS
• Stucco 
• Cementitious Panels
• Imitation Brick or Stone

HISTORICAL MATERIALS

RECOMMENDED

• Corrugated Metal
• Glass Curtain Wall Systems (except for small areas)
• Lap Siding (of any material)
• Vertical Siding (of any material)

A

D E F G

B C
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FENESTRATION

A wide range of window configurations can be found on the original 1950 structure.  Each of the configura-
tions has a number of common elements and details which help the entire ensemble hold together as a set.  
It is recommended that the design of all new windows follow some of the following basic patterns: 

• when windows are grouped together horizontally, the overall set should be trimmed with stone or cast 
stone (Figures A, B, C, E), and separated by stone or cast stone panels; on the ground floor these panels 
tend to be quite wide (Figure C) 

• when windows occur alone, no trim is used, aside from a stone or cast stone sill (Figures D, F)
• clear glass and glass block are mixed in the same openings (Figures B, F) for most south-facing windows 

(block over clear glass for classrooms; clear glass over block for larger gathering spaces)
• glass block is used alone in stairwells 

A

FED

CB



18 DRAFT STRATFORD SCHOOL HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

ENTRANCEWAYS & DOORS

Primary Entranceway
The primary entrance facing Vacation Lane (Figure 
A) is the most unique feature of the original 1950 
building and is a signature piece of architecture.  
The details of this portion of the building (the “in-
verted” columns, arcade, and large expanses of 
smooth limestone wall panels) should not be repli-
cated elsewhere as part of a new addition.  

Secondary Entranceways
Secondary entrances to the original 1950 building 
are simple and unadorned. All are either recessed 
several feet into the mass of the building (Figure B), 
or have a small cantilevered canopy (Figure C).  Any 
additions to the structure should have entrance 
configurations which follow this pattern.  

Doors
Doors on the existing building are of plain metal 
type and contain a single clear glass panel.  They 
are found alone or in pairs, and always with a clear 
transom above.  It is recommended that the design 
of new any doors contain these few elements.  

A

B

C
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BUILDING ELEMENTS & DETAILS

Columns
The original 1950 structure makes use of two types 
of columns: an “inverted” stone clad type found at 
the primary entranceway (Figure B); and simple lal-
ly columns (Figure A) used to support the canopy at 
the secondary entranceway on the west end of the 
building.  Use of only the latter is recommended for 
building additions.  

Roof Detail & Parapet
It is recommended that all future additions have a 
minimum 3’ high parapet wall above the adjacent 
roof surface.  Walls should be capped with simple 
stone or precast coping to match the detail still 
found on small portions of the  original 1950 struc-

A B C

D E

ture in color and width.  An example of this can be 
seen at the top of the buttresses at the exterior of 
the gymnasium (Figure C). 

Railings
New railings should match the style and color of 
existing original railings, which employ a flat metal 
ribbon 

Photovoltaic Panels & Mechanical Equipment
All mechanical equipment and photovoltaic panels 
should be roof mounted where possible, shielded 
from view by a continuous parapet wall.   
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EXISTING SITE WALLS

The foundation of the building façade and many of the site walls adjacent to the building are composed of a natural 
stone set in a random ashlar pattern as seen in the images below. This treatment is recommended as a foundation for 
new additions to the building. To complement the façade design and materials, any new site walls that are adjacent to 
the building should use a natural stone veneer and capstone similar in size, pattern and color.  

Front entrance steps and ramp

Wall seperating loading/trash area from path

Concrete retaining wall in sloped lawn area

Concrete retaining wall enclosure

Accessible ramp with stone veneer

Stone wall with deteriorating stone cap

Wood timber wall at athletic field

Concrete and brick wall at side entrance

Detail view of stone veneer and pattern

Detail view of stone veneer and pattern

Concrete wall separating parkling levels

Detail view of brick wall and pier
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EXISTING SITE WALLS 

Other site retaining walls in turf or landscaped areas may be constructed of formed concrete as seen in some of the im-
ages below. However, the use of a stone veneer and capstone is preferred in highly visible or heavily used areas, such as 
the athletic field and neighboring park. New construction of site walls should be designed not to exceed 2’-6” in height. 
If higher walls are needed to handle differences in grades that exceed 2’-6” guardrails will need to be provided to meet 
current building code requirements.

SITE WALLS PRECEDENT IMAGES

Stone retaining walls and spectator seating near field

Concrete walls and lawn terraces

Stone wall with precast capstone

Gabion wall 

Gabion wall Stone wall with terraced landscape 
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EXISTING HARDSCAPE MATERIALS

The campus sidewalks and plaza spaces consist of a mix of poured in place concrete with an exposed aggregate fin-
ish. This treatment is recommended for all new paving on campus. The exposed aggregate finishing process has been 
around since the early 20th century, well before pattern stamping and other decorative treatments became trendy. 
The finished product is obtained by placing the concrete and removing the cement paste to expose the beauty of the 
aggregates beneath. This can be polished for interior applications, similar to the terrazzo flooring found inside, or left 
exposed in exterior applications offering more texture for better grip in icy conditions. Using this treatment wil help 
create a direct connection between in the inside and outside common spaces. Patterning can be achieved with jointing 
and decorative saw-cuts to achieve a uniform grid or other desired pattern.

HARDSCAPE PRECEDENT IMAGES

Interior terrazzo flooring 

Exposed aggregate sidewalk in Washington DC Detailed view of jointing and texture

Sidewalk near bus drop off Sidewalk near athletic field 

Example of plain concrete and exposed used
to create contrast and pattern
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EXISTING FENCES AND GUARDRAILS

There are many examples of aluminum handrails and guardrails on-site, both interior and exterior. The design of the 
original railings does not meet current building code requirements. However, the overall design and aesthetic is reflec-
tive of the 1950’s modern era when the building was constructed. New railings should complement these in design 
using flat aluminum or stainless steel horizontal and vertical rails. The spacing and layout of rails will need to meet cur-
rent building code requirements.

The perimeter of the athletic field and property are enclosed with various heights and types of chain link fence. The use 
of chain link fence is appropriate and should be maintained, repaired or replaced as needed with new construction. It 
is recommended that all new fences and gates have a galvanized and powder coated silver in color to match the site 
furnishings, architectural details and railings.

FENCES AND GUARDRAIL PRECEDENT IMAGES

Aluminum guardrail at transformer enclosure Detail view of flat rails and design Guardrail on accessible ramp

Green chain lin fence Chain link fence and gate Perimeter fence

Modern stainless steel handrail w/flat rails Modern stainless steel handrail w/flat rails Typical galvanized chain link fence
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EXISTING LIGHT POLES AND FIXTURES
The lighting across the campus varies from large parking lot poles to smaller, more pedestrian poles along major paths. 
New lighting poles and fixtures should be in the same family and overall aesthetic throughout the campus. It will be 
important to ensure that parking areas, paths, and entrances are well lit to provide a safe and visible experience for 
students, faculty or visitors during the evening. New lighting should use the latest technology and respect dark sky rules 
limiting light pollution to the adjacent neighborhood. A photometic study will be required to determine the appropri-
ate light levels. The following considerations should be evaluated when planning for new lighting:

• Reduce overall energy consumption from current system
• Redirect lighting into the landscape and away from the walls of buildings
• Compose a visually interesting evening landscape using multiple layers of light
• Enhance perceived safety and security with light
• Consider operations and maintenance
• Utilize automatic control of fixtures

Parking lot lighting 

Pedstrian pole base Detailed view of fixture and light shield

The original pedestrian light pole and fixture is reflective of the modern period and overall design of the building. New 
pedestrian light poles should be similar in design with a slender  pole and base that is recessed below grade. The fixture 
should be designed to direct light down and include operable light distrubution and LED technology. Please refer to the 
Site Furnishing Recommendations section for more detailed information. 

Old Vepco pole at courtyard Pedestrian pole near residential
with light shield

Pedestrian pole along sidewalk
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EXISTING SIGNAGE AND HISTORICAL MARKER
The collection of signage across the campus varies from regulatory, directional, monument, and most importantly, the 
historical marker for the Stratford Junior High School seen in the image below. To minimize visual clutter and reinforce 
a cohesive campus design, all new sign locations and graphic content will need to be evaluated to ensure that the mes-
sage is clear and the placement of the sign does not obstruct views or distract from key focal points, such as the main 
entrance monument and historical marker signs. The following considerations should be evaluated when planning for 
new signage:

• Consolidate building identification, wayfinding and regulatory signage
• Clearly identify the site and the buildings
• Provide accurate and ADA accessible site direction and information
• Integrate the signage into the landscaped environment

Visual clutter of signs- emphasis should be on
the historical marker 

• Create a unified look and 
   nomenclature to the signage
• Reduce the amount of signage

Monument sign in entry court island Historical marker sign

LIGHT POLES AND FIXTURES PRECEDENT IMAGES

Recessed wall lighting at steps Bollard path lightingBollard path lighting
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EXISTING SITE FURNITURE

The collection of furnishings varies across the campus as seen in the images below. This mix of furnishings is likely from 
implementation over time and budget reasons. For new construction, it will be important to develop a dynamic lan-
guage for site furnishings to give the campus a cohesive and distinctive identity that is reflective of the modern design. 
New furnishings should be sited to promote social activity and take advantage of shade and views. Please refer to the 
Site Furnishing Recommendations section for more detailed information. 

Bicycle parking area at main entrance

Trash and recycling bins Gazebo in entry court island Picnic table in entry court island

Garden bench with plaque Metal sports bench
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1964 World’s Fair Bench- 6 ft. 
Manufacturer: Kenneth Lynch & Sons
Color: Silver uprights, cedar RPL slats 

Trash and Recycling Receptacles
Manufacturer: Victor Stanley SD-42
Color: Silver (trash), Green or Blue (recycle)

Pole top luminaire with adjustable LED 
light distribution- 14 ft.
Manufacturer: BEGA 
Color: Silver

‘Orion’ Bicycle Rack 
Manufacturer: Madrax
Color: Silver

SITE FURNITURE- RECOMMENDATIONS

The furnishings pictured below are generally consistent with Arlington County standards with the exception of the light 
pole. 
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SUSTAINABILITY & STORMWATER MANAGEMENT
The main objective for new construction will be to minimize, and if possible eliminate, stormwater runoff from new 
building construction and major renovation projects. When planning and designing buildings and sites,
create a hydrologic landscape that is functionally equivalent to the pre-development hydrology.

There are many opportunities on-site to employ sustainable design measures to achieve this goal. Below are just a few 
examples of how to effectively treat stormwater and reduce runoff with landscaping and green infrastructure.

Green roof Green roof

Rain Garden with educational sign

Bio-retention planting strip in parking lot

Vegetated Swale & Rain Garden

Bio-retention planting in parking lot
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TREE PRESERVATION AND RECOMMENDED PLANTINGS
Providing and preserving tree canopy on-site will be extremely important for new construction. Trees help to reduce 
runoff, urban heat islands, air, noise and soil erosion. Good tree canopy will also provide many other environmental 
benefits associated with active and healthy communities. When planning for new additions or site construction the 
following should be considered:

• Identify, assess and protect existing vegetation and trees of aesthetic, historical, or ecological value. 
• Increase density of tree canopy using multiple species of native trees.
• Increase tree species diversity to minimize the spread of disease and pests.
• Select low-maintenance, native or naturalized plants that are tolerant of urban conditions
• To reduce urban heat and air pollution, and to increase pavement lifecycle, plant trees in sufficient numbers and ap-
propriate layouts to achieve maximum shading of pavements.
• Reduce water consumption and protect water quality by designing a water-efficient landscape. Eliminate the need 
for irrigation through selection of drought-resistant plant species. If necessary, use irrigation systems that maximize ef-
ficient use of water in the landscape.

For a complete list of recommended trees and species please visit the following website:
http://environment.arlingtonva.us/trees/plant-trees/recommended-trees/

Sweetgum

Saucer Magnolia

Bald Cypress

Swamp White Oak

Serviceberry

River Birch

Hackberry

Redbud

Sweetbay Magnolia
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LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES

The campus has only a few distinct landscape types offering different experiences and characteristics. While some of 
these spaces may change over time, it will be critical to identify what features are worth preserving and enhancing 
to help reinforce and define the character for the future campus. Below are key objectives to consider before making 
improvements to the campus landscape.

Campus Entrance and Front Plaza

Linking Spaces and Paths

There are several linking spaces and paths throughout the campus that provide connections to the surrounding neigh-
borhood and to points internal to the site. These paths should be repaved to enhance the site and include path lighting 
where appropriate. All path improvements should provide a safe and accessible experience.

The entrance to the campus from Vacation Lane should be celebrated to reinforce the entrance experience for both 
pedestrians and vehicles. The existing trees here are some of the most significant and mature trees on-site and should 
be preserved. Selective pruning could potentially open up clear views to the main entrance and plaza. The entry court 
island with the monument sign, gazebo and historical marker should be redesigned to help enhance the overall expe-
rience. 

• Define and reinforce open space and 
landscape character
• Define and enhance residential and 
landscape edges
• Identify opportunities for Arboricultural and
Horticultural planting

• Reinforce and enhance entry sequences to
the campus
• Develop treatment for transitional
landscapes and plaza areas
• Celebrate and define landscape surrounding
recreational fields and adjacent park 



31DRAFT STRATFORD SCHOOL HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

LANDSCAPE TYPOLOGIES

South Terrace and Courtyard

Recreational Fields

The south terrace and courtyard has the potential to become a stronger axis and active, common space that supports 
the recreational uses and promotes more social activities. Any new additions or site construction should strengthen 
the connection between the academic building and athletic field while providing common outdoor spaces for learning 
and socializing. 

The athletic fields and surrounding trees is largest and heavily used landscapes on campus. The topography and land-
scape helps to create a sense of enclosure and intimacy despite the openess and size of the field. 
Enhancements should be made to improve the accessibility to the lower fields using additional steps or ramps. New 
retaining walls should be installed to help prevent erosion, while providing a additional opportunities for spectator 
seating. Lighting of fields should be evaluated and discussed during a future site evaluation process. 
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