
Community Development Citizen Advisory Committee (CDCAC) Meeting 

May 6, 2015 

2100 Clarendon Blvd – Courthouse Plaza 

Room 311 

 

Members Present:  Maryclare Whitehead, Gretel Larocca, David Gardner, Michael Sampson, 

Lincoln Cummings, Larry Withers 

 

Staff Present: Jennifer Daniels, Caitlin Jones 

 

Maryclare Whitehead, CDCAC Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:32.   

 

1.  Public comment:   

 

There was no public comment.   

 

2. Approval of minutes:   

 

The minutes from the March 4, 2015 CDCAC meeting were approved unanimously.  

 

3. Presentation:  CDBG, HOME, and National Housing Trust Fund, Federal Funding 

Forecasting 

 

Jason Boehlert, Executive Director of the National Association of County Community 

and Economic Development presented on CDBG, HOME and National Housing Trust 

Fund, Federal Funding Forecasting.   

 

Q: Does CDCAC have a responsibility to advocate for more funding at the national and 

state level?  A: Yes, there are better ways to “tell the story” about what CDBG does for 

the community.  Ms. Whitehead commented that she had been to a Congressional visit a 

couple of years ago to talk about the CSBG program.   

 

4. Action:  Draft Affordable Housing Master Plan  

 

Jennifer Daniels provided an overview of the Affordable Housing Master Plan, which 

analyzed current and future housing needs, and developed three goals – supply, access, 

and sustainability.  Staff is requesting endorsement on the plan from CDCAC.  

 

Q: what are the main areas of the Master Plan that are applicable to CDCAC?  A: These 

include funding sources for maintaining and increasing supply of housing; accessing 

housing, particularly for people with disabilities and for those that need services to help 

with accessing housing.  The Affordable Housing Master Plan was endorsed unanimously 

 

5. Discussion:  Draft Notice of Funding Availability for FY 2017 Community Development 

Funds  

 



Members discussed whether the submission of letters of recommendation, or necessary or 

meaningful as a measure of support from the community?  The suggestion was made to 

specifically ask for client letters.   

 

For program evaluation, members discussed whether to add a criteria to talk about 

organizational performance and demonstrated impact on the community, and to ask 

applicants to self-certify how they feel they performed in previous years.  This can be 

added to the community support/references section.  Past performance also ties into 

summary reports.   

 

Members recommended creating a guide to help walk CDCAC members through the 

evaluation criteria when they are scoring proposals. “Cheat sheet” would be helpful to 

understand each members thought process.   

 

For budget reasonableness, should look at salaries of top executives vs. the lower level 

employees, and what the program is proposing to do vs. what they are asking for.   

 

CDCAC is interested in understanding where proposals and priorities fit into overall 

Consolidated Plan priorities 

 

At the June meeting, CDCAC will discuss the review process and may revisit the 

evaluation plan.   

 

6. Chair’s report:  There was no Chair’s report.   

 

7. Staff report:  Staff suggested that for next month’s meeting, CDCAC members provide a 

brief presentation on who they represent, citizen committees they represent, where they 

come from.   

 

8. Member reports:   

 

Larry Withers has been re-appointed to the Housing Commission and the Crystal City 

Citizen Review Council (CCCRC).  David Gardner reported that Community Services 

Board is continuing to struggle with the increasing cost of health care and the aging 

community and escalating need as a result.  Gretel Larocca struggling with the new 

preschool guidelines.  

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:30pm.   

 

 

 

 


