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ARLINGTON COUNTY REFUSE COLLECTION BY DAY

This interactive guide, designed for residents, is an 
easy reference guide to learn all about the County’s 
services. Wherever you see hyperlinks or the hand '     '  
icon, you can click to navigate and learn more about a 
particular topic. Get started by clicking the map (right) 
to determine your collection day.

http://gis.arlingtonva.us/gallery/map.html?webmap=1b29bd6cc7554b2eb2b649adc07b2fe5
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A Message from the Solid Waste Bureau
Serving Arlington residents and forging a path to zero waste through sustainable values. 
Arlington prides itself for being one of the most 
progressive communities in the region when it 
comes to environmental initiatives. As such, the 
Solid Waste Bureau’s waste management priorities 
are guided by the EPA’s waste hierarchy, which is 
based upon sustainable materials management 
principles. This philosophy gives priority to reducing 
waste and reusing materials. This practice conserves 
resources, reduces waste, slows climate change 
and minimizes the environmental impacts of the 
materials we use. 

To further support recycling and waste reduction 
initiatives, the Arlington County Board recently 
passed a Zero Waste Resolution which aims to 
divert 90 percent of solid waste from landfills and 
incineration by 2038. The remainder of this guide 
details the services provided by the Solid Waste 
Bureau that can best help you to recycle, compost—
and as a last resort—dispose of materials unable to 
be reused or recycled.

Visit our website at http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/trash-recycling/reduce-reuse/ to learn other ways to 
decrease  overall household waste generation.  

Residential Waste Management Hierarchy
REDUCE AND REUSE

Maximizes conservation by lowering the amount of waste going 
into the green (organics), blue (recycle) and black (trash) carts

INCINERATION
Last resort to 

disposal

RECYCLE
Collected materials from the blue 

and green carts, other curbside 
pickups and drop-off collection at 
various County facilities are used 

to make new products

Most Preferred 

Least Preferred 

Monthly Paper Shredding

Appliance Collection

Inert Materials Drop-off

Leaf Collection

Brush Collection

E-Waste CollectionRECYCLE ORGANICS TRASH

Reuse plastic bags 
as trash can liners. 

Reuse old t-shirts 
as cleaning rags.

Refill water bottles 
and containers.

Reuse printed paper and 
junk mail for grocery lists 
and messages.

Grasscycle on 
your yard.

Compost in 
your backyard.

Plan meals 
ahead to 
eliminate food 
waste.

Take reusable bags/totes 
on shopping trips.

Opt out of receiving junk mail 
and phone books by signing up 
at arlingtonva.catalogchoice.org.

Ditch disposable napkins and 
opt for cloth napkins.

Reduce waste

Reuse & recycle

Utilize residential services 

1
STEP

2
STEP

3
STEP

IMPLEMENTING SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES AT HOME
While we strive to provide a comprehensive, convenient and cost-effective collection program, 
we also want to help you reduce and reuse materials before utilizing the services of the Solid 
Waste Bureau. We encourage you to follow steps 1 and 2 below before heading to the curb.

Save money 
on groceries.

Save money 
on household 
supplies & 
fertilizer.

Recycling Potential*

*Based on 2015 waste audit data

43% 76%

of disposed materials are 
recycled in Arlington County.

CURRENT
RECYCLING RATE Quarterly waste audits performed by 

the Solid Waste Bureau revealed that

of material placed in residential trash 
carts could have been recycled, donated 
or composted.

What’s in Arlington’s Trash?

http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/trash-recycling/reduce-reuse/
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Weekly Collection Services
Arlington County residents are required to  
separate their waste by type: recyclables, 
yard waste and trash. Please help keep 
our residential collection system safe 
and efficient by adhering to the following 
preparation guidelines.

• All collections occur on the same day. 
Have all trash, recycling, yard waste 
and any scheduled collection out no earlier than 5 p.m. the day 
before and no later than 6 a.m. on your collection day.

• Place carts in an easily accessible area in front of your home. For 
most customers, this is curbside on the unpaved area between the 
sidewalk and the street, or as close to the street as possible.

• Return empty carts to storage area within 24 hours of collection.

• Do not pile materials under low-lying branches, near parked cars 
or under utility lines.

• Bag trash before placing it in the black cart to prevent litter. Do not bag 
recyclables. Place loose materials in the blue cart.

• County carts must weigh less than 200 pounds. Personal containers and 
plastic bags must weigh less than 50 pounds.

• Large cardboard boxes may be broken down and placed next to the recycling 
cart. If you have excess recyclables that won’t fit in your cart, place the loose 
items in cardboard boxes or paper bags.

• Yard waste outside of the green cart should be 
bundled, placed in paper bags or picked up through 
our scheduled pick up service for unbundled brush.

If you have questions about these guidelines, please contact the Customer Service 
Call Center at 703-228-6570 or learn more about our residential services at 
recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/.

Enforcement/Fines
Materials not prepared properly may 
be subject to a removal fee of $300, 
plus the cost of any applicable 
disposal charges, on your next utility 
bill. Carts and household containers 
not removed within 24-hours of 
collection are also subject to a 
removal fee of $50. Materials 
weighing over 200 pounds which 
are not eligible for collection may 
be assessed with a $300 charge. If 
there are any issues with collection, 
an inspector will leave a tag detailing 
the violation.

Missed Collections
If your trash, recycling or yard waste is not collected by the end of your collection day, check for 
a tag attached to your cart that explains why we could not collect. If there is no tag, report a 
missed collection by 1:30 p.m. the next business day at recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/ or 
by contacting Customer Service.

Common problems prohibiting collection are:

• Materials were placed at the curb after 6:00 a.m.

• Collection container, bag or item is too heavy.

• Carpet, lumber or wood is longer than four feet or not properly bundled.

• Trash contains unacceptable items such as dirt, tile, construction debris, ex-
cessively heavy bulk items, bricks or hazardous, poisonous or flammable items. 
(Household hazardous materials can be dropped off at the HHM Facility. Residents should 
call a private hauler to dispose of unacceptable, non-hazardous items.)

• Dangerous or messy liquids such as gasoline and undried paint placed in cart.

• Materials were disposed in the incorrect cart. Trash placed incorrectly in the blue recycling or green 
yard waste cart. Yard waste placed in the black trash cart.

• All trash, including move out debris, must be broken down into sections that will fit into the trash 
collection vehicle and all small debris must be contained in bags.

Need Help? Contact the Solid Waste Bureau!
We are here to help! Please contact us online, by phone or mobile 
app for any service related issues. A few of our many services 
include cart repairs, cart replacements, reporting of missed col-
lections and scheduling electronic waste or bulk metal collections.

Online: Visit the County’s website at 
recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential.

Mobile Download: Search ArlingtonVA in iTunes or Google 
Play Store to use our Mobile phone service request app.

Phone: Call 703-228-6570, Monday through Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Trash & Recycling Email Alerts: Sign-up for up-to-date information 
regarding weather delays, vacuum leaf collection, street sweeping 
and other schedule changes to be delivered straight to your inbox.

During Severe Weather or Emergencies
In the event Arlington County offices close, or if weather condi-
tions make collection unsafe, trash, recycling and yard waste 
collection will be canceled and will resume the next business day.36"36"

Set carts in the utility strip or next to the curb away from vehicles.
Give at least an arm’s length of clearance on all sides.

Proper Cart Placement for Weekly Collection

The safety of our 
crews is one of our 
highest priorities. You 
can help by driving 
slowly around 
collection trucks and 
properly preparing 
and placing your 
materials as outlined 
in this guide.

 

 
DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
SERVICES
Solid Waste Bureau 
4300 29th Street, S. 
Arlington, VA  22206 

 

 

 

 

____ Li�ering in any exterior public or exterior private 
property is not allowed by County Code. Clean up 
__________________________by_______. 

____ Brush collec�ons must be scheduled in advance. Call 
703-228-6570 to schedule a brush pickup for your 
next collec�on day. (Ch. 10.1.6.1.a.5) 

____ Items that are not properly prepared for collec�on 
must be removed from the right of way within 24 
hours of collec�on. Please remove items by 
_____/_____/_______.  (Ch. 10.1.6.1.h) 

____ The curb must remain clear. Remove items such as 
yard waste bags, brush, bulk trash items, or trash 
bags in the public right of way by 
______/______/_______. (CH.10.1.6.1.b) 

____ Mulch delivered by the Solid Waste Bureau must be 
removed from the curb within 24 hours of collec�on. 
Please remove items by ____/_____/_______. 

____ Other:______________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you have ques�ons or need further informa�on, 
please call the Solid Waste Bureau at 703-228-6570 
or visit us on the web at:  recycling.arlingtonva.us 

OTHER

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

SERVICES

Solid Waste Bureau 

4300 29th  Street, S. 

Arlington, VA  22206 

 
 
 

 

Dear Customer–If the following violation(s) below are not 

corrected within the timeframe given, the County may 

assess a fee in the same manner as other refuse collection 

charges are imposed (Ch10.1.6.1.b). 

 

 

____ Place carts out for collec�on no sooner than 5:00 

p.m. the day before collec�on. Please remove your 

carts from the curb. Carts should not be place at the 

curb un�l _______________ evening.  (CH. 10.1.6.1.b)

____ Carts should be removed from the collec�on point 

within 24 hours of collec�on. Please remove carts by 

____/_____/______ in order to be compliant with 

the County Code. (CH.10.1.6.1.b) 

____ Carts must be stored behind, or next to the 

residence, and hidden from general view of the 

street when possible. Please find a new storage 

loca�on by ____/____/________. (CH.10.1.6.1.b) 

____ Other:______________________________________ 

___________________________________________

___________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIOLATION NOTICE 

CARTS 

If you have ques�ons or need further informa�on, 

please call the Solid Waste Bureau at 703-228-6570 

or visit us on the web at:  recycling.arlingtonva.us 

REMINDER:
Yard waste and 
recyclable materials 
that are contained 
in plastic bags and 
placed outside the 
cart will be collected 
as trash and not 
recycled.

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
SERVICES
Solid Waste Bureau
4300 29th Street, S.
Arlington, VA  22206

 
 
 

 

 

 
____ Personal household container, bag, or bundle weighs 

more than 50 pounds. 

____ County-provided cart weighs more than 200 pounds. 

____ Item weighs more than 500 pounds. 

____ Contains hazardous waste, prohibited waste, or 
liquids in excess of ½ gallon. 

____ Paint must be dried. 

____ Contains soil, rock, sand, concrete, brick, block, 
asphalt, shingles, or drywall. 

____ Lumber and Rugs/Carpet must be �ed in bundles not 
to exceed 4 feet in length and 50 pounds. Lumber 
must have all nails removed or hammered flat.  

____ Glass/Mirrors must be wrapped in layers of paper or 
heavy plas�c with taped edges and labeled “Glass.” 

____ Tires must have rims removed. 

____ Other:______________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

____ Personal household container, box, or bundle weighs 
more than 50 pounds. 

____ County-provided cart weighs more than 200 pounds. 

____ Contaminated: contains trash, yard waste, prohibited 
waste, or other items that are not recyclable. 

____ Metal/Appliance – call 703-228-6570 to schedule 
special collec�on. 

____ Electronic Waste/TV – call 703-228-6570 to schedule 
special collec�on. 

____ Other:______________________________________ 
___________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

____ For regular curbside collec�on as trash, brush/tree 
limbs must be �ed in bundles not to exceed 24 inches 
in diameter, 4 feet in length, and 50 pounds. 

____ Unbundled brush – call 703-228-6570 to schedule 
special collec�on. 

____ Contaminated: contains trash or prohibited waste. 
 
 

 
 
 

NON-COLLECTION NOTICE

TRASH

RECYCLABLES

BRUSH

If you have ques�ons or need further informa�on, 
please call the Solid Waste Bureau at 703-228-6570 
or visit us on the web at:  recycling.arlingtonva.us 

FAQS - CARTS & COLLECTION

Why do my carts have to be out by 
6 a.m?

While you may notice a general 
collection schedule in your area each 
week, collection times vary based on 
number of crews and the amount of 
material at the curb for collection 
that day. Placing all items out at 
the curb prior to 6 a.m. on your 
collection day ensures all materials 
will be collected, no matter the 
adjustments made in the field.

I cannot get my carts to the curb, 
what do I do?

We have backdoor service available for 
customers unable to physically carry 
the carts to the curb. The applica-
tion is available onlineonline.

http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-hazmat/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/backdoor-collection-application/
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Carts
Arlington County collects trash, recyclables and yard waste from county provided carts. The graphic below 
shows the colors and cart sizes available. Place recyclables in the blue cart, yard waste in the green cart and 
trash in the black cart. Cart services, including repairs and exchanges to County-owned carts, take place 
on your normal collection day and may be scheduled at recycling.arlingtonva.us or by contacting Customer 
Service at 703-228-6570.

Cart Sizes: Trash, recycling and yard waste carts are available in 32- or 64-gallon capacity. Some customers 
have older, 96-gallon trash carts, which are no longer provided by the County. Once these older carts are no 
longer serviceable, they are replaced with 64-gallon carts.

Cart Exchange for Size: If the capacity of the provided cart does not suit the needs of your household, you 
may request an exchange for a larger (64-gallon) or smaller (32-gallon) cart at no additional charge. Use the 
graphic below to help determine which cart is the right size for your home.

Additional Carts: Customers may request up to two additional carts of each type (recycling, yard waste and 
trash) per household for a quarterly charge of $6 per cart. The additional charge is added to your utility bill.

Personal Containers: In addition to or in lieu of the county provided carts, resi-
dents may use their own household trash, recycling and yard waste containers 
as long as the contents of these containers are clearly visible, clearly labeled 
and easily distinguished as trash, recycling or yard waste. Containers should 
be in good condition, between 20 and 32 gallons in capacity, made of metal or 
sturdy plastic, have carrying handles and a tight-fitting lid, and weigh no more 
than 50 pounds when full. The County is not responsible for damage to or loss 
of private household containers.

• 9 • recycling.arlingtonva.us

64"

42"H x 24"W x 32"D
4-6 Tall Kitchen Bags

64
GALLON

38"H x 20"W x 24"D
2-3 Tall Kitchen Bags

32
GALLON

Choose the Container Size That Fits Your Household’s Needs
32- OR 64-GALLON SIZES AVAILABLE

Cart Sizes
32- OR 64-GALLON SIZES AVAILABLE

Recycle Organics Trash

Residents are 
responsible for 
maintaining carts and 
household containers 
in a clean and 
sanitary condition. 
Wash with hot soapy 
water using biode-
gradable detergent.

RECYCLING
WHAT TO RECYCLE
All recyclable items go in the blue cart. Items should be clean & dry. Rinse only if needed.

METAL

metal cans, aerosol cans, aluminum foil & trays

GLASS

all bottles and jars

PLASTIC

plastic bottles & jugs #1-7 (with lids), containers, wide-mouth plastics, rigid plastics

Crunchy

CORN
FLAKES

PAPER

juice boxes, milk, wine & broth cartons, cereal & food boxes, cardboard, mixed paper, newspaper, books, magazines

NOT RECYCLABLE IN CART

plastic bags, shredded paper, paper plates & napkins, bio-based plastics, light bulbs, ceramics & glassware, 
styrofoam, sharps, batteries, disposable cups, diapers, wire hangers

http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/trash-recycling/trash-recycling-carts/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us
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Recycling Collection
The County Code requires Arlingtonians to recycle paper, cardboard, aluminum and steel cans, plastic containers, 
and glass bottles and jars. The benefits of recycling include conserving natural resources, saving energy and 
reducing air and water pollution. To increase recycling, Arlington strives to have an easy and convenient curbside 
program. 

Collection Guidelines

Place all recyclable materials into the blue cart: 

• Empty and rinse containers, if needed.

• Place cardboard boxes inside or next to your cart. Large cardboard boxes should be broken down to 
optimize cart space. 

• Do not use plastic bags to hold your recyclables. Place loose materials inside the cart.

Plastic bags containing excess recyclables and placed outside of the blue cart will be collected as trash and 
will not be recycled. Place excess recycling items in cardboard boxes or paper bags. 

RecyclingRecycling

FAQS - RECYCLING

How clean do items need to be before depositing 
in the recycling cart? See examples (right).

Jars - In general if you fill the jar with water 
and shake it with the lid on once, it is clean 
enough.

Pizza Box - Typically, the top of the pizza box 
will always be recyclable, a greasy bottom will 
not. Tear off the top of the box to recycle it.

Can I recycle bottle caps?

Yes, leave the caps on the bottle.

Why can’t I recycle coffee cups and other drink 
cups?

Coffee cups have a variety of different liners 
making them difficult to recycle. Drink cups are 
made with a variety of different types of plastic 
and are also difficult to recycle.

What do I do with batteries?

Alkaline (AA, AAA, C) batteries should be 
thrown away in your trash cart. Rechargeable 
batteries can be dropped off at the fire station, 
HHM Facility or at the Solid Waste Bureau.

fire station,
HHM Facility

recycle top

trash bottom

• Shredded Paper - Take to the Solid Waste Bureau. Paper shredding occurs 
monthly. Check the posted schedule online for dates.

• Hangers - Take back to your dry cleaner.

• Large Items - Donate furniture and large plastic items.

• Plastic Bags and Wrappers - Take back to a grocery store.

• Shoes - Donate along with clothing and other textiles.

• CFLs (compact fluorescent lamps) - Take back to the Solid Waste Bureau or 
local library.

HARD TO RECYCLE ITEMS
The following items don’t belong in your blue recycling, or green 
yard waste cart, but should still be recycled.

For more information regarding difficult to recycle items and how to dispose, 
visit our searchable database (Where Does It Go?).

The Solid Waste Bureau can accept a limited number of inert materials resulting 
from small home construction and demolition projects. Residents may make an 
appointment to dispose of the items at the Earth Products Recycling Yard (EPRY) 
between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday through Friday by calling 703-228-6570. 
Residents may also self-haul the material the first Saturday of each month from 
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Each resident may drop off one truck load per month free of 
charge.

• Acceptable Items: dirt, rocks, sand, ceramic tile (no re-bar), bricks, small 
metal appliances, asphalt, concrete, concrete wall, plastic. 

• Unacceptable Items: dirt with yard waste, grass yard waste, brush, 
hazardous materials, bulk trash items such as couches and chairs. 

• Cooking Oil & Hazardous Materials - Large quantities can be recycled at our 
Household Hazardous Materials (HHM) facility. Make an appointment by 
calling 703-228-6832.

• Electronics - Schedule an appointment at HHM by calling 703-228-6832 or 
call 703-228-6570 (Solid Waste Bureau) for a curbside special collection.

• Bulk Metal - Schedule an appointment at the Solid Waste Bureau or schedule 
a curbside special collection.

• Tube Fluorescents - Schedule an appointment at the Household Hazardous 
Materials facility.

• Concrete, Brick and Tile - Schedule an appointment at the Solid Waste Bureau 
for most inert materials. We do not accept drywall.

Take Back/Drop off

By Appointment

Inert Materials

http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2014/01/County-Code-10-Garbage-Refuse-and-Weeds.pdf
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-hazmat/#FireStations
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-hazmat/
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/inert-materials-paper-shredding/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/events/
http://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/8/2015/10/Arlington-Grocery-Stores-Accepting-Plastic-Bags.pdf
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-hazmat/#CFL
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/where-does-it-go/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/where-does-it-go/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/locations/earth-products-yard/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/locations/earth-products-yard/
http://www.arlingtonva.us/events/
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Request the following curbside recycling collections online by 6 a.m. on your trash day or by calling Customer Service 
at 703-228-6570 the day before. 

Scrap Metal

Curbside collection of scrap metal on your regular collection day can be requested by 
residential customers. Fees may apply and will be applied to your next utility bill. There 
is no additional charge for multiple items.

How to prepare for scrap metal pick-up:

• Separate and place items at the curb.

• Do not place items under low-hanging power lines.

• Do not place items near parked cars.

• Allow at least 10 feet of clearance between items and parked cars to avoid damage. 

Scrap Metal Fees:

• No Fees:  Small appliances such as toasters, blenders and roaster ovens, or small metal items  

• $10 Fee: Major appliances including, refrigerators, freezers, washers, dryers, dishwashers, trash compactors, air 
conditioners, and water heaters

Electronic Waste (E-Waste)

Curbside recycling collection of electronic items on your regular collection day can be requested by residential 
customers. Fees may apply and will be applied to your next utility bill. Each computer monitor or television will incur a 
separate charge.

How to prepare for e-waste pick-up:

• Place items at the curb next to your recycling cart on the scheduled pickup date.

• Small and loose materials should be placed in your yellow bin or a small rigid container labeled “e-Waste”.

E-Waste Fees:

• No Fees: Most electronics (CPUs, Hard Drives, printers) are collected free of charge. 

• Fees: $15 for computer monitors, $20 for CRT televisions

Other Recycling Options: Electronic items are also available for drop-off at the Household Hazardous Materials 
facility at the Water Pollution Control Plant. 

Car Batteries

Curbside collection of car batteries on your regular collection day can be requested by residential customers. No fees 
are associated with this service. 

Please note that car battery chargers contain hazardous materials and are not picked up with this service. 
Car battery chargers must be dropped off at the Household Hazardous Materials facility. Fees may apply. Call  
703-228-6832 for more information.

Other Curbside Recycling Collections

Recycling

YARD WASTE
ACCEPTABLE MATERIALS
Carts must not weigh more than 200 pounds.

Help the County 
stop scavenging. If 
your metal is taken 
by a non-County 
employee, please 
report their license 
plate number and a 
vehicle description 
to 703-228-6570. 

YARD WASTE MATERIALS GO IN THE GREEN ORGANICS CART.

• Acorns
• Bamboo trimmings
• Dead plants
• Lawn material
• Flower and vegetable 

bed debris(corn stalks, 
tomato plants, etc.)

• Flowers
• Grass clippings
• Hay/Straw
• Ivy
• Invasive Plants
• Leaves
• Ornamental grass

• Pine cones and 
needles

• Shrub trimmings
• Small tree limbs
• Twigs
• Vines
• Weeds
• Wood chips, mulch

• 13 • recycling.arlingtonva.us

https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-hazmat/
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/household-hazmat/
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Yard Waste Yard Waste

Yard Waste Collection
Year-Round Yard Waste Collection

Yard waste is collected separately from trash. Options for yard waste disposal include the County provided green 
yard waste cart, biodegradable bags, personal containers, bundles or through a scheduled unbundled brush 
collection. Food, sod, stumps, rocks and stones are not accepted. Lumber or wood that has been treated with 
chemicals is not accepted. Yard waste placed at the curb in plastic bags will not be collected. Collection occurs the 
same day as trash and recycling.

Collection Guidelines

• Yard waste must not be included with regular trash. Trash will 
not be collected if trash and yard waste are mixed.

• If paper lawn/leaf bags or personal containers are used to 
collect materials, they must weigh less than 50 pounds.

• Small branches, not placed in your County provided green 
yard waste cart should be tied with string or twine into man-
ageable bundles no heavier than 50 pounds.

• Brush and tree limbs too large to be collected during 
regular yard trimmings collection can be collected by 
scheduling a large brush collection.

Unbundled Brush Collection

Brush, branches and logs that are too bulky or heavy to fit into a 
container are collected by request. Branches and logs should be less 
than 10 feet long and less than 18 inches in diameter. Homeowners 
are responsible for the disposal of large quantities of brush resulting 
from the removal of more than one tree or land clearing.

Request a brush collection online at http://solidwaste.arlingtonva.us/ 
by 6 a.m. on your trash day or by calling Customer Service at 

703-228-6570 prior to your collection day. 
Before scheduling the collection, make 
sure that your brush is not stacked under-
neath low hanging power lines and tree limbs and that there is an overhead clearance of 
approximately 25 feet and at least 10 feet of clearance by parked cars and other obstruc-
tions. Do not mix brush with construction debris.

Unbundled brush collection is a year-round service. Collection will continue during 
seasonal Christmas Tree collection.

YARD TIP:
Recycle yard waste 
in your own yard. 
It’s the most 
environmentally 
friendly option.  
See page 15 to 
learn how.

FAQS - YARD WASTE

Why does my yard waste cart say 
“ORGANICS” but I can’t put food in 
it?

Currently, Arlington County only 
offers a yard waste composting 
program. The facility we take our 
materials to does not get hot 
enough to break down large food 
items. While we hope to offer food 
waste composting in the future, with 
the use of your green organics cart, 
at this time, we are unable to do so.

Can I put garden waste in my cart?

Although garden vegetables (squash, 
tomatoes, cucumbers) come from 
your yard, they are considered food 
and should be donated to your 
neighbors or placed in the trash cart.

Why no Plastic Bags?

We are unable to collect materials in plastic bags. Materials in plastic bags cannot be composted. If you 
contract with a landscaping company that uses your County-provided collection services to dispose of yard 
waste, you are responsible for coordinating with your contractor to ensure that yard waste is placed in your 
County-provided yard waste cart, paper bags, bundles or personal containers and set out for collection after 
5 p.m. on the day prior to your service day.

Seasonal Loose Leaf Collection

The Solid Waste Bureau provides vacuum leaf collection every fall. Residents may rake leaves to the curb for collec-
tion. Vacuum collection occurs in November and December. Leaves are also collected in biodegradable bags. The 
Solid Waste Bureau provides free biodegradable bags in the spring and fall. Visit https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/
residential/yard-waste/leaf-collection/ for bag distribution center locations. Leaves placed in biodegradable bags will 
be collected on a weekly basis.

For the most up to date information, sign up for the email notices at www.arlingtonva.us. Information will also be 
delivered to your cart with a more detailed collection schedule in 
the Fall.

Christmas Trees

Residents who receive County curbside collection may place Christ-
mas trees on the curb on regular refuse days during the first two 
weeks of January. 

Grasscycling

It’s easy to naturally recycle grass clippings – just mow and leave 
them on the lawn. Grass clippings are about 80 percent water and 
decompose quickly, releasing valuable nutrients back into the soil. 
Grasscycling saves time spent on bagging and raking, reduces the 
need for fertilizers, and returns nutrients to the soil. 

How to Grasscycle

• Mow often to keep clippings small enough to filter into grass or 
use a mulching mower.

• Sharpen mower blades and remove bag.

• Set blade height to cut about one-third of grass height.

• Leave clippings on lawn.

Backyard Composting

Spreading costly fertilizers on your lawn may restore some 
nutrients, but not all. Leaves from your property contain all of the 
nutrients and micronutrients that your lawn needs. The best way 
to get nutrients into your soil is to compost your leaves on your 
property or mulch the leaves into your lawn with a lawnmower. Your 
flower beds and garden will love the rich compost.

Compost Bin Program

To help assist you in starting a backyard composting area, 
residents may buy yard compost bins for $20 at the Solid Waste 
Bureau.

Solid Waste Bureau 
4300 29th Street, South
Monday - Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Call 703-228-6570 for more information.

Recycling Yard Waste in Your Own Yard

EASY WAYS
YOUR CONVENIENCE

YEAR-ROUND
 YARD WASTE in

CARTS: Place small yard waste in 
your county provided green, yard 
waste cart.

BAGS: An alternative to your cart. 
Place small yard waste in county 
provided or personally purchased 
biodegradable bags.

BUNDLES: Small branches and 
limbs less than four feet long can 
be bundled, tied and placed at 
the curb.

SPECIAL REQUEST: Limbs longer 
than four feet may be scheduled for 
free unbundled brush collection.

The County Board approved year-round yard waste 
collection. Here’s a quick reference to remember 
four easy ways to dispose of yard waste materials.

http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/year-round/
http://solidwaste.arlingtonva.us/
http://solidwaste.arlingtonva.us/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/leaf-collection/
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/leaf-collection/
https://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/leaf-collection/
http://www.arlingtonva.us
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/christmas-tree-collection/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/grasscycling/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/yard-waste/composting/
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Trash Collection
Weekly trash collection and disposal is provided to Arlington County residents living in single-family homes, 
duplexes and townhouses. Most items are collected each week. The following items require special handling 
before collection:

• Lumber: Cut into 4-foot pieces, for crew safety remove or bend down any nails, and bundle with 
twine or string.

• Mirror and Glass: Securely wrap mirror and glass in several layers of newspaper or heavy plastic film to 
contain any breakage, tape the edges, and label as “glass.” 

• Construction & Demolition Debris: Materials resulting from small home renovations must be bagged and 
placed in your cart for collection. Debris from the result of large renovation projects should be disposed 
of through the use of a private contractor. 

• Liquids and Containers of Liquid: Do not place liquids greater than one-half of a gallon in your trash cart. 
They will not be collected.

• Latex Paint: Dry latex paint may be safely disposed of in the regular trash. To dry the paint, add sand, 
kitty litter or a paint hardener to the can. Never leave wet paint out for collection.

• Bulk Materials: Materials resulting from furniture replacement, a move, eviction or death must be placed 
at the curb for collection. We are unable to collect any materials located on private property. 

• Tires: Remove metal rims and place in your black trash cart. Limit of two tires per collection.

FAQS - TRASH

How big is too big for trash removal of an item?

We accept king-sized mattresses, 8-foot long 
couches and pool tables with some extra 
preparation required. We recommend large items 
be broken down into 8-foot sections prior to 
collection. Remove legs from tables when possible.   

Why do I have to bundle lumber and cut it into 
sections?

Our crews service 4,000-6,600 customers each 
day. Bundling lumber and bending down nails 
promotes efficiency and worker safety.

NOT RECYCLABLE 
Reduce, reuse and recycle before putting materials in the trash.

• light bulbs
• ceramics & glassware
• styrofoam
• sharps

• batteries
• disposable cups
• diapers
• paper plates & napkins

TRASH
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Recycling Drop-Off Centers

Arlington has two recycling centers to take bottles and cans, moving boxes or stacks of old magazines.

Read the posted signs before recycling to select the proper container. Both recycling centers have separate 
containers for common recyclable materials such as paper, metal, plastic and glass.

Locations:

Additional Services for All County Residents

Quincy Park Recycling Drop-Off Center
N Quincy St & Washington Blvd
Arlington, VA  22201
(corner of Washington Blvd and Quincy Street)
Open from sunrise –sunset

South Four Mile Run Recycling Drop-Off Center
South Four Mile Run Drive and Columbia Pike
Arlington, VA  22204
(near Goodwill)
Open 24 hours a day

Mulch Delivery

We also offer home delivery of wood and leaf mulch for a fee. Order online at 
www.recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/mulch-dirt/ or call Customer Service. 

Mulch Pickup

Both wood and leaf mulch will enrich your soil and enhance your yard. Best of all – 
when available, mulch is free for residents to pick up at two locations:

Solid Waste Bureau
4300 29th St., South near Shirlington 
Monday – Friday 5 a.m.- 9 p.m. 
Saturday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday/Holidays, CLOSED

4712 26th St. North, near Marymount University

To protect our waterways, please remove delivered mulch from the right of way within 24 hours of delivery. While 
mulch remains in the street, marking flags are posted in the mulch to provide visibility.

Street Sweeping 

Arlington County performs yearly street sweeping from April to October. Street sweeping is one of the most cost-effec-
tive ways to prevent accumulated debris, sediment and other pollutants from washing into our streams. Residential 
sweeping occurs during the months of March through October.

Sign-up for emails at recycling.arlingtonva.us or view the schedule online at 
recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/street-sweeping.

Household Hazardous Waste & Electronics Drop off (fees may apply) 

Many household cleaners, lawn fertilizers and chemicals, car products, paints and electronics contain hazardous 
chemicals. The Household Hazardous Materials (HHM) Facility accepts most solid, liquid, compressed gas and 
aerosol products typically used in the home that are flammable, corrosive or poisonous.

Collection:
• Every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. (except on holidays) or call 703-228-6832 for weekday appointments

Location:
Water Pollution Control Plant
530 31st St S
Arlington, VA  22202

The Solid Waste 
Bureau accepts 
Christmas trees 
from all residents 
the first two weeks 
in January. Call 
703-228-6570 to 
make an appoint-
ment.

http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/mulch-dirt/
http://recycling.arlingtonva.us/residential/street-sweeping
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