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The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) was an active advocate in 2015 for Arlington’s urban 
forest and educating the public on a variety of issues related to trees. The Commission met 
in every month but August and added two new members during 2015 to end the year with a 
full complement of commissioners. 
 
The UFC was again active in 2015 on what is perhaps its signature program, the Tree 
Canopy Fund. In August, commissioners met with County staff and a representative of 
Arlingtonians for a Clean Environment to review applications for new trees on residential 
property. Because of a smaller balance in the TCF than in some previous years, the call for 
applications was limited to those areas of Arlington that have lower than average tree 
coverage. While a few applications were rejected as inappropriate due to lack of space or 
encroaching power lines, all appropriate applications were funded. 
 
The plurality of UFC’s time is spent on development issues. The commission sent the County 
Board letters on a number of sector plans and proposed Arlington Public Schools projects, 
including: 
 

 The Western Rosslyn Area Plan and the subsequent Rosslyn Highlands Park study 
 The Thomas Jefferson Master Plan 
 The Realize Rosslyn sector plan 
 The Courthouse Square Plan Addendum, and 
 The Stratford School redevelopment 

 
The UFC is currently active in two planning processes on which it’s likely to advise the 
Board early in 2016: the Rosslyn Plaza phased development site plan and the use of public 
land in Arlington. In addition, the UFC is briefed regularly on proposed park projects that 
may result in the loss of trees and works with staff to minimize such losses. 
 
In another activity related to development, the UFC reviewed the possible use of tree pits as 
stormwater retention areas and worked with County staff from different departments on 
ways to accommodate stormwater goals while maintaining the health and variety of street 
trees. 
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The UFC was active on a number of issues directly related to tree maintenance and planting. 
 

 The UFC worked with County staff to improve the Virginia Department of 
Agriculture’s proposed noxious weeds regulations. 

 The Commission worked with staff to improve the application form for designation of 
specimen, heritage and memorial trees. 

 The UFC took over responsibility for the Notable Tree program from the 
Beautification Committee and is scheduled to make its first awards of Notable Tree 
certificates early in 2016. 

 The Commission was briefed by staff on the iTree Eco Survey of Arlington, which is 
used to quantify urban forest values. 

 The UFC received an update on invasive plant control efforts from Sarah Archer of 
County staff. 

 The UFC is participating in the Public Spaces Master Plan update and is preparing for 
the subsequent update of the Urban Forest Master Plan. 

 The UFC continued its tradition of participating in the annual Arbor Day celebration 
at a County elementary school. This year’s program at Long Branch School was, as 
usual, a treat for all who attended. 

 Finally, the UFC remained active in the Natural Resources Joint Advisory Group and 
has filled its three slots on that group with commissioners with appropriate 
backgrounds in natural resources issues. 

 
The UFC was active in the County’s budget, capital improvement and legislative functions in 
2015. UFC was pleased to note that advocacy for funds for tree maintenance was rewarded 
with inclusion of money for summer watering and invasives removal in the base budget and 
a restoration of funds for tree planting by the County Board for the current fiscal year. On 
the CIP, the UFC advocated for additional funding for open space acquisition. In our 
recommendations of legislative issues for Arlington to pursue in Richmond, the UFC focused 
on control of invasives, cooperation with VDOT, and the need for background checks for 
those seeking to volunteer in our parks for tree maintenance. In accordance with Board 
policy, the UFC was updated on the County’s collaboration and donation policy. 
 
The UFC could not carry on its work without a great deal of assistance from County 
employees. Jim Meikle of Arlington Public Schools, assisted by Steven Bernheisel, attends 
most UFC meetings and provides a model of constructive cooperation between County and 
APS staff that should be emulated in other areas. Brett Wallace continues to aid the UFC in 
its efforts to maintain tree cover as our urban corridors are redeveloped. Alonso Abugattas 
contributes greatly to our urban forest as head of the County’s natural resources unit and as 
liaison to NRJAG. 

The UFC is most indebted to Arlington’s urban foresters. Vincent Verweij and Rachel Jackson 
are very knowledgeable and committed urban foresters and have been wonderful additions 
to County staff. Jamie Bartalon completed his last full year as staff liaison for the commission 
in 2015 prior to his planned retirement in 2016. The commission would be much less 



productive without Jamie’s assistance. He organizes our meetings, maintains an excellent 
record of our activities and ensures that our letters are delivered to the appropriate 
recipients. His extensive knowledge of the County’s organizational chart allows the UFC to 
invite the appropriate staff to our meetings, no matter what the issue we seek to address. 
His engaging personality smooths over any hurt feelings caused by our advocacy efforts. We 
are very much indebted to Jamie and we will be sorry to see him retire. 


