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I. InTRoDUCTIon: PURPoSe & InTenT
The Stratford School Local Historic District Design Guidelines (hereinafter referred to as the “Design Guidelines”) 
clarify and explain the requirements of the design review and approval process by the Arlington County Historical 
Affairs and Landmark Review Board (HALRB). The Design Guidelines are intended to help Arlington Public Schools 
(APS) staff, County Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff, and the HALRB preserve and protect the Stratford 
School Local Historic District, and to help manage new changes and rehabilitation work in a manner that is 
thoughtful, predictable, and compatible with the historic district. The document includes specific information 
regarding renovation and rehabilitation, new construction, and routine maintenance. The Design Guidelines 
are applicable in all areas within the Local Historic District Zoning overlay. Such Design Guidelines are required 
for all new locally-designated historic districts, as stated in the Arlington County Zoning ordinance §11.3 and 
§15.7, and are adopted by the County Board during the local historic district designation process.  The Design 
Guidelines are further defined in §18.2 of the Zoning Ordinance, which states the following: “Historic district 
design guidelines. Those guidelines adopted by the County Board, pursuant to §11.3, and intended to guide 
and inform the decisions of the Historical Affairs and Landmark Review Board with regard to alterations to the 
exterior features of a locally designated historic district.”

The 2004 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between APS, the HALRB, and the County also set out a 
process by which historic districts are designated and work is then reviewed for designated properties. These 
Design Guidelines incorporate the process and intent of the MoU where applicable. 

The Design Guidelines are based upon the accepted preservation guidance from the U.S. Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, as listed below:

1. A property will be used as it was historically or be given a new use that requires minimal change to its distinctive materials, 
features, spaces, and spatial relationships.

2. The historic character of a property will be retained and preserved. The removal of distinctive materials or alteration of features, 
spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize a property will be avoided.

3. Each property will be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes that create a false sense of historical 
development, such as adding conjectural features or elements from other historic properties, will not be undertaken.

4. Changes to a property that have acquired historic significance in their own right will be retained and preserved.
5. Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that characterize a property 

should be preserved.
6. Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration requires replacement 

of a distinctive feature, the new feature should match the old in design, color, texture, and, where possible, materials. 
Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.

7. Chemical or physical treatments, if appropriate, will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. Treatments that cause 
damage to historic materials will not be used.

8. Archaeological resources will be protected and preserved in place. If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures 
will be undertaken.

9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction will not destroy historic materials, features, and spatial 
relationships that characterize the property.

10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction will be undertaken in such a manner that if removed in the future, the 
essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired.

Finally, these Design Guidelines were developed with the recognition that buildings are not static, but continue 
to evolve over time. The guidance provided herein is not intended to prohibit changes, but rather to ensure that 
such changes are respectful of and compatible with the existing historic building and school campus.
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II. HISToRIC & ARCHITeCTURAL ConTeXT
The Design Guidelines are intended to preserve and protect the defining historically and architecturally significant 
features of the Stratford School Local Historic District. Those features are hereby described, enumerated, and 
visually illustrated in this section and hereafter in this document. Even if a feature of the building, landscape, or 
site is not identified as historically or culturally significant, the Design Guidelines still apply to any alterations to 
any feature of the property.

HISToRIC ConTeXT

The Stratford School is nationally significant as the first integrated public school in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. As the local historic district designation report, National Register nomination, and numerous articles 
describe, this event signaled the end of Virginia’s policy of “Massive Resistance”, which involved closing public 
schools rather than allowing African American students to be educated alongside their white peers. The events 
of that morning and week are documented in newsreels, newspaper articles, photographs, and are summarized 
in the local historic district designation report. 

Much scholarly work has been devoted in the historic preservation field to the “power of place.” Buildings, 
landscapes, structures, and all physical spaces have the power to show each of us a particular moment in time, 
allowing us to experience an historical moment or event as if we were there ourselves, and thereby gain a 
deeper and more personal understanding of history. It is the role of historic preservation to ensure that places 
and viewsheds that are imbued with historic significance and historic memory be retained to allow current and 
future generations this same opportunity to experience history through the power of place. 

The rear elevation of the Stratford School, the landscape and circulation paths that lead to the rear of the 
school from Old Dominion Drive, and the doors where the four integrating students were greeted by police 
before entering school for the first week of integration are important spaces that allow even the most casual 
observer the opportunity to experience history by walking in their footsteps. The retention of these important 
viewsheds and features of the building, captured in photographs and national newsreel footage at the time 
of the events, is critical to the preservation and future interpretation of the Stratford School Local Historic 
District. The importance of these spaces and viewsheds should not imply that other areas of the school are not 
significant in their own right. Though the four students entered from the rear of the school, they attended the 
school just like any other student—changing classes, going to lunch and gym class, and sitting in assemblies. The 
entire site is significant for its association with the events of 1959; these special areas in the rear are highlighted 
because of their unique significance.

This emphasis should not be construed to mean that no changes to these areas are allowed. The pathways 
themselves have been altered over time, relocatable classrooms have been erected in the central courtyard, 
and a playground has been installed near the door where the students first entered. This is a site that has 
lived and grown beyond the events of 1959. Instead, future alterations to the rear of the building should be 
undertaken with the emphasis on minimal further changes. Where alterations are required, priority should be 
given to those that could be temporary in nature. Alterations should enhance the sense of “arrival” in these 
areas and should strive to maintain clear sightlines from old Dominion Drive to the rear of the school. 
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ARCHITeCTURAL ConTeXT 

The Stratford School is an architecturally significant International Style building. It is the best and most intact 
work of prominent regional architect Rhees Burket, Sr., and represents his expressive interpretation of the 
International Style for a public school facility. The building is characterized by the extensive use of cut-stone, 
glazed brick and tile, and glass block. The form and massing of the school is dynamic and creative, using a 
strong vocabulary of vertical and horizontal elements that respond to challenging topography to link different 
programmatic elements of the school on the site. It is a nearly pure expression of form following function, as each 
of the building’s elements--from the classrooms and library to the auditorium, stair towers, and gymnasium--is 
contained in a separate volume that is  clearly expressed and articulated on the exterior. The architectural and 
other site elements of the Stratford School that are characteristic of the International Style and have intrinsic 
historical value to the site are listed below and will be protected and preserved by these Design Guidelines.

School Building elements
• Large rectilinear forms that step with the topography.
• extension of building walls and materials into the landscape.
• Strong horizontal bands of repeated building materials.
• A projecting main entrance with portico supported by stone faced columns (pilotis) resting on a concrete 

patio.
• northwest secondary entrance and cafeteria terraced into slope of the hill.
• Central stone, monolithic form containing the stairwell in the rear.
• Axes (used to break up the mass as the grade changes): 
 - Central building axis aligns with vehicular circle at front and playing fields at rear of property. Defines        
    the central circulation system of the building.
 - Secondary axis to the west and east contain stairwell exits, and are noted by a change in materials.
• Massing and form that define spatial functions within the building for the library, gym, auditorium, 

stairwells.   
• Long, linear bands of ashlar cut stone to define vertical and horizontal building elements, as well as landscape 

elements.
• Use of building materials (limestone panels; glass block windows; stone sills, trim and coping) to create 

exterior ornamental patterns.
• Flat roofs.
• The configuration and purposeful grouping of individual, paired, and ganged windows throughout.
• Window placement and orientation correspond with solar exposures.
• Ashlar-cut stone at lower levels, stair towers, vertical walls, site walls.
• Blond brick on upper levels.
• Glass block set in steel frames.
• Glass block to accent and differentiate stairwells, creating visual cues for ingress/egress points on the rear. 
• Decorative brick screening wall on southwest elevation.
• Masonry buttresses on southeast elevation.
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Certain other elements of the property, including site and landscape features, are also historically significant. 
These include the following: 

Site elements
• Circular vehicular entry on north side of the property.
• Ashlar cut stone retaining walls with slate caps.
• Arlington County Historic Marker.
• Flagpole in the rear courtyard.

Landscape elements
• Central landscaped island at traffic circle.
• Athletic fields to the south.
• Courtyards to immediate rear of the building on the south elevation.

northwest facade Southeast facade

Southwest facade South corner
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III. CeRTIFICATe oF APPRoPRIATeneSS
In order to preserve and protect the defining architectural and historical elements of the Stratford School 
Local Historic District, a number of exterior alterations first will require a Certificate of Appropriateness (CoA) 
from the HALRB prior to being undertaken. The priority for preservation will be to protect the historic and 
architectural integrity and character of the historic Stratford School building, in addition to protecting the 
defining character and features of select elements of the landscape and site. The procedures for applying for 
a CoA are governed by §15.7 of the Arlington County Zoning ordinance. Certain procedures also are detailed 
in the 2004 MoU between Arlington Public Schools, the County Manager, and the HALRB. 

Emergency situations involving life safety issues or hazardous conditions are governed by the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance Section 11.3.5.B which states that, “Nothing in this section shall prevent the 
construction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, or demolition of any such feature which the Building 
Official shall certify is required to maintain and uphold public safety because of an unsafe or dangerous 
condition that cannot otherwise be remedied and that is not the result, either directly or indirectly, of the 
owner’s negligence.” Nothing in that statement or these Design Guidelines shall exempt Arlington Public 
Schools of any permit obligations required by the Inspection Services Division, the Zoning Division, or the 
Department of environmental Services. 

CoA application requirements are determined by the proposed work. A sample CoA application is attached in 
the Appendix for informational purposes. Administrative Certificates of Appropriateness (ACoAs) require the 
same form, and much of the same information for review, but may be approved only by HPP staff. Review and 
approval of an ACoA typically occurs within 1-2 business days following the receipt of a complete application. 

Certain minor work items do not require a CoA review, but do require courtesy reviews by HPP staff prior to 
being implemented. Courtesy reviews serve multi purposes. They allow HPP staff the possibility to comment 
on proposed work items prior to implementation, and they allow APS staff the opportunity to receive 
professional preservation guidance on treatments that may have an impact to historic building materials or 
features. The courtesy reviews also allow HPP staff the opportunity to evaluate whether a proposed work 
item, such as installation of mechanical equipment, meets the criteria for courtesy review, or whether it 
would require an ACoA. Many of the items that would require a courtesy review should be discussed with 
HPP staff early, (as the MOU directs if the items are part of the CIP, for example), but it is the nature of 
building maintenance that many items may not be planned months in advance, but rather in response to 
immediate on site needs. HPP staff should be viewed as a resource in these cases. Courtesy reviews also 
enable HPP staff to document work that is undertaken on site so that the property file for the historic district 
is comprehensive and up to date. 
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oVeRVIew oF THe CoA APPLICATIon PRoCeSS
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CoA ReVIew ReQUIReMenTS

A) The following exterior alterations will require review by the HALRB and approval of a CoA at a public                        
hearing:

School Building 
1. Any new construction or enlargement, addition, modification, or alteration of the exterior of an existing 

building.
2. Removal or demolition of part or all of a building or structure, including accessory structures.
3. Repair or replacement of stone, brick, roofs, external doors and windows, awnings, trim, and other 

features with different materials and/or a different design.
4. Change in or alteration of materials including installation of siding, shingles, or masonry re-facing.
5. Repointing or repair of brick and stone with masonry or mortar of a different material, texture, and/

or design.
6. Changes in the materials or structure of any of the existing elevations of the building,major repair and 

rehabilitation work.
7. Removal, replacement, or enclosure of any existing doors and/or windows.
8. Erection of any accessory structures or edifices including, but not limited to, bleachers, concession 

stands, parking lots, sheds, etc.
9. Installation of windows or doors that are not compatible with the glass configuration of the existing 

windows, window sash(es), or doors.
10. Modifications or changes to the building or grounds as required by or established in the standards set 

forth in any Federal, Virginia or Arlington County law. 
11. Any other action which is not ordinary maintenance but which modifies, alters, replaces, or otherwise 

affects the exterior features of a building, structure, site, or other feature within the historic district, 
excluding relocatable classrooms.

Site Elements
1. Modification of location, design, or materials of existing paving materials, or any new paving on site.
2. Removal of existing retaining walls, or construction of new retaining walls.
3. Removal or demolition of any accessory structure, other than relocatable classrooms. 

Landscape Elements
1. Any alterations to the size, design, configuration or setting of the landscaped area in the traffic circle, 

and to the courtyards and landscaped buffers adjacent to the front and rear of the building.

B) The following items will require review only by Historic Preservation Program (HPP) staff and approval  of 
a staff-issued Administrative Certificate of Appropriateness (ACoA) prior to being undertaken:

1. Installation of new windows, doors, or railings that match the existing in terms of size, style, and 
materials.

2. Removal of existing fences or installation of new fences.
3. Installation of any rooftop solar panels, wind turbines, geothermal wells, or any other types of 
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modifications made for energy-efficiency or technological purposes.
4. Installation of any new exterior mechanical equipment including, but not limited to, new central air 

conditioning system, HVAC system, heat pumps. 
5. Installation of signs other than replacement of existing signs of identical size and with identical features.
6. Installation of new lighting fixtures, fire boxes, or other similar equipment. 
7. Installation of metal railings that are of different design, materials, or style than the existing railings.
8. Removal of exterior paint in keeping with the proper treatment and methods for paint removal if 

other than as prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and the U.S. National Park Service 
guidelines.

9. Painting of previously unpainted exterior surfaces. 

C) The following items will require a courtesy review by the HPP staff, but do not require a CoA or ACoA prior 
to being undertaken. The purpose of courtesy reviews is to ensure that no permanent alterations to the local 
historic district are being undertaken, that proposed work will not be visible, and to ensure that there is a 
record of the work for the property file maintained by the HPP. Submissions should include plans, elevations, 
and any relevant specification sheets or shop drawings. 

1. Repair and ordinary maintenance of exterior features, including the roof. 
2. Installation of mechanical equipment that is smaller than or matches the size and location of existing 

equipment.
3. In-kind re-pointing or other masonry repair.
4. Cleaning of exterior brick and stone.
5. Any alteration to the size, design, configuration or setting of the athletic field and playground area.

D) The following items will be exempt from review by the HPP staff and the HALRB:

1. General landscaping, preparation, and maintenance of lawns, turf, shrubbery, flower beds, and gardens.
2. Paving repair using like material of like design in locations that are currently paved.
3. Painting of previously painted surfaces.
4. Replacement of existing signs of identical size with identical materials, lettering, and other features.
5. Removal, alteration, or addition to any existing relocatable classrooms including, but not limited to, 

grading, pouring new foundations, and electrical, mechanical, and plumbing upgrades.
6. Installation of new relocatable classrooms and associated site work, including, but not limited to, 

grading, pouring new foundations, and electrical, mechanical, and plumbing upgrades.
7. Installation of new roofing materials on the flat roofs so long as they are not visible from the public 

right-of-way.
8. Removal, replacement, or planting of any trees.
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IV. GUIDeLIneS FoR RenoVATIonS
BUILDInG eLeMenTS

Masonry: Repair, Replacement, Mortar, and Cleaning 
The masonry elements on the Stratford School are both decorative and structural. They provide a range of 
visual interest on every elevation and enliven otherwise utilitarian site features such as the retaining walls. 
These masonry elements include limestone panels, stone panels, ashlar-cut stone, blonde brick, stone sills 
and trim, stone coping, slate capping, and a decorative brick screen wall. Where historic masonry materials 
remain, care should be taken to ensure that they are preserved and retained in place. when repairs are 
necessary, they should use the gentlest, most minimally invasive means possible. If masonry is damaged, 
replacement should only be considered if repair is not possible. Replacement materials, including any 
replacement mortar, should match the original masonry elements in terms of size, color, style, and design. 
See National Park Service’s Preservation Brief No. 2: Mortar Joints for guidance on assessing, repairing, and 
replacing mortar on historic buildings. 

If it is determined in consultation with HPP staff and the HALRB that masonry elements cannot be repaired 
and must be replaced, the applicant should submit brick samples and a sample board with a minimum of 10 
bricks so that the color, glaze, texture, and color variations of both the brick and mortar can be evaluated. The 
sample board also should show how the mortar joints will be struck and the thickness of the joint. 

Mortar should be removed with hand tools only for vertical joints. If necessary, mechanical means can be 
used on horizontal mortar joints.  Existing mortar should be tested to determine composition and strength, 
and this information should be submitted as part of the review process. Typically, a Type S or Type M mortar 
would have been used on a 1950s building, but testing should be conducted in all locations to ensure whether 
or not a softer mortar type (Type N for example) would be more appropriate.

Any cleaning of masonry elements should be undertaken by the gentlest means possible. Typically, this 
just requires a water wash under low psi. Chemical washes may be considered, but only after studying the 
chemicals involved, and after testing is undertaken first in an area of low visibility. 

Roofing
The roof of the entire Stratford School is flat, sheathed with built-up composition roofing materials. The 
roofs themselves are not visible from the public right-of-way in any direction, even with the highly varied site 
topography. The existing roof materials can be replaced in kind or new materials installed through HPP review 
(see Section III). For the installation of green roofs, see the section on Green Technology below.

windows
There are three window types on the existing Stratford School building: 

1. Metal replacement windows, with awning openings and fixed panes, in both single and grouped 
locations. 

2. Historic glass block windows.
3. Fixed spandrel glass panels in aluminum frames.
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original glass block windows should be retained. Repairs should focus on retaining as much historic material 
as possible, following the guidance from the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. It is 
important for full window replacements to fit the exact height and width of the original openings.

Typical maintenance of glass blocks should include re-pointing when joints are deteriorated or missing. 
Glass blocks may also have small chips or minor cracks. Such aging effects, like slight fogging, normally do 
not adversely affect the block’s structural performance and are not generally grounds for replacement of 
the historic fabric. Glass block replacement should be confined to areas where blocks have lost significant 
structural strength, have cracks that have separated or a shard that might fall, or have chips or cracks that 
allow moisture to enter. Finding suitable replacements is often the most difficult problem in restoring glass 
block. When replacement is necessary, attempts should be made to match the historic glass block in texture 
and size. Any mortar for re-pointing or replacement work should match the original mortar in color, but 
should not be stronger than the original mix. 

Recommended strategies for window replacement include the following: 
• Maintain original number and arrangement of panes.
• Maintain individual or grouped window locations.
• Maintain location and configuration of operable windows.
• Use true or simulated divided lights with integral spacer bars that give depth and profile to windows. 

These help to preserve dimensions and shadow lines.
• Use metal windows that match existing profiles or that would be consistent with the historic design.

not recommended for window replacement: 
• Change in the number, location, size, or glazing pattern.
• Cutting of new opening(s).
• Horizontal, picture, round, octagonal or other-shaped windows not appropriate to the architectural 

style of the school.
• Infill of existing window openings.
• Installation of replacement windows that do not fit the size of the original window openings.
• Use of finishes that change the sash, depth of reveal, muntin configuration, reflective quality, color of 

glazing, or appearance of frame.
• Use of tinted glazing.
• Clip-in muntins.

Doors
There are three types of doors on the existing Stratford School building:

1.   Aluminum-framed glass entrance doors.
2.   Single-leaf metal doors with and without glass. 
3.   Double-leaf metal doors with and without glass.

Even with doors that have been replaced, the materials and fenestration patterns have been maintained. 
These features should continue to be replicated with any doors that are proposed for replacement. 
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Building Signage
For the school name, metal letters would be appropriate to use, and care should be taken to match the font 
style shown in historic photographs as closely as possible. The location of the signage that states the name 
of the school (i.e. Stratford Middle School) should be located on the limestone panels above the front door. A 
return to the original name of the school would be strongly enouraged, but not required. Additional signage 
appended to the building should be unobtrusive and designed in a unified manner with similar font and 
nomenclature used for all signs on the site. See Section V for further guidance.

SITe eLeMenTS

Decorative Brick Screen Wall and Pillars
The 1995 addition filled in and almost entirely obscured these original features. However, they still exist on 
this elevation and should be retained. The decorative brick screen wall is obscured by a dumpster and pebble-
dashed concrete trash enclosure. The lally columns, which used to support a canopy over a sidewalk, have 
been left as remnants while the walkway was enclosed in the new addition.  When further modifications in 
this area are considered, APS is encouraged to restore the visibility of these obscured elements.

Fences
New fencing, and alterations to or removal of existing fencing, can be approved by the HPP staff through 
the ACoA process. Chain link fences currently exist on the property and are located around the northern 
and eastern perimeter of the athletic field, and along the northwestern property boundary. The chain link 
fences are appropriate for the school use and the open nature of the campus. These fences may be replaced 
in kind, at the maximum height allowed under the Zoning ordinance. Picket fences or privacy fences are not 
appropriate. Metal mesh and other materials will be considered for new fences. 

Parking Areas
Two parking lots to the northeast of the school, as well as the bus turnaround, are located on school property 
and within the boundary of the historic district. 

Of these three paved areas, the bus turnaround and drop-off area at the main entrance is historically 
significant. Care should be taken to keep this feature in its original location to be used as a central drop-
off for the school. Having this area remain as one of, if not the main drop-off and pick-up point, keeps the 
monumental front entrance as the focal point of the façade and a center of activity for the entire building. 
In addition, this area was repeatedly photographed and protected by law enforcement during integration, 
and should be retained as a key visual reminder of the site’s period of historic significance. The other two 
parking lots, though original, are utilitarian features of the landscape. They neither add to nor detract from 
the historic significance of the property. Alterations to these areas will be considered. 

Paving materials currently include asphalt and concrete. Retention of these materials would be in keeping 
with the character of the historic district. Porous paving systems that can closely mimic the appearance of 
asphalt or concrete will be considered. 
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Retaining walls
There are two distinct types of retaining walls on the property. The first type, constructed of the same ashlar- 
cut stone as the school, is located on the southeast side of the building and are significant for transitioning 
one of the main decorative elements of the school into the landscape itself. This gives the site a Wrightian 
flourish that might not otherwise be apparent as these walls are designed specifically to tie the landscape 
and building together. The walls are capped with slate and have a modern metal handrail installed on the 
inside of the west wall and concrete steps. These stone walls should be retained in place, with all historic 
materials maintained. new site walls that serve a similar purpose should be treated in a similar manner. 

The second type of wall on the property is a typical concrete retaining wall. These exist in multiple locations 
and serve as retaining walls for the site grading, as well as for screening mechanical units. Some of these 
retaining walls are capped by black metal guardrails. These walls could be removed in the future, so long 
as the replacement treatment is similarly visually unobtrusive. This would be achieved through the use of 
utilitarian materials, such as concrete or earthworks, but a decorative treatment would not be appropriate 
for the historic district. Similarly, using the same stone or brick palette that is used on the historic school 
would be derivative and is not recommended.

H-B woodlawn Stone Monument Sign
This freestanding stone marker has the name of the current H-B woodlawn program inscribed on it. It is 
located within the traffic circle at the front entrance of the school. The H-B Woodlawn program is not part of 
the site’s period of historic significance, though this sign is a cherished symbol of a well-loved school. It is not 
necessary for this monument sign to remain on site if the program wish to take it to the new school location 
in Rosslyn. 

Gazebo
This is not an historic feature of the site and can be removed at any time. If APS retains the gazebo, it may 
be repaired as necessary, but not enlarged or otherwise made into a more prominent feature of the traffic 
circle. Replacement materials need not match the existing as this is not an historic feature within the local 
historic district.

Playground equipment
Immediately adjacent to the southeast side of the school is a small playground. The playground is not a 
historically significant feature of the property and may be removed in the future. However, as it is not an 
incompatible use for a school property, particularly given the adjacent Stratford Park, the playground may 
also be expanded, or relocated, so long as it does not encroach on entrance areas or the athletic fields. 

Relocatable Classrooms
Relocatable classrooms have existed on this property since the 1970s. The existing relocatable classrooms 
obscure the grand view of the building’s rear elevation, but are removable. If additional relocatable classrooms  
are proposed for this property, it is recommended that they be located in the most unobtrusive locations 
possible. The relocatable classrooms themselves are architecturally undistinguished and any future ones 
should be of a similar quality. It would be appropriate to focus on the best location for these elements 
rather than attempting to improve their design. Relocatable classrooms should be considered as temporary 
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additions to the historic district, and the addition or removal of relocatable classrooms will not be reviewed 
by the HALRB or HPP staff.
 
Sidewalks and Paved Paths
With the construction of the original school came the installation of a coherent, simply designed pedestrian 
circulation infrastructure. This took the form of concrete walkways that linked public sidewalks, parking lots, 
and the athletic fields to the ingress points of the school. As new additions and relocatable classrooms were 
installed, along with new parking areas, new walkways were constructed. Stairs also were built into the hill at 
the athletic field and tucked into the grade at the southwest elevation to facilitate site circulation. So long as 
these connections remain active at the school, it is recommended that these paths be maintained in as close 
to their original locations as possible. 

LAnDSCAPe eLeMenTS

Athletic Fields
The athletic fields are the most significant landscape element of the campus. It is the outdoor ‘heart’ of the 
property, the space where teams practice and compete, and where the school and community join together 
to observe and participate in athletic pursuits. The connection between the fields and the school is reinforced 
by the dramatically sloping topography. The bold modern design of the school serves as a fitting backdrop 
for the turf proscenium below. This visual connection between the two spaces should be preserved and care 
should be taken to maintain the general location of the field in the rear of the school.  While construction 
in this area is not precluded by these Design Guidelines, any additions or improvements constructed in the 
space between the rear of the school and the athletic field should be particularly sensitive to the historic 
building and landscape, and not completely obscure the views between the main classroom bar of the historic 
building and the adjacent street and playing field.

Mature Trees
The mature trees on site are an important part of the setting of the school property. Historic photographs 
show that when the school was constructed, large trees were left on site and the perimeter was protected 
from land disturbance. The removal of trees will not require a CoA or an ACoA by the HALRB or HPP staff, 
and will instead be governed by any other applicable County or State regulations regarding tree retention, 
particularly in the RPA. 

Courtyard & Passive Green Space
The courtyard at the rear of the school, originally delineated by lawns criss-crossed by pedestrian paths 
with the flagpole marking its definable center, remains as an active landscape, one that is clearly part of the 
immediate academic setting of the building. As of the establishment of the historic district, much of this area 
is partially occupied by relocatable classrooms. This courtyard should remain as open as possible. This area 
may be enhanced with the addition of new site elements, further described in Section VI.

The rear courtyard as well as other lawn areas surrounding the perimeter of the building also act as the passive 
green buffer between the bustle of the school, the programs at the athletic field, and the busy passenger 
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pickup and drop off locations. These green spaces should be maintained as much as possible and should not 
be paved completely, though improvements for safety and fire access as well as expanded programming may 
be allowed. 

New courtyards, gathering spaces, and pedestrian/vehicular circulation networks may be considered 
appropriate alterations. These areas may include new hardscape treatments such as pavers, stamped 
concrete, and porous paving materials as well as other materials.

Green Technology (solar equipment, geothermal wells, turbines, etc.)
Rooftop screening or ground-level screening may be required if the expanded equipment would be visible 
from public streets or public sidewalks adjacent to the property. equipment placement as well as visual 
character of the elements are important and will be reviewed.

Green roofs may be considered under the CoA application process. It is recommended that factors such as the 
required structural load of planting beds and soil, visibility, drainage, and reversibility be considered during 
the review. Any application for green roofs or other green technologies must demonstrate that there will be 
no potential damage to any character-defining features of the building or grounds, either by installation or by 
use and maintenance of the planting materials or their associated beds. 

Stormwater Management
New construction or other renovation work may require upgrades or expansion to stormwater management 
facilities located on the property. State and local laws regulating stormwater management cannot be 
superseded by these Design Guidelines; however, APS is strongly encouraged to work with the HALRB, HPP 
staff, Department of Environmental Services (DES) staff, and other applicable regulatory groups to ensure that 
installation of any stormwater control or abatement Best Management Practices (BMPs) are compatible with 
the historic district. The most common BMPs include wet detention basins, dry detention basins, vegetated 
swales, vegetated buffers, stormwater wetlands, and stormwater planter boxes. it is recommended that any 
BMPs be designed so as to be as minimally visually disruptive to the building and landscape as possible. 
Where structures must be built, they should be screened with vegetation. 



15DRAFT STRATFORD SCHOOL HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

SITInG oF new ADDITIonS

The Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties provide a sound basis for 
approaching new additions or related construction within the local historic district. New exterior additions or 
adjacent new construction should be compatible with the historic nature of the district, and should preserve, 
to the greatest extent practicable, the relationship between the building and the surrounding landscape. 
New additions should clearly read as such, and should complement the historic building in size, massing, 
and height. The form of new additions should follow the precedent set by the historic building, by treating 
classroom space and “special” areas with different massing schemes and architectural details. Examples 
from the historic building include the treatment of the front entrance, library, gym, and auditorium. new 
construction should be visually compatible in terms of size, scale, and design, and should minimize damage to 
historic building fabric and the landscape. In addition, important historic site circulation patterns, viewsheds, 
and vistas, as described in the local historic district designation report and in these Design Guidelines, should 
be maintained and remain as unaltered as possible. Building and landscape elements that are not significant, 
or that do not contribute to the local historic district, should be removed if this meets APS project goals and 
can feasibly be achieved. Creating a false historic appearance in any new addition or alteration should be 
avoided, as should the replication or copying of distinctive architectural features that appear on the historic 
building, such as the tapered columns or vertical cut-stone end walls.

The 1995 and 2005 building additions sought to balance the needs of the historic building with the expanded 
programmatic needs of the school. The 1995 addition, and to a lesser degree the 2005 Music Wing, are 
derivative of the historic school as they copy the material palette and significant architectural features, such 
as the tapered columns at the front entrance, to a degree that current historic preservation practice would 
not necessarily find desirable. New additions or alterations should be differentiated from the historic building 
and not seek to completely blend in or copy historic building elements. These additions and alterations 
should defer to the historic building and read clearly as additions that are “of their own time”. The basic 
material palette and massing of the historic building should serve as the guideposts in determining what 
alterations are appropriate or inappropriate. Ways to approach appropriate additions or alterations are 
discussed further in Section IV: Guidelines for Renovations. These areas of newer construction would also be 
governed by the Design Guidelines regarding changes in materials or design so that they remain compatible 
with the historic building.

V. GUIDeLIneS FoR new ConSTRUCTIon
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BUILDInG MASSInG

The historic school building is designed in such a way that the exterior facade articulation and massing 
directly reflect the use of the interior spaces.  Entrances, vertical circulation, classrooms, and large gathering 
spaces (gymnasium, auditorium, etc.) each exhibit a distinct arrangement which can serve to inform future 
additions.   Portions of the building containing classrooms (Figure B) are repetitive in articulation, with a high 
window to wall ratio. Conversely, spaces such as the gymnasium (Figures C, E) and auditorium have a high 
wall to window ratio. The massing of vertical circulation (Figure A) extends above the surrounding roof line, 
with glass block fenestration extending through multiple floors.      

Burket designed a low-profile building that utilized the existing topography, emphasized horizontal planes 
through the use of ribbon windows, highlighted and manipulated the building’s volumes by means of pushing 
and pulling building sections, celebrated transculency through the extensive use of glass block, and avoided 
the use of arbitrary ornamentation. 

The form and massing of the school is dynamic and creative, using a strong vocabulary of vertical and 
horizontal elements that respond to the challenging topography and link different programmatic elements 
of the school on the site. It is a nearly pure expression of form following function, as each of the building’s 
elements—from the classrooms and library to the auditorium, stair towers, and gymnasium—is contained in 
a separate volume that is clearly expressed and articulated on the exterior. Future additions should emulate 
this formula so that the rationale behind the massing of the entire building remains consistent. 

A B C
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BUILDInG wALL MATeRIALS

The building wall materials used on the original 1950 structure consist of simple and highly durable masonry, 
including brick laid in a common bond (Figure A), limestone panels and trimwork (Figure B), and horizontally 
laid ashlar cut stone (Figure C).  While the use of materials that are compatible with the historic building ma-
terial palette is preferred, proposed additions should be appropriately differentiated from the historic fabric. 
The material palette adopted in the 1995 Additions and Music Wing addition are derivative and are not ap-
propriately differentiation from original historic fabric. Examples of compatible yet differentiated materials 
are illustrated below. (Figures D-G) Additionally, a glass curtain wall system is not recommended for large 
expanses of wall surface, however it may be used for small segments where appropriate and compatible.  
Horizontally oriented metal panels (Figure G) may also be considered as an accent material.

not Recommended 
• eIFS
• Stucco 
• Cementitious Panels
• Imitation Brick or Stone

Existing Materials

Precedent Materials

• Corrugated Metal
• extensive use of Glass Curtain wall Systems
• Lap Siding (of any material)
• Vertical Siding (of any material)

A

D e F G

B C
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FeneSTRATIon

A wide range of window configurations can be found on the original 1950 structure.  Each of the configura-
tions has a number of common elements and details which help the entire ensemble hold together as a set.  
The following characteristics define the fenestration elements in the historic building. It is recommended that 
the design of all new windows follow some of the following basic patterns: 

• when windows are grouped together horizontally, the overall set is trimmed with stone or cast stone 
(Figures A, B, C), and separated by stone or cast stone panels; on the ground floor these panels tend to 
be quite wide (Figure C) 

• when there is a single window, it is placed within the masonry opening without a brickmould or other 
trim, aside from a stone or cast stone sill (Figures C, D)

• Clear glass and glass block are mixed in the same openings (Figures B, D) for most south-facing windows 
(block over clear glass for classrooms; clear glass over block for larger gathering spaces)

• Glass block is used alone in stairwells (Figure e)

A

DC 

B

e
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enTRAnCeS & DooRS

Facade entry
The entrance facing Vacation Lane is a unique feature of the original 1950 building and is a signature piece of 
architecture.  The details of this portion of the building (the “inverted” columns, arcade, and large expanses 
of smooth limestone wall panels) should not be replicated elsewhere as part of a new addition.  

Auditorium entry
The auditorium entrance is unique in that it is characterized by a recessed, limestone paneled wall, with an 
overhanging flat, canopy roof, supported by lally columns. The doors have full glass panels with sidelights. 
Much like the entrance on Vacation Lane, this design creates an area where larger numbers of people may 
congregate, and also an area where people are welcomed into the building. new entrances could emulate 
this design approach.
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C

other entries
other entrances to the original 1950 building are simple and unadorned. All are either recessed several feet 
into the mass of the building (Figure B), or have a small cantilevered canopy (Figure C).  Doors set into the 
brick have sidelights, transoms, or both features. Doors set into the ashlar cut stone have no additional lights 
placed adjacent to the doors. 

Doors
Doors on the existing building are plain metal and most contain a single clear glass panel.  It is recommended 
that the design of new doors consider these few elements.  The doors in Figure A and Figure C below have ad-
ditional significance as they were used by the four students who integrated Stratford in February 1959 during 
that first week of school. The door in Figure A was used by the students on their first day of school; the door 
in Figure C was used the rest of that week.  

A B

C
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BUILDInG eLeMenTS & DeTAILS 

Columns
The original 1950 structure makes use of two types 
of columns: a tapered limestone-clad column found 
at the primary entrance (Figure B); and simple lally 
columns (Figure A) used to support the canopy at 
the auditorium entrance.  

Roof Detail & Parapet
It is recommended that all future additions have a 
minimum 3’ high parapet wall above the adjacent 
roof surface in order to adequately screen rooftop 
mechanical units. If rooftop mechanicals are not 
envisioned for these areas, this recommendation 

A

B

C

may not apply. walls should be capped with 
simple stone or precast coping to match the detail 
still found on small portions of the  original 1950 
structure in color and width.  An example of this can 
be seen at the top of the buttresses at the exterior 
of the gymnasium (Figure C). 

Photovoltaic Panels & Mechanical equipment
All mechanical equipment and photovoltaic panels 
should be roof mounted where possible, shielded 
from view by a continuous parapet wall.   

D
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SITe wALLS

Existing Site Walls
The foundation of the building façade and many of the site walls adjacent to the building are composed of a 
natural stone set in a random ashlar pattern as seen in the images below. 

Front entrance steps and ramp

Wall seperating loading/trash area from path

Accessible ramp with stone veneer

Stone wall with deteriorating stone cap

Detail view of stone veneer and pattern

Detail view of stone veneer and pattern

Concrete retaining wall in sloped lawn area

Concrete retaining wall enclosure

Concrete wall separating parkling levels

Detail view of brick wall and pier

Wood timber wall at athletic field

Concrete and brick wall at side entrance
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Precedent Site walls 
other site retaining walls in turf or landscaped areas may be constructed of formed concrete as seen in some 
of the images below. However, the use of a stone veneer and capstone is preferred in highly visible or heavily 
used areas, such as the athletic field and neighboring park. If higher walls are needed to handle differences 
in grades that exceed 2’-6” guardrails may need to be provided to meet current building code requirements.

Stone retaining walls and spectator seating near field

Concrete walls and lawn terraces

Stone wall with precast capstone

Gabion wall 

Gabion wall Stone wall with terraced landscape 



25DRAFT STRATFORD SCHOOL HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES

HARDSCAPe

The campus sidewalks and plazas consist of a mix of poured in place concrete with an exposed aggregate 
finish. This treatment may be considered for all new paving on campus. The exposed aggregate finishing 
process has been around since the early 20th century, well before pattern stamping and other decorative 
treatments became fashionable. Using this treatment will help create a direct connection between the 
common spaces. Patterning can be achieved with jointing and decorative saw-cuts to achieve a uniform grid 
or other desired pattern.

Existing Materials

Precedent Materials

exposed aggregate sidewalk in washington DC Detailed view of jointing and texture

Sidewalk near bus drop off Sidewalk near athletic field 

example of plain concrete and exposed aggre-
gate used to create contrast and pattern
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FenCeS AnD GUARDRAILS

There are two basic railing types on the property. Figure D shows a newer, flat metal railing, modeled after 
the historic railing in the interior of the building in the auditorium lobby. Figure e shows the second type: a 
simple, hollow metal railing. either would be appropriate to replicate on site. The spacing and layout of rails 
will need to meet current building code requirements.

The perimeter of the athletic field and property are enclosed with various heights and types of chain link 
fence. The use of chain link fence is appropriate and it is recommended that these fences be maintained, 
repaired or replaced as needed with compatible or similar fences. 

 

Existing Materials

Guardrail on accessible rampChain link fence and gate

Handrail at Auditorium entrance
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Precedent Materials

Modern stainless steel handrail w/flat rails Modern stainless steel handrail w/flat rails

Typical galvanized chain link fence Modern mesh fence 
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LIGHT PoLeS AnD FIXTUReS

The lighting across the campus varies from large parking lot poles to smaller, more pedestrian poles along 
major paths. New lighting poles and fixtures may be in the same family and overall aesthetic throughout the 
campus. It will be important to ensure that parking areas, paths, and entrances are well lit to provide a safe 
and visible experience for students, faculty or visitors during the evening. 

Existing Light Poles and Fixtures

Parking lot lighting 

Pedstrian pole base Detailed view of fixture and light shield

old Vepco pole at courtyard Pedestrian pole near residential
with light shield

Pedestrian pole along sidewalk
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Precedent Light Poles and Fixtures 
The original pedestrian light pole and fixture is reflective of the modern period and overall design of the 
building. It is encouraged that new pedestrian light poles be similar in design with a slender  pole and base 
that is recessed below grade. 

Recessed wall lighting at steps

Bollard path lighting

Bollard path lighting
Pole top luminaire with adjustable LED light distribution- 14 ft.
Manufacturer: BeGA 
Color: Silver
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SIGnAGe 

The collection of signage across the campus varies from regulatory, directional, monument, and educational. 
To minimize visual clutter and reinforce a cohesive campus design, all new sign locations and graphic content 
will need to be evaluated to ensure that the message is clear and the placement of the sign does not obstruct 
views or distract from key focal points, such as the historical marker signs. The following considerations may 
be evaluated when planning for new signage:

• Consolidate building identification, wayfinding and regulatory signage
• Clearly identify the site and the buildings
• Provide accurate and ADA accessible site direction and information
• Integrate the signage into the landscaped environment

Existing Signage

• Create a unified look and 
   nomenclature to the signage
• Reduce the amount of signage

Visual clutter of signs- emphasis should be on
the historical marker 

Monument sign in entry court island Historical marker sign

Original font and lettering for Stratford Junior High School.  

Current font and lettering for the H-B Woodlawn Program. 

For the school name, the letters should be metal, and match the font style shown in historic photographs 
as closely as possible. The location of the signage that states the name of the school (i.e. Stratford Middle 
School) should be located on the limestone panels above the front door. Additional signage appended to 
the building should be unobtrusive and designed in a unified manner with similar font and nomenclature 
used for all signs on the site. Reintroducing the historic name of the school (Stratford Junior High School) is 
encouraged. A sans serif font for all signage appended to the building is recommended. 
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SITe FURnITURe

The collection of furnishings varies across the campus as seen in the images below. This mix of furnishings 
is likely from implementation over time and budget reasons. For new construction, it will be important to 
develop a dynamic language for site furnishings to give the campus a cohesive and distinctive identity that 
is reflective of the modern design. It is recommended that new furnishings be sited to promote social activ-
ity and take advantage of shade and views. Please refer to the Site Furnishing Recommendations section for 
more detailed information. 
Existing Site Furniture

Trash and recycling bins Gazebo in entry court island Picnic table in entry court island

Bicycle parking area at main entrance Garden bench with plaque Metal sports bench

Precedent Site Furniture
The furnishings pictured below are generally consistent with Arlington County standards. 

1964 World’s Fair Bench- 6 ft. 
Manufacturer: Kenneth Lynch & Sons
Color: Silver uprights, cedar RPL slats 

Trash and Recycling Receptacles
Manufacturer: Victor Stanley SD-42
Color: Silver (trash), Green or Blue (recycle)

‘Orion’ Bicycle Rack 
Manufacturer: Madrax
Color: Silver
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SUSTAInABILITY & SToRMwATeR MAnAGeMenT
The main objective for new construction will be to minimize, and if possible eliminate, stormwater runoff 
from new building construction and major renovation projects. When planning and designing buildings and 
sites, create a hydrologic landscape that is functionally equivalent to the pre-development hydrology. There 
are many opportunities on-site to employ sustainable design measures to achieve this goal. Below are just a 
few examples of treatments that would be compatible with the historic character of the site.

Precedent Sustainability and Stormwater Managagement

Green roof Green roof

Rain Garden with educational sign

Bio-retention planting strip in parking lot

Vegetated Swale & Rain Garden

Bio-retention planting in parking lot
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VI. MAInTenAnCe
All properties require ongoing maintenance as parts of the building or structure wear out and require re-
placement. Sometimes this replacement is necessitated by damage; in other cases it is part of the life cycle 
of the building. Further guidance for addressing common problems of building maintenance and rehabilita-
tion in ways that preserve the character-defining features of the historic district have been published by the 
National Park Service. These publications may be found on their website:

http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards/applying-rehabilitation/standards-bulletins.htm
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APPenDIX one: CoA APPLICATIon
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APPenDIX Two: SeLeCT 1950 DRAwInGS
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APPenDIX THRee: SeLeCT 1994 DRAwInGS
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